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PREFACE 
This volume contains the Charter and related legislation, and the Revised Ordinances of 
the City of Taunton, Massachusetts. 
 
This revision is a complete codification of all ordinances of a general and permanent 
nature enacted by the Municipal Council and is the third such codification for the City of 
Taunton since 1964. 
 
The chapters of the revision are arranged in alphabetical order and the sections within 
each chapter are catchlined to facilitate usage.  A table listing the state law citations 
setting forth their location within the Revision is included at the back of this volume.  
The source of each section is indicated by the history note appearing in parentheses at the 
end thereof.    By use of the Comparative Table also appearing in the back of the volume, 
any ordinance included herein can be readily found in the revision. 
 
As expressed in the Adopting Ordinance, the revision superseded all ordinances not 
included herein or expressly saved from repeal by the Adopting Ordinance.  Only 
ordinances of a general and permanent nature prescribed for and affecting the public as a 
whole are included herein.  Special ordinances or ordinances dealing with only a portion 
of the inhabitants of the City rather than all of them, or relating to special purposes are 
not included herein.  For an enumeration of the type of ordinances which are not included 
herein, see section 2 of the Adopting Ordinance. 
 

Numbering System 
 
The numbering system used in this Revision is the same system used in many state and 
municipal codes.  Each section number consists of two component parts separated by a 
dash, the figure before the dash representing the chapter number and the figure after the 
dash indicating the position of the section within the chapter.  Thus, the first section of 
Chapter 1 is number 1-1 and the fourteenth section of Chapter 20 is 20-14.  Under this 
system each section is identified with its chapter and, at the same time, new sections or 
even whole numbers can be inserted in their proper places, simply by using the decimal 
system for amendments.  By way of illustration: If new material consisting of three 
sections that would logically come between Sections 5-4 and 5-5 is desired to be added, 
such new sections would be numbered 5-4.1, 5-4.2, and 5-4.3 respectively.  New chapters 
may be included by the addition of a decimal after the chapter number: e.g., if the new 
material is to be included between Chapters 12 and 13 it will be designated as Chapter 
12.1.  Care should be taken that the alphabetical arrangement of chapters is maintained 
when including new chapters.  New articles and new divisions may be included in the 
same way or, in the case of articles, may be placed at the end of the chapter embracing 
the subject, and, in the case of divisions, may be placed at the end of the article 
embracing the subject, the next successive number being assigned to the article or 
division. 
 

 
 

 



   

 

Index 
 
The article has been prepared with the greatest of care.  Each particular item has been 
placed under several headings, some of the headings being couched in lay phraseology, 
others in legal terminology, and still others in language generally used by municipal 
officials and employees.  There are numerous cross references within the index itself 
which stand as guideposts to direct the user to the particular item in which he or she is 
interested. 



   

 
 

City of Taunton 
 

In the year Two Thousand and Ten 
 

An Ordinance 
 

Be it Ordained by the Municipal Council of the City of Taunton as follows: 
 

An Ordinance Adopting and Enacting a Revision of the Ordinances of the City of 
Taunton, Massachusetts: Establishing The Same; Providing for The Repeal of Certain 
Ordinances Not Included Therein, Except As Herein Expressly Provided; Providing for 
The Effective Date of Such Revision and A Penalty for The Violation Thereof; Providing 
for the Manner of Amending Such Revision; and Providing When This Ordinance Shall 
Become Effective. 
 
Be it ordained by the Municipal Council of the City of Taunton as follows: 
 
Section 1.  That the Revised Ordinances dated January 5, 2010, consisting of Chapters 1 
to 22, each inclusive, be hereby adopted and enacted as the "Revised Ordinances of 
Taunton", and shall be in full force and effect from and after the enactment thereof. 
 
Section 2.  That the Revised Ordinances herein enacted shall not affect any of the 
following: 
 
(1) Any offense or act committed or done or any penalty or forfeiture incurred or any 

contract or right established or accruing before the effective date of such revision; 
 
(2)  Any ordinance promising or guaranteeing the payment of money for the City, or 

authorizing the issuance of any bonds of the City or any evidence of the City's 
indebtedness; 

 
(3)  Any contract or obligation assumed by the City; 
 
(4)  Any right or franchise granted by the City; 
 
(5)  Any ordinance dedicating, naming, establishing, locating, relocating, opening, 

paving, widening, vacating, etc., any street or public way in the City; 
 
(6)  Any appropriate ordinance or ordinance providing for the levy of taxes or for an 

annual budget; 
  
(7) Any ordinance relating to local improvements and assessments therefor; 
 

   



   

(8)  Any ordinance annexing territory to the City or discontinuing territory as a part of 
the City; 

 
(9) Any ordinance relating to classification and compensation plans and salaries of 

officers and employees of the City, not inconsistent herewith; 
 
(10)  Any ordinance establishing official bonds, not inconsistent herewith; 
 
(11) Any ordinance relating to zoning; 
 
(12)  Any ordinance establishing rates of fare for public service vehicles; 
 
(13)  Any ordinance enacted after January 5, 2010; 
 
(14)  Any ordinance accepting by local option any General Laws of the 
Commonwealth. 
 
Section 3.  Whoever violates a provision of any ordinance of the City, whether included 
in the Revision hereby adopted or any other ordinances of the City, whereby any act or 
thing is enjoined or prohibited or required, shall, unless other provision is expressly 
made, be liable to a penalty not exceeding one thousand dollars ($1000.00) for each 
offense, unless another penalty is specifically provided  under any section of the revised 
ordinances adopted hereunder.  In such circumstances the penalty specifically provided in 
the Revised Ordinances shall apply. 
 
Each day any violation of these Revised Ordinances or of any other ordinance of the City 
continues shall constitute a separate offense. 
 
Section 4. That any and all additions and amendments to such Revision, when passed in 
such form as to indicate the intention of the Municipal Council to make the same a part 
thereof, shall be deemed to be incorporated in such Revision so that reference to the 
"Revised Ordinances of Taunton." Shall be understood and intended to include such 
additions and amendments. 
 
Section 5.  In case of the amendment of any section of such revision for which penalty is 
not provided, the general penalty as provided in Section 3 of this ordinance and Section 
1-5 and 1-5.1 of such Revision shall apply to the section as amended; or in the case such 
amendment contains provisions for which a penalty is provided in another section in the 
same chapter, the penalty so provided in such other section shall be held to relate to the 
section so amended unless such penalty is specifically repealed therein. 
 
Section 6.   That a copy of such Revision shall be kept on file in the office of the City 
Clerk, preserved in loose leaf form, or in such other form as the City Clerk may consider 
most expedient.  It shall be the express duty of the City Clerk or someone authorized by 
him/her to insert in their designated places all amendments or ordinances which indicate 
the intention of the Municipal Council to make the same a part of such Revision when the 

   



   

   

same have been printed or reprinted in page form, and to extract from such Revision all 
provisions which may be from time to time repealed by the Municipal Council.  This 
copy of such Revision shall be available for all persons desiring to examine the same. 
 
Section 7.  That it shall be unlawful for any person to change or amend by additions or 
deletions any part or portion of such Revision, or to insert or delete pages or portions 
thereof, or to alter or tamper with such Revision in any manner whatsoever which will 
cause the law of the City of Taunton to be misrepresented thereby.  Any person violating 
this section shall be punished as provided in Section 3 of this ordinance. 
 
Section 8.  That this ordinance shall become effective on the __15th_ day of 
_March______, 2010. 
 
City of Taunton    Presented to the Mayor and Approved: 
 
In Municipal Council    ______________________________ 
      /s/ Charles Crowley 
          Mayor 
 
First Reading:  Feb 16, 2010 
 
Second Reading:  March 2, 2010 
 
Passed to be ordained: March 9, 2010 Approved as to form and character: 
 
__________________________  _______________________________ 
/s/ Rose Marie Blackwell   /s/Jane Estey 
 City Clerk       City Solicitor 
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PART I 

CHARTER, RELATED ACTS AND ACCEPTANCES* 
 

Article I. Charter 
 

Sec 1. Bienniel elections 
 
Beginning with the year nineteen hundred and forty-nine, biennial municipal elections in 
the City of Taunton for the choice of mayor, members of the municipal council and 
members of the school committee shall be held biennially on the Tuesday next following 
the first Monday of November in every odd-numbered year. (Acts 1948, ch55, sec 1)  
 
Sec 2. Municipal year. 
 
The municipal year shall begin on the first Monday of January ten o'clock in the forenoon 
and shall continue until ten o'clock in the forenoon of the first Monday in January 
following. 
 
Sec. 3. Officers to be chosen 
 
The municipal officers to be elected at city elections shall be the mayor; members of a 
single council, to consist of nine members, to be called the municipal council; and 
members of the school committee.  The said municipal officers shall be elected at the 
times and in the manner hereinafter specified. (Acts 1934, ch 253, sec 1; Acts of 1941, ch 
407 sec 1) 
 
Sec. 4. Election of mayor, councilmen and school committee. 
 
At the regular city election in the year nineteen hundred and forty-three, and at the 
biennial city election in every second year thereafter, there shall be elected, by and from 
the qualified voters of the entire city, a mayor, nine councilman and a school committee 
of eight members.  No person shall hold the office of mayor for more than six 
consecutive two year terms or twelve consecutive years. (acts 1934, ch 253 sec 2; acts 
1941, ch 407 sec2; acts 1993, ch125, sec 1) 
 
Sec. 5. Preliminary election or caucus. 
 
On the fourth Tuesday preceding every biennial or special city election at which any 
officer mentioned in section four is to be elected there shall be held a preliminary election 
or caucus for the purpose of nominating candidates for such offices as, under the 
provisions of this act, are to be filled at such biennial or special city election (acts 1941, 
ch 407 sec 3) 
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Sec. 6. Names of candidates to be printed on ballots for preliminary election; 
proviso; form of petition for nominations, etc. 
 
Any person who is qualified to vote for a candidate for mayor, councilman, or member of 
the school committee, and who is a candidate for nomination for such office, may have 
his name, as such candidate, printed on the official ballots to be used at the preliminary 
election or caucus for nominations; provided, that, at least twenty-one days before such 
preliminary election or caucus, there shall be filed with the City Clerk in behalf of such 
person, a petition of at least twenty-five voters of the city qualified to vote for a candidate 
for such office, which shall be in substantially the following form: 
 

PETITION. 
We, the undersigned voters of the City of Taunton, duly qualified to vote for a candidate 
for ( ), hereby request that the name of (  ) (party designation) as a candidate for 
nomination for said office be printed on the official ballots to be used at the preliminary 
election or caucus for nominations to be held on the ___ Tuesday of ______, 19__. 
 
We further state that we believe him to be of good moral character and qualified to 
perform the duties of the office. 
 
 
Names of Voters    Street and Number  
 
In preparing the official ballots for a preliminary election or caucus blank spaces shall be 
left at the end of each list of candidates for nomination for the different offices equal to 
the number to be nominated therefor, in which the voter may insert the name of any 
person not printed on the ballot for whom he desires to vote for nomination for such 
office. 
 
The two persons receiving at a preliminary election or caucus the highest number of votes 
for nomination for an office shall, except as hereinafter provided, be the sole candidates 
for that office whose name shall be printed on the official ballot to be used at the annual 
or special city election at which such office is to be filled.  If two or more persons are to 
be elected to the same office at such annual or special city election, the several persons in 
number equal to twice the number so to be elected receiving at such preliminary election 
or caucus the highest number of votes for nomination for that office, or all such persons, 
if less than twice the number of those so to be elected, shall, except as hereinafter 
provided, be the sole candidates for that office whose names shall be printed on the 
official ballot to be used at such annual or special city election.  If the preliminary 
election or caucus results in a tie vote among candidates for nomination receiving the 
lowest number of votes, which, but for said tie vote, would entitle a person receiving the 
same to have his name printed upon the official ballot for the annual or special city 
election, all candidates participating in said tie vote shall have their names printed upon 
the official ballot, although in consequence there be printed thereon candidates to a 
number exceeding twice the number to be elected. 
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If at the expiration of the time for filing petitions of candidates to be voted for at a 
preliminary election or caucus not more than twice as many such petitions have been 
filed with the city clerk for an office as are to be elected to said office, the candidates 
whose petitions have thus been filed shall be deemed to have been nominated to said 
office and their names shall be printed upon the official ballot to be used at such annual 
or special city election, and the city clerk shall not print said names upon the ballot to be 
used at said preliminary election or caucus, and no other nomination to said office shall 
be made.  If it shall appear that no names are to be printed upon the official ballot to be 
used at a preliminary election or caucus, such preliminary election or caucus shall not be 
held. (acts 1910, ch 176; acts 1930, ch 187, sec 1.) 
 
Sec 7. Laws governing annual city elections to govern 
 
 Except as otherwise provided in this act, laws of the commonwealth governing annual 
city elections, special elections, preliminary elections and caucuses for nominations shall, 
so far as they may be applicable, govern such elections in said city.  And the provisions 
of law relating to election officers, voting places for elections, election apparatus and 
blanks, calling and conduct elections, manner of voting at elections, counting and 
recounting votes at elections, corrupt practices and penalties shall apply to such 
preliminary elections and caucuses for nominations except as otherwise provided in this 
act. 
 
Sec 8. Certain offices abolished. 
 
At ten o'clock in the forenoon on the first Monday in January of the year nineteen 
hundred and ten, the city council, board of mayor and alderman, board of alderman and 
common council of said city shall be abolished; and except as otherwise provided in this 
act all the present powers and duties of all or any, the mayor and alderman, board of 
alderman, city council, common council, under any special or general act, shall devolve 
upon and thereafter shall be exercised and performed by the municipal council. 
 
Sec. 9. Municipal council to meet first Monday of January; members to be sworn; 
when offices may be declared vacant. 
 
The municipal council elected as provided in this act shall meet at ten o'clock in the 
forenoon on the first Monday of January after an election and those of them whose term 
of office then begins shall severally take oath before the city clerk or justice of the peace 
to perform faithfully the duties of their respective offices. If any person elected as mayor 
or councilman fails to take his oath of office for ten days, or if the mayor or any 
councilman fails for thirty consecutive days to attend the meetings of the board, his place 
may be declared vacant by the council. 
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Sec. 10. Meetings of council to be public; quorum; president and clerk; voting. 
 
A majority of the members of the municipal council shall constitute a quorum. Its 
meetings shall be public, and the mayor, if present, shall preside. The municipal council 
shall elect a president, who shall hold office during the pleasure of the council and who 
shall preside in the absence of the mayor. In the absence of both, a chairman pro tempore 
shall be chosen. The city clerk shall be, ex officio, clerk of the municipal council, and 
shall keep the records of its proceedings. All votes of the council shall be by yeas and 
nays, if three members so request, and shall be entered upon the records. The affirmative 
vote of at least five members shall be necessary for the passage of any order, ordinance, 
revolution or vote and it shall require six votes to pass an order over the mayor's veto. 
(Acts 1934, ch. 253, Sec 3; Acts 1931, ch. 407, Sec 4.) 
 
Sec. 11. Orders appropriating money to be published; exception.  
 
The municipal council shall not pass any order, resolution or vote appropriating money in 
excess of one thousand dollars, or making, or authorizing the making of any contract 
involving a liability on the part of the city in excess of one thousand dollars, unless the 
same is proposed in writing and remains on file in the office of the city clerk and is 
published by him in the local daily newspapers at least one week before its final passage, 
except an order, resolution or vote for the immediate preservation of the public peace, 
health or safety, which contains a statement of its urgency and which shall require for its 
passage a two-thirds vote: of the whole council. (Acts 1966, ch. 174.) 
 
Sec. 12. [Superseded.] 
 
Editor's note--Chapter 44 of the General Laws has superseded section 12 of the Charter pertaining to annual 
audits. 
 
Sec. 13. Salary of mayor and councilmen. 
 
The salary of the mayor shall be fixed by ordinance at a sum not to exceed seventy-five 
hundred dollars. The salary of each councilman shall be six hundred and fifty 
dollars.(Acts 1920, ch. 10, Sec 1; Acts 1924, ch. 47, Sec 1; Acts 1974, ch. 523;Acts 1978, 
ch. 299.) 
 
Editor's note--It should be noted that two ordinances enacted Feb. 21, 1984, while not specifically 
amending this section, have, in effect, superseded it with regards to the salaries of the mayor and council 
members. Effective Jan. 1, 1986, the salary of the mayor was $34,000.00, and effective Jan. 1, 1987, was 
raised to $37,000.00. An ordinance enacted Dec. 13, 1988, raised the mayor's salary, effective Jan. 1, 1989, 
to $43,000.00. By authority of M.G.L.A., ch. 39, S 6A,the council may raise its salary. Effective Jan. 1, 
1985, the salary of the council was $4,800.00. Said ordinance of Dec. 13, 1988, raised the council salary, 
effective Jan. 1, 1989, to $6,000.00.  
 
On February 12, 2002 the following was enacted; 
Section 1. Notwithstanding the provisions of any prior Ordinance, the salary of the Mayor shall be fixed at 
a sum not to exceed seventy thousand ($70,000) dollars.  The salary of each Municipal Councilor shall be 
fixed at a sum not to exceed six thousand ($6,000) dollars.  
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Section 2. The provisions of section1 above specifically repeal and rescind the Ordinance of the Municipal 
Council dated May 15, 2001, that relate to the salary of the Mayor and Municipal Council 
 
On February 22, 2005, the following Ordinance was adopted; 
The salary for the Mayor of the City of Taunton shall be as follows; 
 January 1, 2005 - $76,000 
 January 1, 2006 - $82,000 
 January 1, 2007 - $88,000 
Beginning January 1, 2008, the salary of the Mayor shall be adjusted annually by the CPI for the 
immediately preceding calendar year; however, in no year shall the CPI adjustment exceed 3% and, the 
annual CPI adjustments shall not continue after 2012. 
 
Effective January 3, 2006, the salary for the Municipal Council shall be $8,000 per annum, and effective 
January 2007, the salary for the Municipal Council shall be $10,000 per annum. (Ord of 2-22-2005) 
 
Sec. 14. Members of municipal council not to be eligible for certain other offices. 
 
No member of the municipal council shall, during the term for which he was chosen, be 
eligible, either by appointment or by election of the municipal council, to any other 
office, the salary of which is payable by the city, or shall, during such term, hold any 
such other office. 
 
Sec. 15. Municipal council to make rules for conducting meetings; mayor to be  
member of certain committees. 
 
The municipal council may make rules for the conduct of its business. The mayor may be 
made a member of any of its committees and shall be a member and chairman of the 
committee on finance. 
 
Sec. 16. Regular meetings of council; special meetings. 
 
The municipal council shall meet not less than once each week. The mayor, president of 
the council, or any three members thereof may, at any time, call a special meeting 
thereof. (Acts 1934, ch. 253, Sec 4; Acts 1941, ch. 407, Sec 5.) 
 
Sec. 17. Powers of mayor generally; appointment of city solicitor. 
 
The mayor shall retain all powers, privileges and duties not inconsistent with this act. In 
the year nineteen hundred and ten and every two years thereafter, during the month of 
January, the mayor shall appoint, subject to the approval of the municipal council, a city 
solicitor, to serve for the term of two years and until his successor is appointed and 
qualified. A vacancy in said office shall be filled in the same manner for the remainder of 
the term. 
 
Sec. 18. Which officers to sign notes and bonds. 
 
Any notes or bonds which the city is authorized to issue shall be signed by the city 
treasurer and countersigned by the mayor. 
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Sec. 19. Powers of nomination, etc., to be exercised by council; election of city 
treasurer. 
 
Such powers of nomination, appointment, confirmation and election for and to office or 
position, or approval and consent to nominations and appointments, of removal or 
suspension from office as are now vested in all or any, the mayor, mayor and aldermen, 
city council, board of aldermen and common council, shall, except as otherwise provided 
in this act, be exercised by the municipal council by vote; and the mayor shall have no 
power to make appointments to office, or removals or suspensions therefrom except as 
specially provided in this act, or by the Revised Laws and acts in amendment thereof. In 
the year nineteen hundred and ten and in every third year thereafter, the municipal 
council during the month of January shall elect a city treasurer and collector of taxes, to 
serve for three years. A vacancy in either of the said offices shall be filled by the 
municipal council for the unexpired term. 
 
Sec. 19.1. Department of public works.  
 
(a) Purpose. In order to promote efficient economical and responsive administration of 
the functions heretofore carried on by the street department, the water department, the 
sewer department, the traffic department, the public buildings department, the sealer of 
weights and measures, the city engineer, and other departments concerned with 
public works, this amendment is adopted. 
(b) Department of public works [created]. There shall be an agency called the department 
of public works which shall have jurisdiction over and responsibility for all construction, 
maintenance, repair, design, planning, and operation of municipal activities heretofore 
carried on by the street department, the water department, the sewer department, the 
traffic department, the public buildings department, the sealer of weights and measures, 
and the city engineer. In addition to the jurisdiction and control over the departments 
mentioned above, the department of public works shall have jurisdiction and control over 
maintenance and repair of all equipment, material and motor vehicles which are now, or 
shall in the future, be used by the departments and agencies which are or shall be part of 
the said department of public works; and the agency responsible for such maintenance 
and repair shall be referred to as the maintenance and motor pool division of the 
department of public works. All other departments and agencies which are now or shall 
be under the jurisdiction of the department of public works shall be referred to as 
divisions of the department of public works. The municipal council may from time to 
time place such other departments and agencies of municipal government under the 
temporary jurisdiction and control of the department of public works under such terms 
and conditions as the said municipal council may determine, but nothing contained in this 
sentence shall be construed as abolishing or altering the means and manner of the 
appointment and term of office of the department head or other personnel of such a 
department or agency temporarily placed under the jurisdiction and control of the 
department of public works.  
 
(c) Commissioner of public works. The executive head of the department of public works 
shall be called the commissioner of public works, and he or she shall have direct control 
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and authority over all of the functions and activities of the divisions assigned to the 
department of public works under this ordinance [section 19.1] or which may from time 
to time be temporarily placed under the jurisdiction and control of the department of 
public works by the municipal council. The commissioner shall devote his or her full 
time and energies to the job during regular working hours, and shall not be directly or 
indirectly employed by or associated with any architectural, engineering, construction, 
building, real estate sales or developing firm, nor shall he or she be an owner, officer, 
director, partner, or stockholder of such a firm. The public works committee of the 
municipal council shall have the authority, subject to the approval of the full council, to 
hire the commissioner of public works for a term not to exceed five (5) years and enter 
into a contract of employment with the commissioner concerning wages, hours, and 
conditions of employment. The commissioner of public works shall possess the following 
minimum qualifications: 

(1) He or she shall hold a bachelor's degree in engineering or in a related field, or 
the equivalent in training and experience as shall be determined by the public 
works 
committee with the approval of the mayor and a two-thirds (2/3) vote of the 
municipal council. 
(2) He or she shall have had at least five (5) years experience in the field of public 
works, of which at least three (3) years shall have been in a managerial or 
administrative position.  

The commissioner shall have and exercise all of the powers, duties and responsibilities 
which the General Laws of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts grant to the positions of 
superintendent of the water department and superintendent of the sewer department. 
 
(d) Divisions of the department of public works. Each division of the department of 
public works shall have a supervisor who shall be the administrative and operational 
head of the division. The supervisor of the engineering department shall be referred to as 
the City engineer. All other administrative and operational heads shall be referred 
to as the supervisor of his or her respective department. All supervisors shall be under the 
direct control of the commissioner of public works and shall be directly responsible to 
him or her. The wages, hours and conditions of employment of supervisors shall be 
determined from time to time by the municipal council. Supervisors shall be appointed 
for three (3) year terms and until a successor is appointed.  Supervisors shall be appointed 
in the following 

(1) In the event of a vacancy, the commissioner of public works shall as soon as 
possible submit to the public works committee of the municipal council the names 
of one or more qualified nominees for the position.  
(2) The public works committee shall, subject to the approval of the municipal 
council, appoint the supervisor from the list of nominees submitted to it by the 
commissioner of public works. 
(3) In the event that within thirty (30) days of the submission by the commissioner 
the public works committee fails to appoint, or the municipal council within 
fifteen (15) days thereafter fails to approve the appointment, then the 
commissioner shall again submit to the public works committee a further name or 
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names or persons qualified to fill the position for appointment by the public works 
committee and approval by the municipal council. 
(4) These provisions shall also apply to unexpired terms of supervisors where the 
vacancy is caused by death, resignation or removal. 
 (5) In the event of a vacancy in the position of supervisor of any division, the  
commissioner shall forthwith appoint a temporary supervisor and shall notify the 
city clerk in writing of such appointment within five (5) working days of the 
appointment. 
 (6) Any supervisor may be removed by the commissioner of public works, during 
his or her term or any extension thereof, with or without cause, but only after such 
removal is approved by a two-thirds (2/3) vote of the municipal council at a 
regular or special meeting. 
 

(e) Repeal of inconsistent acts, charter provisions or ordinances, effective date. Upon 
approval of this charter amendment [section] by the voters of the City of Taunton 
pursuant to the provisions of General Laws Chapter 43B, Section 2, any special act, 
charter provision or ordinance of the City of Taunton as far as may be inconsistent with 
the terms of this amendment is repealed; and this charter amendment shall take effect on 
July 1, 1978. 
  
(f) Abolition of board of water commissioners and board of sewer commissioners. Upon 
approval of this charter amendment [section] by the voters of the City of Taunton 
pursuant to the provisions of General Laws of Chapter 43B, Section 2, the Board of 
Water Commissioners and the Board of Sewer Commissioners shall be abolished as of 
July 1, 1978; and the duties, powers and responsibilities of such boards, as contained in 
Chapter 217 of the Acts of 1875, as amended, and Chapter 384 of the Acts of 1904, as 
contained in any other special act, shall be held and exercised by the municipal council, 
acting through its public works committee, subject to the provisions of the General Laws 
of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts. 
 
(g) Severability. 
 

(1) The provisions of this amendment [section] shall be liberally construed in 
order to  

effect its purpose. 
 
(2)  If any provision of this amendment [section] shall be held invalid in any 
circumstance, such invalidity shall not affect any other provision or circumstance. 

 
Editor's note--This section, derived from home rule amendments to the charter approved by the voters of 
the city at a referendum on November 8, 1977, has been placed here at the discretion of the editor, after 
consultation with city officials, since such amendments did not assign the material contained in this section 
a specific location in the charter 
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Sec. 20. Repealer and proviso. 
 
All acts and parts of acts inconsistent with this act are hereby repealed; provided, 
however, that such repeal shall not affect any act done, or any right accruing or accrued, 
or any suit or proceeding had or begun in any civil case before the time when such 
repeal takes effect, and that no offenses committed add no penalties or forfeitures 
incurred under the acts or parts of acts hereby repealed shall he affected by such repeal; 
and provided also, that all persons who at the time when said repeal takes effect shall 
hold office under said act shall continue to hold the same according to the tenure thereof, 
except as is otherwise provided herein, and provided also, that all bylaws and ordinances 
of the City of Taunton in force at the time when said repeal takes effect, and not 
inconsistent with the provisions of this act, shall continue in force until the same are 
repealed or amended and all officers elected or appointed under such bylaws and 
ordinances shall continue in office according to the tenure thereof, except as is otherwise 
provided herein. 
 
Sec. 21. Vacancies in office of mayor, council and school committee. 
 
If there is a vacancy in the school committee by failure to elect or otherwise, the 
municipal council and school committee, sitting jointly, shall elect a suitable person to 
fill the vacancy until the next annual election. 
 
 If a member of the school committee of the City of Taunton resigns, or if there is a 
vacancy in said committee by reason of death, imprisonment or any other cause, the 
committee shall, within fifteen (15) days thereafter, fill such vacancy by electing the 
person who at the last biennial election received the next highest vote to the last of nine 
(9) persons elected thereat to the committee, and on his refusal to serve, other persons 
who were candidates for membership in said committee at said election and were 
defeated shall be elected to fill such vacancy in the order of the respective number of 
votes received by such candidates at said election. The person so elected shall serve for 
the balance of the unexpired term of the person whom he succeeds. 
 
If a person elected to the office of mayor in the City of Taunton resigns, after having been 
inducted into office, or if said office becomes vacant by reason of death, imprisonment or 
any other cause, the municipal council of said city shall, within fifteen (15) days 
thereafter, elect by a majority vote a mayor from their own number, who shall serve for 
the remainder of the term of the person elected as mayor at the last preceding biennial 
election, and shall be paid during his term of office on the same annual salary basis as his 
predecessor. 
 
If a member of the municipal council of said city resigns, or if there is a vacancy in said 
council by reason of death, imprisonment or any other cause, the council shall, within 
fifteen (15) days thereafter, fill such vacancy by electing the person who at the last 
biennial election received the next highest vote to the last of the nine (9) persons elected 
thereat to the council, and on his refusal to serve, the person who received the next 
highest vote to him at said election, and, on his refusal to serve, other persons who were 
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candidates for membership in the council at said election and were defeated shall be 
elected to fill such vacancy in the order of the respective number of votes received by 
such candidates at said election. If there is no person qualified as provided herein who is 
willing to serve, a registered voter of the city duly qualified to vote for the office in which 
there is a vacancy shall be so elected. The person so elected shall serve for the balance of 
the unexpired term of the person whom he succeeds and his salary shall be on the same 
annual basis as all other members of the council.(Acts 1947, ch. 211, Sec 1, 2; Acts 1951, 
ch. 102, Sec 1; Acts 1964, ch. 228, Sec 1.) 
 
Editor's note-Sections 1 and 2 chapter 311 of the Acts of 1947, set out as a part of this section, amend those 
portions of this section pertaining to vacancies in the offices of mayor and council. Acts 1964, ch. 228, 
section 1, which added the second sentence of third paragraph, was accepted April 14, 1964. 
 
Sec. 22. When ordinances to take effect.  
 
When the municipal council shall pass an ordinance, or an amendment or a repeal of an 
ordinance, such ordinance, amendment or repeal shall, when it is not otherwise provided 
therein, takes effect at the expiration of ten (10) days after it is signed by the mayor 
 
Sec. 23. School committee; quorum; sites and plans for school buildings to be 
approved by school committee.  
 
The school committee of said City shall consist of the mayor, ex officio, and eight (8) 
members elected as herein provided. Five (5) members elected as herein provided. Five 
(5) members shall constitute a quorum. No site for a school building shall be acquired 
by said city unless the approval of such site by the school committee is first obtained. No 
plans for the construction of, or alteration in, a school building shall be accepted, and no 
work shall be begun on the construction or alteration of a school building, unless the 
approval of the school committee therefor is first obtained. (Acts 1952, ch. 70, Sec 1.) 
 
Sec. 24. Acceptance of act. 
 
The question of the acceptance of this act shall be submitted to the qualified voters of the 
City of Taunton at the state election to be held in November in the year nineteen hundred 
and nine; and all existing laws applicable thereto shall apply to the holding of such 
election, the preparing, receiving and counting of ballots and the declaring and recording 
of the result. The vote shall be taken by ballot in answer to the question, "Shall an act 
passed by the General Court in the year nineteen hundred and nine entitled 'An Act to 
amend the charter of the City of Taunton,' be accepted?" 
 
Sec. 25. When act to take effect. 
 
So much of this act as authorizes its submission to the qualified voters of said city shall 
take effect upon its passage. If it is not accepted it shall be void. If it is so accepted, it 
shall thereupon take full effect.  
(Approved May. 26, 1909. Accepted by the city, Nov. 2. 1909.) 
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ARTICLE II. RELATED ACTS AND ACCEPTANCES 
 
Sec. 1. Table of acts pertaining to the Charter. 
 
1864. Original city charter. Ch. 209. 
1866. Amendment to the city charter. Ch. 45. 
1869. Amendment to the city charter. Ch. 347. 
1882. Revised city charter. Ch. 211. 
1883. Amendment to the revised charter. Ch. 46. 
1909. Amended city charter. Ch. 448. 
1910. Acts of 1909 amended. Ch. 176. 
1924. Acts of 1909 amended. Ch. 47. 
1930. Acts of 1909 amended. Ch. 187. 
1934. Acts of 1909 amended. Ch. 253. 
1941. Acts of 1909 amended. Ch. 407. 
1947. Acts of 1909 amended. Ch. 211. 
1948. Acts of 1909 amended. Ch. 55. 
1951 Acts of 1909 amended. Ch 102 
1952. Acts of 1909 amended. Ch. 70. 
1964. Amends charter re method of filling council vacancies. Ch. 228. 
1966. Amends charter re authority of council re contracts, etc. Ch. 174. 
1994 Acts of 1909 amended. Ch 110 
 
Sec. 2. Table of acts pertaining to fisheries in Taunton Great River and the 
Nemasket River. 
 
1855. Regulating fisheries. Ch. 401. 
1863. Regulating fisheries. Ch. 73. 
1866. Regulating fisheries. Ch. 54. 
1871. Regulating fisheries. Ch. 258. 
1875. Regulating fisheries. Ch. 71. 
1876. Regulating fisheries. Ch. 208. 
1879. Regulating fisheries. Ch. 83. 
1926. To authorize Taunton, Fall River, Freetown, Somerset, Dighton, Berkley, Raynham 
and Middleboro to lease the right to artificially propogate, and to take alewives and shad 
in and from the waters of the Taunton Great River. 
 
Sec. 3. Table of acts pertaining to rivers, dams and bridges. 
 
1864. Concerning Weir Bridge. Ch. 188. 
1871. Authorizing change of course of Mill River. Ch. 178. 
1873. Relating to dams on Mill River. Ch. 230. 
1883. Authorizing bridge over river near Dean Street. Ch. 92. 
1971. Authorizes department of public works to continue study of reconstruction of 
certain dams. Ch. 53 (Resolves) 
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1971. Directs departments of public works to acquire certain portion of a park for a 
bridge across Taunton River. Ch. 1063. 
1972. Names certain bridge to be constructed. Ch. 80. 
1975. Names certain bridge. Ch. 414. 
 
Sec. 4. Table of acts pertaining to sewers and sewer loans. 
 
1891. Authorized to incur debt for sewer purposes. Ch. 150. 
1895. Authorizing construction of system of sewerage. Ch. 219.(Accepted May 10,1895) 
1897. Authorizing extension of system of sewerage. Ch. 268. 
1898. City engineer to be clerk of commissioners of sewerage construction.(Repealed by 
Act of 1904.) Ch. 154. 
1898. Confirming proceedings of the city council. Ch. 161. 
1898. Amending Section 3, Ch. 219 of Acts of 1895. Ch. 164. 
1898. Authorizing sewer commissioners to establish a sewer rental system. Ch. 342. 
1900. Authorized to incur additional debt for sewer purposes, Ch.58. 
1904. Sewer expenses, assessments and charges, and powers of sewer commissioners. 
Ch. 384. (Accepted July 21, 1904.) 
1906. Authorized to incur additional debt for sewer purposes. Ch.176. 
(Note-Ch. 380 of Acts of 1893, relating to the apportionment of sewer assessments, was 
accepted by the city council, Nov. 1, 1893.) 
1948. Relative to a loan for a sewer disposal plant. Ch. 265. 
1970. Validates certain contracts and payments for County Street Sewerage Project. Ch. 
375. 
1977. Amends Ch. 219 of 1895 to provide for three (3) year term for superintendent of 
sewers. Ch. 370. 
1977. Makes certain unpaid annual sewer charges a tax lien. Ch. 586. (Accepted Nov. 15, 
1983) 
1996. An act authorizing the city of taunton to enter into contracts for the operation and 
maintenance, lease or sale and modification of the wastewater treatment plant, sewers and 
pump stations   Ch 362 
 
Sec. 5. Table of acts relative to water and water loans. 
 
1875. To supply the City of Taunton with pure water. Ch. 217 (Accepted Sept. 21, 1875.) 
1877. Authorized to issue additional water scrip. Ch. 70. 
1878. Water loan sinking funds to be held by commissioners of sinking funds. Ch. 31. 
1878 Adjustment of rights with City of New Bedford. Ch. 140.  
1880 Authorized to incur additional debt and to take land.Ch. 74. 
1882 Authorized to increase water loan. Ch. 159. 
1884 Authorized to increase water loan. Ch. 160. 
1888 Authorized to increase water loan. Ch. 124. 
1892 Authorized to increase water loan. Ch. 94. 
1893 Ratifying authority to take water from Elder's and Assowompsett ponds. Ch. 402. 
1897 Authorized to issue additional water bonds. Ch. 211. 
1899 Authorized to supply water in certain parts of Raynham. Ch. 452. 
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1900 Authorized to issue additional water bonds. Ch. 105. 
1901 Authorized to contract with the Town of Dighton for a water supply. Ch. 494. 
1907 Authorized to supply water to the inhabitants of Dighton. Ch. 455. 
1909 Authorized to make additional water loan. Ch. 240. (Accepted July 23, 1909.) 
1910. Authorized to supply Town of Berkley with water. Ch. 383. 
1911. Relative to payment of bonds issued for an additional water loan. Ch. 94. 
1911. Authorized to supply water to the inhabitants of Raynham. Ch. 336. 
1923 Relative to the collection of water rates. Ch. 391. (Accepted Oct. 13, 1926.) 
1924 Authorizing the Cities of Fall River, New Bedford and Taunton to increase and 
protect their water supply. Ch. 400. 
1931 Authorizing the water department to supply water to the Town of Raynham. Ch. 
232. 
1976 Authorizes purchase of certain land and establishment of water plant. Ch. 160. 
 
Sec. 6. Table of acts relating to miscellaneous subjects, 
 
1879 Establishing boundary line between Taunton and Berkley. Ch. 173. 
1883 Authorized to construct a way over lands of the Taunton Lunatic Hospital. Ch. 254. 
1884 Authorized to lay out a way over lands of the Taunton Lunatic Hospital. Ch. 267. 
1891 Authorized to cede land to the United States for a poet office building. Ch. 197. 
1898 Park commissioners to have custody of shade trees in streets and public places. Ch. 
86. 
1898 Park commissioners to have custody of public cemeteries. Ch. 153. 
1900 Authorized to incur debt and give land for the Robert Treat Paine memorial. Ch. 53. 
1901 Relative to the grade crossing at Chace's station. Ch.205. 
1912 Authorizing payment to widow of John Carr. Ch. 148. 
1912 Relative to promotion of call firemen to the permanent force. Ch. 570. 
1912 Authorizing payment to the widow of Thomas Murphy. Ch. 655. 
1914 Authorized to maintain a dental clinic under supervision of school committee. Ch. 
87. (Repealed by Acts of1932. Ch. 133.) 
1917, Authorized to employ school nurses. Ch. 113. (Accepted May 2, 1917.) 
1917. Authorized to pay sum of money to J. Joseph Hoye.(Accepted April 7, 1917.) 
1917. Authorized to reimburse George B. Hayes for license found to be void. (Accepted 
March 7, 1917.) 
1919. Authorized with Attleboro, Norton and Mansfield, to operate Norton, Taunton and 
Attleboro Street Railway. Ch. 208. 
1919 Authorized to place matron of police department under civil service. Ch. 39. 
(Accepted March 11, 1919.) 
1919 Establishing a municipal lighting commission for the City of Taunton. Ch. 150. 
1920 Relating to removal of overhead wires on certain streets. Ch. 350. 
1921 Authorized to discontinue a part of the Caswell Burial Ground. Ch. 4. 
1924 Authorized to pension members of Taunton Fire Department. Ch. 241. (Accepted 
April 17, 1924.) 
1928 Authorizing payment to Agnes Winston for injuries sustained. Ch. 289. (Accepted 
June 5, 1928.) 
1934 Authorized, through municipal lighting commission, to sell steam. Ch. 196. 
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1964 Authorizes payment of certain sum to widow of former mayor (Bernard F. Cleary). 
Ch. 539. 
1965 Amends Ch. 150 of 1919 to increase membership of municipal light commission. 
Ch. 289. 
1965 Authorizes formation of vocational regional school district by Taunton and certain 
towns. Ch. 751. 
1965 Provides for payment to city of certain sum as additional reimbursement for 
veterans' benefits granted in 1963. 
1966 Establishes initiative and referendum provisions in the city (provides that Ch. 43, 
Sec 37-44 of General Laws are to be applicable as though city had adopted one of the 
plans); provides that it will take effect upon acceptance by the city. Ch. 250. 
1968. Office of veterans' [veterans'] agent and director of veterans' services placed under 
civil service law. Ch. 580. 
1969. City authorized to reach rents and other income of certain tax delinquent real 
estate. Ch. 198. 
1969. Validates acts, with respect to zoning, of building code board of appeals on or prior 
to July 7, 1964. Ch. 697. 
1969. Authorizes city to borrow money for new electric generating unit and to make 
long-term contracts for sale of electricity. Ch. 857. 
1970. Authorizes appropriation of specific amount from previous bond issue for another 
purpose. Ch. 255. 
1971. Names certain highway overpass. Ch. 482. 
1971. Authorizes  city  to  pay  medical  bill  for certain employee for injury sustained in 
course of employment. Ch. 736. 
1971. Authorizes city to pay certain firemen certain awards granted them by an arbitrator. 
Ch. 761. 
1971. Authorizes granting of pay raises to employees retroactive to January 1, 1971. Ch. 
815. 
1972. Authorizes payment of hospital bill for an injury sustained by certain employee in 
course of employment. Ch. 104. 
1972. Authorizes retroactive pay raises for school employees for period 1-1-71 to 6-27-
71. Ch. 171. 
1972. Authorizes granting retroactive pay raises for certain employees. Ch. 439. 
1972. Authorizes payment of medical bills for injury of certain employee sustained in 
course of employment. Ch. 560. 
1972. Authorizes payments to certain individuals for increases in pensions for years 1970 
and 1971. Ch. 688. 
1973. Designates department of natural resources rink in Taunton as Taunton Memorial 
Park. Ch. 29. 
1973. Authorizes payment of certain medical bills of certain employee for injury 
sustained in course of employment. Ch. 119. 
1973. Authorizes payment to certain former policeman for vacation pay for 1970 and 
1971. 
1973. Authorizes granting pension to certain former high school instructor. Ch. 755. 
1973. Amends Ch. 857 of 1969. Ch. 1035. 
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1974. Authorizes payment of certain medical bill for certain former policeman injured in 
line of duty. Ch. 124. 
1974. Directs commissioner of mental health to convey certain land to the city. Ch. 406. 
1974. Establishes salary of mayor. Ch. 523. 
1975. Orders election on issue of election of members of light commission. Ch. 98. 
1975. Authorizes department of public works to acquire certain land in city for highway 
purposes. Ch. 172. 
1975 Amends Ch. 857 of 1969. Ch. 252. 
1975 Authorizes police mutual benefit association to pay certain sums to members upon 
retirement. Ch. 627. 
1975 Validates certain proceedings to acquire certain land for school purposes. Ch. 762. 
1976 Authorizes payment to certain policeman for expenses incurred by him. Ch. 185. 
1976 Relating to amount of retirement benefits which may be paid by police mutual 
benefit association. Ch. 211. 
1977 Exempts position of sealer of weights and measures from civil service law, G.L. c. 
31. Ch. 452. 
1977 Authorizes city to appropriate money to pay certain individuals rewards for 
information re individual who damaged electric plant. Ch. 456. 
1977. Provides for certain individual to be considered resident for purposes of 
employment as firefighter. Ch. 500. 
1978 Authorizes appointment of certain individual to police force. Ch. 138. 
1978 Exempts position of deputy sealer of weights and measures from civil service law, 
G.L. c. 31. Ch. 162. 
1978 Orders submission to voters of issue of three-step pay raise for mayor. Ch. 299. 
1978 Exempts position of clerk in police department from civil service law, G.L. c. 31. 
Ch. 517. 
1978 Orders submission to voters of issues re composition of municipal light 
commission. Ch. 558. 
1979. Exempting the offices of superintendent of cemeteries and superintendent of parks 
and playgrounds of the City of Taunton from the provisions of the Civil Service Law. Ch. 
269. 
1980. Authorizing the City of Taunton to submit to the state secretary the plan redividing 
certain wards in said city. Ch.139. 
1980. Establishing a park and recreation commission in the City of Taunton. Ch. 569. 
1982. Authorizing and directing the state treasurer to pay a certain sum of money to the 
City of Taunton to enable said city to satisfy an outstanding judgment. Ch. 311. 
1983. Authorizing the City of Taunton to sell certain park land. (School Street Mini Park) 
Ch. 166. 
1983. Designating the bridge over Interstate Highway Route 495 in the City of Taunton 
as the Honorable Rudolph H. DeSilva Memorial Bridge. Ch. 271. 
1985. Relative to granting and renewing certain licenses and permits in cities and towns. 
Ch. 640. 
1986. Authorizes transfer of certain city-owned land to the Taunton Housing Authority. 
Ch. 219. 
1987. Exempts the positions of housing and code enforcement inspector and food 
inspector in the City of Taunton from the provisions of civil service law. Ch. 133. 
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1990. Authorizes the City of Taunton to furnish water to the Massachusetts Correctional 
Institution, Bridgewater. Ch. 375. 
1990. Relates to reduction in rank for certain public employees. Ch. 457. 
1991. Authorizes the City of Taunton to lease a certain parcel of land. Ch. 53. 
1991. Designates a certain skating rink as the Theodore J. Aleixo, Jr., Skating Rink. Ch. 
190. 
1991. Authorizes the Division of Capital Planning and Operations to transfer a certain 
parcel of land on the grounds of the Taunton State Hospital to the Department of  
Fisheries, Wildlife and Environmental Law Enforcement. Ch. 528.  
1992. Providing civil service status for certain employees of the Municipal Lighting 
Plant. Ch. 117. 
1992. Establishing a funding schedule for the retirement system of the City of Taunton. 
Ch. 185. 
1992. City of Taunton Mobile Home Parks Eviction and Discontinuance Review Board. 
Ch. 207. 
1992. Relative to mitigating the effects of Internal Revenue Service regulations 
concerning Social Security coverage for part-time employees of the Commonwealth and 
its political subdivisions. Ch. 494. 
1994. Providing for election of Planning Board. Ch 108 
1994. Providing for election of zoning board of appeals. Ch 109 
 
Sec. 7. Table of statutes and General Laws which have been accepted. 
 
G.S., Ch. 19, Sec 6, 7, 8, 9, 10 and 12. Relating to city and ward officers. (Accepted Aug. 
30, 1865) 
G.S., Ch. 45, Sec 7 and 8. Relating to Sidewalks. (Accepted March 29, 1865) 
G.S., Ch. 83, Sec 2. Relating to pickerel and trout. (Accepted Dec. 23, 1868) 
G.S., Ch. 87,Sec 1 to 5, inclusive. Relating to the abatement of nuisances. (Accepted 
Nov. 3, 1869) 
G.S., Ch. 88, Sec 33 and 40, inclusive. Relating to steam engines, furnaces and boilers. 
(Accepted Feb. 27, 1867) 
Acts of 1862, Ch. 74. Relating to stationary engines. (Accepted Feb. 27, 1867) 
Acts of 1872, Ch. 243. Relating to the prevention of fires. (Accepted May 1, 1872) 
Acts of 1872, Ch. 303. Relating to sidewalks. (Accepted June 12, 1872) 
Pub. Statutes, Ch. 27, Sections 13 and 14. Relating to public baths. (Accepted March 13, 
1896) 
Acts of 1882, Ch. 154. Relating to laying out public parks. (Accepted Dec. 5, 1893) 
Acts of 1888, Ch. 331. Relating to pickerel. (Accepted June 23,1890) 
Acts of 1890, Ch. 74. Relating to the preservation of health in cities. (Accepted June 15, 
1894) 
Acts of 1891, Ch. 370. Relating to establishing a municipal lighting plant. (Accepted 
Dec. 8, 1896) 
Acts of 1893, Ch. 380. Relating to apportionment of sewer assessments. (Accepted Nov. 
1, 1893) 
Acts of 1894, Ch. 481.Sec 14 to 22, inclusive. Relating to inspection of buildings. 
(Accepted Nov. 24, 1899) 
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Acts of 1901, Ch. 332. Relating to the term of office of the city clerk. (Accepted Dec. 3, 
1901) 
R.L., Ch. 103, Relating to plumbing. (Acceptance deemed to have been made: See acts of 
1909, Ch. 536, Sec 8) 
R.L., Ch. 106, Sec 20. Relating to the number of hours for a day's work for city laborers, 
etc. (Accepted Dec. 2, 1902) 
R.L., Ch. 108, Sec 26, 27 and 28. Relating to a reserve police force. (Accepted April 13, 
1911) 
Acts of 1903, Ch. 454. Relating to joint caucuses for all political parties. (Accepted Nov.  
3, 1903; revoked Dec. 6, 1904) 
Acts of 1908, Ch. 513. Relating to public playgrounds. (Accepted Dec. 8, 1908) 
Acts of 1909, Ch. 423. Relating to the sale of ice cream, etc., on the Lord's Day. 
(Accepted March 19, 1911) 
Acts of 1910, Ch. 520. Relating to nomination by plurality vote of candidates for 
representative in the Fifth Bristol District. (Accepted by the District No. 8, 1910) 
Acts of 1911, Ch. 367. Relating to the temporary use of school buildings. (Accepted Feb. 
21, 1912) 
Acts of 1907, Ch. 576, Sec 102 to 105, inclusive. Relating to insurance of public 
buildings by a municipal insurance fund. (Accepted Feb. 19, 1913) 
Acts of 1913, Ch. 807. Relating to the compensation of laborers. (Accepted by the voters 
Dec. 2, 1913) 
Acts of 1909, Ch. 514, Sec 42. Relating to an eight hour law for laborers. (Accepted by 
the voters Dec. 2, 1913) 
Acts of 1914, Ch. 217. Relating to vacations for laborers. (Accepted by the voters Nov. 3, 
1914) 
Acts of 1913, Ch. 572. Relating to building lines in cities and towns. (Accepted Sept. 29, 
1915) 
Acts of 1915, Ch. 97. Relating to one day off in five for members of the fire department. 
(Accepted by the voters Dec. 7, 1915) 
Acts of 1916, Ch. 293. Relating to the licensing of motor vehicles carrying passengers for 
hire. (Accepted June 21, 1916) 
R.L., Ch. 108, Sec 29, as amended by Ch. 188 of the Acts of 1909. Relating to pensions 
for police disabled for useful service. (Accepted Oct. 4, 1916) 
Acts of 1912, Ch. 447. Relating to the retirement of certain veterans in the service of 
cities and towns. (Accepted Feb. 2, 1917) 
Acts of 1908, Ch. 216. Relating to apportionment of sidewalk assessments. (Accepted 
June 1, 1917) 
Acts of 1917, Ch. 254. Relating to the payment of employees who enlist in the service of 
the United States, the difference between their military and municipal compensation. 
(Accepted Oct. 31, 1917) 
Acts of 1913, Ch. 835, Sec 24. Relating to establishing board of registrars of voters 
consisting of four persons. (Accepted March 11, 1919) 
Acts of 1919, Ch. 312. Relating to establishment of continuation school in Taunton. 
(Accepted Nov. 4, 1919, by voters) 
Acts of 1919, Ch. 132. Providing for two platoon system for members of the fire 
department. (Accepted by voters Nov. 4, 1919) 
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Acts of 1920, Ch. 240. Relating to certain sports and games on the Lord's Day. (Accepted 
Dec. 7, 1920, by voters) 
G.L., Ch. 73, Sec 41. Relating to the establishing of a board of survey. (Accepted Jan. 2, 
1925) 
G.L., Ch 41, Sec 34A. Relating to change of name of Overseers of Poor to Public 
Welfare Department. (Accepted Dec. 21, 1926) 
Acts of 1928, Ch. 136, Sec 21 to 25 inclusive. Relating to certain sports and games on the 
Lord's Day. (Accepted Dec. 11, 1928) 
Acts of 1924, Ch. 504. Relating to payment of hospital, medical and surgical expenses of 
police officers in certain cases. (Accepted May 28, 1929) 
Acts of 1936, Ch.  318. Relating to a contributory retirement system for city employees. 
(Accepted Nov. 3, 1936) 
Acts of 1938, Ch. 426, Sec 16B. Providing for one day off in six for police officers. 
(Accepted by vote of the council, October 7, 1941) 
Acts of 1941, Ch. 48, Sec 58A. Relative to hours of duty for permanent firemen. 
(Accepted Aug. 31, 1943) 
Acts of 1943, Ch. 522. Relative to changing term of office of Superintendent of Streets. 
(Accepted December 7, 1943 by voters) 
Acts of 1941, Ch. 414. Relative to placing city clerk under civil service. (Accepted 
December 7, 1943 by voters) 
G.L., Ch. 32, Sec 90A. Relative to increase in retirement allowance. (Accepted October 
5, 1943) 
Acts of 1936, Ch. 211. Relative to improved method of municipal planning. (Accepted 
May 9, 1944) 
G.L., Ch. 31, Sec 47. Relative to all labor service being classified by civil service. 
(Accepted Feb. 8, 1944) 
Acts of 1945, Ch. 447. Relative to vacation for returning veterans. (Accepted July 9, 
1946) 
Acts of 1946, Ch. 200. An act to authorize the placing of the office of chief of police 
under civil service laws. 
Acts of 1946, Ch. 559. Relative to increase in pensions for public employees. (Accepted 
Oct. 15, 1946) 
Acts of 1946, Ch. 576. Relative to retirement of certain members of police and fire 
departments. (Accepted October 14, 1947) 
Acts of 1948, Ch. 588. Relative to increase in pensions to certain former public 
employees. (Accepted April 20, 1949) 
Acts of 1948, Ch. 330. Relative to vacations. (Accepted Aug. 3, 1948.) 
Acts of 1950, Ch. 614. Relative to unpaid bills. (Accepted July 25, 1952) 
Acts of 1951, Ch. 49. Relative to signing of bonds or notes or the City of Taunton. 
(Accepted by municipal council, February 28, 1951) 
G.L., Ch. 48, Sec 59B to 59D. Relative to reserve fire force. (Accepted Oct. 17, 1951) 
Acts of 1951, Ch. 102. Relative to vacancies in the school committee. (Accepted in Joint 
convention March 14, 1951)  
Acts of 1950, Ch. 820. Relative to increase in annual amount of certain pensions. 
(Accepted by the municipal council, Jan. 3, 1951) 
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Acts of 1952, Ch. 442. Relative to certain employees in the water department. (Accepted 
by the council, July 29,1952) 
Acts of 1951, Ch. 781, and Acts of 1952, Ch. 624.  Relative to increase in retirement. 
(Accepted by council, January 27, 1953) 
Acts of 1953, Ch. 387. Relative to annuities. (Accepted by council, June 23, 1953) 
Acts of 1951, Ch. 346. Relative to 5-day week for the police department. (Accepted by 
council, March 9, 1954) 
Acts of 1954, Ch. 139. Relative to renewal of certain licenses. (Accepted by council, 
April 6, 1954) 
Acts of 1935, Ch. 205. Relative to reserves annual tour of duty. (Accepted by council, 
March 28, 1950) 
Acts of 1956, Ch. 291. Relative to membership in the board of health. (Accepted by 
council, May 8, 1956) 
G.L., Ch.41, Sec 100A. Relative to indemnification of officers and employees. (Accepted 
by council, November 23, 1955) 
G.L., Ch. 41, Sec 100B. Relative to indemnification of retired police and firefighters for 
hospital, etc. (Accepted October 19, 1955) 
Acts of 1955, Ch. 670, and Acts of 1956, Ch. 605. Relative to increases in pensions, etc., 
for former public employees. (Accepted Feb. 27, 1957) 
G.L., Ch. 140, Sec 194, 195 and 196. Relative to renting boats, etc. (Accepted July 25, 
1956) 
Acts of 1957, Ch. 58. Relative to facsimile signatures on bonds, etc. (Accepted May 22, 
1957) 
G.L., Ch. 90, Sec 51E. Relative to airport commissions. (Accepted Nov. 26, 1957) 
G.L., Ch.  40, Sec 8A and 5.  Relative to industrial development comm. (Accepted Jan. 
20; 1959) 
G.L., Ch. 40, Sec 6B. Relative to uniforms for police and fire departments. (Accepted Jun 
12, 1959) 
G.L., Ch. 44, Sec 65.  Relative to advances in pay to employees, etc. (Accepted July 29, 
1959) 
G.L., Ch. 41, Sec111G. Relative to additional vacation. (Accepted March 22, 1960) 
Acts of 1959, Ch. 141. Relative to changing title of welfare agent. (Accepted March 22, 
1960) 
Acts of 1960, Ch. 561, and G.L., Ch. 40, Sec 4C. Relative to collective bargaining for the 
lighting plant. (Accepted July 11, 1962) 
G.L., Ch. 32B, Sec10. Relative to group insurance. (Accepted May 15, 1962, effective 
Jan. 1, 1963) 
Acts of 1962, Ch. 735. Relative to pay for Thomas McCarthy. (Accepted Aug. 9, 1962) 
G.L., Ch.  32B, Sec 9A Relative to premium retired employees. (Accepted Jan. 30, 1963) 
G.L., Ch. 32B, Sec11B. Relative to Ch. 32A, Sec 10B, group insurance. (Accepted Jan. 
30, 1963) 
Acts of 1959, Ch. 228. Relative to minimum annual compensation for police officers. 
(Accepted February 14, 1963) 
G.L., Ch. 140, Sec 185A. Relative to licenses for dancing schools. (Accepted March 5, 
1963) 
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G.L., Ch. 90, Sec 18A, as amended by Ch. 409, Acts 1962, relative to pedestrian control 
standards. (Accepted July 30, 1963) 
G.L., Ch. 40, Sec 8A. Relative to establishing a development and industrial commission. 
(Accepted December 10, 1963) 
Acts of 1964, Ch. 228. Relative to filling vacancies for municipal council. (Accepted 
April 14, 1964) 
Acts of 1964, Ch. 539. Relative to paying a sum of money to widow of late mayor, 
Bernard F. Cleary. (Accepted June 23, 1964) 
Acts of 1962, Ch. 646. An act increasing the amounts of pensions and retirement 
allowances payable to certain former public employees (Accepted July 21, 1964) 
Acts of 1963, Ch. 478. An act increasing the amounts of pensions and retirement 
allowances payable to certain former public employees (Accepted July 21, 1964) 
Acts of 1953, Ch. 374. An act relative to providing pensions for widows of policemen 
and fire fighters under the noncontributory retirement law. (Accepted November 17, 
1964)  
Acts of 1964, Ch. 780. An act relative to the establishment in Taunton of a permanent 
branch of registry of motor vehicles (Accepted Nov. 17, 1964) 
Acts of 1965, Ch. 289. An act increasing the membership of the Municipal Light 
Commission of the City of Taunton. (Accepted November, 1965, by voters) 
G.L., Ch. 40, Sec. 8C. Relative to the establishment of a municipal conservation 
commission. (Accepted February 2, 1965) 
Acts of 1966, Ch. 174. Relative to orders (Accepted April 26, 1966) 
Acts of 1969, Ch. 6978. An act validating certain acts of the board of appeals. (Accepted 
August 19, 1969) 
G.L., Cha. 32B, Sec. 7A and 9E, as amended, as inserted by Ch. 100 of the Acts of 1968. 
Relative to Blue Cross-Blue Shield (Accepted August 19, 1969) 
Chapter 255, Acts of 1970.  Appropriation of funds previously raised by bond issue 
(Accepted July 14, 1970) 
Chapter 250, Acts of 1966. Initiative referendum procedures (Accepted Nov. 10, 1970) 
Chapter 41, G.L., Sec. 108L. Career incentive pay program (Accepted July 27, 1971) 
Chapter 40, G.L., Sec. 8D. Creating historical commission. (Accepted March 28, 1972) 
Chapter 90, G.L., Sec. 20C. Violations parking regulations. (Accepted May 2, 1972) 
Chapter 617, Acts of 1970. Increase pensions for certain retired veterans: (Accepted May 
30, 1972) 
Chapter 763, Acts of 1972. Increasing group life insurance benefits for retired employees, 
(Accepted Nov. 21, 1972) 
Chapter 147, G.L., Sec. 10F. Appointment of parking control officers. (Accepted Aug. 3, 
1973) 
Chapter 347, Acts of 1973. Non-contributory retirement system. (Accepted Dec. 11, 
1973) 
Chapter 95, G.L., Secs. 11A, 11B, 11C. Bicycle safety. (Accepted Nov. 5, 1973) 
Chapter 634, Acts of 1971. Responsibility of bridges by department of public works. 
(Accepted Feb. 10, 1976) 
Chapter 44, G.L., Sec. 64. Removing a restriction for unpaid bills by certain cities. 
(Accepted June 29, 1976) 
Chapter 40, G.L., Sec. 8G. Agreements for mutual police aid program. (March 15, 1977) 
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Chapter 90, Sec 20A1/2, M.G.L. Issuing and collection of parking fines. (10/13/1981) 
Chapter 339, Acts of 1981. An act authorizing cities and towns to allocate certain 
anticipated receipts. (Adopted November 2, 1981) 
Chapter 164A, M.G.L. Entitled "The New England Power Pool." (December 8. 1981) 
Chapter 32B, Sec17(a), M. G.  Group Insurance, etc. (Adopted February 23, 1982) 
Chapter 487, Acts of 1980. An act to assist the cities and towns to finance the 
construction of off-street parking facilities in commercial area revitalization districts. 
(Adopted November 16, 1982) 
Chapter 712, Acts of 1979. An act requiring the installation of smoke detectors in certain 
residential building and structures. (Accepted Feb. 5, 1980) 
Chapter 296, Acts of 1982. An act authorizing cities and towns to compensate their 
school committee members. (Accepted March 22, 1983) 
Chapter 597, Acts of 1982. An act providing for the issuance without payment of a fee of 
distinctive license plates to former prisoners of war. (Accepted June 7, 1983) 
Chapter 148, Secs. 26, 26A, 26B, 26C, 26D, 26E, 26F, and 26G M.G.L. Regulating 
sprinklers, fire detection devices, and smoke detectors, etc. (Accepted October 18, 1983) 
Chapter 477, Acts of 1984. An act regarding bids and bidding, municipal purchases, and 
exemptions. (Accepted April 2, 1985) 
Chapter 317, Acts of 1984. An act relative to certain land in the City of Taunton. 
(Approved December 6, 1984) 
Chapter 143, Acts of 1985. An act authorizing the City of Taunton to convey a certain 
parcel of land to the Commonwealth. (Approved July 11, 1985) 
Chapter 188, Section 13, Acts of 1985. An act improving the public schools of the 
Commonwealth. (Accepted December 10, 1985) 
Chapter 225, Acts of 1985. An act exempting all aide and clerical positions in the 
Taunton School Districts in the City of Taunton from the provisions of the civil service 
law. (Approved August 1, 1985) 
Chapter 226, Acts of 1985. An act exempting the position of supervisor of vehicular 
maintenance in the City of Taunton from the provisions of the civil service law. 
(Approved August 1, 1985)  
Chapter 227, Acts of 1985. An act exempting the positions of municipal health safety 
agent and zoning code enforcement officer in the City of Taunton from the provisions of 
the civil service law. (Approved August 1, 1985) 
Chapter 352, Acts of 1985. An act authorizing the City of Taunton to receive and 
administer the property of the Taunton Cemetery. (Approved October 4, 1985) 
Chapter 459, Acts of 1985. An act placing the office of the chief of the fire department of 
the City of Taunton under civil service law. (Approved October 31, 1985) 
Chapter 308, Acts of 1985. An act authorizing cities and towns to assume responsibility 
and liability for dog licensing, control and regulation. (Accepted June 2, 1987) 
Chapter 221, Acts of 1986. An act exempting the position of office clerk in the office of 
the zoning board of appeals in the City of Taunton from the provisions of the civil service 
law. (Approved July 15, 1986) 
M.G.L., Chapter 32, Section 20, subsection 4, paragraphs (d 1/2) and (h). Relative to 
retirement systems and pensions. (Accepted June 9, 1987) 
M.G.L., Chapter 40, Section 39K.  Authorizes cities and towns to establish an enterprise 
fund. (Accepted January 12, 1988)  
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Chapter 404, Acts of 1987. An act relative to the payment of property taxes. (2/9/1988)  
Chapter 59, Section 5, clause 41-I3. Assessment of local taxes. (Adopted May 3, 1988) 
Chapter 71, Section 40. A resolution accepting, subject to state financing, provisions to 
pay all teachers, except trainees and substitutes, at the rate of not less than $20,000.00 for 
school years commencing after July 1, 1987. (Adopted June 21, 1988) 
Chapter 148, Sections 26H and 26I. Regulating sprinklers, fire detection devices and 
smoke detectors, etc, (Adopted December 8, 1992) 
Chapter 102, Acts of 1951. Relative to the filling of vacancies in the school committee. 
(Approved March 2, 1951)  
Chapter 653, Section 40, Acts of 1989. Amends subsection (a) of section 2A of Chapter 
59 of the General Laws. (Adopted March 17, 1992) 
Chapter 64G, Section 3A, Acts of 1989. Four percent Local Option Hotel/Motel Excise 
Tax. (Adopted March 28, 1989) 
Chapter 254, Acts of 1990. Public employees' compensation for service beyond age 70. 
(Adopted June 18, 1991) 
Chapter 156, Acts of 1993. Providing for recall of elected officials. 
Chapter 373, Acts of 1990. An act exempting a certain position in the school department 
of the city of Taunton from the provisions of the Civil Service Law. 
Chapter 32, Section 20(6) a of the Massachusetts General Laws be accepted. An 
amendment to the contributory retirement laws- compensation of board members(8/11/ 
1995) 
Chapter 32B section 9D 1/2 be adopted. Survivor's Health Insurance (Nov 8, 1996) 
Chapter 71 of the acts of 1996.  An act authorizing certain public employees creditable 
retirement service time for active service in the armed forces be accepted (sept 13, 1996) 
Chapter 16, Acts of 1998. An act exempting the position of school custodian in the 
school department in the city of Taunton from the provisions of the civil service law. 
Chapter 17, Acts of 1998. An act relative to the annual cost of living adjustments for 
retirees under GL Chapter 32 sec 103 (May 19, 1998) 
MGL Chapter 59, Section 5K- Establishing a Senior Citizen Property Tax Work-Off 
Program (May 24, 2000) 
Chapter 653, Section 41 of the Acts of 1989 as amended by statute 1966, chapter 284, 
sections 5-8 and statute 1997, chapter 237, section 1. An act relative to quarterly tax 
payments 
Chapter 242, Acts of 2000 as Codified in MGL c 31, sec 58A. An act relative to 
application age for a public safety position. 
Chapter 411 of the Acts of 2000. an act relative to the non-contributory retirement pop-up 
act  
Chapter 59, section 5 and Clause 54 as inserted by section 114 and 488 of Chapter 159 of 
the Acts of 2000 
Section 6 of Chapter 116 of the Acts of 2002 be adopted (amendment to Military Service 
Credit (GL c 32 sec 4(1)h)). Allows veterans who did not previously elect (ch71, Acts of 
1996) to purchase military service another 180 day opportunity to purchase that service 
(7/29/02) 
- Section 4 of Chapter 73 of the Acts of 1986 effective July 1, 2003, amended by Chapter 
126, of which is incorporated into the MGL Chapter 59, Section 5, Clause 22 is a valid 
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law which gives authority for the local town or city to grant an additional Real Estate Tax 
Exemption up to 100% of the amount listed in Clause 22 and 22A-22E (10/9/2002) 
- Sections 1 and 2 of Chapter 116 of the Acts of 2002 by vote of the Taunton Municipal 
Council. The following limits were set; six(6) for group 1 and 0 for groups 2 and 4.  
Application deadline November 8, 2002. Retirement date; December 6, 2002 
(10/31/02) 
- Order dated October 9, 2001 regarding Personal property Taxation. Chapter 59, sec 5 
Clause 54 as inserted by section 114 and 488 of Chapter 159 of the Acts of 2000, is 
effective for FY 2003, and allows the City of Taunton to establish a minimum fair cash 
value of less than $10,000.  (11/12/02) 
- Pursuant to Section 4B of the MGL Chapter 4, the Municipal Council hereby repeals, 
revokes and rescinds any prior local acceptance of Chapter 44, section 53F1/2 of the 
General Laws with respect to establishing a landfill enterprise account. (6/30/2003) 
- Chapter 258 section 13 regarding the indemnification of municipal officials (6/15/2004) 
- Section 2 of Chapter 235 of the Acts of 2004, adopt the provisions entitled “an Act 
Authorizing an Early Retirement Program” (8/31/2004) 
- Chapter 137 of the Acts of 2003 relative to Public Employees Serving in the Armed 
Forces of the United States (11/30/2004) 
- Chapter 157 of the Acts of 2005 relative to Disability Retirement Benefits for Veterans 
(2/13/2006) 
- Chapter 491 of the Acts of 2004 relative to the establishment of the Municipal 
Affordable Housing Trust (2/27/2006) 
- Chapter 55 of the Acts of 2006 relative to An Act Increasing the Accidental Death 
Benefit Paybale to Surviving Children (9/15/2006)  
- Chapter 32B section 18 relative to the Transfer of Retirees, Spouses and Dependants 
enrolled in Medicare Part A to Medicare Extension Care (11/22/2006) 
-Section 8E of the MGL Chapter 40 relative to the establishment of a Youth Commission 
(1/16/2007) 
-Section 108P of MGL Chapter 41 relative to the City Treasurer/City Collectoe position 
(3/25/2008) 
- Chapter 260 of the Acts of 2006 section 12 codified in MGL Chapter 59 section 5L 
relative to An Act Establishing the Massachusetts Military Enhanced Relief Individual 
Tax (Merit) Plan (5/20/2008) 
- Chapter 43D relative to the establishment of a local Expedited Permitting Program 
(5/20/2008) 
- MGL Chapter 64G section 3A relative to the local room occupancy excise rate 
(7/21/2009) 
- MGL Chapter 64L section 2A relative to the local meals tax (6/30/2009) 
 

CHARTER DISPOSITION TABLE 
The following is a list of city legislation which amended or affected the Charter: 
 
Date     Sec.    Disposition 
2-21-84        Art. I. Sec 13(note) 
2-21-84        Art. I. Sec 13(note, 
12-13-88        Art. I, Sec 13(note) 
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PART II 

REVISED ORDINANCES 
Chapter 1 

GENERAL PROVISIONS 
 
Sec. 1-1. How Revision designated and cited. 
 
The ordinances embrace in the following chapters and sections shall constitute and be 
designated  "Revised Ordinances of the City of Taunton," and may be so cited. (Rev. 
Ords. 1964, Sec. 1-1) 
 
 Sec. 1-2. Rules of construction.  
 
In the construction of the Revised Ordinances, and of all other ordinances of the city, the 
following rules shall be observed, unless such construction would be inconsistent with 
the manifest intent of the council: 
 
City. The word "city" shall be construed as if the words "of Taunton" followed it. 
 
Computation of time. Whenever a notice is required to be given or an act to be done, a 
certain length of time before any proceeding shall be had, the day on which such notice is 
given, or such act is done, shall be counted in computing the time, but the day on which 
such proceeding is to be had shall not be counted. 
 
 Council. Whenever the word "council" is used, it shall be construed to mean the 
municipal council. 
 
Gender. A word importing the masculine gender only shall extend and be applied to 
females and to firms, partnerships and corporations as well as to males. 
  
Month. The word "month" shall mean a calendar month. 
 
Number. A word importing the singular number only may extend and be applied to 
several persons and things as well as to one person and thing. 
 
Oath. The word "oath" shall be construed to include an affirmation in all cases in which 
by law an affirmation may be substituted for an oath, and in such case the words "swear" 
and "sworn" shall be equivalent to the words "affirm" and "affirmed." 
 
Or, and. "Or" may be read "and," and "and" may be read "or" if the sense requires it. 
 
Owner. The word “owner” applied to a building or land, shall include any part owner, 
joint owner, common, tenant in partnership, joint tenant or tenant by the entirety, of the 
whole or of a part of such building or land 
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Person. The word "person" shall extend and be applied to associations, firms, 
partnerships and bodies politic and corporate as well as to individuals. 
 
Preceding, following. The words "preceding" and "following" mean next before and the 
next after, respectively. 
 
Street. The word "street" shall be construed to embrace streets, avenues, boulevards, 
roads, alleys, lanes, viaducts and all other public highways in the city. 
 
Tenant. The word "tenant" or "occupant," applied to a building or land, shall include any 
person holding a written or oral lease of or who occupies the whole or part of such 
building or land, either alone or with others. 
 
Time. Words used in the past or present tense include the future as well as the past and 
present. 
 
Written or in writing shall be construed to include any representation of words, letters or 
figures, whether by printing or otherwise. (Rev. Ords. 1964, Sec 1-3) 
 
Sec. 1-3. Severability. 
  
If any part or parts, section or subsection, sentence, clause or phrase of the Revised 
Ordinances is for any reason declared to be unconstitutional or invalid, such decision 
shall not affect the validity of the remaining portions of the Revised Ordinances. (Rev. 
Ords. 1964, Sec 1-4) 
 
Sec. 1-4. Catchlines of sections. 
 
The catchlines of the several sections of the Revised Ordinances printed in boldface type 
are intended as mere catchwords to indicate the contents of the section and shall not be 
deemed or taken to be titles of such sections, nor as any part of the section, nor, unless 
expressly so provided, shall they be so deemed when any of such sections, including the 
catchlines, are amended or reenacted. (Rev. Ords. 1964, Sec1-5) 
 
Sec. 1-5. General penalty for violation of ordinances. 
 
Any person violating any chapter or section of the Revised Ordinances in which no 
specific penalty is provided shall be punished by a fine not exceeding three hundred 
dollars ($300.00). (Rev. Ords. 1964, Sec 1-6; Ord of 5-23-2000) 
 
Cross reference-Miscellaneous offenses, Ch. 14; police, Ch. 18. 
State law reference--limit on penalties for ordinance violations, M.G.L.A., c. 40, Sec 21. 
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Sec 1-5.1  21D  NON-CRIMINAL DISPOSITION PENALTIES FOR VIOLATION 
OF ORDINANCES 
 
Whoever violates any chapter, section or provision of the revised ordinances of the City 
of Taunton, may be penalized by means of non-criminal disposition as provided in 
General Laws, chapter 40, Section 21D.  The non-criminal method of disposition may 
also be used for violations of any rule or regulation of any municipal officer, board, or 
department which is subject to a specific penalty.  In addition to Police officers who shall 
in all cases be considered enforcement persons for the purpose of this provision, the 
municipal personnel responsible for administering each section of the ordinances, if any, 
shall also be enforcement persons for such sections.  Penalties shall be $50.00 for the first 
offense, $100.00 for the second offense and $300.00 for the each offense thereafter.  Each 
day that a violation exists shall be deemed to be a separate offense (Ord of 5-23-2000) 
 
Sec. 1-6. Ordinances-Publication. 
 
Every ordinance shall, except when otherwise ordered, be published once a week for two 
successive weeks in some newspaper published in the city. Every ordinance consolidating 
and arranging the ordinances shall be exempt from the foregoing provision, shall be 
published by the action of the municipal council in passing the same, and shall be printed 
and bound in such manner as the municipal council may order. (Rev. Ords. 1964, Sec 1-
7) 
 
Sec. 1-7. Same--Recordation. 
 
All ordinances shall be recorded at length by the city clerk, in the order in which they 
shall be passed, in a book kept for that purpose. (Rev. Ords. 1964, Sec 1-8) 
 
Sec. 1-8. Same--Printing. 
 
All ordinances approved by the Municipal Council and signed by the City Solicitor and 
Mayor or approved over the mayor's veto shall be placed in the charge of the City Clerk 
for distribution to Municipal Departments affected by the ordinance revision and any 
Municipal Department requesting in writing that all ordinances be distributed to them. 
(Rev. Ords. 1964, Sec 1-9;Ord of 5-23-2000) 
 
Sec. 1-9. Same--Presentation to mayor. 
 
Whenever an ordinance, order, resolution or vote shall be passed by the municipal 
council which is required by law to be presented to the mayor for approval, the city clerk 
shall without unnecessary delay present the same to the mayor and enter upon the records 
of the municipal council the dates of the presentation and approval thereof. (Rev. Ords. 
1964, sec 1-10) 
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Sec. 1-10. Same--Effective date. 
 
Every ordinance, repeal or amendment of an ordinance, order or resolution shall, when it 
is not otherwise provided therein, take effect at the expiration of ten (10) days after it is  
signed by the mayor.  If such ordinance, repeal or amendment, order or resolution is not 
returned by the mayor within ten (10) days after presentation thereof to the mayor, it shall 
take effect after the expiration of ten (10) days from the date when the same was so 
presented. (Rev. Ords. 1964, Sec 1-11) 
 
State law reference-Veto power of mayor, M.G.L.A., c. 40, Sec 4. 
 
Section 1-10.1 Procedure upon passage by Municipal Council of home Rule 
Petitions to the Legislature  

(a) This section shall apply to any petition from the City to the General Court 
pursuant to section 8 of Article II of the Articles of Amendment to the 
Constitution of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts, as amended from time to 
time, and any other provisions of Massachusetts law referring to petitions from 
the City of Taunton to the State Legislature (hereinafter, “Home Rule Petition”) 

(b) No Home Rule Petition shall be forwarded to the General Court unless it shall 
have received (i) the affirmative votes of at least five members of the Municipal 
Council and (ii) the written approval of the Mayor.  It shall be the responsibility 
of the City Clerk to ensure that an approved Home Rule Petition is actually 
forwarded to the General Court. 

(c) Within one business day of the Municipal Council’s affirmative vote on any 
Home Rule Petition, the City Clerk shall cause the same to be presented to the 
Mayor.  The Mayor may either approve or disapprove said petition.  Unless the 
mayor shall affirmatively approve said petition by signing his name thereon 
within ten days of its presentation, it shall be deemed disapproved by the Mayor. 

(d) Prior to forwarding to the General Court, the City Clerk shall ensure that, on the 
face of the document, the Home Rule Petition contains (i) the date on which the 
Municipal council voted to approve said petition, (ii) the number of councilors 
present when the vote thereon was taken and the number of councilors voting in 
favor thereof, 9iii) the signature in ink and printed name of the Mayor, (iv) the 
date on which the Mayor approved said petition, and (v) the official seal of the 
City of Taunton and the City Clerk’s signature. 

(e) The City Clerk shall forward the Home Rule Petition to the General Court, in 
accordance with the provisions of subsection (f), within one business day of the 
Mayor’s signature thereon. 
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(f) The City Clerk shall forward the Home Rule Petition to the General Court by 
mailing, postage prepaid, the original thereof to the State Senator from Taunton 
with a cover letter.  All State Representatives whose district contains at least one 
percent in Taunton shall be copied in the letter sent to the State Senator and shall 
also be sent, postage prepaid, a copy of the Home Rule Petition by the City Clerk 

(g) Within ten business days of the forwarding of a Home Rule petition to the 
General Court, the City Clerk shall verify, whether by telephone or otherwise, that 
all persons referenced in subsection (f) actually received the original Home Rule 
Petition, or a copy thereof, as the case may be, and the City Clerk shall so notify 
the Municipal Council in writing. 

(h) The City Clerk shall keep in the official records and files of the City, a duplicate 
original of each Home Rule Petition, conforming to all of the required items in 
subsection (d). 

(i) It shall be the duty of the City Clerk to ensure that accurate records are kept of the 
proper addresses of the persons referenced in subsection (f), keeping in mind that 
said addresses may change from time to time. (Ord of 3-9-2004) 

Sec. 1-11. City seal. 
 
The design of the city seal shall be a circle, in the centre, a shield, on which is 
represented the original purchase of the territory by Elizabeth Poole; above the shield on 
the scroll the motto "Dux femina facti;" below, the word "Cohannet:" on the right, a 
railroad, depot, cars and machine shops; on the left, Taunton Great River, shipping and 
warehouses; in the upper border "Taunton:" in the lower, "A town.1639, a city 1864;" the 
device thereof being on file in the city clerk's office. (Rev. Ords. 1964, Sec 1-12)  
 
State law reference--Municipal seals, M.G.L.A., c. 40, Sec 47. 
 
Sec. 1-12. Execution of deeds, 
 
All deeds or other legal instruments made, given or entered into by the city by order of 
the municipal council, requiring a seal, shall be sealed with the city seal and shall be 
signed and acknowledged in behalf of the city by the mayor. (Rev. Ords. 1964, Sec 1-13) 
 
Sec. 1-13. Wards. 
 
The division of the city into eight (8) wards is hereby reaffirmed and, until alteration shall 
be made by the municipal council, shall remain as heretofore established with boundaries 
as follows: 
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WARD ONE 
Precinct A 

 
Beginning at a point on the center of Winthrop Street opposite the center of Brook Street; 
thence northeasterly by the center of Winthrop Street to the center of Walnut Street; 
thence southeasterly by the center of Walnut Street to the center of Clinton Street; thence 
southwesterly by the center of Clinton Street to the center of Barnum Street; thence 
easterly by the center of Barnum Street to the center of Somerset Avenue; thence 
northeasterly by the center of Somerset Avenue to the center of Weir Street; thence 
southeasterly by the center of Weir Street to the center of the Somerset Branch of the 
Railroad right of way; thence southwesterly by the center of the Somerset Branch 
Railroad right of way to the center of First Street; thence northwesterly by the center of 
First Street to the center of Somerset Avenue; thence southwesterly by the center of 
Somerset Avenue to the center of  Highland Street; thence northeasterly by the center of 
Highland Street to the center of Cohannet Street; thence northeasterly by the center of 
Cohannet Street to the center Brook Street; thence northwesterly by the center of Brook 
Street to the center of Winthrop Street, the point of beginning. 

 
WARD ONE 

Precinct B 
 

Precinct B of Ward One shall include all of such Ward One lying within the following 
described lines:  
 
Beginning at a point where the center of Winthrop Street intersects with the Taunton - 
Dighton (City-Town) Boundary Line; thence northeasterly by the center of Winthrop 
Street to the center of Burt Street; thence northwesterly by the center of Burt Street to the 
center of Rocky Woods Street; thence northeasterly by the center of Rocky Woods Street 
to the center of North Walker Street; thence northerly by the center of North Walker 
Street to the center of Fisher Street; thence northeasterly by the center of Fisher Street to 
the center of the Three Mile River; thence southerly and southwesterly by the center of 
the Three Mile River to the center of Winthrop Street; thence northeasterly by the center 
of Winthrop Street to the center of Fairview Avenue; thence northwesterly by the center 
of Fairview Avenue to the center of Crossman Street; thence northeasterly by the center 
of Crossman Street to the center of Highland Street; thence southeasterly by the center of 
Highland Street to the center of Whitehill Street; thence northeasterly by the center of 
Whitehill Street to the center of Anderson Street; thence northwesterly by the center of 
Anderson Street to the center of Oak Street; thence northeasterly by the center of Oak 
Street to the center of Mineral Street; thence southeasterly by the center of Mineral Street 
to the center of East Whitehill Street; thence northeasterly by the center of East Whitehill 
Street to the center of Vernon Street; thence southeasterly by the center of Vernon Street 
to the center of Winthrop Street; thence southwesterly by the center of Winthrop Street to 
the center of Brook Street; thence southeasterly by the center of Brook Street to the 
center of Cohannet Street; thence southwesterly by the center of Cohannet Street to the 
center of Dighton Road; thence southwesterly by the center of Dighton Road to the center 
of Dighton Avenue; thence southeasterly by the center of Dighton Avenue to the center 



 City of Taunton Revised Ordinances 

2010 Printing 1/5/2010  Chapter 1  Page 30 
 

of Baker Road West; thence southeasterly by the center of Baker Road West to the center 
of Somerset Avenue; thence southwesterly by the center of Somerset Avenue to the 
center of Railroad Avenue; thence northwesterly by the center of Railroad Avenue to the 
center of South Street; thence northwesterly by the center of South Street to the center of 
the Three Mile River, the Taunton - Dighton (City-Town) Boundary Line; thence 
northwesterly by the Taunton - Dighton (City- Town) Boundary Line to the center of 
Winthrop Street, the point of beginning. 
 

 
WARD TWO 

Precinct A 
 

Precinct A of Ward Two shall include all of such Ward Two lying within the following 
described lines: 
 
Beginning on the center of Tremont Street at a point opposite the center of Fremont 
Street; thence northwesterly by the center of Fremont Street to the center of Pinckney 
Street; thence northeasterly by the center of Pinckney Street to the center of Danforth 
Street; thence northeasterly by the center of Danforth Street to the center of the Mill 
River; thence southerly by the center of the Mill River to a point opposite the extended 
centerline of West Adams Street; thence northeasterly by the extended centerline of West 
Adams Street to the center of North Pleasant Street; thence southeasterly by the center of 
North Pleasant Street to the center of Washington Street; thence crossing Washington 
Street to the center of Pleasant Street; thence southeasterly by the center of Pleasant 
Street to the center of Broadway; thence southeasterly by the center of Broadway to the 
center of Leonard Street; thence easterly by the center of Leonard Street to the center of 
School Street; thence crossing over School Street to the center of Fruit Street; thence 
easterly by the center of Fruit Street to the center of Union Street; thence southerly by the 
center of Union Street to the center of Main Street; thence crossing Main Street to the 
center of Summer Street; thence southeasterly by the center of Summer Street to the 
center of Spring Street; thence southwesterly by the center of Spring Street to the center 
of High Street; thence crossing over High Street to the center of Bow Street; thence 
southerly by the center of Bow Street to the center of Weir Street; thence crossing Weir 
Street to the center of Somerset Avenue; thence southwesterly by the center of Somerset 
Avenue to the center of Barnum Street; thence westerly by the center of Barnum Street to 
the center of Clinton Street; thence northeasterly by the center of Clinton Street to the 
center of Walnut Street; thence northwesterly by the center of Walnut Street to the center 
of Winthrop Street; thence southwesterly by the center of Winthrop Street to the center of 
Cohannet Street; thence northeasterly by the center of Cohannet Street to the center of 
Mason Street; thence northwesterly by the center of Mason Street to the center of Wales 
Street; thence southwesterly by the center of Wales Street to the center of Olney Street; 
thence northwesterly by the center of Olney Street to the center of Oak Street; thence 
northeasterly by the center of Oak Street to the center of Washington Street; thence 
northeasterly by the center of Washington Street to the center of Tremont Street; thence 
northwesterly by the center of Tremont Street to the center of Fremont Street, the point of 
beginning. 
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WARD TWO 

Precinct B 
 

Precinct B of Ward Two shall include all of such Ward Two lying within the following 
described lines: 
 
Beginning in the center of Highland Street at a point opposite the center of Whitehill 
Street; thence northwesterly by the center of Highland Street to the center of Smith 
Avenue; thence northeasterly by the center of Smith Avenue to the center of Kilmer 
Avenue; thence easterly by the center of Kilmer Avenue to the center of Clifford Street; 
thence northeasterly by the center of Clifford Street to the center of Cobb Brook; thence 
westerly and northerly by the center of Cobb Brook to the center of Shores Street; thence 
westerly by the center of Shores Street to the center of Annawan Street, thence northerly 
by the center of Annawan Street to the center of Tremont Street; thence southeasterly by 
the center of Tremont Street to the center of Washington Street; thence southwesterly by 
the center of Washington Street to the center of Oak Street; thence southwesterly by the 
center of Oak Street to the center of Olney Street; thence southeasterly by the center of 
Olney  Street to the center of Wales Street; thence northeasterly by the center of Wales 
Street to the center of Mason Street; thence southerly and southeasterly by the center of 
Mason Street to the center of Cohannet Street; thence southwesterly by the center of 
Cohannet Street to the center of Winthrop Street; thence southwesterly by the center of 
Winthrop to the center of Vernon Street; thence northwesterly by the center of Vernon 
Street to the center of East Whitehill Street; thence southwesterly by the center of East 
Whitehill Street to the center of Mineral Street; thence northwesterly by the center of 
Mineral Street to the center of Oak Street; thence southwesterly by the center of Oak 
Street to the center of Anderson Street; thence southeasterly by the center of Anderson 
Street to the center of Whitehill Street; thence southwesterly by the center of Whitehill 
Street to the center of Highland Street, the point of beginning. 

 
WARD THREE 

Precinct A 
 

Precinct A of Ward Three shall include all of such Ward Three lying within the following 
described lines: 
 
 Beginning at a point on the center of Washington Street opposite the center of Thrasher 
Street; thence southeasterly by the center of Thrasher Street to the Taunton/Raynham 
town line; thence southeasterly by the Taunton/Raynham town line to the center of so 
called Winding Brook east of Longmeadow Road; thence southwesterly and southerly by 
the center of so called Winding Brook to the center of Dean Street; thence southwesterly 
by the center of Dean Street to the center of Prospect Street; thence southwesterly by the 
center of Prospect Street to the center of  Summer Street; thence northwesterly by the 
center of Summer Street to the center of Main Street; thence crossing Summer Street to 
the center of Union Street; thence northerly by the center of Union Street to the center of 
Fruit Street; thence westerly by the center of Fruit Street to the center of Cedar Street; 
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thence northeasterly by the center of Cedar Street to the center of Grant Street; thence 
northwesterly by the center of Grant Street to the center of  School Street; thence 
northeasterly by the center of School Street to the center of East Broadway; thence 
northwesterly by the center of East Broadway to the center of Washington Street; thence 
northeasterly by the center of Washington Street to a point opposite the center of 
Thrasher Street, the point of beginning. 

 
WARD THREE 

Precinct B 
 
Precinct B of Ward Three shall include all of such Ward Three lying within the following 
described lines: 
 
Beginning at a point in the center of the Taunton River opposite the center of the Cotley 
River; thence southerly to southwesterly by the center of the Cotley River to the center of 
Hart Street; thence westerly by the center of Hart Street to the center of County Street; 
thence northwesterly by the center of County Street to the center of the Taunton River; 
thence crossing over the Taunton River to the center of Summer Street; thence 
northwesterly by the center of Summer Street to the center of Prospect Street; thence 
northeasterly by the center of Prospect Street to the center of Dean Street; thence 
northeasterly by the center of Dean Street to the so called Winding Brook east of 
Longmeadow Road; thence northerly and northeasterly by the so called Winding Brook 
to the Taunton/Raynham town line; thence southeasterly by the Taunton/Raynham town 
line to the center of the Taunton River; thence winding southeasterly and southerly by the 
center of the Taunton River, also being  the Taunton - Raynham (City-Town) Boundary 
Line, to the point opposite the center of the Cotley River, the point of beginning. 
 

WARD FOUR 
Precinct A 

 
Precinct A of Ward Four shall include all of such Ward Four lying within the following 
described lines:  
 
Beginning at a point on the Taunton - Raynham (City-Town) Boundary Line, where the 
center of the Taunton River intersects with the center of the Cotley River; thence easterly 
by the Taunton - Raynham (City-Town) Boundary Line to the City Corner No. 35 (the 
Taunton - Raynham - Middleboro Corner at the intersection of the center of the Taunton 
River and the Poquoy Trout Brook channels); thence easterly by the Taunton - 
Middleboro - (City-Town) Boundary Line to the City Corner No. 36 (the Taunton - 
Middleboro - Lakeville Corner in the channel of the Poquoy - Trout Brook); thence 
southerly and southwesterly by the Taunton - Lakeville (City-Town) Boundary Line to 
the center of Kingman Street; thence northwesterly by the center of Kingman Street to the 
center of Seekell Street; thence southwesterly by the center of Seekell Street to the center 
of Staples Street; thence northwesterly by the center of Staples Street to the center of 
Caswell Street; thence northwesterly by the center of Caswell Street to the center of 
Liberty Street; thence northerly by the center of Liberty Street to the center of 
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Middleboro Avenue; thence southwesterly and northwesterly by the center of Middleboro 
Avenue to the center of the Cotley River; thence northeasterly by the center of the Cotley 
River to the center of the Taunton River on the Taunton-Raynham (City-Town) Boundary 
Line, the point of beginning. 

 
WARD FOUR 

Precinct B 
 

Precinct B of Ward Four shall include all of such Ward Four lying within the following 
described lines: 
 
Beginning at a point on the center of Middleboro Avenue at the intersection of the center 
of Liberty Street; thence southerly by the center of Liberty Street to the center of Caswell 
Street; thence southeasterly by the center of Caswell Street to the center of Staples Street; 
thence southeasterly by the center of Staples Street to the center of Seekell Street; thence 
northeasterly by the center of Seekell Street to the center of Kingman Street; thence 
southeasterly by the center of Kingman Street to the Taunton-Lakeville (City-Town) 
Boundary Line; thence southwesterly by the Taunton-Lakeville (City-Town) Boundary 
Line to the City Corner (the Taunton - Lakeville - Berkley corner); thence northwesterly 
by the Taunton - Berkley (City-Town) Boundary Line to the center of the Amvets 
Memorial Highway (Route 24); thence northeasterly by the center of Route 24 to the 
center of County Street (Route 140); thence northwesterly by the center of County Street 
to the center of Hart Street; thence easterly by the center of Hart Street to the center of 
Middleboro Avenue; thence southeasterly and northeasterly by the center of Middleboro 
Avenue to a point opposite the center of Liberty Street, the point of beginning. 
 

WARD FIVE 
Precinct A 

 
Precinct A of Ward Five shall include all of such Ward Five lying within the following 
described lines:  
 
Beginning at a point where the center of the Stoughton Branch Railroad right of way 
intersects with the Taunton -Raynham (City-Town) Boundary Line; thence southwesterly 
by the center of the Stoughton Branch Railroad right of way to the center of Whittenton 
Street; thence westerly by the center of Whittenton Street to the center of the Mill River; 
thence southerly by the center of the Mill River to the center of West Britannia Street; 
thence northeasterly by the center of West Britannia Street to the center of Parkin 
Avenue; thence northwesterly by the center of Parkin Avenue to the center of King 
Street; thence northeasterly by the center of King Street to the center of Bay Street; 
thence crossing Bay Street to the center of Jenny Lind Street; thence northeasterly by the 
center of Jenny Lind Street to the center of the Smith Street and Brightman Street 
intersection; thence southeasterly by the center of Brightman Street to the center of 
Elizabeth Street; thence northeasterly by the center of Elizabeth Street to the center of 
Washington Street; thence southeasterly by the center of Washington Street to the center 
of East Britannia Street; thence easterly by the center of East Britannia Street to the 
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center of Broadway; thence southerly by the center of Broadway to the center of 
Washington Street;  thence southeasterly by the center of Washington Street to the center 
of Thrasher Street; thence easterly by the center of Thrasher Street to the Taunton – 
Raynham (City – Town) Boundary Line; thence northwesterly by the Taunton – 
Raynham (City – Town) Boundary to the center of the Stoughton Branch of the Railroad 
right of way,  the point of beginning. 

 
WARD FIVE 

Precinct B 
 

Precinct B of Ward Five shall include all of such Ward Five lying within the following 
described lines: 
 
 Beginning at a point on the center of Washington Street opposite the center of North 
Pleasant Street; thence northwesterly by the center of North Pleasant Street to the center 
of West Adams Street; thence southwesterly by the center of West Adams Street and its 
extension to the center of the Mill River; thence northerly by the center of the Mill River 
to the center of West Britannia Street; thence northeasterly by the center of West 
Britannia Street to the center of Parkin Avenue; thence northwesterly by the center of 
Parkin Avenue to the center of King Street; thence northeasterly by the center of King 
Street to the center of Bay Street; thence crossing Bay Street to the center of Jenny Lind 
Street; thence northeasterly by the center of Jenny Lind Street to the Smith Street and 
Brightman Street intersection; thence southeasterly by the center of Brightman Street to 
the center of Elizabeth Street;  thence northeasterly by the center of Elizabeth Street to 
the center of Washington Street; thence southeasterly by the center of Washington Street 
to the center of East Britannia Street; thence easterly by the center of East Britannia 
Street to the center of Broadway; thence southerly by the center of Broadway to the 
center of Washington Street; thence southerly by the center of Washington Street to the 
center of East Broadway; thence southeasterly by the center of East Broadway to the 
center of School Street; thence southwesterly by the center of School Street to the center 
of Grant Street; thence southeasterly by the center of Grant Street to the center of Cedar 
Street; thence southwesterly by the center of Cedar Street to the center of Fruit Street; 
thence westerly by the center of Fruit Street to the center of School Street; thence 
crossing over School to the center of Leonard Street; thence westerly by the center of 
Leonard Street to the center of Broadway; thence northerly by the center of Broadway to 
the center of Pleasant Street; thence northwesterly by the center of Pleasant Street to the 
center of Washington Street at the intersection with North Pleasant Street, the point of 
beginning. 

 
WARD SIX 
Precinct A 

 
Precinct A of Ward Six shall include all of such Ward Six lying within the following 
described lines:  
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Beginning at a point on the Taunton - Berkley (City-Town) Boundary Line where it 
intersects with the center of Route 24; thence northwesterly and westerly by the Taunton 
- Berkley (City-Town) Boundary Line to the center of Berkley Street; thence 
northeasterly by the center of Berkley Street to the center of Pratt Street; thence 
northeasterly by the center of Pratt Street to the center of Plain Street; thence crossing 
over Plain Street to the center of Hart Street; thence northeasterly by the center of Hart 
Street to the center of the New Bedford and Fall River Branch Railroad right of way; 
thence northwesterly by the center of the New Bedford and Fall river Branch Railroad 
right of way to the center of the Penn Central Railroad right of way; thence northeasterly 
by the center of the Penn Central Railroad right of way to the center of High Street; 
thence northwesterly by the center of High Street to the center of  Cushman Street; thence 
southwesterly by the center of Cushman Street to the center of Sumner Street; thence 
northwesterly by the center of Sumner Street to the center of Weir Street; thence 
northerly by the center of Weir Street to the center of Bow Street; thence northeasterly by 
the center of Bow Street to the center of High Street; thence across High Street to the 
center of Spring Street; thence northeasterly by the center of Spring Street to the center of 
Summer Street; thence southeasterly by the center of Summer Street and crossing over 
the Taunton River to the center of County Street; thence southeasterly by the center of 
County Street to the center of Route 24; thence southerly by the center of Route 24 to the 
Taunton – Berkley (City – Town) Boundary Line, the point of beginning. 

 
WARD SIX 
Precinct B 

 
Precinct B of Ward Six shall include all of such Ward Six lying within the following 
described lines:  
 
Beginning at a point where the center of South Street intersects with the Taunton - 
Dighton (City- Town) Boundary Line at the center of the Three Mile River; thence 
southeasterly by the center of South Street to the center of Railroad Avenue; thence 
southeasterly by the center of Railroad Avenue to the center of Somerset Avenue; thence 
northeasterly by the center of Somerset Avenue to the center of the Baker Road (East and 
West) intersection with Somerset Avenue; thence northwesterly by the center of Baker 
Road West to the center of Dighton Avenue; thence northwesterly by the center of 
Dighton Avenue to the center of Dighton Road; thence northeasterly by the center of 
Dighton Road to the center of Cohannet Street; thence northeasterly by the center of 
Cohannet  street to the center of Highland Street; thence southeasterly by the center of 
Highland Street to the center of Somerset Avenue; thence northeasterly by the center of 
Somerset Avenue to the center of First Street; thence southeasterly by the center of First 
Street to the center of the Dighton Branch of the Railroad right of way; thence 
northeasterly by the center of the Railroad right of way to the center of Weir Street; 
thence northerly by the center of Weir Street to the center of  Sumner Street; thence 
southeasterly by the center of Sumner Street to the center of Cushman Street; thence 
northeasterly by the center of Cushman Street to the center of High Street; thence 
southeasterly by the center of High Street to the center of the Penn Central Railroad right 
of way; thence southwesterly by the center of the Penn Central right of way to the center 
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of the New Bedford and Fall River Branch of the Railroad right of way; thence 
southeasterly by the center of the New Bedford and Fall River Branch Railroad right of 
way to the center of Hart Street; thence southwesterly by the center of Hart Street to the 
center of  Plain Street; thence crossing over Plain Street to the center of Pratt Street; 
thence southwesterly by the center of Pratt Street to the center of Berkley Street; thence 
southwesterly by the center of Berkley Street to the Taunton – Berkley (City – Town) 
Boundary Line; thence westerly by the Taunton - Berkley (City-Town) Boundary Line to 
the center of the Taunton River, being the Taunton – Berkley (City – Town) Boundary 
Line; thence westerly and southerly by the center of the Taunton River to the Taunton - 
Berkley - Dighton corner at the intersection of the channels of the Three Mile River and 
the Taunton River; thence northwesterly by the center of the Three Mile River to the 
center of South Street, the point of beginning. 

 
WARD SEVEN 

Precinct A 
 

Precinct A of Ward Seven shall include all of such Ward Seven lying within the 
following described lines:  
 
Beginning at a point where the center of Fisher Street intersects with the center of the 
Three Mile River; thence southwesterly by the center of Fisher Street to the center of 
North Walker Street; thence northwesterly by the center of North Walker Street to the 
center of Glebe Street; thence northeasterly by the center of Glebe Street to the center of 
Tremont Street; thence northwesterly by the center of Tremont Street to the center of 
Alfred Lord Boulevard; thence continuing northwesterly by the center of Alfred Lord 
Boulevard to the center of Worcester Street;  thence northwesterly by the center of 
Worcester Street to the center of Norton Road; thence northwesterly by the center of 
Norton Road to the center of Short Street; thence northwesterly by the center of Short 
Street to the center of Norton Avenue; thence easterly and southeasterly by the center of 
Norton Avenue to the center of Dunbar Street; thence northeasterly by the center of 
Dunbar Street to the center of Fremont Street; thence southeasterly by the center of 
Fremont Street to the center of Tremont Street; thence westerly by the center of Tremont 
Street to the center of Annawan Street; thence southerly by the center of Annawan Street 
to the center of Shores Street; thence easterly by the center of Shores Street to the center 
of the Cobb Brook; thence southerly by the center of the Cobb Brook to the center of 
Clifford Street; thence southerly by the center of Clifford Street to the center of Kilmer 
Avenue; thence westerly by the center of Kilmer Avenue to the center of Smith Avenue; 
thence southwesterly by the center of Smith Avenue to the center of Highland Street; 
thence southeasterly by the center of Highland Street to the center of Crossman Street; 
thence southwesterly by the center of Crossman Street to the center of Fairview Avenue; 
thence southwesterly by the center of Fairview Avenue to the center of Winthrop Street; 
thence southwesterly by the center of Winthrop Street to the center of the Three Mile 
River; thence winding by the center of the Three Mile River northeasterly and northerly 
to the center of Fisher Street, the point of beginning. 
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WARD SEVEN 
Precinct B 

 
Precinct B of Ward Seven shall include all of such Ward Seven lying within the 
following described lines:  
 
Beginning at a point where the center of Winthrop Street intersects with the Taunton- 
Dighton (City-Town) Boundary Line; thence northwesterly by the Taunton-Dighton 
(City-Town) Boundary Line to the City Corner Bound No. 8 (the Taunton-Dighton-
Rehoboth Corner Bound); thence northwesterly by the Taunton - Rehoboth (City-Town) 
Boundary Line; to the City Corner Bound No. 9 (the Taunton - Rehoboth - Norton Corner 
Bound); thence northeasterly by the Taunton - Norton (City-Town) Boundary Line to the 
center of Norton Avenue; thence southeasterly by the center of Norton Avenue to the 
center of Short Street; thence southeasterly by the center of Short Street to the center of 
Norton Road; thence southeasterly by the center of Norton Road to the center of 
Worcester Street; thence southeasterly by the center of Worcester Street to the center of 
Alfred Lord Boulevard; thence southeasterly by the center of Alfred Lord Boulevard to 
the center of Tremont Street; thence southeasterly by the center of Tremont Street to the 
center of Glebe Street; thence southwesterly by the center of Glebe Street to the center of 
North Walker Street; thence southeasterly by the center of North Walker Street to the 
center of Rocky Woods Street; thence southwesterly by the center of Rocky Woods 
Street to the center of Burt Street; thence southeasterly by the center of Burt Street to the 
center of Winthrop Street; thence southwesterly by the center of Winthrop Street to the 
Taunton – Dighton (City – Town) Boundary Line, the point of beginning. 

 
WARD EIGHT 

Precinct A 
 
Precinct A of Ward Eight shall include all of such Ward Eight lying within the following 
described lines: 
 
Beginning at a point on the Taunton - Norton (City-Town) Boundary Line where it 
intersects with the center of Norton Avenue; thence northeasterly by the Taunton - 
Norton (City-Town) Boundary Line to the center of the New York – New Haven and 
Hartford Railroad right of way; thence southeasterly by the center of the New York – 
New Haven and Hartford Railroad right of way to a point on the railroad right of way; 
thence turning easterly and northerly by the center of the railroad right of way to the 
center of the Penn Central Railroad right of way; thence southeasterly by the center of the 
Penn Central Railroad right of way to the center of Fremont Street; thence northerly by 
the center of Fremont Street to the center of South Boundary Road; thence northeasterly 
by the center of South Boundary Road to the center of Bassett Street; thence easterly by 
the center of Bassett Street to the center of Bay Street; thence crossing Bay Street to the 
center of Edgewater Lane; thence easterly and northerly by the center of Edgewater Lane 
to a point on the shore of Lake Sabbatia between house numbers 39 and 40 Edgewater 
Lane; thence along the shore of Lake Sabbatia to the center of the Mill River; thence 
continuing easterly across the Mill River to the property line between house numbers 66 
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and 72 Lakeview Place; thence easterly by the property line between house numbers 66 
and 72 Lakeview Place to the center of Lakeview Place; thence southeasterly by the 
center of Lakeview Place to the center of Lakeview Avenue; thence southeasterly by the 
center of Lakeview Avenue to the center of Bay Street; thence southeasterly by the center 
of Bay Street to the center of the Stoughton Branch Railroad right of way; thence 
southerly by the center of the Stoughton Branch Railroad right of way to the center of 
Whittenton Street; thence westerly by the center of Whittenton Street to the center of the 
Mill River; thence winding southerly and southeasterly by the center of the Mill River to 
the center of Danforth Street; thence southwesterly by the center of Danforth Street to the 
center of Pinckney Street; thence southwesterly by the center of Pinckney Street to the 
center of Fremont Street; thence northwesterly by the center of Fremont Street to the 
center of Dunbar Street; thence southwesterly by the center of Dunbar Street to the center 
of Norton Avenue; thence northwesterly by the center of Norton Avenue to the Taunton - 
Norton (City-Town) Boundary Line, the point of beginning. 

 
WARD EIGHT 

Precinct B 
 

Precinct B of Ward Eight shall include all of such Ward Eight lying within the following 
described lines:  
 
Beginning at a point on the Taunton-Norton (City-Town) Boundary Line where it 
intersects with the center of Bay Street; thence northeasterly by the Taunton-Norton 
(City-Town) Boundary Line to the City Corner Bound No. 12 (the Taunton-Norton-
Easton Corner bound); thence southeasterly by the Taunton-Easton (City-Town) 
Boundary Line to the City Corner Bound No. 13 (the Taunton-Easton-Raynham Corner 
bound); thence southerly and southeasterly by the Taunton-Raynham (City-Town) 
Boundary Line to the center of the Stoughton Branch Railroad right of way; thence 
southwesterly by the center of the Stoughton Branch Railroad right of way to the center 
of Bay Street; thence northwesterly by the center of Bay Street to the center of Lakeview 
Avenue; thence northwesterly by the center of Lakeview Avenue to the center of 
Lakeview Place; thence northwesterly by the center of Lakeview Place to the property 
line between house numbers 66 and 72 Lakeview Place; thence westerly by the property 
line between house numbers 66 and 72 Lakeview Place to the center of the Mill River; 
thence continuing westerly across the Mill River to the shore of Lake Sabbatia; thence 
northerly by the shore of Lake Sabbatia to the property line between house numbers 39 
and 40 Edgewater Lane; thence southerly by the property line between house numbers 39 
and 40 Edgewater Lane to the center of Edgewater Lane; thence southerly and westerly 
by the center of Edgewater Lane to the center of Bay Street; thence crossing over Bay 
Street to the center of Bassett Street; thence westerly by the center of Bassett Street to the 
center of South Boundary Road; thence westerly by the center of South Boundary Road 
to the center of Fremont Street; thence southerly by the center of Fremont Street to the 
center of the New York – New Haven and Hartford Railroad right of way; thence 
northwesterly by the center of the New York – New Haven and Hartford Railroad right of 
way  to the Penn Central Railroad right of way; thence northwesterly and southwesterly 
by the center of the Penn Central Railroad right of way to the New York – New Haven 
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and Hartford Railroad right of way; thence northwesterly by the New York – New Haven 
and Hartford Railroad right of way to the Taunton – Norton (City – Town) Boundary 
Line; thence northeasterly by the Taunton – Norton (City – Town) Boundary Line to the 
center of Bay Street, the point of beginning. 
. 
. (Rev. Ords. 1964, sec 1-14; Ord. of 9-10-85; Ord of 5-23-2000: Ord of 12-18-2001; Ord 
of 3-5-2002) 
 
State law reference--Decennial division of city into wards, M.G.L.A., c. .54, sec 1. 
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Chapter 2 
 

ADMINISTRATION* 
 
 
Art. I.    In General, Sec. 2-1--2-25 
Art. II    Municipal Council, Sec. 2-26--2-55 
              Div. 1.  Generally, Sec. 2-26-2-36 
              Div. 2. Committee on Public Property, Sec. 2-37-2-55 
Art. III   Officers, Sec. 2-56-2-169 
              Div. 1. Generally, Sec. 2-56-2-66  
              Div. 2. Clerk of Committees, Sec. 2-67—2-83 
              Div. 3. City Solicitor, Sec. 2-4--2-97 
              Div. 4. City Engineer, Sec. 2-98--2-116 
              Div. 5. Director of Conservation Services, Sec. 2-117--2-130 
              Div. 6. Superintendent of Public Buildings, Sec.2-131--2-150 
              Div. 7. Inspector of Weights and Measures, Sec. 2-151--2-153 
              Div. 8. Parking Clerk, Sec. 2-154--2-162 
              Div. 9. Labor Services Officer, Sec.2-163--2-169 
Art. IV  Personnel, Sec. 2-170—2-203 
Art.    V  Citizens Advisory Board For Human Services, Sec. 2-204—2-223 
Art.  VI   Department of Human Services, Sec. 2-224—2-245 
Art.   VII. Council on Aging, Sec. 2-246—2-261 
Art.  VIII.  Cable Television Advisory Commission, Sec. 2-262—2-274 
Art.    IX.  Commission on the Affairs of the Handicapped, Sec. 2-275—2-289 
Art.     X.  Administrative Organization on Automation, Sec. 2-290—2-304 
Art.    XI. Hiring Policy for Public Works Projects, Sec. 2-305—2-321 
Art.   XII. Golf Course Commission, Sec. 2-322--2-329 
Art.  XIII. Development Impact Review Board, Sec. 2-330--2-332 
. 
 

ARTICLE I. IN GENERAL 
 
Sec. 2-1. Chief of police to supervise the delivery of messages and papers. 
 
The chief of police shall supervise the delivery of all messages and papers pertaining to 
the business of the city when directed so to do by the mayor, the city clerk, the chairman 
of any committee or by any member of the municipal council, and the expenses 
incidental thereto shall be paid by the city clerk. (Rev. Ords.1964, Sec. 2-1) 
 
Cross references-Assistant building inspector, Ch. 4, Art. II; committee on finance and salaries, Ch. 6, Art. 
II; city auditor, Ch. 6, Art. III; city treasurer/ collector, Ch.6, Art. IV; fire department, Ch. 7, Art. II; board 
of health, Ch. 9, Art. II; sanitary inspector and housing and code enforcement inspector, Ch. 9, Art. III; 
department of human services to take over the functions of substance abuse commission, Sec. 2-224; 
Taunton nursing home, Ch. 9, Art. VI; historic districts and commission, Ch. 10; cemetery department and 
commission,  
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Sec.15-20 et seq.; park and recreation department and commission, Sec.15-41 et seq.; community planning 
and economic development, Sec.16-17 et seq.; police, Ch. 18; supervisor of streets, Ch. 20, Art. II. 
 
State law reference--Officers and employees generally, M.G.L.A., c. 41. 
 
Cross reference--Chief of police, Ch. 18, Art II. 
 
Sec. 2-2. Assistant city clerk. 
 
There shall be an assistant city clerk who shall be appointed by the city clerk subject to 
the confirmation of the municipal council and who may be removed by the city clerk, for 
cause, subject to the approval of the municipal council. Such assistant shall assist the city 
clerk in the performance of the duties of the city clerk’s office, and shall discharge the 
duties of the city clerk when thereto requested by the city clerk, when that officer is 
absent or unable to act, and also when there is a vacancy in the office of the city clerk. 
(Rev. Ords.1964, Sec.2-2) 
 
State law reference--Assistant city clerks, M.G.L.A., c. 41, 1 18. 
 
Sec. 2-3. Clerical assistance authorized. 
 
Additional clerical assistance in the offices at the city hall may be employed by the heads 
of departments when necessary, subject to the approval of the municipal council. (Rev. 
Ords. 1964, Sec. 2-3) 
 
Sec. 2- 4. INTRA-CITY, STATE AND OUT OF STATE TRAVEL 
ALLOWANCES. 
 
(A) Requests for travel money shall be made by department heads and included in their 
department budget: 
 
(B) Travel reimbursements shall be at the following rates; 

(1) Payment for transportation shall be paid in full for regular fare when traveling 
by air, train or bus. Flight reimbursement shall be at the lowest available fare with 
a minimum of three  (3) quotes. 

 
(2)Payment for travel in private motor vehicles shall be at the current IRS rate 
plus all tolls, ferry and parking charges unless contractually negotiated otherwise. 

 
(3) Where more than one person travels in the same motor vehicle, only the owner 
shall be paid the travel allowance. 

 
(4)  All requests for travel allowances shall be paid only after a detailed voucher 
is submitted and approved by the department head and the city auditor 

 
(C) The following shall  apply to any use of money for trips of more than one full day in 
length. 
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 (1) Room allowance shall be at the rate of a single room. Meals shall be 
reimbursed as follows: 

(a)  Breakfast - $5.00; 
(b)  Lunch - $7.00; 
(c)Dinner - $15.00 (including tax and gratuities). 

 
An employee requesting more than this amount shall be required to furnish 
detailed receipts for each meal.  

 
(2) Allowances shall be paid at a rate equal to two-thirds of the estimated cost of 
food and lodging plus full transportation prior to departure. The balance shall be 
paid after a detailed voucher is submitted to and approved by the City Auditor.  

 
(D) Requests for reimbursement of travel expenses shall be made by department heads 
and all requests shall include the following: 

 
(1) Detailed explanation of purpose for travel. 
(2) Destination and mileage expected to travel. 
(3) Method of travel. 
(4) Estimate of complete cost of trip. 

(5) Time of departure and return (dates). 
 
.(Ord. of 8-27-74, Sec. I, II; Ord. of 7-17-79; Ord. of 3-15-88, Sec.1) 
 (Rev. Ords. 1964, Sec. 2-3.1; Ord. of 6-2-70, Sec.1; Ord. of 3-15-88, Secs. 2,3) 
 (Rev. Ords. 1964, Sec. 2-3.2; Ord. of 6-2-70, Sec.2) 
(Rev. Ords. 1964, Sec. 2-3.3; Ord. of 6-2-70, Sec. 3; Ord. of 7-23-74) 
(Rev Ords 9-5-2000) 
 
Sec. 2-8. Marking of automobiles owned by city. 
 
(a) Generally. Every automobile owned by the city shall be plainly marked upon each 
side of the hood thereof with the words "City of Taunton," and upon each side thereof 
with the name of the department in which it is used, in letters not less than two (2) inches 
high. 
 
(b) Application of section to police department. The provisions of this section shall not 
apply to the police department. (Rev. Ords. 1964, Sec. 2-24, 2-25) 
 
Sec. 2-9. Restriction on use of automobiles owned by city. 
 
No officer, agent, servant or employee of the city shall use any automobile belonging to 
the city except in the actual performance of the duties of his office or employment, or 
permit such automobile to be used by any person not in the employ of the city. (Rev. 
Ords. 1964, Sec. 2-26) 
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Sec. 2-10. Department of Human Resources 
 
(A) Human Services Director 

1.Nomination/ appointment: The Human Services Director shall be nominated by 
the Mayor and  appointed by the Municipal Council for a period of three (3) years 
or until his/ her successor has been appointed and sworn in or until he/she has 
been removed for just cause by the municipal council upon recommendation of 
the Mayor in writing stating the reasons for removal. 
 
2. Duties, authority. 

(a) The Human Services Director shall be responsible for the professional 
administration of the City's personnel and labor relations programs, which 
shall include planning and directing a municipal personnel program and 
labor relations program which would normally include preparing a 
personnel handbook, recruitment, hiring, training, classification, salary 
and wage determination, labor relations and personnel records keeping, 
acting as the Mayor's designee or assistant in contract negotiations, 
advising department heads and the mayor on a variety of personnel 
practices and policies, overall monitoring and evaluation, and making 
recommendations concerning changes in municipal policies, practices, 
rules and regulations affecting the personnel program 

 
(b)   The Director shall have the power and authority to call upon the head 
of any department or member thereof to furnish information essential to 
the proper operation of all functions under this ordinance. 
 
(c)    The  Director  shall  function  at  the department head level and 
report administratively to the Mayor and Municipal Council. 

 
(d) The Director shall also serve as the Labor Service Director and 
perform the duties as described in Section 2-10(C) of the Revised 
Ordinances of the City of Taunton and Rule 30 of the Rules and 
Regulations of the Civil Service Commission and shall serve as Director 
of the Employment Task Force. 
 
(e) Administration of benefits, The Director shall be the office of primary 
responsibility for the administration of all employee related benefits 
and/or compensation insurance as those programs are described and 
defined in Chapter 32B, Chapter 152 and Chapter 41, Section 111F. 

 
3.  Qualifications.   The Director shall have prior to his/her appointment at least 
three  (3) years  experience  as  a personnel  director,  assistant personnel director,  
public administrator, with knowledge of federal  and :state wage counseling, hour 
laws, affirmative action, Americans With  Disabilities  Act,  sexual  harassment  
and discrimination laws,  labor  laws,  recruitment  and compensation in public or 
business enterprises.  The Director shall have at least three years experience in the 
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administration of employee benefits programs and experience in collective 
bargaining matters including the negotiation and administration of collective 
bargaining agreements.  The said Director shall have at least a bachelor's degree 
in a related field and preferably a master's degree in a related subject. 

 
(B)   Employment Task Force, establishment, objectives, composition. 
 

1.  There shall be an Employment Task Force which goals and objectives shall be 
(a) to assist the unemployed in finding new job opportunities, training, and any 
area of social service needs;  (b)  to assist local industry in dealing with problems 
which could be aided by the consolidated efforts of the task force; and (3) to 
create an atmosphere conducive to the attraction of new commercial enterprises to 
the City of Taunton. 
 
2.  The task force shall be comprised of business and community leaders,  the 
number of which shall be determined and appointed by the mayor and confirmed 
by a majority vote of the municipal council, and who shall serve at the mayor's  
pleasure.  The Coordinator of the employment Task Force, shall have the duties  
as designated by the Mayor with the approval of the Municipal Council. 

 
(C) Human Resources Director, Labor Services. 

 
(1) The Human Services Director shall serve as the Labor Services Director for 
the City of Taunton for the purpose of performing the functions delegated to cities 
and towns under the provisions of Rule 30 of the Civil Service Rules and 
Regulations and all subsequent rules including Rule 30, as the same are from time 
to time amended. 

 
(2) The duties and term of office of the local labor service director shall be as 
provided in said Rule 30 as the same may from time to time be amended. 

 
(3) The local labor service director may employ a principal clerk whose duties 
shall be to assist the director under his/her supervision and his/her direction to 
carry out the duties of his/her office. The duties of the clerk shall include, but not 
be limited to, the performance of all clerical duties, receipt, transcription, typing 
and mailing of correspondence, the preparation and processing of all the 
communication required by the civil service and related agencies or departments, 
the preparation of financial reports, the collection and preparation of statistics, the 
processing of payroll, the acquisition and payment of supplies, attendance of 
telephone, maintenance of personnel records, and daily contact with the public. 
Said clerk shall maintain such records, logs, dockets, including double entry 
account books, minutes of meetings, and hearings, and shall prepare agenda for 
meetings as he/she may from time to time be required by the director. (Ord. of 6-
28-83; Ord. of 9-17-84 Ord of 6-29-2004) 

 
Editor's note--Section 2-10 is derived from an ordinance enacted Nov 21, 1995.  
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Cross references--For other boards, councils and commissions of the city, see the following: citizens 
advisory board for human services, Sec. 2-204 et seq.; council on aging, Sec. 2-246 et seq.; cable television 
advisory commission, Sec. 2-262 et seq.; commission on the affairs of the handicapped, Sec. 2-275 et seq. 
 
Sec. 2-11. Division of vehicular maintenance. 
 
(a) Established within department of public works. There shall be established within the 
department of public works a division of vehicular maintenance, the function of which 
shall be the maintenance, repair and overhaul of all automotive vehicles, construction 
vehicles and equipment and materials handling equipment of the department of public 
works, the police department, and such other departments as shall be assigned to the 
division by the municipal council and to supervise the operation of such vehicles as are 
assigned to the division for care. 
 
(b) Appointment of supervisor; duties. The division shall be managed and supervised by a 
supervisor of vehicular maintenance who shall be appointed by the municipal council for 
a term of three (3) years. The supervisor of vehicular maintenance must possess a 
Massachusetts Class II motor vehicle operator's license, or such equivalent license as 
shall be issued by another state. 
 
The duties of the supervisor of vehicular maintenance shall include: 

 (1) To serve as the master mechanic of the maintenance division of the 
department of public works; 
(2) To plan, assign, schedule, and supervise duties and work assignments of all 
personnel employed by the division of vehicular maintenance or assigned to the 
division by the commissioner of public works, the municipal council, or their 
designees; 
(3)  To assist the commissioner of public works, the mayor, and the municipal 
council in the preparation of a budget for the division, in the preparation of 
specifications for the procurement of materials, services, and equipment necessary 
to vehicular maintenance, and in hiring and evaluation of personnel; 
(4) To administer such personnel services of the division of vehicular 
maintenance or vacation and sick leave, performance evaluation, disciplinary 
actions, promotion, hiring, equal employment opportunity and affirmative action 
regulations, in-house training, evaluation of training needs, and safety regulations; 
(5)  To inspect vehicles and equipment under the division's care as to needs for 
repair, overhaul, replacement, fuel, and lubrication; 
(6)  Such other supervisory duties as shall be delegated to him by the 
commissioner of public works or the municipal council.(Ord. of 12-20-83, Sec.1) 

 
Editor’s note--Section 1 of an ordinance enacted Dec. 20, 1983, amended the Code by adding a new Sec. 
20-24. In order to enhance the classification and to better facilitate the inclusion, reference and use of this 
new material,  the editor, with city's consent, has redesignated the provisions of said ordinance as Sec. 2-11. 
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Sec. 2-12. Secretary to board of license commissioners-Position created; salary; 
duties. 
 
(a) The board of license commissioners may employ one (1) part-time secretary. Said 
secretary shall receive such salary as the municipal council shall, from time to time, 
establish by appropriate ordinance after considering the recommendations of the 
chairman of the license commission and the mayor. Until this section is amended or 
repealed, the yearly salary for said secretary shall consist of five thousand two hundred 
dollars ($5,200.00). 
 
(b) The duties of said secretary shall be to process applications, type licenses and special 
permits, type all correspondence, collect renewal and new license fees, maintain and keep 
up-to-date records, accept all telephone inquiries, accept and send out mail, prepare 
vouchers, attend weekly commission meetings, and otherwise perform such duties as 
specified by the chairman. (Ord. Of 8-8-84) 
 
Editor's note-An ordinance passed Aug. 28, 1984, enacted the provisions codified as Sec. 2-12 above. Since 
said ordinance did not expressly amend the Code, the manner of codification has been at the editor's 
discretion. 
 
Sec. 2-13, Use of POW/MIA decals on city vehicles. 
 
Notwithstanding the provisions of any general or special law, rule or regulation to the 
contrary, the commissioner of the department of public works is hereby authorized and 
directed to provide for the affixation of POW/MIA decals on the lower corner of the rear 
window farthest removed from the driver on all passenger motor vehicles owned by the 
City of Taunton; provided, however, that said decals are supplied to the city without 
cost.(Ord. of 6-21-88)  
 
Editor's note--An ordinance of June 21, 1988, while intending that its provisions be included in the Revised 
Ordinances, did not provide for the exact nature of their inclusion; therefore, at the editor's discretion, these 
provisions have been included as a new Sec. 2-13. 
 
Sec. 2-14. Regulations for the sale of city-owned property. 
 
(a) No land or interest therein belonging to the City of Taunton shall be conveyed, leased, 
encumbered or assigned except for full fair-market value. 
 
(b) Before conveying any interest in city-owned or controlled land, the city shall invite 
proposals by advertising at least once a week for two (2) successive weeks in a 
newspaper having major circulation within the city. Said proposals shall be submitted in 
the form of sealed bids and shall be accompanied by an appraisal by a qualified appraiser 
who shall certify as part of his or her appraisal that he or she has no interest in the 
property, no current intention of purchasing it, and that his or her fee has been paid in full 
and is not contingent upon the success of the bid. 
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 (c) Each such bid shall be accompanied by a certified bank check in an amount not less 
than ten (10) percent of the bid, which check shall be payable to the City of Taunton. 
 
(d) The invitation to bid shall state that the city reserves the right to reject all bids and set 
forth such other conditions of sale, including time for performance. 
 
(e) The requirements of this section may be waived by a two thirds vote of the municipal 
council for conveyances for civic, public or charitable purposes. (Ord. of 8-16-88) 
 
Editor's note-An ordinance of Aug. 16, 1988, amended the Revised Ordinance by adding the above 
provisions, but did specifically provide for the exact nature of their inclusion. Therefore, at the editor's 
discretion, these provisions have been included herein as a new Sec. 2-14. 
 
Sec. 2-15. City policy regarding AIDS. 
 
(a) City council policy. It is the policy of the City of Taunton to eliminate discrimination 
based on the fact that a person has AIDS (Acquired Immune Deficiency Syndrome) or 
any medical signs or symptoms related thereto, and to provide education, referrals to 
community resources and organization of support groups, and to provide education for 
municipal first responders. In adopting this section, the city does not intend to proscribe 
any activity the proscription of which would constitute an infringement of the free 
exercise of any of the liberties guaranteed by the Constitution of the United States and of 
the Commonwealth of Massachusetts. 
 
(b) Findings. After consideration of testimony and documentary evidence, the city 
council finds and declares that the medical condition described as Acquired Immune 
Deficiency Syndrome, and commonly known as AIDS, is a deadly disease which has the 
potential to affect every segment of the city's population. AIDS was first recognized in 
1978. It is now seen as the top priority of the United States Public Health Service. 
 
 AIDS is the most severe manifestation of a spectrum of clinical diseases caused by a 
virus, variously known as HIV, which attacks and cripples the body's immune system by 
killing T-helper lymphocytes, thereby leaving the body vulnerable to opportunistic 
infections and malignancies. The spread of the virus has occurred only through the 
exchange of body fluids, that is blood, blood products, vaginal secretions or semen 
between individuals. No evidence exists to indicate that the virus can be spread by casual 
person-to-person contact. Medical studies of families in which one or more members 
have been infected with HIV show no spread of the virus other than through sexual 
intercourse, intercourse, injectable drug use or from mother-to-fetus in utero. The public 
health danger presented by the virus and its subsequent manifestations of AIDS is caused 
by lengthy asymptomatic period of infection during which an apparently healthy 
individual may unknowingly spread the disease to other persons through the exchange of 
blood, blood products, vaginal secretions or semen. AIDS is concentrated primarily in 
urban areas. 
 
 AIDS by its nature has created a minority of our citizens who are afflicted with a 
seriously disabling condition whose ultimate outcome is fatal. Individuals infected with 
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the virus represent a significant segment of our populations particularly victimized due to 
the nature of their infection and to the present climate of mis-information, ignorance and 
fear in the general population. Persons with AIDS are faced with discrimination in 
employment, housing and access to business establishments, city facilities, city services 
and other public accommodations. This discrimination cuts across all racial, ethnic and 
economic lines. Such discrimination poses substantial threat to the health, safety and 
welfare of the community. 
 
(c) AIDS task force. There shall be an AIDS Consortium established by the city to deal 
with the various aspects of the AIDS virus and its effects on Taunton citizens. The 
Consortium shall be appointed by the mayor, subject to the approval of the council, and 
co-terminus with the mayor. The Consortium shall consist of representatives from the 
agencies or organizations of the following disciplines: 
Greater Taunton: Mayor.  
                            Medical field. 
                            Human Services. 
                            School/education. 
                            Clergy. 
                            Citizen. 
                            Chamber of Commerce. 
                            Housing Authority. 
                            Hispanic community. 
                            Minority community. 
                            Media. 
                            HIV-infected individual. 
The Consortium shall appoint co-chair persons, a secretary and a treasurer annually. 
(Ord. of 5-16-89; Ord. of 7-14-92) 
 
Secs. 2-16 -- 2-25. Reserved. 

 
ARTICLE II. MUNICIPAL COUNCIL* 

DIVISION 1. GENERALLY 
 
Sec. 2-26. Postponement of hearings before municipal council, 
 
Whenever a hearing before the municipal council has been scheduled and a party to such 
hearing intends to request a postponement of the same, the party seeking such 
postponement shall at his cost, immediately notify all parties in interest including, in 
appropriate cases, abutters, and shall when requesting, such postponement present written 
evidence of said notice. The municipal council, in determining whether or not to grant 
such postponement, shall take into consideration the inconvenience to abutters and other 
parties in interest, whether or not said other parties and abutters were notified in advance, 
as well as other matters of fairness and due process. Compliance with the notice 
requirements of this section shall not entitle anyone to a continuance nor shall the failure 
of compliance with this section preclude the council in its discretion from granting a 
continuance if the council finds that the request is reasonable. (Ord. of 11-30-82) 
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Editor's note-Section 2-26 is derived from an ordinance enacted Nov. 30,1982. This ordinance, being not 
expressly amendatory of the Code, has been included herein as Sec. 2-26 at the discretion of the editor 
Cross reference-Rules and orders of the municipal council, App. A. 
*Cross reference-Rules and orders of a municipal council,  
 
Secs. 2-27--2-36. Reserved. 
 

DIVISION 2. COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC PROPERTY* 
 

Sec. 2-37. Duties generally. 
 
The committee on public property shall have the care and supervision of all 
schoolhouses, public buildings and other property of the city, and of the erection, 
alteration and repair thereof, except as otherwise provided, and subject to such rules, 
orders and regulations as the municipal council shall adopt. The amount of expenditures 
for the foregoing purposes in any one year shall not exceed the appropriations made 
therefor by the municipal council, and no expenditure in excess of the appropriation shall 
be made in reference thereto unless the same is considered in committee and agreed to by 
a major part thereof, excepting in case of emergency when necessary repairs may be 
made by the superintendent of public buildings who shall forthwith report to the 
committee the nature and extent of such repairs with such other information as the 
committee may require. (Rev. Ords. 1964, Sec. 2-21; Ord of 5-23-2000) 
 
Sec. 2-38. Records; schedule of property. 
 
The committee on public property shall cause to be kept in a book furnished by the city 
complete records of their doings. This book shall also contain a schedule of the several 
parcels of real property in charge of the committee with a brief description thereof, and of 
all leasehold interest of the city, if any. (Rev. Ords. 1964, Sec. 2-22) 
 
Sec. 2-39. Permitting use of city buildings. 
 
The committee on public property may permit the use of the city buildings whenever the 
same does not interfere with their public uses, but no such use of any schoolhouses shall 
be permitted without the consent of the school committee. (Rev. Ords.1964, Sec. 2-23) 
 
*Cross references-Committee on finance and salaries, Ch. 6, Art. II; parks, recreation and public grounds, 
CH. 15; streets and sidewalks, Ch. 20. 
 
Sec. 2-40. Sale of city property. 
 
Other than may otherwise be mandated for by general laws of the commonwealth, no real 
estate owned by or in which the City of Taunton claims an interest may be sold, 
conveyed, gifted, disposed of, leased or otherwise encumbered without approval of the 
municipal council after recommendation of the council's public property committee and 
the mayor, (Ord. of 2-18-86) 
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Sec 2-41 Property rented or leased by the City of Taunton 
All properties leased or rented by the City of Taunton or any of its agencies, departments, 
commissions, boards, and committees shall be accessible to the handicapped and shall 
comply with the provisions of the Americans with Disabilities Act 
 
Secs. 2-42--2-55. Reserved. 

 
ARTICLE III. OFFICERS* 
DIVISION 1. GENERALLY 

 
Sec. 2-56. Automation office manager. 
 
(a) An office manager shall be appointed by the Municipal Council and shall be directly 
responsible for the following day-to-day administrative tasks: repairing, upgrading, 
installing and troubleshooting computer systems in all city departments, capacity 
planning, budgeting, enforcing vendor maintenance contract,  implementing 
recommendations of software supplies, planning for future systems, developing 
procedures, scheduling departmental use, and scheduling backup. 
(Ord. of 3-15-88; Ord of 5-23-2000) 
 
*Cross references-Assistant building inspector, Ch. 4, Art. II; inspectors of plumbing, Ch. 4, Art. V; city 
auditor, Ch. 6, Art. III; city treasurer/ collector, Ch. 6, Art. IV; sanitary inspector and housing and code 
enforcement inspector, Ch. 9, Art. III; community planning and economic development, Ch. 16, Art. II; 
chief of police, Ch. 18, Art. II. 
 
Editor's note--Being not specifically amendatory of the Code, the provisions of an ordinance enacted 
March 15, 1988, have been included herein as a new Sec. 2-56 at the editor's discretion. 
 
Cross reference-Administrative organization on automation, Sec. 2-290 et seq. 
 
Sec. 2-57. Workmen's compensation agent and workmen's compensation 
representative established. 
 
 (a) Workmen's compensation agent. The mayor shall appoint, subject to the approval of 
the municipal council, a workmen's compensation agent who shall act as agent of the city 
with regard to matters under the jurisdiction of the Massachusetts Department of 
Industrial Accidents, and who shall maintain a working knowledge of all injuries to 
municipal employees, compensation; and medical payments. The annual stipend shall be 
at least $500.00 or as negotiated 
 
(b) Workmen's compensation representative. The mayor shall appoint, subject to the 
approval of the municipal council, a workmen's compensation representative who shall 
maintain proper records of injuries to municipal employees, compensation and medical 
payments, and who shall serve under the direction of the workmen's compensation agent. 
(Ord. of 9-3-88, Sec.1, 2; Ord of 5-23-2000) 
 
Editor's note--An ordinance adopted Sept. 13, 1988, was not specifically amendatory of the Code; hence, 
inclusion of its provisions herein as Sec. 2-57 has been at the editor's discretion. 
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Sec. 2-58. Americans With Disabilities Act coordinator. 
 
(a) Position created. There shall be created the position of coordinator, Americans With 
Disabilities Act, (ADA coordinator),who shall work in conjunction with the building 
department to bring about compliance with the Americans With Disabilities Act. 
 
(b) Duties and responsibilities. Duties and responsibilities shall be as follows: 
 

(1)  Survey all public buildings, departments, programs and services to determine 
accessibility issues. 
(2)  Develop a transition plan for self-evaluations. 

 
(3)  Monitor and update transition plan as necessary. 
 
(4)  Organize and oversee a compliance team. 
 
 (5)  Maintain communication with the public, the independent living center and 
the commission on handicap affairs. 
(6)  Monitor changes in accessibility laws and inform city officials, departments 
and boards of such changes. 
(7)  Establish a grievance procedure and serve as hearing officer. 
(8)  Take other steps necessary to insure compliance with the Americans With 
Disabilities Act. 

 
(c)  Stipend established. Stipend for this position shall be three thousand dollars or as 
negotiated. (Ord. of 3-22-94; Ord of 5-23-2000) 
 
Sec. 2-59. Animal control officer. 
 
 There shall be appointed by the mayor to a four year term an animal control officer, 
whose duties shall be established by applicable statutes and ordinances. (Ord. of 12-17-
91; Ord of 5-23-2000) 
 
Sec 2-60 Animal Shelter Advisory Committee 
(a)  Established; number of commissioners. 
 
There  shall  be  an  animal  shelter  advisory  commission (hereinafter referred to as "the 
commission") consisting of at least five (5) but no more than nine (9) commissioners to 
be appointed by the municipal council as hereinafter provided. 
 
(b) Purposes . 
 
The purpose of the commission is to assist the Animal Control Officer and Shelter 
Manager in promoting and advocating for the general welfare of all animals in the City of 
Taunton. 
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(C)  Filling of positions; nominations. 
 
The positions on the commission shall be filled in the following manner: 
 

1. At least two (2) commissioners shall be Doctors of veterinary Medicine.  These 
commissioners need not be residents of the City of Taunton but must 
maintain/have maintained a practice of veterinary medicine within the Greater 
Taunton area. 
 
2. The remaining commissioners shall be from the Taunton community at large. 

 
In considering nominations to the commission, the nominators should bear in mind that, 
in addition to a sincere interest in the welfare of the animals under the care of the City of 
Taunton and a willingness to make a commitment to assisting in providing for the needs 
of the Taunton Animal Shelter, membership on the commission should, as nearly as 
possible, include expertise in the following areas: business, finance, and marketing ; 
fundraising, volunteer recruitment/coordination and community outreach; education 
(animal related subjects) 
 
(d)  Initial appointment. 
 
The municipal council shall appoint the commissioners with terms as follows: 
 

1. The appointment for the positions to be filled by Doctors of Veterinary 
medicine shall be for three (3) years. 
2. The appointment of two (2) of the remaining members shall be for two (2) 
years. 
3. The remaining members shall be appointed for a term of (1) year. 

 
At the expiration of the initial appointments, all commissioners shall be appointed to a 
three (3) year term, ending on May first.  Initial terms to expire on May first of the 
calendar year nearest the end of the full term of said initial appointment. 
 
Vacancies shall be filled by the municipal council for the remainder of the unexpired 
term. 
 
All members will serve without compensation. 
 
(e)  Meetings; commission officers. 
 
The commission shall meet monthly and/or at such other times  as may be  advisable  to 
carry out  its  function . Meetings shall be open to the public  (subject to the provisions of 
the "open meeting law") and shall be posted with the City Clerk as provided by law.  
Minutes of all meetings shall be kept. 
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The commission shall elect from its own membership a chairman and a secretary who 
shall serve for one (1) year. 
 
(f) The Animal Control Officer or his/her designee shall attend all commission meetings.   
Other members of the Animal Shelter staff may, at the request of the Animal Control 
Officer, meet with the commission to provide additional input.  The commission shall be 
responsible for a regular review of all shelter records, policies, and procedures and shall 
offer recommendations regarding these issues. The commission should also provide its 
assistance and recommendations to the Animal Control Officer regarding the following 
issues: 
  
- Establishment of a medical protocol for the care and treatment of all animals at the 
shelter 
- Possible improvements in the physical facilities to enhance the care of animals and the 
overall condition of the facility 
- Coordination of the volunteer activities at the shelter 
- Periodically review and make recommendations regarding the implementation of City 
ordinances and Massachusetts General Laws as they apply to the Animal Shelter 
- Establishment of sound management and fiscal practices for the day-to-day operation of 
the shelter 
- Assist in the development of animal adoption policies including related fees and   
qualifications   for individuals desirous of adopting animals at the shelter 
- Make recommendations regarding disbursement from the "Animal Shelter Fund" 
- Assist in the preparation of the annual budget to be presented to the mayor and 
municipal council 
- Upon the request of the Taunton Board of Health, to provide assistance regarding 
animal issues within the purview of that Board 
- Provide advice to the municipal council on animal-related issues that may from time to 
time be referred to them by the council 
- Any other issue related to the operation of the Taunton Animal Shelter upon referral by 
the Animal Control Officer. (Ord of 12-30-96; Ord of 5-6-97) 
 
 
Secs. 2-61--2-66. Reserved. 
 

DIVISION 2. CLERK OF COMMITTEES 
 

Sec. 2-67. Appointment; term; filling vacancies 
 
Every three (3) years in the month of January, the municipal council shall elect an officer 
to be known as clerk of committees to serve for a term of three (3) years, and whose 
whole time shall be at the disposal of the city. A vacancy in such office shall be filled in 
like manner for the unexpired term. (Rev. Ords. 1964, Sec. 2-4) 
 
Editor's note--The first election under this section was held in 1953. 
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Sec. 2-68. Duties generally. 
 
The clerk of committees shall act as clerk of all committees, standing and special, except 
in cases where other provisions are specifically made. The clerk of committees shall 
record and make a proper entry in bound books, with numbered pages, of all proceedings 
and transactions of all meetings of the committees of which he/she is clerk. The clerk of 
committees shall have the care and custody of all books and papers belonging to such 
committees. Such records shall, at all times, be open for inspection by the mayor, city 
solicitor, city clerk and members of the municipal council. The clerk of committees shall, 
when so requested by the chairman, or by a majority of a committee, or by the mayor, 
give reasonable notice of meetings of any standing or special committee of the municipal 
council. The clerk of committees shall attend all regular and special meetings of the 
municipal council, and perform such other duties as the municipal council or any 
committee thereof may from time to time direct. The clerk of committees shall provide 
each council member with a copy of all committee reports, on forms specified for that 
purpose. (Rev. Ords. 1964, Sec.2-5) 
 
Sec. 2-69. To prepare annual municipal council budget. 
 
The clerk of committees shall prepare the annual municipal council budget. After the 
submission of the annual municipal budget, the clerk of committees shall obtain 
departmental estimates and any other data in relation thereto, as directed by the municipal 
council. (Rev. Ords. 1964, Sec.2-6) 
 
Cross reference-City finance generally, Ch. 6. 
State law reference-Annual budget, M.G.L.A., ch, 44, Sec. 32. 
 
Sec. 2-70. To prepare and advertise for bids for furnishing certain materials to city. 
 (Rev. Ords. 1964, Sec. 2-7; Deleted Ord of 5-23-2000) 
 
Sec. 2-71. Assistant clerk of committees. 
 
There shall be appointed by the municipal council an assistant clerk of committees, who 
shall be a permanent employee and who shall be removed from the position for just cause 
only after hearing before the municipal council. The assistant clerk of committees shall 
perform such clerical duties as may be determined by the clerk of committees and/or the 
municipal council and shall perform the duties of the clerk of committees in his or her 
absence. (Ord. of 10-10-89; Ord of 5-23-2000) 
 
Sec. 2-72. Temporary clerk. 
 
In the event of the temporary absence or disability of the clerk of committees and/or 
assistant clerk of committees, a committee of the municipal council may elect one of its 
members to serve as its clerk pro tem. (Rev. Ords. 1964, sec 2-9; Ord of 5-23-2000) 
 
Secs. 2-73 - 2-83. Reserved. 
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DIVISION 3. CITY SOLICITOR* 
 

Sec. 2-84. Appointment; term; filling vacancies. 
 
The mayor shall appoint, subject to the approval of the municipal council, a city solicitor 
who shall serve for the term of two (2) years and until the solicitor’s successor is 
appointed and qualified. A vacancy in the office shall be filled in like manner for the 
unexpired term. (Ord. of 11-20-79, sec 2-10) 
 
Sec. 2-85. Qualifications. 
 
The city solicitor shall be an attorney qualified and admitted to practice before the courts 
of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts. The City Solicitor shall not hold any other 
office in the city government during the period for which he/she is appointed. (Ord. of 
11-20-79, Sec.2-10.1; Ord. of 1-28-92) 
 
*Editor's note-Ord. of Nov. 20, 1979, amended the Code by adding the provisions set out as Div. 3, Sec. 2-
84 - 2-91 herein. Formerly Div. 3 contained provisions relative to the same subject matter and was derived 
from Rev. Ords. 1964, Sec. 10-12. 
Charter reference-Appointment by mayor, Sec.- 17. 
  
Sec. 2-86. Duties generally. 
 
(a) Legal instruments, etc. It shall be the duty of the city solicitor to examine or cause to 
be examined, all titles to property, to draft or approve in writing all deeds, obligations, 
contracts, bonds, leases, conveyances, agreements and other legal instruments, of 
whatever nature, which may be required by any ordinance or order of the city council, or 
by any board or officer to which the city or its agents may be a party, and which by law, 
usage or agreement the city is to be at the expense of drawing. All orders for the laying 
out, discontinuance, change or improvement of streets, for the taking of lands for any 
municipal purpose whatsoever, for the assessment of betterments, and all other forms of 
or under the city solicitor’s direction or approval. 
 
(b) Trial work, opinions, etc. It shall be the duty of the city solicitor to commence and 
prosecute all actions and other legal proceedings and suits begun by the city, and to 
defend all actions and suits brought against the city in any court or other tribunal of this 
commonwealth, or of the United States; also to appear as counsel in any other action, suit 
or prosecution which may involve the rights and interests of the city, and to defend any of 
the officers of the city in suits and prosecutions against them for any official action, or 
the performance of any official duty, when any right, privilege, ordinance, act, or 
direction of the city council may be  brought in question. The City Solicitor shall also 
appear as counsel before the legislature of the commonwealth, or any committee thereof, 
whenever the interest and the welfare of the city may be directly or incidentally affected. 
The City Solicitor shall, when requested, furnish the mayor, the city council, or any 
member thereof, any committee of the city government, any board or officer of the city 
who may need the same in the discharge of official duty, his/her legal opinion upon any 
subject touching the duties of their respective offices; but whenever the opinion of the 



 City of Taunton Revised Ordinances 

2010 Printing 1/5/2010  Chapter 2  Page 56 
 

city solicitor is requested, such request shall be reduced to writing and so submitted for 
his/her consideration. All opinions rendered by the law department in accordance with 
the provisions of this section shall be prepared in duplicate, and a copy of each such 
opinion shall be filed with the city clerk who shall properly index and preserve the same. 
(Ord. of 11-20-79; Sec.2-11, 2-11.1) 
 
Sec. 2-87. Claims. 
 
The mayor may, with the consent of the city council and the assistance of the chief of 
police, designate a member(s) of the police department to make such investigations as the 
city solicitor shall require in the preparation and trial of civil causes in which the city 
shall be a party. The inspector(s) shall receive no additional compensation for any service 
under this section. (Ord. of 11-20-79, Sec. 2-11.2) 
 
Sec. 2-88. Assistant city solicitors; appointment, qualifications, duties, designation. 
 
(a) The Mayor, subject to confirmation by the city council, may appoint one or two (2) 
assistant city solicitors, each of whom shall hold office until December thirty-first of the 
year in which the city solicitor is appointed. The assistant city solicitors shall be residents 
of the greater Taunton area. 
 
(b) They shall also maintain a law office and be a practicing attorney in the City of 
Taunton. The assistant city solicitors shall be admitted as attorneys authorized to practice 
before the courts of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts, and they shall not hold any 
other office under city government during the term of their appointment. 
 
(c) The assistant city solicitors shall assist the city solicitor and perform such duties as the 
city solicitor may require in the conduct of the office; and during the absence or disability 
of the city solicitor or when requested by the city solicitor to do so, the assistant so 
designated by the city solicitor shall perform the duties of the city solicitor. Any opinions 
rendered by an assistant city solicitor shall also be approved and countersigned by the 
city solicitor. 
 
(d) The assistant city solicitors, as appointed by the mayor, shall be designated first and 
second. (Ord. of 11-20-79, Secs. 2-12, 2-12.1) 
 
Sec. 2-89. Annual reports; deliverance of papers, records, etc., to successor. 
 
The city solicitor shall annually make a report to the city council of the business of the 
office during the preceding year, stating the suits pending in favor of or against the city at 
the time said report is made with a brief description of each and the city solicitor shall 
deliver to his/her successor in office all papers, records of suits, documents, or other 
information the city solicitor may have relative to any claims for or against the city. (Ord. 
of 11-20-79, Sec. 2-12A)  
 
 



 City of Taunton Revised Ordinances 

2010 Printing 1/5/2010  Chapter 2  Page 57 
 

Sec. 2-90. Assistance of other legal counsel; approval of mayor. 
 
Whenever the duties and requirements of his/her office are such that in the judgment of 
the city solicitor the welfare of the city and the affairs of the city government require the 
assistance of other legal counsel, the city solicitor may engage such assistance by and 
with the approval of the mayor. (Ord. of 11-20-79, Sec. 2-12B) 
 
Sec. 2-91. Travel expenses. 
 
The city solicitor and assistant city solicitors shall be allowed reasonable travel expenses 
in all cases where their attendance is required outside of the city. (Ord. of 11-20-79, Sec. 
2-12C) 
 
Sec, 2-92. Confidential legal assistant; compensation; duties. 
 
(a) The law department may employ one legal assistant who shall be classified as a 
confidential employee and shall not be a member of any union or labor group within the 
city. Said legal assistant shall receive such salary as the municipal council shall, from 
time to time, establish by appropriate ordinance after considering the recommendations of 
the city solicitor and the mayor. 
 
(b) The duties of said legal assistant shall be as follows: 
  

(1)  Serve as liaison between department heads and city solicitor; 
 
(2)  Prepare and maintain law department budget; 
 
(3)  Assist city solicitor with research; 
 
(4)  Assist attorneys to whom city matters have been referred and maintain 
knowledge of status of law department matters, 
 
(5) Draft routine correspondence and legal documents for approval by city 
solicitor; 
 
(6) Answer telephone inquires; 

 
(7) Type and file correspondence, legal documents, etc., and maintain such 
records as are necessary for the efficient operation of said department; 
 
(8)  Administer to the day-to-day operation of the Law Department.(Ord. of 9-13-
82, Sec. 2, 2-87; Ord. of 4-15-86) 

 
Secs. 2-93--2-97. Reserved. 
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DIVISION 4. CITY ENGINEER 

 
Sec. 2-98. Appointment; term; filling vacancies. 
 
In January of every third year the municipal council shall elect a city engineer whose 
whole time shall be at the disposal of the city and who shall perform such services as 
properly come under the care of a surveyor and civil engineer. The city engineer shall be 
removable by the municipal council for cause. A vacancy in such office shall be filled in 
like manner for the unexpired term. (Rev. Ords. 1964, Sec. 2-13) 
 
State law reference---Board of Survey, M.C.L.A. c 41, Sec. 73 - 81. 
 
Sec. 2-99. Assistants. 
 
The city engineer shall, subject to the approval of the department of public works 
committee, which committee shall act as a committee on engineering, appoint such 
assistants as shall be necessary. (Rev. Ords. 1964, Sec. 2-14)  
 
Sec. 2-100. To make surveys, etc. 
 
The city engineer or his/her assistants shall make, or cause to be made, all surveys, 
estimates and descriptions, and take all levels, required by the municipal council or by 
any committee thereof, or by the mayor, city clerk, assessors, superintendent of streets, 
city solicitor and municipal board or commission. (Rev. (Ords.1964, Sec. 2-15; Ord of 5-
23-2000) 
 
Sec. 2-101. To have custody of plans and notes relating to streets, sewers, etc. 
 
The city engineer shall, unless otherwise provided, have the custody of all plans and 
notes relating to streets, sewers, public works and surveys made for the city, and shall 
keep the same properly classified and indexed, so as to be accessible at any time, and the 
city engineer shall turn over the same to his/her successor. (Rev. Ords. 1964, Sec. 2-16; 
Ord of 5-23-2000) 
 
Cross references--Sewers and drains, Ch.19; streets and sidewalks, Ch 20. 
 
Sec. 2-102, Records. 
 
The city engineer shall keep a full and detailed account of the expenses of all work which 
shall be done under his/her direction, with a complete index of the same, and turn over 
the same to his/her successor. (Rev. Ord. 1964, Sec. 2-17) 
 
Sec. 2-103. Annual report. 
 
The city engineer shall annually in the month of January render to the municipal council 
a detailed report of the work of the Engineering department during the preceding year, 
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specifying the expenses thereof, the general nature of the work and the property under 
his/her charge and shall make such recommendations and suggestions as the city engineer 
may think necessary. (Rev. Ords. 1964, Sec. 2-18) 
 
Sec. 2-104. To assist assessors. 
 
The city engineer shall, if so requested by the assessors, prepare such maps and plans and 
furnish the assessors with all assistance in their departments which they may require. 
(Rev. Ords. 1964, Sec. 2-19) 
 
Section 2-104.1. Tax Possession Agent of Foreclosed Tax Title Property:  
The Tax Possession Agent shall dispose of Foreclosed Tax Title Property though the 
Abutter Lots Program, or through public auctions, to be held on a semi-annual basis, or 
through transferring to the City Property Committee those parcels, which are to be 
maintained by the City for municipal purposes and which the Tax Possession Agent has 
received notice, in accordance with this Ordinance.   The Tax Possession agent can take 
these steps only upon approval of the Committee on Public Property. (Ord of 2-17-2004) 
 
Section 2-104-2. Same – Definitions.  
 
“Abutter Lots Program”:  a program developed to provide an abutting landowner with the 
first opportunity to acquire an abutting parcel foreclosed for tax title.  Regulations for the 
program shall be promulgated and periodically published by the City Treasurer. 
 
“Decree of Foreclosure”  A Decree issued by the Land Court Department of the Trial 
Court of Massachusetts, which forever bars all rights of redemption.   
M.G.L.A. c.60, §69. 
 
“Foreclosed Tax Title Property”:  property for which the city has obtained a Decree of 
Foreclosure from the Land Court Department of the Trial Court of Massachusetts.  
 
“Parcel Eligible for Abutter Lots Program”: a parcel for which a Decree of Foreclosure 
has been obtained by the Tax Possession Agent, which contains less than the minimum 
square footage requirement for a buildable lot, is located adjacent to a privately-owned 
building on at least one side, is not needed for public open space or other public use, and 
is not part of a larger vacant parcel which will be developed.  Abutter Lots may be used 
only for a garden, side-yard, landscaped open space, off-street parking, garage, or 
addition to Abutter’s existing structure. (Ord of 2-17-2004) 
 
2-104.3 Same; Disposal of Foreclosed Tax Title Property Eligible for Abutter Lots 
Program;  
 
The City Tax Possession Agent shall dispose of Foreclosed Tax Title Property, eligible 
for the Abutter Lots Program in the following manner: 
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(a)  Within 15 calendar days from the date the Treasurer receives the Decree of 
Foreclosure, the Treasurer shall notify the Tax Possession Agent, which shall send a 
letter notifying the Mayor, City Council and all City Departments that the City has 
foreclosed on a parcel of property.  The letter shall specify the approximate square 
footage and location of the property and shall further state that the parcel will be placed 
into the Abutter Lots Program unless the Tax Possession Agent receives written 
notification, within 30 days from the date the Treasurer’s communication appears on the 
City Council Agenda, that the Mayor, City Council or City Department has a need for the 
parcel.  Control of all parcels needed for a municipal purpose, which are to be maintained 
in the possession of the City as municipal property, shall be turned over to the City 
Committee on Public Property. 
 
(b)  After the 30 days has expired, the Tax Possession Agent shall send a notice to the 
owner of record immediately prior to the acquisition by the City of the title to such 
property.  Such notice shall contain a description of the property to be sold sufficient to 
identify it, shall state that the property has been placed in the Abutter Lots Program, and 
shall state the date, time and place appointed for the sale thereof and the terms and 
conditions of such sale, and shall be sent by certified mail, return receipt requested, to the 
address of such owner as appearing upon the records of the assessors of the City, at least 
fourteen days before the sale.  The Tax Possession Agent shall also, not less than fourteen 
days before such appointed date, post a similar notice in two or more convenient and 
public places in the City.  The Tax Possession Agent may reject any and all bids at such 
sale or any adjournment thereof if in his/her opinion no bid qualifies   under the Request 
for Proposal.  After any such sale and upon payment by the purchases to the City of the 
amount of a bid accepted by the Tax Possession Agent, the Tax Possession Agent, on 
behalf of the City, shall execute and deliver any instrument necessary to transfer the title 
of the City to any such property sold under this section.  The deed shall contain a 
covenant, running with the land, limited future use of the property to those uses permitted 
under the Abutters Lots Program.  The Tax Possession Agent shall not execute any deeds 
for tax title property until the purchaser submits, to the Tax Possession Agent, a statement 
signed under the pains and penalties of perjury that neither he/she nor any person who 
would gain equity in the property as a result of such conveyance has ever been convicted 
of a crime involving the willful and malicious setting of a fire or of a crime involving the 
aiding, counseling or procuring of a willful and malicious setting of a fire, or of a crime 
involving the fraudulent filing of a claim of fire insurance; or is delinquent in the 
payment of real estate taxes to the City, or if delinquent, that a pending application for 
abatement of such tax, or a pending petition before the appellate tax board of the county 
commissioners has been filed in good faith.  If there is more than one grantee of such 
deed, each grantee must file such statement, and no such deed shall be valid unless it 
contains a recitation that the Treasurer has received such statement. 
 
( c ) All parcels included in the Abutter Lots Program shall be offered for sale to qualified 
abutters, in accordance with the regulations governing the Abutter Lots Program. 
 
(d)  All parcels for which a Decree of Foreclosure has been received by the Treasurer 
between January 1 and June 30 shall be auctioned in the following September.  All 
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parcels for which a Decree of Foreclosure has been received by the Treasurer between 
July 1 and December 31 shall be auctioned in the following March.        
 
(e)  A parcel may be offered for sale through the Abutter Lots Program more than once.  
If a parcel has not been disposed through the Abutter Lots Program, it shall then be 
disposed in the same manner as tax title property, which is not eligible for the Abutter 
Lots Program.  Notwithstanding the previous sentence, if the parcel has still not been 
disposed, it shall then be offered again through the Abutter Lots Program. 
 
(f) Notwithstanding the provisions of Section 2 – 104.2, a lot acquired through the 
Abutter Lots Program may be combined with an adjacent lot also acquired through the 
abutter Lots Program to form a “combined lot”.   Said combined lot shall not be subject 
to the restrictions set forth in the Restrictive Covenant and may then be developed in 
accordance with the relevant provisions of the City of Taunton Revised Ordinances 
provided that the combined lot satisfies then existing zoning, subdivision and building 
requirements without relief from the City of Taunton Zoning Ordinance Sections 
regarding the front yard, side yard, rear yard, floor to area ratios, lot size, density or 
frontage.  No other property may be considered as part of the combined lot in 
determining whether said combined lot satisfies the relevant sections of the City of 
Taunton Zoning Ordinances. (Ord of 2-17-2004) 
 
Section 2-104-4.  City Tax Possession Agent Disposal of Foreclosed Tax Title 
Property Not Eligible for Abutter Lots Program.   
 
The City Tax Possession Agent shall dispose of foreclosed Tax Title Property, which is 
ineligible for the Abutter Lots Program or has already been auctioned one time through 
the Abutter Lots Program, in the following manner: 
 
(a)  With the exception of property which has been already been bid through the Abutter 
Lots Program, within 15 calendar days from the date the Treasurer receives that Decree 
of Foreclosure, the Treasurer shall notify the Tax Possession Agent who shall send a 
letter notifying the Mayor, City Council and all City Departments that the City has 
foreclosed on a parcel of property.  The letter shall specify the approximate square 
footage and location of the property and shall further state that the parcel will be 
auctioned by the City Tax Possession Agent unless the Tax Possession Agent receives 
written notification, within 30 days, that the Mayor, City Council or City Department has 
a need for the parcel. 
 
(b)  With the exception of property which has been already been bid though the Abutter 
Lots Program, after the 30 days has expired, the Tax Possession Agent shall send a notice 
to the owner of record immediately prior to the acquisition by the City of the title to such 
property.  Such notice shall contain a description of the property to be sold sufficient to 
identify it, shall state the date, time and place appointed for the sale thereof and the terms 
and conditions of such sale, and shall be sent by registered mail to the address of such 
owner as appearing upon the records of the assessors of the City, at least fourteen days 
before the sale. 
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( c )  In addition to the notice provisions of section (b) above, the Tax Possession Agent 
shall also, no less than fourteen days before such appointed date, post a notice of all 
property to be auctioned, in two or more convenient and public places in the City, as well 
as in a newspaper of general circulation in the City of Taunton. 
 
(d)  The Tax Possession Agent may reject any and all bids at such sale or any 
adjournment thereof if in his/her opinion no bid is made which approximates the fair 
market value of the property. 
 
(e)  After any such sale and upon payment by the purchaser to the City of the amount of a 
bid accepted by the Tax Possession Agent, the Tax Possession Agent, on behalf of the 
City, shall execute and deliver any instrument necessary to transfer the title of the City 
signed by the Mayor pursuant to M.G.L. Chapter 40 to any such property sold under this 
section.  The Tax Possession Agent shall not execute any deeds for tax title property until 
the purchaser submits, to the Tax Possession Agent, a statement signed under the pains 
and penalties of perjury that neither her/she nor any person who would gain equity in the 
property as a result of such conveyance has ever been convicted of a crime involving the 
willful and malicious setting of a fire, or of a crime involving the aiding, counseling or 
procuring of a willful and malicious setting of a fire, or of a crime involving the 
fraudulent filing of a claim of fire insurance; or is delinquent in the payment of real estate 
taxes to the City, or if delinquent, that a pending application for abatement of such tax, or 
a pending petition before the appellate tax board or the county commissioners has been 
filed in good faith.  If there is more than one grantee of such deed, each grantee must file 
such statement, and no such deed shall be valid unless it contains a recitation that the 
Treasurer has received such statement. 
 
(f)  All parcels for which a decree of foreclosure has been received by the Treasurer 
between January 1 and June 30, and all parcels remaining from the September Abutter 
Lots Auction shall be auctioned in the following October.  All parcels for which a decree 
of foreclosure has been received by the Treasurer between July 1 and December 31, and 
all parcels remaining from the March Abutter Lots Auction shall be auctioned in the 
following April.  Properties remaining after an auction would be re-advertised for 
successive auctions until sold. (Ord of 2-17-2004) 
 
Sec. 2-105. To prepare plans, etc., for drains and common sewers. 
 
The city engineer shall make and prepare all needed specifications and plans describing 
and governing the work of construction of all main drains, common sewers and water 
mains and shall make plans and profiles of all such drains and sewers built under the 
direction of the sewer commissioners, showing their location with reference to other 
drains, sewers and the street lines, and showing the location of all private sewers, private 
drains and water lines entering them. These plans shall be made in duplicate, and one 
complete set shall be kept in the files of the city engineer's office. The city engineer shall 
also perform such other duties pertaining to the office as may be required by the 
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commissioner of the department of public works and/or the department of public works 
committee. (Rev. Ords. 1964, Sec.2-20) 
 

DIVISION 5: BUDGET DIRECTOR 
Section 2-106 Budget Director 
 
There shall be created with the Executive Office of the Mayor, the position of Budget 
Director.  The Director shall be appointed by the Mayor, and approved by the Municipal 
Council for a period of three years. 
 
May be removed by the Mayor with Council approval after hearing and for cause. 
 
Under the direction of the Mayor, the Director shall prepare the annual, supplemental and 
interim budgets of the City, coordinate with department heads during the budget 
preparation, monitor departmental spending.  He shall advise the Mayor on budgetary 
matters, monitor revenue and expenses and adjust and amend the City budget as 
necessary.   The Director will provide all necessary periodic reporting to the Mayor and 
Municipal Council.  The Director shall advise the Mayor’s office on cost of collective 
bargaining items.  The Director shall be a member of the financial team, which meets 
periodically to advise the Mayor on fiscal matters. 
 
This is a non-exempt union position.  The Budget Director shall receive a contract 
pursuant to MGL Chapter 41 section 108N with terms to be mutually agreed upon with 
the Mayor and subject to Municipal Council approval.(Ord of 7-17-2007) 
 
Secs. 2-107--2-130. Reserved. 
 

DIVISION 6. SUPERINTENDENT OF PUBLIC BUILDINGS* 
 
Sec. 2-131. Election; term; removal; vacancies; bond required. 
 
There shall be appointed by the municipal council in January of every third year a 
superintendent of public buildings who shall hold office for three (3) years or until a 
successor is chosen and qualified. The superintendent shall be removable for just cause. 
A vacancy in office shall be filled in like manner for the unexpired term. The 
superintendent shall devote his/her entire time to the service of the city, and shall give 
bond with sufficient sureties to be approved by the municipal council for the faithful 
performance of his/her office. (Rev. Ords. 1964, Sec.2-27) 
 
Sec. 2-132. Heating, ventilation and air-conditioning technician.  
 
There is hereby created the position of heating, ventilation and air-conditioning 
technician, who shall be responsible for setting up, supervising and implementing 
continuing scheduled maintenance programs for all heating, ventilating and air-
conditioning systems to include also all refrigeration units throughout the entire high 
school project area, and all hot water generators, pool pumps and pool heaters. 
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Such technician shall advise the school administration of required or recommended work 
actions above and beyond normal scheduled maintenance procedures. Such technician 
shall in addition to their scheduled workweek, be available for call/ response duty on a 7 
day a week/ 24 hour basis unless otherwise excused from call/ response duty by the 
appointing authority. Such technician shall be considered part of the personnel for the 
office of superintendent of public buildings. (Ord. of 12-27-77, Ord of 7-11-2000) 
 
'Cross reference--Buildings and building regulations, Ch. 4. 
 
Sec. 2-133. Duties generally; not to be interested in contracts.  
 
The superintendent of public buildings, under the direction of the committee on public 
property, shall have the care and superintendence of all schoolhouses and other public 
buildings of the city, except where other provisions are made therefore, shall superintend 
the construction and repair of all such buildings, and shall see that all contracts relating to 
such construction or repair are faithfully performed and the work thereon properly done. 
The superintendent shall, under the direction of the committee on public property, cause 
to be made all such alterations, improvements and repairs upon any of the buildings as 
may be ordered by the municipal council or by the committee on public property, and 
shall purchase all necessary material therefore. The superintendent shall not be directly or 
indirectly interested in any contract for the construction or repair of any buildings of the 
city, or in any sale, purchase or lease in which the city is a party. 
 
The Superintendent shall be the administrative and organizational head of the Building 
Department.  He/she shall prepare the annual budget and be responsible for the overall 
supervision of all Building Department personnel.  The Superintendent shall have no 
responsibility for the enforcement of the State Building Code or for supervision of the 
Building Commissioner and inspectors appointed under his/her jurisdiction (Rev. Ords. 
1964, Sec. 2-28; Ord of 7-1-2008) 
 
Sec. 2-134. Reports required; records required; annual report. 
 
The superintendent of public buildings shall at all times keep him/ her self fully 
acquainted with the condition of all city buildings, and shall report to the municipal 
council whenever it shall order, the condition of all such buildings and the need of repairs 
and improvements thereon. The superintendent shall keep an accurate record of all such 
buildings with their appurtenances, and shall annually in the month of January present to 
the municipal council a report of the same, showing their condition, the nature and 
amount in detail of all expenditures made relating to such buildings or their 
appurtenances during the year next preceding, and a statement of the nature and extent of 
repairs or improvements which, in his/her opinion, will be required during the next 
succeeding twelve (12) months, with an estimate of the probable cost thereof. (Rev. Ords. 
1964, Sec. 2-29) 
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Sec. 2-135. Repairs not to be made on city buildings except by superintendent; 
exceptions. 
 
No repairs shall be made upon any building belonging to the city, or upon any of 
appurtenances thereof, other than buildings of the water department and of the municipal 
lighting plant, except under the direction and supervision of the superintendent of public 
buildings. (Rev. Ords. 1964, Sec. 2-30) 
 
Sec. 2-136. To have care and custody of city hall. 
 
The superintendent of public buildings shall have the general care and custody of the city 
hall and the ground appurtenant thereto, and shall keep the same at all times in a neat and 
clean condition. He/she shall prepare and arrange the various apartments of the city hall 
for such use as may be authorized by the mayor and municipal council, and shall see that 
the same are properly heated and lighted. (Rev. Ords. 1964, Sec. 2-31) 
 
Sec. 2-137. Purchases. 
 
The superintendent of public buildings may purchase such incidental supplies as may be 
needed in the city hall and may employ such other persons as may be deemed necessary 
by the municipal council in addition to his/her own services and those of any assistant in 
performing the duties required under this division. (Rev. Ords. 1964, Sec. 2-32) 
 
Sec. 2-138. Payment of expenses. 
 
The expenses necessarily incurred for the maintenance of the city hall shall be paid from 
the appropriation to be made annually for that purpose. (Rev. Ords. 1964, Sec. 2-33) 
 
Sec. 2-139. To have care of fire department plumbing and heating facilities.  
 
The superintendent of public buildings shall have the general care and custody of the 
plumbing and heating facilities in the fire department and shall keep the same at all times 
in a good operating condition. (Rev, Ords, 1964, Sec. 2-34) 
 
Secs. 2-140--2-150. Reserved. 
 

DIVISION 7. INSPECTOR OF WEIGHTS AND MEASURES* 
 
Sec. 2-151. Office created; appointment of sealer of weights and measures; deputy 
sealer of weights and measures; hours of office; duties generally, 
 
(a) There shall be elected by the municipal council in January of every third year a sealer 

of weights and measures who shall hold said office for three (3) years or until a 
successor is chosen and qualified. The person so appointed shall be appointed in 
conformance with section 19.1d.   He/she shall be removable for cause by the DPW 
Commissioner with a 2/3 vote of approval by the municipal council. 
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(b) The sealer of weights and measures shall be available in the office on each Monday, 

Wednesday and Friday (holidays excepted) between the hours of 4:00 p.m. and 5:00 
p.m. for the accommodation of persons who desire to have tested and sealed any 
scales, weights and measures which are utilized for the purpose of buying or selling 
any commodity. 

 
(c) There shall be elected by the municipal council in January of every third year a 

deputy sealer of weights and measures who shall hold said office for three (3) years 
or until a successor is chosen and qualified. He/she shall be removable for cause by 
the DPW Commissioner with the concurrence of a majority of the municipal council. 
Vacancy in such office shall be filled in like manner for the unexpired term. The 
deputy sealer of weights and measures shall assist the sealer of weights and measures 
in performing all those duties required by the general laws of this commonwealth. 
The deputy sealer of weights and measures shall, in addition to their scheduled 
workweek, be available for call/ response duty on a 7 day a week/ 24 hour basis 
unless otherwise excused from call/ response duty by the appointing authority 

 
(d) The sealer of weights and measures shall in addition to their scheduled workweek, 
be available for call/ response duty on a 7 day a week/ 24 hour basis unless otherwise 
excused from call/ response duty by the appointing authority and shall comply in all 
respects with the requirements and duties established for said position as detailed in 
General Laws, Chapter 98, Sections 34 -56. (Rev. Ords. 1964, Sec.2-35; Ord. of 10-
13-65; Ord. of 3-7-78; Ord. of 10-10-78; Ord. of 2-13-79; Ord. of 3-30-82; Ord of 5-
23-2000; Ord of 7-11-2000) 

'Cross reference-Licenses and miscellaneous business regulations, Ch. 12.  
State law reference-Appointment of local sealers or inspectors, M.G.L.A., c. 98,Sec. 34; weighers, 
measurers and surveyors of commodities, M.G.L.A., c. 41, Sec. 85 - 90A. 
 
Sec. 2-152. Records required. 
 
The inspector of weights and measures shall keep a detailed record of all work, shall 
make an annual report thereof in writing to the mayor showing what measures and 
weights he/she has tested and the result of the test, with such other information as the 
mayor may from time to time require. (Rev. Ords. 1964,Sec. 2-36; Ord. of 10-13-65) 
 
Sec. 2-153. Compensation; disposition of fees; bond. 
 
The inspector of weights and measures and the deputy inspector shall receive such 
compensation as the municipal council may determine, together with necessary expenses 
for travel, which shall be in full for all services rendered by them in the performance of 
their official duties. They shall account for and pay into the treasury, monthly, all fees 
received by them by virtue of their office and shall render to the city treasurer and the 
city auditor a written statement thereof in detail. The inspector shall give bond to the city 
in the sum of five hundred dollars ($500.00) with sufficient sureties to be approved by the 
mayor and municipal council, conditioned for the faithful performance of his/her duties. 
(Rev. Ords. 1964, Sec. 2-37; Ord. of 10-13-65) 
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Sec. 2-153.1. Fee schedule. 
 
The standard annual fee for the office of sealer of weights and measures shall be as 
follows: 
 
Description                                                                               Fee 
 
Balance and Scales 
Scale with capacity over 10,000 lbs $100.00 
Scale with capacity of 5,000 to 10,000 lbs $65.00 
Scale with capacity of 1,000 to 5,000 lbs $50.00 
Scale with capacity of 100 to 1,000 lbs $35.00 
Scales/balances of 10 to 100 lbs $20.00 
Scales/balances under 10 lbs $15.00 
 
Weights 
Avoirdupois (each) $2.00 
Metric (each) $2.00 
Apothecary (each) $2.00 
Troy (each). $2.00 
 
Capacity Measures 
One gallon or less $10.00 
Vehicle tanks $40.00 
 
Liquid Measuring Meters           
Inlet 1/2" or less: 

Oil, grease ...............…………………………………… $ 2.00 
Inlet more than 1/2" to 1": 

Gasoline Meters .................……………………………  $15.00 
Inlet more than 1":                                       

Vehicle Tank Meters .................……………………….. $40.00 
Bulk Storage. .................……………………………….  $50.00 

 
Other Devices 
Reverse Vending Machine $10.00 
Taxi Meters $10.00 
Odometer/ $  8.00 
Fabric measuring $10.00 
Wire/Rope/Cordage $10.00 
 
Linear Measures: 
 
Yard sticks ……………………………………..      $5.00 
Automated Electronic Retail Checkout System 
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 One to three scanners  ................................. $75.00 annually 
 Four to eleven scanners............................... $150.00 annually 
 Twelve or more scanners............................ $250.00 annually  
 (Ord. of 3-30-82; Ord. of 4-18-89; Ord of 4-23-96; Ord of 5-23-2000; Ord 7-24-2001) 
 

DIVISION 8. PARKING CLERK 
 
Sec. 2-154. Parking clerk; appointment. 
 
The mayor with the approval of the municipal council, shall appoint a parking clerk for 
the City of Taunton as provided by General Laws chapter 90, section 20A1/2 for a term 
of five (5) years. The parking clerk shall be removable for just cause by the mayor with 
the concurrence of two-thirds (2/3) of the members of the municipal council. Vacancies 
shall be filled in a similar manner. (Ord. of 11-17-81) 
 
State law reference-Statutory authority, M.G.L. Ch. 90,Sec.20A1/2. 
 
Sec. 2-155. Parking clerk; duties, powers. 
 
The parking clerk reports his/her work to the Municipal Council and shall have the 
authority to supervise and coordinate the processing of parking violation notices. The 
parking clerk shall have the authority, subject to the approval of the Mayor and 
Municipal Council, to hire personnel or contract by competitive bid for such services as 
may be necessary to perform the duties required. All persons employed by the clerk shall 
be subject to the provisions of General Laws chapter 31 (Civil Service). The clerk shall 
perform all such duties and responsibilities as are set forth in General Laws chapter 90, 
section 20A1/2  as amended, and shall have all the powers detailed therein. (Ord. of 11-
17-81) 
 
Secs. 2-156 - 2-162. Reserved. 
 

DIVISION 9. LABOR SERVICES OFFICE* 
 

See section 2-10 
 

DIVISION X REGISTRAR OF VOTERS 
 
Sec 2-164 Assistant to the Board of Registrar of Voters 
Appointment of; Qualifications; Compensation. 
(A) There shall be created the position of assistant to the board of registrars of voters who 
shall be appointed by the Board of Registrars of Voters to a three-year term and who shall 
be a resident of, and a registered voter in, the City of Taunton.  The assistant to the 
registrars shall possess computer proficiency, the ability to manage and train personnel, 
and the ability to communicate effectively with the public.    
 
(B) Duties and responsibilities shall be as follows: 

1. Register new voters; certify changes and deletions; 



 City of Taunton Revised Ordinances 

2010 Printing 1/5/2010  Chapter 2  Page 69 
 

2. Prepare and update annual voting list; 
3. Operate computer system as it relates to the "Motor Voter Law";  
4. Record nomination and petition papers and assist the Board in certifying 
names; 
5.  Train and instruct the junior clerk in office procedures; 
6.  Assist the Board of Registrars in the preparation of vote recounts; 
7.   Implement new procedures as mandated from time to time by the Secretary of 
State; 
8.  Assist the Board on all Primary and Election Days; 
9.  Attend Board meetings when requested; 
10.  Perform such other duties as may be required by the Board of Registrars. 

(Ord of 5-23-2000) 
 
Secs. 2-165 – 2-166 Reserved 
 

DIVISION XI CITY CLERK 
 
Sec  2-167 City Clerks Fees. 
 
CLAUSE   DESCRIPTION        FEES in dollars 
1 For filing and indexing assignment for the benefit of creditors $10.00 
11 For entering amendment of a record of the birth of a child born out of 

wedlock subsequently legitimized 
$25.00 

12 For correcting errors in a record of birth $25.00 
13 For furnishing certificate of birth $10.00 
13A For furnishing an abstract copy of a record of birth $7.00 
14 For entering delayed record of birth $25.00 
20 For filing certificate of a person conducting business under any title other 

than his real name 
$30.00 

21 For filing of a statement of change of his residence, or of his 
discontinuance, retirement, or withdrawal from, or change of location of 
such business by a person conducting business under any title other than 
his real name 

$10.00 

22 For furnishing certified copy of certificate of person conducting business 
under any title other than his real name or a statement by such person of 
his discontinuance, retirement, or withdrawal from such business. 

$10.00 

24 For recording the name and address, the date, and number of the 
certificate issued to a person registered for the practice of podiatry in the 
Commonwealth 

$30.00 

29 For correcting errors in a record of death $25.00 
30 For furnishing a certificate of death $7.00 
30A For furnishing an abstract copy of a record of death $6.00 
42 For entering notice of intention of marriage  and issuing certificates 

thereof 
$35.00 

43 For entering certificate of marriage filed by  persons married out of the 
Commonwealth 

$25.00 

44 For issuing certificate of marriage $10.00 
44A For furnishing an abstract copy of a record of marriage $6.00 
45 For correcting errors in a record of marriage $25.00 
54 For recording power of attorney $10.00 
57 For recording certificated of registration granted to a person to engage in $30.00 
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the practice of optometry, or issuing a certified copy thereof 
58 For recording the name of the owner of a  certificate of registration as a 

physician or osteopath in the Commonwealth 
$30.00 

62 For recording order granting locations of poles, piers, abutments or 
conduits, alterations of transfers thereof, and increase in number of wires 
and cable or attachments under the provisions of Sec. 22 of Chapter 116 

$40.00 flate 
rate, 10.00 
addt’l sts 

66 For examining records or papers relating to birth, marriage or death upon 
the application of any person the actual expense thereof, but not less than 

$7.00 

67 For copying any manuscript or record pertaining to a birth, marriage or 
death 

$7.00 

69 For receiving and filing a complete inventory of all items to be included 
in a "closing out sale" et 

$10.00 1st pg 
2.00 addt’l 
page 

75 For filing a copy of written instrument or declaration of trust by trustees 
of an association or trust , or any amendment thereof as provided by Sec. 
2., Ch. 182. 

$100.00 

78 For recording deed of lot or plot in a public place or cemetery $12.00 
79 Recording any other documents $10.00 1st pg 

2.00 addt’l 
page 

   
      
(Ord of 8-15-2000; Ord of 7-14-2009) 
 
Secs 2-168 - 2-169. Reserved. 
 

ARTICLE IV. PERSONNEL 
 

Sec. 2-170. Salaries to be paid weekly. 
 
 Salaries shall be paid on a weekly basis.  All employees, officers and positions shall 
receive the salaries set forth in the most recently agreed upon and signed union 
association contract or agreement between the City and the applicable bargaining unit.  
Agreements for upgrade or creation purposes of employees, officers or positions shall be 
allowed during contract periods. (Rev. Ords. 1964, Sec.14-1; Ord of 5-23-2000) 
 
Editor's note-Ordinances governing the salaries and wages of municipal officers and employees are not 
included herein, but are on file for inspection in the office of the city clerk. 
 
Sec. 2-171. Pre-employment physical; requirements for. 
 
(a) All prospective employees of the city shall be required to complete a pre-employment 
physical. 
 
(b) This physical examination report must be submitted to the prospective employee's 
department head, the chairman of the safety committee, and the mayor's office for review 
prior to commencing employment. An endorsed copy of said physical examination report 
shall be forwarded to and received by the city auditor prior to the placing of the new 
employee on the city payroll. (Rev. Ords. 1964, Sec.14-1.1; Ord. of 2-13-79; Ord of 5-
23-2000) 
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Sec. 2-172. Travel allowances and expenses. 
 
In addition to the salaries paid to the officers and employees of the city, there shall be 
allowed and paid for necessary expenses of travel from place to place within the city 
travel allowances to city employees and officers as approved by the Municipal Council 
and stipulated in the applicable bargaining unit contract if the employee or officer is 
covered by a union or association contract or in city ordinance if the employee or officer 
is not covered by a bargaining unit contract  (Rev. Ords. 1964, Sec. 14-3; Ord. of 7-22-
69, Sec.9 14-3; Ord of 5-23-2000) 
 
Sec. 2-173. Vacations  generally; 
 
With the exception of part-time and seasonal employees and members of boards or 
commissions, employee vacation time, where applicable, shall be accrued, utilized and 
reimbursed in the manner stipulated in the most  recently agreed upon and applicable 
union or association contract with the city which covers said employee.  Employees not 
covered by a collective bargaining agreement shall accrue, utilize and be reimbursed for 
vacation time in accordance with the personnel policy for the City of Taunton. (Rev. 
Ords. 1964, Sec.14-4; Ord of 5-23-2000) 
 
Sec. 2-174. Sick leave--Generally. 
 
With the exception of part-time and seasonal employees and members of boards or 
commissions, employee sick time, where applicable, shall be accrued, utilized and 
reimbursed in the manner stipulated in the most  recently agreed upon and applicable 
union or association contract with the city which covers said employee.  Employees not 
covered by a collective bargaining agreement shall accrue, utilize and be reimbursed for 
sick time in accordance with the personnel policy for the City of Taunton. (Rev. Ords. 
1964, Sec.14-5; Ord. of 8-15-72; Ord of 7-11-2000) 
 
Sec. 2-175. Same--Notification of department; examination by physician. 
(Rev. Ords. 1964, Sec.14-6; Ord. of 8-15-72; Deleted Ord of 5-23-2000) 
 
Sec. 2-176. Same--Records. 
 
Whenever any employee is absent because of personal illness the number of days of 
absence with pay shall be charged against their sick leave credits on records kept in each 
department for all employees under the supervision and direction of said department. 
(Rev. Ords. 1964, Sec.14-7;Ord. of 8-15-72) 
 
Sec. 2-177. Same--Not to be allowed employee when he leaves employment of city. 
(Rev. Ords. 1964, Sec. 14-8; deleted Ord of 5-23-2000) 
 
Sec. 2-178. Same--Members of armed forces not to lose accumulated sick leave 
during service. 
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An employee in the categories listed in section 2-174 who is a member of the armed 
forces of the United States shall be entitled to all sick leave benefits after having resumed 
his/her duties as an employee of the city and no sick leave which the employee may have 
accumulated shall be lost or lapsed because of military leave. (Rev. Ords. 1964, Sec.14-9; 
Ord. of 8-15-72) 
 
Sec. 2-179. Same-Effect of termination. 
 (Ord. Of 8-15-72; Ord. of 3-22-77; Deleted Ord of 5-23-2000) 
 
Sec. 2-180. PERSONNEL POLICY 
 
There shall be a personnel policy established by the Mayor and approved by the 
Municipal Council.  This policy shall contain all required notifications, statements and 
policies required for conformance with state and federal labor laws as well as any City 
requirements, procedures, and notifications.  In the event of a conflict between a contract 
duly approved by the City and any item contained in the personnel policy, the provisions 
of the contract shall prevail.  In addition, the personnel policy shall specify all benefits 
for employees and officials not covered under a contract with the City (Rev. Ords. 1964, 
Sec.14-10: Ord of 5-23-2000) 
 
Sec 2-180.1 Exempt and Executive Staff Compensation 
 
A. Policy Statement 
The City Of Taunton's compensation program is designed to achieve the following goals: 

•  ensuring fair and consistent pay practices; 
 

•  complying with applicable federal and state laws and regulations; 
 

•  operating within the constraints of The City Of Taunton's budgetary process and 
financial resource limitations; 

 
•  ensuring administrative efficiency; and 

 
• allowing The City Of Taunton to offer competitive salaries relative to the labor 

markets in which The City Of Taunton recruits. 
 
The City Of Taunton generally recruits in the local and regional labor markets to fill 
exempt positions and in the regional and national labor market to fill executive positions.  
While pay practices reflect local living costs, they are competitive with pay practices in 
the relevant labor markets. 
 
B. Exempt Staff  
Exempt staff shall consist of all employees of The City Of Taunton, whether part-time or 
full time, who are not covered by the terms of a collective bargaining agreement, and 
who are not seasonal and or special employees of The City of Taunton.  This definition 
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excludes the Chief Executive Officer and the Legislative Officers and the Police and Fire 
Chiefs whose renumeration is defined by statue and any employee whose terms and 
conditions of employment are set by an individual employment contract. 
 
Exempt staff compensation shall be made by appropriation made by the Mayor and 
approved by the Municipal Council in accordance with normal appropriation procedures, 
and shall be adjusted annually, July 1, by the CPI-U, the consumer price index urban, as 
published annually by the Bureau of Labor Statistics for the immediately preceding 
calendar year. 
 
C. Educational Incentive Compensation Formula 
Exempt staff salary shall include the following incremental adjustments for the following 
degrees: 
 Associates degree  2.5% 
 Bachelors degree  5.0% 
 Masters degree  7.5% 
 Doctorate degree  10.0%  
 
Educational incentives shall not be applicable to employees whose education degree level 
is a required perquisite for licensing and/or certification in the profession for which they 
are employed by the City of Taunton.(Ord of 5-15-2001)  
 
Sec. 2-181. Temporary personnel. 
 
No person shall be offered or shall accept temporary employment with any department, 
agency, board, commission or other instrumentality of the city without the prior approval 
of the mayor and municipal council. (Rev. Ords. 1964, Sec.14-11; Ord. of 2-13-68) 
 
Sec. 2-182. Restricting actions of city officers and employees.  
 
No officer or employee of the city shall do any act which has the purpose or effect of 
causing any office or position of the city to be placed within the classified civil service 
provided for by General Laws, Chapter 31, and the rules made thereunder, without the 
prior authorizing vote of the municipal council. (Rev. Ords. 1964, Sec. 14-12; Ord. Of 
11-22-66) 
 
Sec. 2-183. Residency requirement. 
Revoked 
(Rev. Ords. 1964, Sec.2-100; Ord. of 8-30-77:Ord of 3-23-99) 
 
 Sec. 2-184. Restricted duty capacity for employees partially disabled in course of 
employment. 
Deleted 
 (Ord. of 4-27-71; Ord of 2-20-2001) 
 
Sec. 2-185. Longevity pay. 
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All eligible employees shall be granted longevity pay as stipulated in their most recently 
agreed upon and applicable union or association contract with the city.  Employees not 
covered by a collective bargaining agreement shall  be granted longevity pay in 
accordance with the personnel policy for the City of Taunton. (Rev. Ords. 1964, Sec.14-
2; Ord. of 8-11-70; Ord. Of 11-17-70; Ord. of 5-11-71; Ord. of 6-22-71; Ord. of 7-23-74; 
Ord. of 8-20-74; Ord of 5-23-2000) 
 
Sec. 2-186. Safety rules and policies. 
 
(a) Violation rate schedule. The following violations shall be subject to disciplinary 
action based on the rate of seriousness indicated: 
 
Rate                                                 Violations 
 
A, 1           Drinking or use of drugs competence leading or contributing toward an 
accident 
A, 1, 2 or 3  Incompetence leading or contributing toward an accident. 
A, 1 or 2    Insubordination contributing toward an accident. 
A, 1 or 2    Misconduct contributing toward an accident. 
A,1 or 2    Abuse of property, materials and/or equipment contributing toward an 
accident. 
A,1,2,or 3  Failure to comply with health and safety regulations or policies. 
A,1,2,or 3  Failure to obey rules concerning proper care and use of tools and materials, 
etc., which       
                  Contribute toward an accident.  
(a) Explanation of rate system. Safety violations will result in disciplinary action as 

indicated below based on the rate of seriousness of the violation: 
 
(1) A l violations: 
      Three (3) day suspension, first violation; dismissal, second violation; 
(2) A 2 violations: 
     Written warning, first violation; three (3) day suspension, second violation; dismissal, 
third       
      Violation.  
(3) A 3 violations:  
      Verbal warning, first violation; three (3) day suspension, second violation; dismissal, 
third  
       Violation. 
 

Note: a. Any verbal written warning or suspension for a violation will be taken 
into consideration,                            if there is another violation of that rule or any 
other policy. 
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b. Violations listed with more than one (1) rate will be considered by the degree 
of seriousness of that particular violation as to what disciplinary step will be taken 
for first violation.  
 
c.  Records of disciplinary action will be entered into the involved employee's 
personal file. 

  
d.  Warnings will be removed from an employee's personal file after a reasonable 
length of time. This procedure is initiated by the employee and is subject to 
approval of the department safety officer, employee's direct supervisor and 
chairman, city safety council. The lengths of time prior to the initiation of this 
procedure is in accordance with the seriousness of the violation. The following 
schedule or waiting period shall commence with the "Date of Violation." 
Immediate dismissal is to remain permanent part of the employee's personal file: 

(1) Three (3) day suspension, one year. 
(2) Written warning, nine (9) months. 
(3) Verbal warning, six (6) months. 

 
e. At no time will safety be disregarded to accelerate the completion of a job 
regardless of the situation.  

 
(b) Safety notices. 

 
(c) (1) Compressed air used for cleaning must not exceed thirty  (30)  P.S.I.  per  federal  

statute,  and  any department that uses air compression that exceeds one hundred 
(100) P.S.I. will insure that they will not be used for cleaning. To accomplish this, 
department superintendents will provide specially designed nozzles. These nozzles 
must be used and used as designed without "modification." Due to the potential 
hazards involved, violations of this safety notice will be treated as follows: 

First offense, written warning. 
Second offense, three (3) day suspension. 
Third offense, dismissal. 

 
(2) In order to provide personal protection and in order to comply with federal 
mandate, all city employees and all visitors to city facilities must wear protective 
equipment when they are in hazardous areas. Hazardous areas will be defined 
within each department by the department safety officer and department 
superintendents. Employees will not be allowed to work in these areas without 
suitable protection. Violations of this safety notice will be dealt with as follows: 

 
First violation, written warning. 
Second violation, three (3) day suspension. 
Third violation, dismissal; 

 
(3) Due to the flammable and toxic nature of many of the materials used by 
various departments within the city,  "No  Smoking"  regulations  will  be  
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rigorously enforced. Smoking will be permitted in specifically designated areas as 
posted. Department heads along with their safety officer will designate and post 
no-smoking areas within their departments. In areas where smoking is permitted, 
only approved receptacles such as ash trays or sand buckets will be used to 
dispose of matches and cigarettes. Matches or cigarettes are not to be thrown into 
trash receptacles. 
 
All employees are cautioned to never empty ash trays before leaving from work. 
Smoking in prohibited areas and the unsafe disposal of cigarettes or matches and 
the unsafe emptying of ash trays are violations of this safety notice and will be 
treated as follows: 

 
First offense, written warning. 
Second offense, three (3) day suspension. 
Third offense, dismissal. 

 
(4) The city's garage and parking lots speed limits are to be strictly enforced. This 
speed limit applies to all employees whether driving personal or city vehicles. 
Violations of this safety notice will be treated as follows: 

 
First violation, written warning. 
Second violation, three (3) day suspension. 
Third violation, dismissal. 

 
(d) Fire extinguishers. Fire extinguishers are to be used as follows: 
 

(1) Employees are to know where fire extinguishers are located, what types of fire 
they are suitable for, and how to operate them. 
 
(2) Employees are to use correct type of extinguisher on fires as listed on 
extinguishers. 
 
(3) Whenever an extinguisher is used, and, even if only partly discharged, the 
employee using the same is to return the extinguisher to the department safety 
officer. 

 
(4) Extinguishers are to be used only for fire fighting. Other uses will result in a 
safety violation citation as follows: 

First offense, three (3) day suspension. 
Second offense, dismissal. 

 
(e) Clothing safety. For reasons of personal hygiene and safety, the following dress 
regulations are required of city employees: 

(1) Employees  are  not  permitted to wear shorts or bermudas. 
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(2) Employees will wear proper footwear in manufacturing areas, road work, 
sewer/water main work, tree work, operating lawnmowers and other hazard jobs 
or areas, employees are not permitted to wear sandals, tennis or any open type 
shoe. 
 
(3) Employees doing special jobs (cleaning city pools/fountains, etc.) may wear 
tennis  shoes or waders. 
 
(4) It is required that all employees regardless of working indoors or outdoors 
wear shirts or other suitable clothing above the waist at all times. 
 
(5) It is required that all non-office employees wear trousers or jeans. 
Violations of this safety notice will be treated as follows: 

 
First offense, verbal warning. 
Second offense, written warning. 
Third offense, three (3) day suspension. 

 
(f) Hard  hats.  Employees  will  wear  hard  hats  when working on: 

 
(1) Construction jobs and around moving or stationary heavy equipment. 
 
(2) Tree work. 
     
 (3) Installing/repairing, water/sewer, mains/lines. 
       
 (4) Operating brush chipper, stumper and chainsaw. 
  
 (5) Upon recommendation of department safety officer on any occasion not 
covered by any of the above. The department safety officer will be determining 
authority in fringe areas of this safety notice. Violations of this safety notice will 
be treated as follows: 

 
First offense, written warning. 
Second offense, three (3) day suspension 
Third offense, dismissal. 

 
 (g) Operation of special equipment.  No employee will operate any special equipment 
(Brush chipper, stumper, chainsaws, jack hammers, welding equipment and heavy 
equipment, etc.) unless they have been specifically hired to perform this task, or they 
have had adequate training on said equipment to enable them to be proficient enough to 
insure that no accidents are likely to result when operating special equipment. Violations 
of this safety notice will be treated as follows: 
 

First offense, written warning. 
Second offense, three (3) day suspension. 
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Third offense, dismissal. 
 
(h) Sewer/water mains installation or repairs. Whenever any repairs are done on existing 
sewer/water mains or installation of new sewer/water mains, proper shoring will be used 
at all times as required by state law. Violations of this safety notice will be treated as 
follows: 
 

First offense, three (3) day suspension. 
Second offense, dismissal. 

 
(i) Safety signs and reflector vests/straps. Whenever any work being done by any city 
department, blocks, obstructs or hinders the passage of vehicles on a city thoroughfare, 
proper signs and horses or barriers will be placed in accordance with existing state 
regulations. Personnel working on these jobs will wear approved reflector vests at all 
times. Violations of this safety notice will be treated as follows:  
 

First offense, written warning. 
Second offense, three (3) day suspension. 
Third offense, dismissal. 

 
 (j) Sound protectors. Any employee working with equipment that produces high noise, 
e.g. jack hammers, chainsaws, brush chippers, etc., will, at all times, wear sound 
protectors while working with or around said equipment. Violations of this safety notice 
will be treated as follows: 
 

First offense, verbal warning. 
Second offense, written warning. 
Third offense, three (3) day suspension. 

 
(k) Reports. A report is to be made out at the time of accident by supervisor and 
submitted to the safety officer, for review and comment. 
 
(l) Effect of section on state and federal rules. These policies and rules do not supersede 
state and federal rules.  
 
(m) Suspended employees not to be paid for suspension period. All suspensions and 
dismissal proceedings must follow the procedures as set down by civil service regulations 
and/or city ordinances and various representing unions. (Rev. Ords. 1964, Sec. 14-14; 
Ord. of 11-14-78) 
 
Sec. 2-187. Adoption of state law re collective bargaining.  
 
The provisions of sections 3, 7A and 9B of chapter 32B of the General Laws are hereby 
adopted for the purpose of allowing the municipal employees covered by the terms of 
said sections to collectively bargain with the city for the granting of said benefits. (Ord. 
of 1-4-72) 
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Secs. 2-188 - 2-223. Reserved. 
 
 

ARTICLE VI. DEPARTMENT OF HUMAN SERVICES* 
 

Sec. 2-224. Establishment; composition; term. 
 
(a) Establishment. Whereas, the Council on Aging Board of Directors and the 
Department of Human Services Board of Directors now operate under one budget, for the 
purpose of efficient operation, its is now voted and approved by each to merge into one 
governing body to be known as the Department of Human Services Board of Directors 
 
(b) Purpose.  The Board shall serve to mobilize the resources of the community, the 
commonwealth of Massachusetts, the Federal Government, and all agencies and 
subdivisions thereof to provide funding to address gaps in services in the area of Health 
and Safety, as well as in-home and leisure time activities for its citizens sixty years of age 
and older.  The Board shall endeavor to foster mutual understanding and respect among 
all racial, religious, or ethnic groups devoted to the reduction of crime and violent 
activities, and the development of programs to address the root causes of these problems, 
and shall serve as a resource for questions or problems relating to both private and public 
sectors for appropriate referrals. 
 
(c)  Composition,  Term. The Board shall consist of seven  (7) members with staggered 
terms of four-, three-, two-, and one-year intervals and who will serve without 
compensation.  Said appointees will be appointed by the Mayor, subject to confirmation 
by the Municipal Council.   The Board shall consist of four (4) senior citizens age sixty 
and over (mandated by the Executive Office of Elder Affairs), one (1) with expertise in 
the field of human services, one (1) with expertise in the field of substance abuse 
prevention services, and one (1) with expertise in the area of human relations, including 
some knowledge and experience in cultural diversity, the terms of which shall be as 
follows: 

Three four-year terms 
Two three-year terms 

One two-year term 
One one-year term 

 
The Chairman shall be elected by, and serve at the will of the Board of Directors. (ord of 
12-30-96) 
 
Sec. 2-225.  Meetings . 
 
The Board shall meet monthly on a day to be determined by the Board and at such other 
times as the Chairperson deems necessary. (ord of 12-30-96) 
 
Sec. 2-226.  Vacancies on the Board. 
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As a matter of policy, regular attendance is expected of all members.  In the event of 
absence of any member for three (3) consecutive meetings, except for reasons of health 
or extenuating circumstances as duly reported to the Chair or the Director in advance of 
meetings, the Board shall request resignation of that member.  On the occasion of six 
absences during any calendar year, the Board shall recommend the appointing authority 
dismiss such a member from the Board. (ord of 12-30-96) 
 
Sec.  2-227. Director, appointment; term; duties and qualifications . 
 
 (a) The Director, who shall serve as ex-officio member of the board, shall be appointed 
by the Mayor for a term of four years.  Salary shall be determined by the Mayor in 
accordance with the City of Taunton Management Association's Department Head and 
Assistant Department Head salary grid. 
 
(b)  Qualifications,  duties. 
The Director shall possess a Bachelor 's Degree in the field of human services with at 
least five years management and grant-writing experience in the human services field. 
 
The Director shall administer, plan, develop, implement, and supervise a comprehensive 
program of activities which will endeavor to satisfy the physical, social, economic, and 
psychological needs of the citizens of Taunton. (ord of 12-30-96) 
 
 
Secs. 2-252 - 2-261. Reserved. 
 

ARTICLE VIII. CABLE TELEVISION ADVISORY COMMISSION 
 
Sec. 2-262. Establishment; term of office; appointment; vacancy. 
 
Pursuant to the authority contained in General Laws, Chapter 166A, and the rules and 
regulations issued pursuant thereto, there shall be a cable television advisory commission 
(hereinafter referred to as the commission) consisting of five (5) members to be 
appointed by the mayor. The mayor shall initially appoint the five (5) members for terms 
as follows: One for a term of one year; one for a term of two (2) years; one for a term of 
three (3) years; one for a term of four (4) years; and one for a term of five (5) years 
respectively from the first Monday in January next following such appointment and until 
their successors are qualified. Thereafter, as the term of office of any member expires, the 
mayor shall annually, before the first Monday of January, appoint his/her successor for a 
term of five (5) years. A vacancy in the commission shall be filled in like manner for the 
remainder of the unexpired term. The term "issuing authority" as used in this article, shall 
be synonymous with the term "mayor" as provided by General Laws, Chapter 166A. 
(Ord. of 9-15-81, Sec. 1; Ord. of 11-13-84, Sec.1) 
 
Sec. 2-263. Powers and duties. 
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(a) The commission shall have authority to create policy and/or regulate on-going matters 
concerning administration of the cable television system as well as other matters related 
to the license, subject to the issuing authority's ultimate authority and approval, as set 
forth in General Laws, Chapter 166A, and other applicable regulations. 
 
(b) Subject to appeal to and the authority of the issuing authority, the licensee shall 
recognize the commission as vested with the powers and rights of the issuing authority. 
The commission may adopt any rules and regulations necessary to carry out the 
provisions of the license, subject to the approval of the issuing authority, which rules 
shall be binding on the licensee and on the public. The licensee shall not be relieved of its 
obligations to comply promptly with any of the provisions of the license by any failure of 
the city or said commission to enforce prompt compliance. 
 
(c) The commission, in addition to any other functions assigned to it by the issuing 
authority or in the license, shall have the following functions: 
 

(1) To advise the issuing authority on matters which might constitute grounds for 
revocation of the franchise in accordance with the license and any applicable law, 
ordinance or regulation. 
 
(2) To establish procedures for the hearing and disposition of complaints from any 
person, firm, corporation or other entity relating to the operation of the system. 
 
(3) To report annually to the issuing authority, in writing, on the regulation of 
rates and the addition or discontinuance of any services and the modification or 
other revision of any term or condition in the license. This report shall include an 
account of franchise fees received and distributed, the total number of hours of 
utilization of access channels, hourly subtotals for various programs and 
categories and a review of any plan submitted during the year by the licensee for 
development of new services. 
 
(4) To work with the licensee's program director in order to help stimulate 
community programming of the access channels and in order to help coordinate 
the licensee's consultant services for the best use of facilities and access channels. 
 
(5) To supervise cable operations to ensure fair and nondiscriminatory availability 
of public access channels. 
 
(6) To appropriately designate its representatives to inspect all construction work 
performed subject to the provisions of the license and to make such inspections at 
any time it deems necessary to ensure compliance with the terms of the license 
and other pertinent provisions of law. 
 
(7) To audit all license records required of the licensee by General Laws, Chapter 
166A, by the CATV commission, or the Federal Communications Commission, 
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and at the commission's discretion to require the preparation and filing of 
information additional to that required herein. 
 
(8) To conduct evaluations of the system and the license annually with the 
licensee and pursuant thereto, make recommendations to the issuing authority for 
amendments to this license. 
 
(9) To maintain vigilance regarding possible abuses of privacy. 

 
(10) To develop and publish, and amend as necessary, from time to time, the 
commission's rules and procedures to define its functions and responsibilities. The 
commission shall-submit the same to the issuing authority for approval prior to 
publication. 
 
(11) To be directly responsible, in the event a subscriber is aggrieved, for 
receiving and acting upon such subscriber complaints or inquiries.  
 
(12) To review changes in service rates. Said changes must be submitted to the 
cable television advisory commission by the licensee at least thirty (30) days prior 
to said changes and the licensee shall provide necessary and proper justification 
for such service rate changes. (Ord. of 9-15-81,Sec.1) 

 
Sec. 2-264. Compensation. 
 
The members of the commission shall be paid the following stipends; Chairman, $800.00  
members (4), $500.00 each or as shall be determined from time to time by the  municipal 
council and shall be paid in December of each year. (Ord. of 11-13-84, Sec.2; Ord of 5-
23-2000) 
 
Secs. 2-265--2-274.  
 
Reserved. 
 

ARTICLE IX. COMMISSION ON THE AFFAIRS OF THE HANDICAPPED 
 
Sec. 2-275. Establishment. 
 
There shall be a Taunton Commission for Individuals with Disabilities. (Ord. of 12-6-
83,Sec. 1; Ord of 3-17-98) 
 
Sec. 2-276. Function and purpose. 
 
It shall be the function of the commission to: 
 
To assist the Americans with Disabilities Act Coordinator, on an advisory basis in bringing the 
City's buildings, facilities, and programs, and services into compliance with the American's 
Disabilities Act and the Architectural Access Board's Regulations 
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To deal with accessibility issues by providing information, referrals, guidance, coordination, and 
offering and providing technical assistance to other public agencies and private persons, 
businesses, organizations, and institutions  (Ord. of 12-6-83, Sec. 2: Ord of 3-17-98; Ord of 
8-16-2005) 
 
Sec. 2-277. Definition of a person with a handicap. 
 
For the purposes of this article, a physically or mentally challenged individual shall be 
defined as any individual that has a physical or mental impairment which substantially 
limits one or more major life activities, has a record of such impairment, or is regarded as 
having such impairments by the Commission. (Ord. of 12-6-83, sec 3; Ord of 3-17-98) 
 
*Editor's note--An ordinance passed Dec. 6, 1983, enacted the provisions codified as Art. IX, secs 2-275 - 
2-279 above. Since said ordinance did not expressly amend the Code, the manner of codification has been 
at the editor's discretion. 
 
*Cross references-Citizens advisory board for human services, Sec. 2-204 et seq.; department of human 
services, Sec. 2-224 et seq.; handicapped persons, parking reserved for, secs 13-89.1, 13-90..  
 
Sec. 2-278. Responsibilities. 
 
To seek equal status for the physically and mentally challenged in all aspects of society, 
including, but not limited to, education, employment, political, health, legal, and social 
spheres. 
 
To assist the Americans with Disability Acts Coordinator in an advisory capacity in 
reviewing and evaluating all departments, divisions, and agencies of the city and 
providing recommendations to appropriately reflect the needs of the physically and 
mentally challenged. 
 
To assist the Americans with Disability Acts Coordinator in an advisory capacity in 
inspecting and evaluating all municipal buildings and facilities and providing 
recommendations for a plan to bring all municipal buildings and facilities into 
compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act and where possible or required, the 
Architectural Access Board Rules and Regulations.  
 
To assist the Americans with Disability Acts Coordinator in an advisory capacity in 
inspecting and evaluating all streets, sidewalks, and other public paths of travel and 
providing recommendations for a plan to bring all streets, sidewalks, and other public 
paths of travel into compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act and the 
Architectural Access Board Rules and Regulations. 
 
To recommend, coordinate, and monitor the enactment of legislation, which promotes 
equal status of the physically and mentally challenged on the city, state, and federal 
levels. 
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To assist the Americans with Disability Acts Coordinator in an advisory capacity in the 
hearing of complaints brought alleging discrimination against the physically mentally 
challenged. 
 
To assist in increasing public awareness of the physically or mentally challenged through 
participation in public and media events sponsored by the administrative and/or 
legislative bodies of the city, including, but not limited to, city sponsored recreational, 
educational and developmental activities. 
 
To be an active and participating member or appropriate organization dealing with issues 
affecting the physically and mentally challenged. 
 
To recruit and recommend prospective members to the commission subsequent to the 
appointment by the Mayor. 
 
To acquire, analyze, use and store disability related statistics and related materials in an 
accessible location agreed upon by the commission and the Mayor 
 
To annually prepare a report on all accessibility related improvements and programs 
completed during the past year and goals and objectives for the upcoming year. 
 
Said commission shall keep records of its meetings and actions and shall file an annual 
report which shall be printed in the city annual report and shall have at least ten meetings 
annually. 
 
To serve on the commission without compensation 
 
Such other powers and duties as may be agreed upon by the Mayor and Municipal 
Council (Ord. Of 12-6-83 Sec. 4 Ord; of 3-17-98: Ord of 8-16-2005)  
 
Sec. 2-279. Appointments and terms of office. 
 
The commission shall consist of five members; three of the five members will constitute 
a quorum. The members of the commission shall be appointed by the mayor and 
approved by the Municipal Council. Three of said commission members shall consist of 
people with disabilities. One member of said commission shall be a member of the 
immediate family of a person with disabilities. The Chairman or his Designee of the 
Municipal Council Committee on Disabilities (ADA) shall appoint an ex officio member 
to the commission and that person shall fulfill the requirement that one member of the 
commission shall be either an Elected or Appointed Official of the City. 
 
The terms of the first members of said commission shall be for one, two, or three years, 
and so arranged that the term of one-third of the members expires each year, and their 
successor shall be appointed for terms of three years each. 
 
Any member of said commission may, after a public hearing, if so requested, be removed 
for cause by the appointing authority. A vacancy occurring otherwise than by expiration 
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of the term shall be filled for the unexpired term in the same manner as an original 
appointment. The chairperson and other officers shall be chosen by a majority vote of 
said commission members.   
 
The Mayor will select the first chairman of the board. After the first year, the members of 
the Commission shall appoint the chairman annually. (Ord. Of 12-6-83 Sec. 5 Ord; of 3-
17-98; Ord of 8-16-2005) 
  
Secs. 2-280--2-289. Reserved. 
 

ARTICLE X. ADMINISTRATIVE ORGANIZATION ON AUTOMATION* 
 

Sec. 2-290. Commission established. 
 (Ord. of 12-13-83, sec 1: Deleted Ord of 5-23-2000)  
 
+Editor's note--Article X, secs 2-290--2-294, is derived from secs 1--6 of an ordinance enacted Dec. 13, 
1983. Said ordinance did not specifically amend the Code, and hence it has been so codified at the editor's 
discretion. 
 
Sec. 2-291. Members of the commission, 
(Ord. of 12-13-83, secs 2, 6; Deleted Ord of 5-23-2000)  
 
Sec. 2-292. Automation/ office manager- Selection by Commission, appointment by 
mayor.  
(Ord. of 12-13-83, sec 3l; Deleted Ord of 5-23-2000) 
 
Sec. 2-293. Same--Salary. 
(Ord. of 12-13-83, sec 4; Deleted Ord of 5-23-2000) 
 
Sec. 2-294. Same--Duties and responsibilities. 
(Ord. of 12-13-83, sec 5; Deleted Ord of 5-23-2000) 
 
Secs. 2-295--2-304. Reserved. 
 

ARTICLE XI. HIRING POLICY FOR PUBLIC WORKS PROJECTS* 
 
Sec. 2-305. Definitions. 
 
The following word, as used in this article, shall, unless the context otherwise requires, 
has the following meaning: "Resident" is any person for whom the principal place where 
that person normally eats and sleeps and maintains his or her normal personal and 
household effects is within the city limits of the City of Taunton. (Ord. of 9-25-84, sec 2) 
 
+Editor's note-An ordinance passed Sept. 25, 1984, as amended by an ordinance passed Dec. 31, 1984, was 
not enacted as a specific amendment or addition to the Code, but is included herein as Art. XI, secs 2-305--
2-311, at the discretion of the editor. 
 



 City of Taunton Revised Ordinances 

2010 Printing 1/5/2010  Chapter 2  Page 86 
 

Sec. 2-306. Policy. 
 
(a) On any construction project funded in whole or in part by city funds, or funds which, 
in accordance with a federal grant or otherwise, the city expends or administers, or which 
the city is a signatory to the construction contract, the worker hours on a craft-by-craft 
basis shall be performed in accordance with the contract documents provided for in 
paragraph (b) below. 
 
(b) At least fifty (50) per cent of the total employee manhours in each trade shall be by 
bona fide Taunton residents. For purposes of this paragraph, "worker hours" shall include 
work performed by persons filling apprenticeship and on-the-job training positions. 
 
(c) In order to ensure compliance with this article, the provisions of the City of Taunton 
residents preference section shall be included by each city department in all contracts 
with any private corporation or individual for construction projects covered by this 
article. (Ord. of 9-25-84, sec 3) 
 
Sec. 2-307. Exemptions. 
 
The Taunton Housing Authority is hereby exempted from the terms of this article. (Ord. 
of 12-31-84) 
 
Sec. 2-308. Compliance, enforcement, Sanctions. 
 
(a) Planning and implementation. Prior to the commencement of any construction 
project, capital works, or city economic development plan covered by this article, the city 
shall: 

(1) Review spending plans for such project; 
(2) Identify the number of job positions to be created by the project;  
(3) Specify training needed for entry level and semi-skilled positions by jb title; 
(4) Establish a job screening and referral agency which shall refer city residents to 
contractors and subcontractors to enable such contractors and subcontractors to 
comply with this article. 

 
(b) Responsibility for monitoring. The Task Force On Unemployment for the City of 
Taunton shall be responsible for monitoring compliance with the provisions of this 
article, and the contract provisions established in accordance therewith shall have the 
following duties: 

(1)  To require all contractors and subcontractors affected by this article to submit 
weekly workforce charts listing workers by name, residential address, craft, job 
category, and hours worked. These charts shall be public record. 
(2) To negotiate with all contractors/developers in order to identify and classify 
construction jobs by job titles, hiring dates, duration and training. 
(3) To register all interested community-based organizations, associations and 
individuals, and notify such organizations, associations and individuals of any 
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pre-award conferences between the City of Taunton and the developer/contractor 
relating to hiring requirements and goals as stated herein. 

 
(c) Sanctions.  The Taunton Municipal Council shall have the power, by means of the 
contract provisions referred to in Section 2-306 above, to impose sanctions upon 
contractors and subcontractors found to be in noncompliance with this article. Such 
sanctions shall include, but not be limited to: 

(1) Suspension of payments; 
(2) Termination of the contract; 
(3) Recovery by the city of five (5) per cent of the contract award price as 
liquidated damages; and 
(4) Denial of right to participate in future projects for up to three (3) years. (Ord. 
of 9-25-84, sec 4; Ord. of 10-21-86; ord of 5-23-2000) 

 
Sec. 2-309. Liaison committee. 
 
The municipal council shall establish a liaison committee (five (5) members) which shall 
meet monthly, in a forum open to the public, to review the awarding agency reports, 
monitor compliance with the provisions of the article, and make recommendations to the 
awarding agency and the municipal council regarding enforcement of this article. The 
municipal council shall accept nominations of three (3) persons from interested groups 
including, but not limited to, union contractors, nonunion contractors, community-based 
organizations/associations, the Taunton Building and Construction Trades, and interested 
persons who submit name for consideration by the council in writing. The municipal 
council shall thereafter select one person from those nominations submitted by each 
organization to serve without compensation for a term of two (2) years. This nomination 
and selection process shall be used to fill any vacancy. (Ord. of 9-25-84, sec 5) 
 
Sec. 2-310. Fines. 
 
Any person who provides false information regarding his or her residence address shall 
be subject to a fine of not more than three hundred dollars ($300.00). (Ord. of 9-25-84, 
sec 6) 
 
Sec. 2-311. Agencies. 
 
Any and all activities of any agency, operating or acting on behalf of the City of Taunton, 
including, but not limited to, the Taunton Redevelopment Authority, Taunton Industrial 
Development Commission, and the Taunton Municipal Lighting Plant shall comply with 
the provisions of this article. (Ord. of 9-25-84, sec 7) 
 
cross reference--Exemption of Taunton Housing Authority from provisions this hiring policy, sec 2-307. 
 
Sec. 2-312 Project Labor Agreement 
1. Prior to the submission of a request for proposal (RFP) by the City of Taunton or any 

agency or department thereof for any fully, or partially financed public project within 
the City of Taunton, the Municipal Council shall be required to consider the inclusion 
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of a Project Labor Agreement (PLA), so called, which shall be a project specific 
agreement, negotiated at the onset of the project, between the contractor, 
subcontractors, and the unions representing the crafts that are needed for the project, 
as a term of the RFP. 

2. This requirement shall only apply to any project that is estimated to be in excess of 
ten million dollars in the aggregate and involves the construction, rehabilitation or 
renovation of a minimum of two structures or buildings 

3. The Municipal Council shall take a separate vote on the inclusion of a PLA within the 
RFP.  Any RFP for a project that meets the criteria in paragraph two of this section, 
which is promulgated without the requisite Municipal Council vote, shall be invalid. 
(Ord of 11-5-2001) 

 
 
Secs. 2-313--2-321. Reserved. 

 
ARTICLE XII. GOLF COURSE COMMISSION* 

 
Sec. 2-322. Established; number of commissioners. 
 
There shall be a golf course commission (hereinafter referred to at times as "the 
commission") consisting of seven (7) commissioners to be appointed by the municipal 
council as hereinafter provided. (Ord. of 2-24-87, sec 1; Ord. of 9-29-92, sec 1) 
 
Sec. 2-323. Filling of positions; nominations. 
 
The positions on the commission shall be filled in the following manner: 
(1) One (1) commissioner shall be a member of the municipal council; 
(2) Five (5) shall be from the Taunton community at large; and 
(3) One (1) shall be a season pass holder at John F Parker Municipal Golf Course. 
 
Nominations for each particular position may be made by the council and the mayor. In 
considering nominations to the commission, the nominators should bear in mind that the 
composition of the commission must include one (1) member with a legal background, 
one (1) member with expertise in financial matters and one (1) member familiar with 
earthwork contracting. (Ord. of 2-24-87, secs 2, 3; Ord. of 2-20-90; Ord. of 9-29-92, sec 
2) 
 
Sec. 2-324. Initial appointment. 
 
The municipal council shall appoint seven (7) commissioners with terms as follows:  
 
(1) The appointment for the position to be filled by a member of the municipal council 
shall be for one (1) year;  
 
(2) The appointment for the positions to be filled by residents of the greater Taunton 
community shall be for two (2) years; 
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(3)  The appointment for the position to be filled by a season  pass holder at John F. 
Parker Municipal Golf Course shall be for one (1) year.  
 
The term for the new commissioner to be elected at large shall commence upon the 
expiration of the term presently held by the commissioner residing within one-quarter 
mile of the golf course. On or before the expiration of each term set forth herein, with the 
exception of the municipal council member and the season pass holder, who shall be 
appointed annually, the municipal council shall appoint a successor for a term of three (3) 
years. Should a commissioner die, resign or otherwise become disqualified to serve 
before the expiration of his or her term, the municipal council shall appoint someone to 
serve the remainder of the vacated term, said appointment to take place in the manner 
above provided. (Ord. of 2-24-87, sec 4; Ord. of 9-29-92, sec 3) 
 
Editor's note--An ordinance enacted Feb. 24, 1987, was not adopted as a specific amendment or addition to 
the Code, but is included herein as a new Art. XII, secs, 2-322--2-327, to Ch. 2 at the discretion of the 
editor. 
 
Cross reference--Parks, recreation and public grounds, sec 15-1 et seq. 
 
Sec. 2-325. Management and operation of John F. Parker Golf Course. 
 
The commission shall oversee the management and operation of the John F. Parker Golf 
Course property and facilities and shall, from time to time as it deems advisable or at the 
council's request, make recommendations to the council relative to the management, 
operation, control, use, and development of the golf course property and its facilities. 
(Ord. of 2-24-87, sec 5; Ord. of 9-29-92, sec 4) 
 
Sec. 2-326. Meetings; duty to keep council informed; commission officers. 
 
(a) The commission shall meet monthly and at such other times as may be advisable or 
necessary to carry out its functions. All meetings of the commission shall be conducted in 
accordance with Robert's Rules or Order, and full minutes shall be kept. 
(b) The commission shall keep the council at all times fully informed about the 
operations of the golf course and about any proposals, developments or other factors 
which the commission deems may or will affect or otherwise are relevant to the 
management, operation, control, use or development of the golf course property or its 
facilities. 
 (c) The commission shall elect from its own members a chairman and a secretary who 
shall serve for one (1) year. (Ord. of 2-24-87, secs 6, 9; Ord. of 9-29-92, sec 5) 
 
Sec. 2-327. Role of commission; council-authorized actions. 
 
(a) The commission shall maintain daily oversight of the John F. Parker Municipal Golf 
Course operations and management; develop and implement capital improvement and 
other development plans for the golf course; set policy for the golf course, including 
course operation times and definition and implementation of a code of conduct for users 
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of the golf course; set fees to be charged users of the golf course; and establish, maintain 
and report quarterly to the municipal council in reference thereto a budget sufficient to 
carry forth the duties of the commission.  
 
(b) The municipal council shall seek the commission's advice in all matters pertaining to 
the golf course property and facilities.  With the exception of those matters specifically 
reserved as duties of the commission in subsection (a) above, in which the municipal 
council shall abide by the decisions and direction of the commission, the municipal 
council need not abide by such advice, but may act as it deems to be in the best interest of 
the city. (Ord. of 2-24-87, secs 7, 8; Ord. of 9-29-92, sec 6) 
 
Sec. 2-328 Mapping Commission  
 
(a)   Establishment and Composition. 
 
There is hereby established a Mapping Commission. The Commission shall be comprised 
of fifteen (15) members who shall be appointed by the Mayor, one each from the 
following departments: Mayor's office, Assessor, Engineering, Conservation Services 
Department, Registrar of Voters,  Automation,  Department of Public Works 
Commissioner,  Water Division,  Community Development,  Board of Health, School, 
Police, Fire, City Planner, and Taunton  Municipal Lighting Plant.   Appointments shall 
be co-terminus with the Mayor. 
 
(b)   Duties. 
The duties of the Commission shall be as follows: 

(1) To examine the mapping related functions of all City and quasi-City agencies 
to determine what mapping related functions each has in common and to 
determine if redundancy in such functions can be eliminated.  The Commission 
shall determine if the  current mapping procedure is the best way to produce and 
maintain City maps, and it if is not, the Commission shall determine what the best 
procedure is and proceed with its implementation. 
(2)  To determine which agency is most appropriate to produce and maintain 
specific City maps. 
(3) To report its findings to the Municipal Council and recommend specific 
procedures for  the production and maintenance of City maps, including in its 
recommendations an estimate of appropriations to the various agencies necessary 
to implement the recommended procedure. 
(4) To periodically review and update the goals, accomplishments, and utility of 
the Commission. 
(5) To insure that appropriate standards are established for aerial photogrammetry 
of the entire City and to prioritize the adoption of such standards. 
(6)  To investigate and apply for grants and other funding sources to help defray 
the expenses of the Commission selected objectives. 

 
 
Sec 2-329. Reserved. 
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ARTICLE XIII. DEVELOPMENT IMPACT REVIEW BOARD 
 
Sec. 2-330. Established; duties. 
 
Effective upon passage of this section there shall be a development impact review board 
(hereinafter referred to as the "board") which shall serve to review projects as stipulated  
under section 15 of the zoning ordinance.  (Ord. of 7-18-89; Ord of 5-23-2000) 
 
Sec. 2-331. Composition. 
 
(a) The board shall consist of nine (9) permanent members. The members being the 
Planning and Conservation Director, (who shall serve as chairman), the DPW Director or 
designee, the City Engineer, the Conservation Agent, the Director of the Board of Health 
(or designee) and Four Abutter Representatives. 
(b) The Abutter Representatives shall be appointed by the municipal council for a term to 
be specified at the time of appointment. Abutter Representatives shall be selected with 
one member residing in East Taunton, one member residing in North Taunton, one 
member residing in West Taunton and one member residing in south/central Taunton.   
(Ord. of 7-18-89; Ord of 5-23-2000; Ord of 9-1-2009) 
 
Sec. 2-332. Role of board. 
 
(a) The board shall be the review board for all site plan reviews specified in section 15, 
Site Plan Review in the Taunton Zoning Ordinance. 
(b) In cases where the municipal council is the site plan review granting authority, the 
municipal council shall seek the board's advice but need not, however, wait for the 
board's advice or abide by such advice, but may act, as it deems to be in the best interests 
of the city.. (Ord. of 7-18-89; Ord of 5-23-2000) 
 
 

ARTICLE XIV ENVIRONMENTALLY PREFERABLE 
PROCUREMENT 

 
Sec 2-334. Purpose. 
 
The  purpose  of  Environmentally  Preferred  Procurement  is  to permit the City of 
Taunton to efficiently utilize natural resources by means of recycling, prevention of 
waste and toxicity, utilization of  recycled  and  environmentally  preferred  products  so  
as  to encourage private sector development of new technologies to develop such  
products, the creation of new business  and  employment opportunities associated with 
such technologies,  and reduction of the volume and toxicity of solid  and liquid waste so 
as to reduce the treatment and disposal cost thereof to the City (Ord of 3-24-98) 
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Sec 2-335.  Requirements. 
 
The City of Taunton and its departments , divisions , boards , agencies and commissions, 
however designated, shall incorporate in their daily operations the prevention or 
reduction of waste and toxicity and the recycling and use of recycled products.  They 
shall strive to increase and expand the market for recovered materials and products that 
minimized waste and toxicity to the environment.  They shall regularly review 
purchasing decisions and shall purchase products   which have a maximum recycled 
content and/or environmentally preferred impact, if such product is equivalent in quality, 
price and administrative requirements to a product which contains no or less recycled 
content or has a less preferable environmental impact. 
Each such entity is required to: 

1. Meet, at a minimum, the federal recycled paper standard; 
2.Test and evaluate at least two recycled and/or environmentally preferable 
products;  
3. Record and report the purchase of recycled and environmentally preferred 
products and submit plans for evaluating recycled and environmentally preferred 
products for the coming fiscal year by June 30 of each year. 

 
The Mayor, with the approval of the Municipal Council, may adopt  rules  and 
regulations   regarding material purchasing, construction standards, waste and toxicity 
reduction, and related provisions necessary to implement this ordinance. (Ord of 3-24-98) 
 

ARTICLE XV CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT BUDGET ORDINANCE 
 
Sec 2-340 Title 
 
The provisions of this section and sections 2-341 thru 2-355, inclusive, shall be known 
and may be cited as the “Capital Improvement Budget Ordinance” . (Ord of 6-5-2001)         
 
Sec 2-341 Commencement Date 
 
Beginning in the Fiscal Year ending June 30, 2002, the annual and supplemental 
municipal budgets shall include a “Capital Improvement Budget” which shall provide for 
the funding of capital improvement projects. . (Ord of 6-5-2001)         
 
Sec 2-342 Definitions 
 
For the purposes of this Article, the following shall have the following meaning; 

a. Capital Improvement Project (CIP)- A major, non-recurring expenditure, having a 
useful life of at least 5 years, used to expand or improve the City’s infrastructure 
and facilities through construction, rehabilitation, and reconstruction of any 
portion of the water, sewer, drainage, road system, or municipal buildings and 
shall have a cost exceeding $50,000.  City facilities such as schools and municipal 
offices shall be included in this definition. A CIP shall not include normal 
operating expenditures, general and/or routine maintenance and repair nor shall it 
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include equipment not directly related to the operation of the above-mentioned 
systems or designated emergencies. Projects not meeting the definition of a CIP 
as stated above may be included as a CIP by recommendation of the DPW 
Commissioner or designee and majority vote of the MCPPC. 

b. Operating Review Project. Any expenditure used to maintain, repair, expand, or 
improve the city’s infrastructure and facilities for any portion of the water, sewer, 
drainage or road system and that does not meet the requirements of a CIP as 
stated above shall be considered an Operating Review Project.  These projects 
shall be reviewed by the DPW Commissioner for funding from Departmental 
Operating Budgets or recommendation for inclusion as a CIP. 

c. Municipal Buildings; municipal buildings shall include all city owned and 
operated public buildings 

d. Municipal Sewer System; Shall include any portion of the city’s sewer system 
owned and operated by the City of Taunton for which the City is also responsible 
for upkeep and maintenance. This shall include but not be limited to pipes, 
manholes, pumps, and storage and treatment facilities of waste products. 

e. Municipal Water System; Shall include any portion of the City’s water system 
owned and operated by  the City of Taunton for which the city is also responsible 
for upkeep and maintenance.  This shall include but not be limited to municipal 
water sources, pumps, treatment facilities, pipes, manholes, storage tanks and 
reservoirs. 

f. Municipal Road System; shall include any road within the municipal limits of the 
City of Taunton and that has been accepted for ownership by the City of Taunton 
and for which the City is responsible for upkeep and maintenance of said 
roadway. 

g. Municipal Drainage System; Any system owned and operated by the City of 
Taunton whose purpose is to collect and/ or control storm and other water runoff 
including but not limited to detention and retention basins, pipes and manholes, 
riprap, drywells and other drainage structures. 

h. Required appropriation for the Capital Improvement Budget; the percentage of the 
aggregate of the Annual and Supplemental Budget dedicated to the Capital 
Improvements Budget . (Ord of 6-5-2001)         

 
Sec 2-343 Fiscal Year Appropriation of One Percent 
 
For the fiscal year ending June 30, 2002, the Mayor shall authorize and the Municipal 
Council shall appropriate a sum of not less than one percent of the combined Annual and 
Supplemental Municipal Budget, in the aggregate, for that fiscal year to be utilized solely 
and exclusively for capital improvement projects. . (Ord of 6-5-2001)         
 
Sec 2-344 Fiscal Year Appropriation of One and One Half Percent 
 
For the fiscal year ending June 30, 2003, the Mayor shall authorize and the Municipal 
Council shall appropriate a sum of not less than one  and one half percent of the 
combined Annual and Supplemental Municipal Budget, in the aggregate, for that fiscal 
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year to be utilized solely and exclusively for capital improvement projects. . (Ord of 6-5-
2001)         
 
Sec 2-345 Fiscal Year Appropriation of Two Percent 
 
For the fiscal year ending June 30, 2004, the Mayor shall authorize and the Municipal 
Council shall appropriate a sum of not less than two percent of the combined Annual and 
Supplemental Municipal Budget, in the aggregate, for that fiscal year to be utilized solely 
and exclusively for capital improvement projects. . (Ord of 6-5-2001)         
 
Sec 2-346 Expiration Date 
 
From the Fiscal Year ending June 30, 2004 through the Fiscal Year ending June 30, 2011, 
the Mayor shall authorize and the Municipal Council shall appropriate a sum not less than 
two percent of the combined Annual and Supplemental Municipal Budget, in the 
aggregate, for that fiscal year to be utilized solely and exclusively for capital 
improvement projects. . (Ord of 6-5-2001)   
      
Sec 2-347 Extension Procedures Beyond Expiration Date 
 

a. No later than 120 days prior to the beginning of the Fiscal Year ending June 30, 
2012, the Mayor shall present to the Municipal Council a recommendation on the 
continuation of the current required appropriation for the Capital Improvement 
Budget. 

b.  Within 30 days of the receipt of the Mayor’s recommendation, the Municipal 
Council shall hold a public hearing concerning the Mayor’s recommendation. 

c. Within 14 days of the public hearing referenced in this section, the Municipal 
Council shall vote to accept or reject the Mayor’s recommendation.  Any vote of 
the Municipal Council to accept or reject the Mayor’s recommendation shall 
require six votes of the Municipal Council on two successive weeks.  If the 
Municipal Council shall fail to accept or reject the Mayor’s recommendation as 
set forth in this section, the required appropriation for the Capital Improvements 
Budget  shall remain at the percentage established for that Fiscal Year. 

d. The provisions and procedures of this section shall apply for each year thereafter. 
. (Ord of 6-5-2001)         

 
Sec 2-348 Amendment of Appropriation Percentage 
 
The required appropriation to the Capital Improvements Budget as established in sections 
4 through 8, inclusive, may be amended pursuant to the procedure established in Section 
10. . (Ord of 6-5-2001)         
 
Sec 2-349 Budget Emergencies 
 
 (a)     No later than 120 days prior to the beginning of any Fiscal Year after the  
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the Municipal Council, during a meeting of the Municipal Council, a written assessment  
of the fiscal condition of the City of Taunton, 
 
(b)     The assessment of the fiscal condition of the City of Taunton shall include a  
recommendation on the requested required appropriation for the Capital Improvements  
Budget; an estimate of revenues and expenditures for the next fiscal year; a summary of  
current revenues and expenditures for the current fiscal year; an explanation as to the  
necessity of reducing the required appropriation for the Capital Improvements Budget;  
and a summary of any and all other areas of the upcoming and current budget that shall  
be reduced to remedy the "Budget Emergency." 
 
( c)    Upon receipt of the declaration pursuant to this section, the Municipal Council shall  
hold a public hearing within 15 days of the receipt of the declaration. The Mayor, City  
Auditor, Treasurer, Tax Collector, Assessor and any other department head shall be  
present at the public hearing to testify concerning the declaration 
 
(d)     In order to reduce the required appropriation for the Capital  Improvements Budget,  
the Municipal Council must so vote on two successive weeks by a majority of six votes.  
The Municipal Council shall enter into the records their specific reasons that would  
justify their vote to  reduce the required appropriation for the Capital Improvement  
Budget 
 
(e)     If the Municipal Council fails to act within the time frame provided in this section, 
the requested reduction in the required appropriation for the Capital Improvements 
Budget shall be constructively denied. 
 
(f)       Any reduction in the required appropriation for the Capital Improvements Budget 
shall be effective for only one fiscal year. For any successive fiscal year, the requirements 
established in sections 4 through10, inclusive, shall apply. . (Ord of 6-5-2001)         
 
Sec 2-350  Water Enterprise Accounting 
 
Capital improvement projects performed pursuant to the Capital Improvements Budget 
may be considered expenditures pursuant to G.L. c. 44, section 53F1/2. . (Ord of 6-5-
2001)         
 
Sec  2-351:  Capital Planning Projects Committee 
 
(a)   There shall exist a Capital Projects Planning Committee (CPPC). The Capital  
Projects Planning Committee is a long- range financing and construction/ acquisition  
planning committee for projects that require significant capital outlays. It provides the  
means for evaluating facility and infrastructure projects and the mechanism for reviewing  
projects. The CPPC program, which is updated annually, specifies and describes the  
City's capital project schedule and priorities. The CPPC Program provides a platform for  
independent, critical evaluation of each project on its own merits; a plan which balances  
public facility needs and financial ability on both a short and long term basis; and, a  
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communications tool to the public, other governmental units and the community at large  
detailing the reasons, locations and timing of improvements. 
 
(b)     For each project, the CPPC program includes a variety of information, including a  
description of the undertaking, the service need it addresses, a proposed timetable, 
proposed funding levels and sources and if applicable, estimated operating costs that are 
likely to materialize upon completion of the project. For projects already underway, the 
description also notes the portion of the projects' budget expended and the portion 
remaining. 
 
(d) The Capital Projects Planning Committee shall consist of two Sub- committees, the 

Projects Sub-committee and the Finance Sub- committee. The Projects Sub-
Committee shall consist of the following: 

 
(1)  DPW Commissioner, Chair; 
(2)  Assistant DPW Commissioner, Vice Chair; 

                     (3)     Water Division Supervisor; 
                     (4)     Sewer Division Supervisor; 
                     (5)     Street Division Supervisor; 
                     (6)     Building Commissioner; 
                     (7)     City Engineer; 
                     (8)     Senior Planner; 
                     (9)     Mayor; 
                     (10)   Mayoral Assistant; and 
                     (11)   Department of Public Works Committee Chair or designee. 
(d)    The Finance Sub-Committee shall consist of the following: 
                    (1)     Mayoral Assistant, Chair; 
                    (2)     Board of Assessors; 
                    (3)     City Auditor; 
                    (4)     City  Treasurer /Collector; and 
                    (Ord of 6-5-2001; Ord of 1-14-2003)         
 
Sec 2-352:    Approved Projects Under Capital  Improvement Ordinance 
 
(a)     No later than 120 days prior to the beginning of any fiscal year after  the enactment  
of this article, the Capital Projects Planning Committee shall submit to the Mayor for  
his/her consideration, an updated listing of Capital Improvement Projects to be performed  
pursuant to the Capital Improvements Budget.  (Ord of 6-5-2001)         
 
(b)     Only those projects that have been reviewed and recommended by the Capital  
Projects Planning Committee may be undertaken as part of the Capital Improvement  
Budget unless a project is declared an emergency by both the Capital Projects Planning  
Committee and the Taunton Municipal Council. (Ord of 6-5-2001)         
     
Sec 2-353:  Amendment of Ordinance 
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Notwithstanding any other ordinance contained within the Revised Ordinances for the  
City of Taunton, any amendment to this Article shall require six votes of the  
Municipal Council before its adoption. (Ord of 6-5-2001)         
 
Sec 2-354: Regulations 
 
The Capital Planning Projects Committee is authorized to draft regulations to implement  
the provisions of this ordinance. (Ord of 6-5-2001)         
 
Sec 2-355 Severability 
 
If any section of this ordinance is found unconstitutional or invalid by a court, said  
finding shall not affect the validity of any other section of this ordinance. (Ord of 6-5- 
2001)         
 

Article XVI Water Enterprise 
  
Sec 2-356 Title 
 
The provisions of this section and sections one through six, inclusive, shall be known and 
may be cited as the “Water Enterprise Ordinance.”  (Ord of 6-5-2001) 
 
Sec 2-357 Commencement Date 
 
Beginning in the Fiscal Year ending June 30, 2002 the City of Taunton shall operate an 
Enterprise Fund pursuant to G.L. c. 44, Section 53F ½ for the Water department for the 
City of Taunton. (Ord of 6-5-2001) 
 
Sec 2-358 Budget Emergencies; Suspension; Repeal 
 

(a) No later than 120 days prior to the beginning of any Fiscal Year after the 
enactment of this Article, after the Fiscal Year ending June 30, 2005, the Mayor may 
declare a “Budget Emergency” by submitting to the Municipal Council, during a 
meeting of the Municipal Council, a written assessment of the fiscal condition of the 
City of Taunton.   

 
(b) The written assessment of the Fiscal Condition of the City of Taunton shall 
include his/her recommendation on the suspension or repeal of the Enterprise Fund 
pursuant to this Article and G.L. c. 44, Section 53F ½; an estimate of revenues and 
expenditures for the next fiscal year; a summary of current revenues and expenditures 
for the current fiscal year; an explanation as to the necessity of reducing the required 
appropriation for the Capital Improvements Budget; and a summary of any and all 
other areas of the upcoming and current budget that shall be reduced to remedy the 
“Budget Emergency.” 
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(c ) Upon receipt of the declaration pursuant to this section, the Municipal Council 
shall hold a public hearing within 15 days of the receipt of the declaration.  The 
Mayor, City Auditor, Treasurer, Tax Collector, Assessor and any other relevant 
department head shall be present at the Public Hearing to testify concerning the 
declaration.   
 
(d) Notwithstanding the provisions of G.L. c. 44, Section 53F ½, the Taunton 
Municipal Council may vote to suspend or repeal the Water Enterprise Account only 
after achieving a favorable vote with six (6) members voting in the affirmative on two 
successive weeks. The Municipal Council shall enter into the records their specific 
reasons that would justify their vote to suspend or repeal the Water Enterprise 
Account.  If the Municipal Council fails to act within the time provided in this 
section, the requested suspension or repeal shall be constructively denied. (Ord of 6-
5-2001) 

 
Sec 2-359 Approved Projects 
 
Capital projects performed pursuant to the Capital Improvements Budget, Article XV of 
this Chapter, may be considered expenditures pursuant to G.L. c. 44, section 53F ½ or 
this Article. (Ord of 6-5-2001) 
 
Sec 2-360 Amendment 
 
Notwithstanding any other ordinance contained within the Revised Ordinances for the 
City of Taunton, any amendment to this Article shall require six votes of the Municipal 
Council before its adoption. (Ord of 6-5-2001) 
 
Sec 2-361 Severability 
 
If any section of this ordinance is found unconstitutional or invalid by a court, said 
finding shall not affect the validity of any other section of this ordinance. (Ord of 6-5-
2001) 
 

Article XVII ADA/AAB Compliance 
 
Sec 2-362 ADA/AAB Compliance on Public Works Projects 
 
In a concerted effort to ensure that all municipal public works projects are completed in 
compliance with the Federal Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) and the State 
Architectural Access Board Regulations (AAB), the following shall be subject to the 
requirements of this ordinance. 
 
Any reconstruction, resurfacing and/or new construction, of a public and/or private way 
opened to public travel, or road; 
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Any resurfacing, reconstruction, repair and/or new construction of any portion of a 
sidewalk located on a public way or private way opened to public travel; 
 
Any construction, addition, or renovation to a municipally owned and/or operated public 
building.  This specifically includes but is not limited to anything dealing with bathrooms 
and locker rooms, fire alarms, doors and doorways, accessible routes, and stairs; 
 
Any rehabilitation, reconstruction, and/or new construction of a publicly owned and/or 
operated park and/or playground; 
 
Lining, relining, and/or erection/ replacement of signs related to crosswalks and 
municipally owned and/or operated parking.  
 
All of the activities specified above shall be subject to the following process; 

 
During the design and prior to the commencement of any project, whether performed by 
private contractors or municipal employees, the municipal official overseeing the work 
shall notify the ADA Coordinator of the upcoming project and shall provide a description 
of the work to be completed and any available plans for review by the ADA Coordinator 
for ADA/AAB compliance.   

 
Based on the submitted information, the ADA Coordinator shall issue a letter of review 
to the overseeing municipal official of the work to be completed.   In the event that any of 
the work to be completed does not appear meet or conform to ADA/ AAB requirements, 
the review letter shall be issued with a list of identified deficiencies present in the 
proposed plan of work, and the design shall be altered to resolve the deficiencies, and 
constructed to conform to ADA/ AAB requirements. 
 
In the event that a project or portion of a project does not conform to ADA/AAB 
requirements during construction, payment(s) to the responsible party or parties 
(Engineer/ Architect, Contractor etc) for such non-conforming work shall be withheld in 
an amount sufficient to correct all deficiencies until the responsible party or parties have 
corrected the violations in a manner so as to conform to ADA/ AAB requirements.  In 
addition, all retainage shall be withheld by the municipal official responsible for 
overseeing the work until all needed  corrections have been satisfactorily resolved to 
conform to ADA/AAB requirements   

 
The provisions of this section shall be included in the specifications of any public works 
or buildings contract executed by and between the City of Taunton or any department or 
agency thereof and private contractors.  
 
All projects completed by municipal personnel shall be inspected by the ADA 
Coordinator and where appropriate Building Commissioner prior to being deemed 
complete.  Responsibility for notifying the ADA Coordinator that a project is ready for 
inspection shall reside with the municipal employee in charge of completing the project. 
 



 City of Taunton Revised Ordinances 

2010 Printing 1/5/2010  Chapter 2  Page 100 
 

It is encumbant upon the municipal official coordinating and overseeing a project to 
ensure that the designs, designers, contracts, contractors, engineers, and architects design 
and build all city projects in accordance with state and federal accessibility guidelines  
 
All projects submitted to the ADA Coordinator shall include the following information; 

 
1. A detailed scope of work identifying the location of work and all work that will 

be performed as part of the project. An estimate of the completion cost and in the 
case of a building project, the existing value of the site.  

 
2. Any available plans of the subject area shall be submitted with the scope of work. 

(Ord of 12-11-2001). 
 
(Editor’s note;  This section was originally adopted as section 2-340 but that section was already in use  
when this section was adopted.) 
 
Section 2-363 ADA/AAB Compliance for sidewalk obstructions 
 
No pole, sign, mailbox, permanent trash receptacle, or any other object shall be placed, 
located, relocated and/ or replaced in or on a municipal sidewalk in such a manner that 
less than 36 inches clear space for the path of travel is provided around the obstruction on 
the sidewalk.  This shall not include residential trash and trash receptacles placed on a 
sidewalk for municipal trash pickup 
 
The fine for non-compliance shall be $1,000.00 per day per violation and each object 
shall constitute a separate violation.  Fines shall not be imposed and shall be considered 
waived if the identified ADA/AAB non-compliance is brought into full compliance 
within 60 days of notification and provided that fines have not been levied by the State 
Architectural Access Board and/or the Federal or State Courts. In addition, fines may be 
waived or reduced by a majority vote of the Municipal Council (Ord of 12-11-2001). 
 
(Editor’s note;  This section was originally adopted as section 2-340 but that section was already in use  
when this section was adopted.) 
 

ARTICLE XVIII Parking Commission 
 
2-364 Establishment, Membership 
 
 There is herby established, pursuant to the provisions of Massachusetts General Law, a 
parking Commission, known as the City of Taunton Parking Commission, (hereinafter 
“the Commission”) which shall be composed of the seven members.  Three members 
shall be appointed by the Mayor from among the members of the Taunton 
Redevelopment Authority.  Two members shall be appointed by their respective 
organizations and one from the Heart of Taunton; one from the Taunton Area Chamber of 
Commerce.  The Municipal Council shall appoint one of its members to represent it on 
the Parking Commission.  The seventh member of the Commission shall be the Police 
Chief or his/her designee.  The Commission shall not be considered a part of the 
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Redevelopment Authority and any actions taken pursuant to this ordinance shall be taken 
by the members in their capacity as members of the Parking Commission and not the 
Redevelopment Authority.   A member shall not receive any compensation for his 
services rendered to the Commission, but shall be reimbursed for all reasonable expenses 
incurred by him or her in carrying out his or her duties. . (Ord of 2-19-2008) 
 
2-365 Staffing 
 
Upon recommendation of the Commission, the Taunton Municipal Council may create 
subordinate staff positions for the Parking Commission including parking control 
officers.  Upon creation of subordinate positions, the Commission shall make 
appointments to such subordinate positions. . (Ord of 2-19-2008) 
 
2-366 Meetings 
 
The Commission shall carry out the functions prescribed for it in Section 4.  Meetings of 
the Parking Commission shall be called by the chair either on its own motion or on 
request of the Municipal Council or Mayor.  Notice of meetings shall be sent to the board 
members, the Mayor, President of the Municipal Council, the Chief of Police, the chief of 
the fire department and the commissioner of public works.  All of said persons may 
attending board meetings and may present their views, but only board members may 
vote. . (Ord of 2-19-2008) 
 
2-367 Duties 
 
The Commission is hereby authorized and empowered to: 
 

a. To adopt by-laws for the regulations of its affairs and the conduct of its 
business; 
b.To clear, grade, surface, and resurface land acquired or used for the purposes of 
off-street parking and to construct, re-construct, operate and maintain thereon 
such facilities for public off-street parking as are determined necessary, and to 
annually recommend such rates to the municipal council to be charged for use of 
the facilities by the public as the Commission deems appropriate; 
c.To contract for service for a maximum period not exceeding five years, pursuant 
to MGL c. 30B;  
d. To operate and maintain all city owned off-street parking facilities, on-street 
parking facilities and meters off-street, or any portion thereof operated and 
maintained within the boundaries of the City of Taunton; 
e. To issue rules and regulations for all parking areas subject to its control.  Rules 
and regulations that are proposed shall be first reviewed and approved by the 
Municipal Council prior to implementation. . (Ord of 2-19-2008) 
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2-368 Receipts 
 
Notwithstanding the provisions of any municipal ordinances, the Parking Commission 
shall be the entity authorized to collect money deposited in any meters or collected at any 
municipal parking facility.  Such money shall be deposited forthwith with the city 
treasurer and collector into the appropriate municipal account as created by municipal 
ordinance at Section 13-22, 13-130 and 13-147.    Expenditure of the receipts shall be as 
authorized by the Commission in conformance with Chapter 40, Section 22 A-C. . (Ord 
of 2-19-2008) 
 
2-369 Budget 
 
On or before March 1 of each year, the Commission shall submit its proposed budget for 
the next fiscal year to the Mayor for inclusion within the municipal budget.  The budget 
submitted shall project revenue based upon the pro rata actual revenue through the date of 
submission unless exigent circumstances dictate otherwise.  The budget shall project 
expenses in two separate categories:  operating and capital.  The capital budget shall be 
funded by all or a portion of the unexpended funds from the prior fiscal year and amounts 
not expended may be carried from year to year.  The remaining unexpended surplus shall 
be appropriated for any use permissible under Sections 22A-22C of Chapter 40. . (Ord of 
2-19-2008) 
 
2-370 Officer 
 
The City of Taunton meter officer assigned to the Police Department will continue until 
such time as an Agreement is readied with the Taunton Police Patrolman’s’ Association 
to perform his present duties. (Ord of 2-19-2008) 
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Chapter 3 
 

ANIMALS AND FOWL 
 
Art.  I.  In General, secs 3-1--3-16 
Art. XI. Dogs, secs 3-17--3-21 
 

ARTICLE I. IN GENERAL 
 
Secs. 3-1--3-16. Reserved. 
 

ARTICLE II. DOGS 
 
Sec. 3-17. Licensing of dogs. 
 
(a) Any person who at the commencement of a license period is, or who during any 
license period becomes the owner or keeper of a dog six (6) months old or over which is 
not duly licensed, and the owner or keeper of a dog when it becomes six (6) months old 
during a license period, shall cause it to be registered, numbered, described and licensed 
until the end of such license period, and the owner or keeper of a dog so registered, 
numbered, described and licensed during any license period, in order to own or keep such 
dog after the beginning of the succeeding license period, shall, before the beginning 
thereof, cause it to be registered, numbered, described and licensed for such period. The 
registering, numbering, describing and licensing of a dog shall be in the office of the 
clerk of the City of Taunton. 
 
(b) A dog which is the subject of a license shall be controlled and restrained from killing, 
chasing or harassing livestock or fowls.  
 
(c) The "license period" is the time between April first and the following March thirty-
first, both dates inclusive. 
 
(d) The owner of any dog may add descriptive words, not over ten (10) in number upon 
the license form to indicate the color, breed, weight and special markings of the licensed 
dog. 
 
(e) The owner or keeper of a licensed dog shall cause it to wear around its neck or body, a 
collar or harness of leather or other suitable material, to which shall be securely attached 
a tag and upon which shall appear the license number, the name of the City of Taunton 
which issued such license and the year of issue.  
 
(f) If any such tag shall be lost, the owner or keeper shall forthwith secure a substitute tag 
from the city clerk at a cost of two dollars ($2.00). 
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(g) The fee for every license shall, except as otherwise provided, be ten dollars ($10.00) 
for a neutered male or spayed female dog and twelve dollars ($12.00) for a non-spayed 
female or non-neutered male dog. A certificate of a registered veterinarian who 
performed the operation that said female dog has been spayed or male dog has been 
neutered and has thereby been deprived of the power of propagation must be been shown 
to the clerk.  If the city clerk is satisfied that the certificate of the veterinarian who spayed 
or neutered the dog cannot be obtained, he/she may accept, in lieu thereof, a statement 
signed under the penalties of perjury by a veterinarian registered and practicing in the 
commonwealth, describing the dog and stating that he/she has examined such dog and 
that it appears to have been, and in his/her opinion has been spayed and thereby deprived 
of the power of propagation.  
 
(h) No fee shall be charged for a license for a dog specially trained to lead or serve a 
blind person; provided that the Massachusetts Commission for the Blind certifies that 
such dog is so trained and actually in the service of a blind person. For all individuals 
over the age of 55 that present a photo identification as proof of age shall be given a 
$2.00 discount on the cost of licensing each dog under their ownership 
 
(i) No license fee or part thereof shall be refunded because of the subsequent death, loss, 
spaying or removal from the commonwealth or other disposal of the dog, nor shall any 
license fee or part thereof paid by mistake be paid or recovered back. 
(Ord .of 12-22-81; Ord of 5-23-2000; Ord of 12-18-2001; Ord of 7-14-2009) 
 
'Cross reference--Health and sanitation, Ch. 9. 
 
Sec. 3-18. Leashing of dogs. 
 
(a) No person owning or keeping a dog shall permit it to be at large in the City of 
Taunton other than on his/her own premises; if it be on the premises of another person, it 
shall be with the knowledge, consent and written permission of such other person. 
 

(a.l) No owner or keeper of a dog shall cause such dog to run at large on the 
premises of the owner or keeper unless such dog is in the custody of the owner or 
keeper or another responsible person and is restrained and controlled by means of 
a leash consisting of a chain, rope, or cord not exceeding six (6) feet in length of 
sufficient strength to constrict the action of said dog; or the dog is next to and 
beside a competent person and obedient to the person's command; or the dog is 
tethered with a leash as hereinbefore defined of not less than six (6) feet in length 
and sufficiently short to restrain such dog from access to a street, public sidewalk, 
or other area to which the public has a right of access; or the dog is confined 
within an enclosed yard or a pen constructed of chainlink or stockade fencing of 
sufficient height, strength and design as to contain such dog in confinement and to 
prevent children or animals from gaining access to the confinement area. 

 
(b) The owner or keeper of a dog which is not on the premises of the owner or keeper and 
is upon the premises of another person with the knowledge, consent and written 
permission of such person shall keep the dog restrained and controlled by means of a 
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leash consisting of a chain, rope or cord not exceeding six (6) feet in length of sufficient 
strength to control the action of said dog or shall keep the dog under restraint and control 
without a leash so long as the dog is next to and beside a competent person and obedient 
to the person's command. 
 
(c) The owner or keeper of a dog on any public or quasi-public premises, land or property 
shall keep said dog under immediate and positive control and restraint by a person of 
adequate age and discretion to properly control and restrain the dog's action(s) by means 
of a leash consisting of chain, rope or cord not exceeding six (6) feet in length of 
sufficient strength to control the action(s) of the dog. 
 
(d) Any working dog, such as police dogs, farm dogs, hunting dogs, watch dogs or dogs 
specially trained to lead or serve a blind person shall be allowed to perform their 
necessary duties provided they have been trained by their masters to follow commands of 
an oral or physical nature and are under proper restraint and control as reasonably 
required under the circumstances. 
 
 (e) In any prosecution hereunder, the presence of such dog at large upon the premises, 
other than the premises of the owner or keeper, shall be prima facie evidence that such 
knowledge, consent and written permission was not had. 
 
(g) Any dog found to be at large in violation of this section shall be caught and confined 
by the dog officer who shall post for ten (10) days a written notice at one or more 
conspicuous and established places in the City of Taunton describing said dog, the time 
and place it was taken and the licensed owner, if known. The owner or keeper of a dog 
shall, within the ten (10) days of notice, recover said dog and pay any and all fines, costs 
and penalties due under the circumstances. 
 
(h) The dog officer may, at the end of the ten (10) days of notice, sell any male or any 
spayed female dog, not found to be diseased, for a sum not less than ten dollars ($10.00) 
pursuant to M.G.L.A. chapter 140, section 151A. 
 
(i) The dog officer, upon receiving any dog, shall make a complete registry, entering the 
breed, color and sex of such dog and whether licensed; if licensed, he/she shall enter the 
name and address of the owner and number of the dog tag. The dog officer shall enter the 
name and address of the person receiving said dog if other than the registered licensed 
owner. 
 
(j) Return of the dog to the licensed owner or keeper shall be dependent on admission of 
ownership or the keeping of the dog and the assumption or responsibility by the licensed 
owner or keeper. The dog officer shall enter and prosecute a complaint against the owner 
or keeper of any dog taken into his/her custody under this section, provided, however, if 
within the twelve (12) months next preceding this offense the owner or keeper has not 
been convicted for violation of this section or a dog owned or kept by him/her has not 
been taken into custody for violation of this section, the dog officer may waive 
prosecution; however, a fee of seven dollars ($7.00) for each day such dog has been held 
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by the dog officer shall be forfeited to the dog officer of the City of Taunton as provided 
herein. (Ord. of 12-22-81; Ord. of 6-21-88; Ord of 5-23-2000) 
 
Sec. 3-19. Defecation or urination of dogs. 
 
(a) No person owning or keeping a dog shall permit it to defecate or urinate within the 
boundaries of any municipally owned playground, park or open space to which the public 
has access, unless expressly permitted in specially designated areas. 
(b) No person owning or keeping a dog shall permit it to defecate or urinate within the 
bounds of any public sidewalk. 
(Ord.of12-22-81; Ord of 5-23-2000) 
 
Sec. 3-20. Fines and penalties. 
 
(a) For the purposes of enforcing the provisions of sections 3-17 through 3-19, notice of 
violation (appearance tickets) may be issued by any police officer, by any animal control 
officer, by persons appointed as parking control officers, by a dog officer, and city clerk. 
 
(b) Any owner or keeper of a dog who has been observed by a police officer to have 
violated any subsection of sections 3-17 through 3-21 and who refuses to give proper 
personal identification of his or her person to said police officer upon request, shall be 
subject to arrest. 
 
(c) All fines and penalties provided in the preceding sections relating to dogs may be 
recovered before the First Bristol District Court, 15 Court Street, Taunton, 
Massachusetts. 
 
(d) Whenever a complaint is sought in the district court for a violation of the preceding 
sections 3-17 through 3-19, the clerk shall send a written notice to the person complained 
against stating that such a complaint has been sought and will issue unless such person 
appears before such clerk and confesses the offense either personally or through an agent 
duly authorized in writing or by mailing to such clerk with the notice the fine provided 
herein. If it is the first offense subject to this section committed by such person within a 
calendar year, the payment to the clerk shall be a fine in the amount listed below for the 
specified offense and shall operate as a final disposition of the case; if it is the second 
offense so committed in a calendar year, the payment to the clerk shall be a fine that is 
twice the amount listed below for the specified offense and shall operate as a final 
disposition of the case; if it is the third or subsequent offense so committed in the 
calendar year, the payment to the clerk shall be a fine that is three times the amount listed 
below for the specified offense and shall operate as a final disposition of the case. Such 
payment shall be made only by postal note, money order or check. 

Breakdown of Fines 
Twenty five dollars ($25.00) for a violation of license ordinance. 
Twenty five dollars ($25.00) for violation of leashing ordinance. 
Twenty five dollars ($25.00) for violation of killing, harassing, livestock, fowl 
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Twenty dollars ($20.00) for violation of dogs at large on premises other than 
owner 
Twenty dollars ($20.00) for violation of dogs on public property not under 
restraint or control 
Twenty dollars ($20.00) for violation of defecation and urination ordinance 
Fifty dollars ($50.00) for violation of neglect or restraining order 
Fifty dollars ($50.00) for violation of order to muzzle restrain or confine a 
dog.(Ord. of 2-22-81; Ord of 5-23-2000; Ord of 6-26-2001) 

 
Sec. 3-21. Confinement, restraint and muzzling of dogs. 
 
(a) The dog officer may recommend a dog to be muzzled, restrained on or confined 
within the premises of the owner or keeper of a dog, or otherwise pursuant to 
Massachusetts General Laws 
Chapter 140, Sections 167 and 168, for any of, but not limited to, the following reasons: 

1. Running at large, either alone or in a pack, in a school yard or a public 
recreational area.  
2. Running at large, when it is a matter of record that the owner or keeper has 
allowed such dog to commit four (4) or more violations of any section of this by-
law within a twelve-month period. 
3. Having bitten a person. 
4. Killing or maiming or otherwise damaging any other domestic animals. 

 
(b) The dog officer shall be empowered to humanely destroy any dog, when found at 
large and/or unmuzzled in a public way, which has been previously ordered muzzled or 
restrained under the provisions of Massachusetts General Laws Chapter 140, Sections 
167 and 168, as amended. 
 
(c) If the owner or keeper of a dog refuses or neglects for twelve (12) hours after a 
certified copy of such order is made upon him or her to muzzle or restrain such dog as so 
required, he or she shall be punished by a fine of not more than twenty-five dollars 
($25.00) payable to the clerk of the City of Taunton. (Ord. of 12-22-81) 
 
Sec. 3-22. Regulating vicious dogs. 
 
(a) Running at large prohibited. No dog of fierce, dangerous or vicious propensities and 
no female dog in heat, whether licensed or not, except when on duty under the direct 
control and supervision of a police officer or other law enforcement officer or properly 
trained and certified security dog handler, shall be allowed to run at large whether on or 
off the premises of the owner or keeper, but shall be kept at all times in an enclosure of 
adequate size with proper ventilation, which enclosure shall be kept clean at all times. No 
such enclosure shall be located in an area zoned suburban or urban residential and 
otherwise within one thousand (1,000) feet of an urban dwelling unless approval in 
writing is obtained from the occupants and owners. 
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(b) Impoundment; authority of police to slay such dogs. If any such dog is found running 
at large, on or off the premises of the owner in violation of this provision, it shall be taken 
up and impounded and shall not be released except upon approval of the dog officer or, in 
the dog officer’s absence, or the dog officer’s designee, after payment of the fees 
provided hereinafter. Further provided, that, however, if any dangerous, fierce or vicious 
dogs so found at large cannot be safely taken up and impounded, such dog may be slain 
by any policeman. 
 
(c) When presumed to be animal of vicious propensities. Every dog which has in the past 
been trained or exposed to training for security, attack, military, or paramilitary duties, or 
which has attacked or bitten any person without provocation, shall be presumed to be a 
fierce, dangerous animal of vicious propensities, and no one shall keep such a dog except 
as aforesaid. 
 
(d) Notification of impoundment, reclamation and disposal As soon as reasonably 
possible after the impounding of a dog under this section, the owner or keeper thereof 
shall be notified, or if the owner or keeper of the dog is unknown, written notice shall be 
posted for five (5) days in three (3) or more conspicuous places in the City of Taunton, 
describing the dog and the place and time of taking. The owner of any dog so impounded 
may reclaim such dog upon the payment of the license fee, if unpaid, all costs and 
charges incurred by the City of Taunton; or impounding and maintenance of the dog, and 
upon the showing that the owner has the adequate facilities described above and the 
willingness to keep said dog as aforesaid. Any dog not so claimed by the owner or keeper 
shall be disposed of in the same manner as that in which other stray dogs are disposed. 
 
(e) Penalty for violation The owner, or keeper, or the person responsible for said dog or 
dogs as described in this section, may be fined not less than one hundred dollars 
($105.00) and not more than five hundred dollars ($500.00) for each separate violation of 
this section. (Ord. of 5-1-84; Ord of 5-23-2000) 
 
Editor's note--Being not specifically amendatory of the Code, the provisions of an ordinance passed May 1, 
1984, have been codified, at the editor's discretion, as sec 3-22 
 
Sec 3-23. Nighttime Repetitive Barking 
 
(a) It shall be unlawful for a dog owner to allow a dog within the City of Taunton to bark 
in the open, outside of any building, repetitively for more than thirty (30) minutes during 
the quiet hours between 9:00 P.M. and 7:00 A.M. 
 
(b) This section shall be enforced by any police officer or the Animal Control Officer in 
accordance with Section 3-20.   If it is the first offense subject to this section committed 
by such dog owner within a calendar year, there shall be a written warning issued by the 
enforcement officer.  If it is a second or subsequent offense subject to this section 
committed by such person within a calendar year, the payment of a fine of fifty ($50.00) 
Dollars shall operate as a final disposition of the case. (Ord of 4-2-96) 
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Sec 3-24.  Kennels. 
 
(a) Definition.   For purposes of this section, the word "kennel " shall be one pack or 
collection of dogs on a single lot, whether maintained for  breeding, boarding, sale, 
training, hunting, or other purposes and including any shop where dogs are on sale, and 
also including every pack or collection of dogs three months old or over owned or kept 
on a single lot irrespective of the purpose for which they are maintained. 
 
(b) A public hearing before the Municipal Council shall be required prior to the issuance 
of a new class I, class II or Class III kennel license subject to M.G.L. Chapter 140, 
sec137A. Annual renewals are also subject to a public hearing but may have the public 
hearing waived by majority vote of the Municipal Council.  The owner of the property 
must be the petitioner for the kennel license. 
 
 (C) Kennel licenses shall be classified as grade one for keeping four to six dogs; grade 
two for keeping seven to twelve dogs; and grade three for keeping more than twelve dogs 
 
(d)   The  Municipal  Council  may  authorize  the  issuance  of  a grade one license after 
public hearing and upon the applicants' written certification of the following: 
 

(1)  That the  premises  upon  which  the  dogs  are  to  be kept contain one half 
(1/2) or more acres; 
 
(2)  That  each  dog  to  be  kept  on  the  premises  has received all required shots 
and/or vaccinations; 
 
(3) That each dog subject to the license is disease free, adequately nourished and 
otherwise  in good health; 
 
(4) That the keeper of the dogs subject to the license will obey the leash law; 
  
(5) That the keeper of the dogs under the license will obey the laws relating to 
excessively barking dogs; 

 
(6) That the dogs will be housed, sheltered, or kept a minimum of one hundred 
(100') feet from the nearest residential dwelling. 
 
(7) That the premises upon which the dogs are to be kept shall be open to 
inspection by the Chief of Police or the Animal Control Officer at any time in 
accordance with M.G.L. Chapter 140, sec137C. 
 
(8) That the premises upon which the dogs are to be kept are subject to a Special 
Permit issued by the Municipal Council pursuant to section 5.2 of the Zoning 
Ordinance only if used for a commercial purpose.  
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(e) The Municipal Council may authorize the issuance of a grade two license after public 
hearing and upon the applicants' written certification of the following: 
 

(1) That  the  premises  upon  which  the  dogs  are  to  be kept contain one or 
more acres; 
 
(2) That  each  dog  to  be  kept  on  the  premises  has received all required shots 
and/or vaccinations; 
 
(3) That each dog subject to the license is disease free, adequately nourished and 
otherwise in good health; 
 
(4) That the keeper of the dogs subject to the license will obey the leash law; 
 
(5) That the keeper of the dogs under the license will obey the laws relating to 
excessively barking dogs; 
 
(6) That the dogs will be housed, sheltered, or kept a minimum of one hundred 
and fifty (150') feet from the nearest residential dwelling.  

 
(7) That the premises upon which the dogs are to be kept shall be open to 
inspection by the Chief of Police or the Animal Control Officer at any time in 
accordance with M.G.L. Chapter 140, sec137C. 
 
(8) That the premises upon which the dogs are to be kept are subject to a Special 
Permit issued by the Municipal Council pursuant to section 5.2 of the Zoning 
Ordinance; 
 
(9) That no more than three of the dogs shall be kept in the residential dwelling of 
the applicant; 
 
(10) That each dog shall have a shelter or dog house. 
 
(11) That he or she will certify that all dogs shall be kept in shelter from 9:00 
P.M. to 7:00 A.M. 

 
(f)The Municipal Council may authorize the issuance of a grade three license after public 
hearing and upon the applicants' written certification of the following: 
 

(1) That the premises upon which the dogs are to be kept contain three or more 
acres; 
 
(2) That each dog to be kept on the premises has received all required shots and/or 
vaccinations; 
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(3) That each dog subject to the license is disease free, adequately nourished and 
otherwise in good health; 
 
(4) That the keeper of the dogs subject to the license will obey the leash law; 
 
(5) That the keeper of the dogs under the license will obey the laws relating to 
excessively barking dogs; 
 
(6) That the dogs will be housed, sheltered, or kept a minimum of two hundred 
and fifty (250') feet from the nearest residential dwelling; 
 
(7) That the premises upon which the dogs are to be kept shall be open to 
inspection by the Chief of Police or the Animal Control Officer at any time in 
accordance with M.G.L. Chapter 140, sec137C; 
 
(8) That  the  premises  upon which  the  dogs  are  to be kept are subject to a 
Special Permit issued by the Municipal Council pursuant to section 5.2 of the 
zoning ordinance 
 
 (9) That no more than three of the dogs shall be kept in the residential dwelling 
of the applicant; 
 
(10) That each dog shall have a shelter or dog house. 
 
(11) That he or she will notify the animal control officer in writing of any change 
in the number of dogs kept on the premises; 
 
(12) That he or she will certify that all dogs shall be kept in shelter from 9:00 
P.M. to 7:00 A.M. 

 
(13) That a kennel structure constructed in accordance with applicable building 
codes shall be erected or presently exists on the premises sufficient to house the 
number of dogs to be kept under the license.  The structure shall 
 (a) have running water; 
 (b) have shelter for each dog; 
 (c) be located a minimum of 250' from any residential dwelling 
 (d) have a washable, disease- and  water resistant floor 

 
(g) The Animal Control Officer may suspend any kennel license issued hereunder if the 
licensee fails to comply with any item required under the kennel ordinance.  The 
Municipal Council may suspend, revoke, or reinstate any kennel license, at a hearing for 
due process, if the licensee fails to comply with any item required under the kennel 
ordinance. 
 
(h) Keeping of more dogs  than are permitted under any grade kennel license shall be 
grounds for revocation of the license. 
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(i)  The Municipal Council may combine the Special Permit required in section 5.2 of the 
zoning ordinance, the site plan review required under section 15 of the zoning ordinance 
and the license hearing. 
 
(j)  The application fee shall be fifty dollars ($50.00) for a new grade I, one hundred 
dollars ($100.00) for a new grade II , and one hundred and fifty dollars ($150.00) for a 
new grade III Kennel License.  The  annual renewal fee shall be one half the application 
fee for a new kennel license.  The fee for the required zoning special permit and site plan 
review is included in the application fee. The petitioner shall be responsible for the 
newspaper advertising costs in addition to the filing file in the event of a public hearing. 
 
(k) In addition to the foregoing provisions regarding revocation and/or suspension of a 
kennel license, this section 3-24 may be enforced by the Animal Control Officer pursuant 
to the provisions of section 3-20. Maintenance of any grade kennel upon unlicensed 
premises or premises for which a kennel license has been issued but subsequently 
revoked shall constitute a violation, the fine for which shall be $50.00 for the first offense 
and $150.00 for each subsequent offense each day the violation continues shall constitute 
a separate offense. 
 
(l)  The requirements stipulated in (d), (e), and (f) may be waived or reduced by a 2/3 
vote of the Municipal Council and a finding that the waiver or reduction will not be 
detrimental to the public health, safety, and welfare. (Ord of 4-2-96; Ord of 5-23-2000; 
Ord of 6-26-2001) 
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Chapter 4 
 

BUILDINGS* 
Art.    I.  In General secs 4-1--4-18 
Art.   II.  Assistant Building Inspector, secs 4-19--4-37 
Art.  III.  Building Code, sec 4-38--4-57 
Art.   IV.  Demolition, secs 4-58--4-75 
Art.   V. Inspectors of Plumbing, secs 4-76--4-78 

 
ARTICLE I. IN GENERAL 

 
Sec. 4-1. House numbering. 
 
The city engineer, under the authority of the municipal council, shall cause numbers of regular 
series to be affixed to or inscribed on all dwelling houses and other buildings erected or fronting on 
any public or private way in the city, and shall have the power to determine the form, size and 
material of such numbers; and no person shall neglect or refuse to affix to any building owned by 
them, the street number so designated for such building, nor shall any person affix to or suffer to 
remain on any building owned by them, a street number other than the one designated for such 
building by the city engineer. (Rev. Ords. 1964, sec 3-1) 
 
Cross reference--Streets and sidewalks, Ch. 20. 
 
State law reference-Authority to require numbering of buildings, M.G.L.A., c. 40, sec 21(10). 
 
Sec. 4-2. Moving buildings through streets. 
 
No person shall move a building in a public street without written permission from the municipal 
council, to be granted upon such terms as in their opinion the public safety may require, (Rev, 
Ords, 1964, sec3-2) 
 
Cross references-Motor vehicles and traffic, Ch. 13; streets and sidewalks, Ch. 20. 
 
Cross reference-Superintendent of public buildings, Ch. 2, Art. III, Div. 6; historic districts and commissions, Ch. 10;  
planning, Ch. 16. 
 
State law reference-Inspection and regulation of  buildings, elevators and cinematographs, M.G.L.A., c. 143; 
appointment of local building inspectors, M.G.L.A., c. 143, Sec 3; enforcement of state building code in each city and 
town, M.G.L.A., c. 143, sec 3A. 
 
Sec. 4-3. Electrical inspections--Fee schedule, 
See section 4-41.1 
(Ord. of 8-11-81; Ord of 8-4-2009) 
 
Editor's note--Qrd. of Aug. 11,1981, was not specifically amendatory of the Code; hence, inclusion as sec 4-3 has been 
at the discretion of the editor. 
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Sec. 4-4. Hazardous waste facilities 
 
(a) No hazardous waste facility shall be constructed, maintained, conducted or otherwise allowed 
within the City of Taunton. 
 
 (b) No facility for the treatment, disposal, storage, processing, alteration, production or generation 
of low-level nuclear radiation material, including low-level nuclear radiation waste, shall be 
constructed, maintained, built, conducted or otherwise allowed within the city. 
 
(c) Hazardous waste facilities as used in this section, are facilities to treat, store, process, alter or 
dispose of wastes that may cause or significantly contribute to an increase in mortality or serious 
illness in humans or animals or pose a substantial present or potential hazard to human or animal 
health or the environment where stored. 
 
(d) Nothing in this section shall be deemed to prohibit the on-site processing of waste resulting 
from otherwise lawful and permitted on-site manufacturing or other lawful activity. (Ord. of 3-4-
86) 
 
Editor's note -An ordinance passed  March 4, 1986, enacted the provisions 
codified, as sec 1-4 above Since said ordinance did not expressly amend this Code, 
the manner of codification has been at the editor's discretion. 
 
Cross references--Health and sanitation, Ch 9 sewers and drains Ch. 19 
 
Sec. 4-5, Construction, excavation, drainage and similar activities; applications for; 
conditions of approval. 
 
(a) No one shall engage in any construction, excavation, drainage or other activity or permit the 
same to take place unless such activity has been approved in writing by the commissioner of the 
department of public works after a written application detailing same and providing full 
information, including plans, maps and specifications, has been submitted. 
 
(b) The commissioner of the department of public works may as a condition of approval require the 
applicant to post security or a bond with sureties acceptable to the commissioner in an amount and 
for a period of time determined by the commissioner to be sufficient to indemnify the city and 
anyone else who might suffer personal injury or property damage as a result of the permitted 
activity. (Ord. of 9-22-87) 
 
Editor's note--Being not specifically amendatory of the Code, the provisions of an ordinance enacted Sept. 22, 1987, 
have been codified herein as a new sec 4-5 at the editor's discretion. 
 
Cross references--Street excavations, sec 17-30,et seq.; excavations and obstructions in streets and sidewalks, sec 20-67 
et seq. 
 
Secs. 4-6--4-18. Reserved. 
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ARTICLE II. BUILDING COMMISSIONER/ BUILDING INSPECTOR/ ASSISTANT 
BUILDING INSPECTOR* 

 
Sec. 4-19. Election; term; removal. 
 
The Mayor shall appoint an Inspector of Buildings (Building Commissioner) and such assistant 
inspectors as are reasonably necessary to assist the Building Commissioner to administer and 
enforce the Stet Building Code as well as Section 13 A of Chapter 22 and the Rules and 
Regulations made under the authority thereof.  The Building Commissioner and Inspectors shall be 
removable for cause.  A vacancy in the office shall be filled in like manner for the unexpired term.  
The Building Commissioner and Inspectors shall have their whole time at the disposal of the city.   
 (Rev. Ords. 1964, sec 3-20; Ord. of 7-5-77; Ord of 5-23-2000; Ord of 7-1-2008) 
 
Sec. 4-20. Duties, generally; qualifications. 
 
(a) The assistant building inspector and building inspector shall be directly responsible to the 
building commissioner for the administration and enforcement of this Chapter of the city 
ordinances and of all aspects of the Massachusetts Building Code as amended. 
 
(b) The Building Commissioner and inspectors shall inspect such buildings as lounges, restaurants, 
nursing home, churches, recreation halls, day care centers, apartments, boarding and lodging 
houses, hospitals, bleachers, hotels and motels and shall assist wherever possible in enforcing the 
Massachusetts Building Code and the requirements of all city ordinances. 
 
(c) In addition, the Building Commissioner and inspectors shall be certified in accordance with the 
current Massachusetts State Building Code and shall have a general knowledge of the quality and 
strength of all building materials, a general knowledge of the excepted requirements for building 
construction, fire prevention, electrical installation, hearing and ventilation, and all materials 
essential to the safety, comfort and convenience of the occupants of any building or structure. (Rev. 
Ords. 1964, sec 3-21; Ord. of 7-5-77; Ord of 5-23-2000) 
 
Sec. 4-21. Reports. 
 
The building commissioner shall file an annual report with the municipal council detailing the 
findings made during the past year.  The building commissioner shall also file such reports as the 
council may require. (Rev. Ords. 1964, sec 3-22; Ord. of 7-5-77; Ord of 5-23-2000) 
 
*Cross reference-Administration, Ch. 2. 
 
Secs. 4-22--4-37. Reserved. 
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ARTICLE III. BUILDING CODE 
 
Sec. 4-38. State building code. 
 
On January 1, 1975 the new State Building Code became effective superseding the city's Code. The 
following sections of this article are local provisions permitted by the state code. (Rev. Ords, 1964, 
sec 3-3; Ord. of 10-14-75) 
 
Sec. 4-39. Fire districts. 
(Ords. 1964, sec 3-3.1; Ord. of 10-14-75; Deleted Ord of 5-23-2000) 
 
Sec. 4-41. Building permit fee schedule. 
 
The following building permit fee schedule is hereby established: 
All State Mandated Inspections (<= 3,000 sqft) $100.00 
All State Mandated Inspections (> 3,000 sqft) $250.00 
All New Commercial Construction, Additions, Alterations, Repairs, 
Demolition, Foundations, Permanent Structures 

1.2% Contract Price 
($100.00 minimum) 

Commercial Certificate of Occupancy (per Unit) $100.00 
Commercial Change of Use $250.00 
Commercial Signs $100.00 
Commercial Temp Certificate of Occupancy(per unit) $300.00 
Commercial Temporary Structures, Tents, Trailers Etc $100.00 
Commercial Work Performed Without a Permit Triple Fee 
Permit Replacements $25.00 
Reinspection Fee $50.00 
All New Residential Construction, Additions, Alterations, Repairs, 
Demolition, Foundations, Permanent Structures 

1.0% of Contract Price 
($50.00 Minimum) 

Residential Canopipes, Tents, Awnings $75.00 
Residential Certificate of Occupancy (per Unit) $100.00 
Residential Change of Use $250.00 
Residential Fireplace, Chimney, Solid Fuel Burning Appliance $50.00 
Residential Temp Certificate of Occupancy(per unit) $150.00 
Residential Temporary Structures, Tents, Trailers Etc $50.00 
Residential Work Performed Without a Permit Triple Fee 
  
 
Any person who undertakes or authorizes or causes work to be done without first applying for or 
obtaining the appropriate building permit as set forth by the previous items of this section shall be 
subject to a fine in the amount of three (3) times the original fee charged for said permit as 
provided in this section, as amended. (Rev. Ords. 1964, sec 3-3.3; Ord of 4-6-76; Ord. of 11-10-81; 
Ord of 9-8-87; Ord of 11-29-94; Ord of 8-5-03; Ord of 8-4-2009) 
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Sec. 4-41.1. Electrical inspections; fee schedule. 
 
The fee schedule for electrical inspection shall be as follows: 
Commercial Air Conditioner 1.2% of Contract Price ($75.00 minimum)
Commercial Construction Office Trailer $75.00 
Commercial Industries (annual fee) $250.00 
Commercial Master Fire/Burglar Alarm Box 1.2% of Contract Price ($75.00 minimum)
Commercial Minimum Electrical Fee 1.2% of Contract Price ($75.00 minimum)
Commercial Oil or Gas Burner $75.00 
Commercial Signs $75.00 
Commercial Temporary Service $75.00 
Carnivals, Circuses, Concessions $150.00 
Reinspection fee $50.00 
Work Performed Without a Permit Triple Fee 
Residential Addition/ Remodel (per unit) $60.00 
Residential Addition/ Shed (per unit) $60.00 
Residential Central Air (Mech permit needed also) $50.00 
Residential Garage/ Shed $60.00 
Residential Gas Pipe Bond $50.00 
Residential Major Appliance (range, dryer, A/C, water 
heater) 

$50.00 

Residential Minimum Electrical Fee (work not 
categorized) 

$50.00 

Residential New Modular/ Mobile Home $120.00 
Residential New Multi Family Dwelling (each unit) $120.00 
Residential New Single Family Dwelling $120.00 
Residential Oil or Gas Burner $50.00 
Residential Removal of Meter for Siding $50.00 
Residential Security/ Fire Alarm (per unit) $60.00 
Residential Septic/ Gas Pump $50.00 
Residential Service Change (per meter- no upgrade) $50.00 
Residential Service Upgrade – Multi family (per 
meter) 

$50.00 

Residential Service Upgrade Single Family $50.00 
Residential Smoke/Heat/ CO Detectors (stairwell/ 
hallway) 

$50.00 Minimum/ $20.00 per stairwell 

Residential Smoke/ Heat/CO Detectors (within 
dwelling unit) 

$50.00 Minimum/ $20.00 per unit 

Residential Swimming Pools (above ground) $50.00 
Residential Swimming Pools (in ground) $50.00 
Residential Tele/Data (per unit) $60.00 
Residential Temporary Service $50.00 
Residential Underground Service (multiple services 
estimated) 

$50.00 (minimum 
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Any person who undertakes or authorizes or causes work to be done without first applying for or 
obtaining the appropriate electrical permit as set forth by the previous items of this section shall be 
subject to a fine in tire amount of three (3) times the original fee charged for said permit as 
provided in this section, as amended. (Ord. of 9-8-87; Ord of 8-5-03: Ord of 8-4-2009) 
 
Sec. 4-41.2 Mechanical Fees 
Commercial All Contract Work (over $5,000.00) $100.00 plus 1.2% per $1,000.00  
Commercial Reinspection fee $50.00 
Commercial Fee up to $5,000.00 $100.00 
Commercial Work Performed Without a Permit Triple Fee 
Residential HVAC (1 and 2 family) $50.00 
Residential HVAC (Multi family per unit over 2) $50.00 plus $20.00 per unit over 2 
Residential Reinspection Fee  $50.00 
Residential Work Performed Without a Permit Triple Fee 
 
HVAC includes but not limited to: boilers, furnaces, vent ducting, kitchen hoods, ducting for heat 
and AC, radiators, baseboard units, dryer exhaust, metal chimney liners 
(Ord of 11-29-94; Ord of 8-5-03; Ord of 8-4-2009) 
 
 
Sec 4-41.3 Plumbing and Gas Fees 
Plumbing Permit Fees  
Commercial Backflow Preventers (testable) $30.00 
Commercial Fixtures (each) $10.00 
Commercial Minimum Plumbing Fee $75.00 
Commercial Permit Application Fee $75.00 
Commercial Work Performed Without a Permit Triple Fee 
Residential Backflow Preventers (testable) $30.00 
Residential Plumbing Fixtures (each) $10.00 
Residential Minimum Plumbing Fee $60.00 
Residential Permit Application Fee $50.00 
Residential Underground Service $40.00 
Residential Water Heater (gas or electric) $30.00 
Residential Work PerformedWithout a Permit Triple Fee 
  
Plumbing 
Special wastes  $25.00 each 
 
Gas Fees  
Commercial Work Performed Without a Permit Triple Fee 
Commercial Minimum Permit Fee $60.00 
Commercial Over 500,000 BTU’s $30.00 plus $10/10,000 BTU 
Commercial Permit Applciation Fee $75.00 
Commercial Roof Top Units (each) $75.00 
Commercial Temporary Heat (per unit) $75.00 
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Commercial Unit Heaters (each) $75.00 
Residential Work Performed Without a Permit Triple Fee 
Residential Appliances (each) $10.00 
Residential Minimum Permit Fee $60.00 
Residential Over 500,000 BTU’s $30.00 plus $10/10,000 BTU 
Residential Permit Applciation Fee $50.00 
Residential Roof Top Units (each) $30.00 
Residential Temporary Heat (per unit) $10.00 
Residential Unit Heaters (each) $15.00 
Residential Underground Service $40.00 
 
Re-inspection $50.00 
CE/ ADA surcharge per permit $2.00 
 (Ord of 11-29-94; Ord of 8-5-03; Ord of 8-4-2009) 
 
Sec. 4-42. Penalty for work done without building permit. 
 
Any person who undertakes or authorizes or causes work to be done without first applying for and 
obtaining the appropriate building permit as set forth by the previous sections of this chapter shall 
be subject to a fine in the amount of three (3) times the original fee charged for said permit as 
provided in section 4-41, as amended. (Ord. of 7-27-82) 
 
Sec 4-43 Tax Status Form 
 
Notwithstanding the provisions of any other section of the Ordinances, no application for a permit, 
license or zoning variance shall be granted to any person, business, charity, corporation or 
association if the applicant or the owner of the property upon which the business is located has any 
delinquent municipal tax, fee or other municipal charges, whether or not the same appears on a Tax 
Status Form.(Ord of 11-17-2009) 
 
Secs. 4-44--4-57. Reserved. 
 

BUILDINGS 
ARTICLE IV. DEMOLITION 

 
Sec. 4-58. Extermination required prior to demolition. 
 
No building shall be demolished unless an exterminator has been employed within fourteen (14) 
days before demolition; is started. A satisfactory statement from the exterminator stating that the 
building harbors no rodents shall accompany the application for a permit to demolish. (Rev. Ords. 
1964, sec 3-4) 
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Sec. 4-59. Permits to demolish buildings required; date of completion to be estimated on 
application. 
 
(a) No person shall demolish or start to demolish any building in the city until a permit so to do 
shall have been obtained from the building inspector. 
(b) All applications for permits to demolish buildings shall have a date stated for completion of the 
demolition. (Rev. Ords. 1964, sec 3-5) 
 
Secs. 4-60--4-75. Reserved. 
 

ARTICLE V. INSPECTIONS OF PLUMBING 
 
Sec. 4-76. Appointment. 
 
The Building Commissioner shall appoint one or more qualified inspectors of plumbing, whose 
tenure of office and duties shall be in accordance with the provisions of chapter 142 sec 13 of the 
general laws and shall enforce the Massachusetts State Plumbing Code 248 CMR 2. (Rev. Ords. 
1964, (sec 8-3), Ord of 7-11-2000 
 
Sec. 4-77. Inspections; work to be left uncovered until inspected and approved. 
 
All inspector of plumbing, who shall be called upon to inspect any work under the laws or 
ordinances relating to plumbing, shall be notified when any work is ready for inspection, and all 
work shall be left uncovered and convenient for examination until inspected and approved. (Rev. 
Ords. 1964, sec 8-4) 
 
Sec. 4-78. Inspector of gas piping and gas appliances. 
 
The Building Commissioner shall appoint a suitable person as an inspector of gas piping and gas 
appliances in buildings and whose duties shall be the enforcement of the applicable sections of the 
Massachusetts Fuel/ Gas Code 248 CMR 3 through 8 of the General Laws. (Rev. Ords. 1964, Sec 
8-5, Ord of 7-11-2000) 
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Chapter 5 

CIVIL DEFENSE* 
 
Sec. 5-1. Taunton Emergency Management Agency established. 
 
There is hereby established an Emergency Management Agency (hereinafter called the "agency"). 
It shall be the function of the agency to have charge of emergency management as defined In 
section 1, chapter 639, Acts of 1950, and to perform emergency management functions as 
authorized or directed by that chapter or by any and all executive orders or general regulations  
promulgated thereunder, and to exercise any authority delegated to it by the governor under chapter 
639. (Rev. Ords. 1964, sec 5-1; Ord. of 4-12-94, sec 1) 
 
Sec. 5-2. Director of Taunton Emergency Management Agency. 
 
(a) The agency shall be under the direction of a director of emergency management (hereinafter 
called the "director") who shall be appointed as prescribed by law. The director shall have direct 
responsibility for the organization, administration and operation of the agency, subject to the 
direction and control of the appointing authority, and shall receive such salary as may be fixed 
from time to time by the appointing authority. The director may, within the limits of the amount 
appropriated therefor, appoint such experts, clerks and other assistants as the work of the agency 
may require and may remove them, and may make such expenditures as may be necessary to 
execute effectively the purpose of chapter 639, Acts of 1950. 
 
(b) The director shall also have authority to appoint  district coordinators and may accept and may 
receive, on behalf of  the city, services, equipment, supplies, materials or funds by way of  gift, 
grant or loan, for purposes of emergency management, offered by the federal government or any 
agency or officer thereof or any person, subject to the terms of the offer and the rules and 
regulations, if any, of the agency making the offer. The director shall cause appropriate records to 
be kept of all matters relating to such gifts, grants or loans. (Rev. Ords. 1964, sec 5-2; Ord. of 4-12-
94, sec 2) 
*Cross references-Administration generally, Ch. 2; buildings and building regulations, Ch. 4; fire prevention and 
protection, Ch. 7;  health and sanitation, Ch. 9; planning, Ch. 16; police, Ch. 18; streets and  sidewalks, Ch. 20. 
State law references-Civil defense generally, M.G.L.A., c. 33 App., sec 13-1 ct seq.; local organizations, M.G.L.A., c. 
33, 13-13 et seq. 
 
Sec. 5-3. Emergency management advisory council. 
 
There shall be a emergency management advisory council (hereinafter called the "council"). The 
council shall serve without pay and shall consist of the director of emergency management, such 
other department heads and such other persons as the authority appointing the director may deem 
necessary. Such member of the council as the appointing authority shall designate shall serve as 
chairman of the council. The council shall serve subject to the direction and control of the 
appointing authority and shall advise the appointing authority and the director on matters pertaining 
to civil defense. (Rev. Ords. 1964, sec 5-3; Ord. of 4-12-94, sec 3) 
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Sec. 5-4. Taunton Emergency Management Agency not to participate in political activity. 
 
No organization for emergency management established under the authority of the Acts of 1950, 
chapter 639, shall participate in any form of political activity, nor shall it be employed directly or 
indirectly for political purposes. (Rev. Ords. 1964, sec 5-5; Ord. of 4-12-94, sec 4) 
 
Sec. 5-5. Term chapter effective. 
 
This chapter shall remain in force during the effective period of chapter 639, Acts of 1950 and any 
act in amendment or continuation thereof or substitution therefor. (Rev. Ords. 1964, sec 5-6) 
 
Sec. 5-6. Reference to law of the commonwealth for definitions. .  
 
All references to chapter 639, Acts of 1950, as now in force, shall be applicable to any act or acts in 
amendment or continuation of or substitution for chapter 39. (Rev. Ords. 1964, sec 5-7) 
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Chapter 6 

 
FINANCE* 

Art.   I In General  secs 6-1 - 6-20 
Art.   II.Committee on Finance and Salaries secs 6-21- 6-38 
Art.  III. City Auditor, secs 6-39--6-66 
Art.  IV. City Treasurer, secs 6-67--6-90 
Art.   V. Contracts and Purchases, secs 6-91--6-111 
Art.  VI. Bills and Accounts, secs 6-112--6-133 
Art. VII. Claims, secs 6-134--6-152 
Art. VIII. Collection of Bills, secs 6-153--6-155 

 
ARTICLE I. IN GENERAL 

 
Sec. 6-1, Fiscal year. 
 
Each municipal year shall commence on the first Monday of January. Each financial year shall 
commence on the first day of July and terminate on the thirtieth day of June, and the accounts and 
books of the city shall be made up to correspond thereto. (Rev. Ords. 1964, sec 6-1) 
 
State law reference-Cities' fiscal year, M.G.L.A., c. 44, sec 56A. 
 
Sec. 6-2, Notes or bonds to be signed by treasurer/ collector and mayor; to be shown to city 
auditor upon cancellation,  
 
All notes or bonds which shall be issued by authority of the municipal council shall be signed by 
the city treasurer/ collector in behalf of the city and shall be countersigned by the mayor. All bonds 
shall bear the impression of the city seal. Coupon or registered bonds or notes of the city may be 
surrendered to the city treasurer/ collector for cancellation in exchange for new notes or bonds and 
the city treasurer/ collector may issue therefor one or more registered notes or bonds of like 
amount, having the same maturity and rate of interest, to the same or to a new owner. Such new 
notes or bonds shall be signed by the city treasurer and countersigned by the mayor. Such new 
notes or bonds shall be recorded by the city auditor. (Rev. Ords. 1964, sec 6-2; Ord of 5-23-2000; 
Ord of 1-14-2003) 
Cross reference-Clerk of committees to prepare annual municipal council budget, sec 2-69 
State law reference--Issuance of notes and bonds, M.G.L.A., c. 44, sec16. 
 
Sec. 6-3. City clerk to furnish treasurer/ collector and auditor copy of orders affecting 
finances.  
 
The city clerk shall furnish to the city treasurer/ collector and the city auditor a copy of all orders 
passed by the municipal council affecting the finances of the city or pertaining in any way to the 
financial accounts thereof. (Rev. Ords. 1964, sec 6-3; Ord of 1-14-2003) 
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Sec. 6-4. Assignment of wages prohibited without consent.  
 
The city treasurer/ collector shall not, without the consent of the municipal council, accept the 
transfer to a third party of any contract with the city, or the assignment of wages due or to become 
due to municipal employees. (Rev. Ords. 1964, sec 6-4; Ord of 1-14-2003) 
 
Secs. 6-5--6-20. Reserved. 
 

ARTICLE II. COMMITTEE ON FINANCE AND SALARIES 
 
Sec. 6-21. Composition. 
 
The committee on finance and salaries shall consist of the mayor, who shall be chair, and such 
number of members of the municipal council as the council shall determine.(Rev Ords. 1964, sec 6-5) 
 
Sec. 6-22. Examination of accounts; duties generally,  
 
The committee on finance and salaries shall annually at the close of the financial year, and oftener 
if it deems it expedient, examine the accounts of the city treasurer/collector and the accounts of the 
sinking funds and trust funds of the city; and for that purpose shall have access to all books and 
vouchers in the possession of any officer of the city. It shall ascertain whether all moneys due the 
city have been collected and accounted for and if not, the reasons therefor; and it may at any time 
examine all notes and securities belonging to the city in the hands of the treasurer/ collector or 
other officers of the city. (Rev. Ords. 1964, sec 6-6; ord of 1-14-2003) 
 
'Cross references-Administration, Ch. 2; committee on public property. Ch. 2, Art. II, Div. 2. 
 
Sec. 6-23. Review and evaluation of department heads and assistant department heads. 
 
(a) The committee on finance and salaries shall from time to time conduct a systematic review and 
evaluation of the job performance of all heads and assistant heads of departments coming under the 
direct supervision and control of the municipal council for the purpose of making recommendations 
as to the granting or denial of merit pay increases for such heads and assistant heads to the 
municipal council or to recommend to the municipal council or the appropriate committee thereof 
such commendations or disciplinary or corrective measures as the committee shall deem advisable. 
Such review and evaluation shall be conducted at the request of a department head or assistant 
department head or at the instance of the committee, the municipal council, or the mayor, and any 
resulting merit pay increases shall be granted in the fiscal year following evaluation, unless the 
council shall particularly otherwise direct. 
 
(b) All department heads and assistant department heads requesting evaluation or of whom an 
evaluation has been instituted shall complete and submit to the committee prior to January 1 of the 
fiscal year preceding that for which a merit pay increase is sought, or within thirty (30) days of 
receipt of notification that a review and evaluation has been instituted, Form A, which is appended 
to this section. The committee shall conduct its review and report its evaluation based upon the 
criteria and point values set forth in Form B, which is appended to this section. An average 
evaluation point total of sixty-five (65) or greater shall be deemed a recommendation by the 
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committee for a merit pay increase. Any department head or assistant department head receiving an 
average point total of forty-four (44) or less shall appear before the committee for response to the 
evaluation and for further review. (Ord. of 8-28-84) 
 
Editor's note--Forms A and B referred to in paragraph (b) above have not been included herein, but can be found on file 
for inspection in the office of the city clerk. 
 
Secs. 6-24--6-38. Reserved. 
 

ARTICLE III. CITY AUDITOR 
 
Sec. 6-39. Appointment; vacancy; term; bond. 
 
In the month of January or as soon thereafter as may be, in every third year, there shall be elected a 
city auditor to serve for three (3) years and until a successor is chosen and qualified. Any vacancy 
in the office shall be filled by the municipal council for the unexpired term. The City Auditor shall 
give bond to the city for the faithful performance of his/her duties, in such sum and with such 
sureties as the municipal council shall approve. (Rev. Ords. 1964, sec 6-7; Ord of 5-23-2000) 
 
Sec. 6-40. Assistant. 
 
There shall be an assistant city auditor who shall be appointed by the city auditor subject to the 
confirmation of the municipal council and who may be removed by the city auditor, for cause, 
subject to the approval of the municipal council. The assistant city auditor shall assist the city 
auditor in the performance of the duties of the office, and shall discharge the duties of the city 
auditor upon the latter's request, when that officer is absent or unable to act and also when there is a 
vacancy in the office of city auditor. (Ord. of 8-29-72) 
 
'Cross reference-Administration. Ch. 2. 
State law reference--City auditor, M.G.L.A., c. 41, secs 48-54A. 
 
Sec. 6-41. Duties generally; examination of accounts of city officers. 
 
The city auditor shall, under the direction of the committee on accounts and claims, keep a 
complete set of books wherein shall be entered the various appropriations made by the municipal 
council, each under its appropriate head, wherein shall be charged to each the different payments 
and expenditures made thereon; and shall keep such other books of accounts as that committee 
shall direct. The City Auditor shall, whenever required by the mayor or by the municipal council or 
the committee on accounts and claims, furnish a statement of all such matters pertaining to the 
office as may be ordered. The books of accounts of every department and officer of the city shall at 
all times be open to the inspection of the city auditor; and shall examine and verify the same at 
such times as the committee on accounts and claims; or the mayor, or the municipal council shall 
order. (Rev. Ords. 1964, sec 6-8) 
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Sec. 6-42. To submit warrant to treasurer for payrolls. 
 
The city auditor shall examine all payrolls presented to him/her and if they are found to be correct 
and duly approved he/she shall draw a warrant upon the city treasurer for the payment thereof and 
shall submit such payrolls and warrant to the committee on finance and salaries at its next meeting. 
(Rev. Ords. 1964, sec 6-9; Ord of 5-23-2000) 
 
Sec. 6-43. To draw warrant for all bills. 
 
The city auditor shall examine all bills presented to him/her and if they are found to be correct and 
duly approved he/she shall draw a warrant upon the city treasurer/ collector for the payment thereof 
and shall submit such bills and warrant to the committee on finance and salaries at its meeting on 
the Tuesday next following. (Rev. Ords. 1964, sec 6-10; Ord of 5-23-2000; Ord of 1-14-2003) 
 
Sec. 6-44. Errors and informalities in bills or payrolls. 
 
In case of any error or informality in any bill or payroll, the city auditor shall make note of the fact 
and return the bill or payroll with the objection to the officer, board or committee presenting the 
same; and when the city auditor has any doubt concerning the propriety or correctness of such bill 
or payroll, if it be not satisfactorily explained shall refer the same at once to the committee on 
finance and salaries for consideration. (Rev. Ords. 1964, sec 6-11; Ord of 5-23-2000) 
 
State law reference--Approval of bills, M.G.L.A., c. 41, sec 52. 
 
Sec. 6-45. Notices and statements of expenditures and balances.  
 
Whenever any specific appropriation is expended the city auditor shall forthwith notify the mayor 
and municipal council, and the committee on finance and salaries. The City Auditor shall each 
month cause to be prepared a statement showing the amount of the various appropriations at that 
time, the amount expended from each appropriation, and the balance remaining unexpended and a 
copy thereof shall be furnished each member of the municipal council. (Rev. Ords. 1964, sec 6-12; 
Ord of 5-23-2000) 
 
Sec. 6-46. Annual Statement of receipts, Expenditures of Preceding Year. 
 
The city auditor shall annually in the month of July prepare and lay before the municipal council a 
statement of the receipts and expenditures of the preceding year, giving in detail the amount of 
appropriation and the expenditure in each department; and such statement shall be accompanied by 
a schedule of the city debt, and when approved by the municipal council shall be published if the 
council so directs. (Rev. Ords. 1964, sec 6-19; Ord of 5-23-2000) 
 
Sec. 6-47. To keep record of city indebtedness. 
 
The city auditor shall keep a record of the city debt, which shall state the number, date, amount, 
rate of interest, date when payable, where payable, the purpose and authority of the issue, and when 
registered, the name of the payee, of each note, bond or other evidence of indebtedness issued by 
the city. (Rev. Ords. 1964, sec 6-14) 
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Sec. 6-48. Warrants for payment of debt or interest. 
 
The city auditor shall examine all statements furnished to him/her by the city treasurer/ collector of 
the amount of principal or interest payable upon any note, bond or other evidence of indebtedness 
of the city; and if such statements are found to be correct the city auditor shall so certify thereon 
and who shall thereupon draw a warrant upon the city treasurer/ collector for the payment of the 
principal or interest. The city auditor shall keep a record of all such warrants and of all other 
warrants or orders for the payment of money drawn. (Rev. Ords. 1964, sec 6-15, Ord of 7-11-2000; 
Ord of 1-14-2003) 
 
Sec. 6-50. To report all salary increases. 
 
The city auditor shall inform the municipal council in writing of all salary and wage increases 
granted in any department or office of the city, except such as have been previously authorized by 
the municipal council. (Rev. Ords. 1964, sec 6-17) 
 
Sec. 6-51 Financial Accountability and Records Disclosure 
1. Purpose. The purpose of this Section of the Revised Ordinances of the City of Taunton is to 
ensure that the Municipal Council, acting by and through the Committee on Finance and Salaries, 
is kept apprised of the fiscal position of the City on no less than quarterly basis and that the Council 
receive all financial data impacting the municipal budget in a timely fashion. 
 
2. Quarterly Reporting. The City Auditor shall provide the Municipal Council’s Finance and 
Salaries Committee a reconciled municipal balance sheet and budget to actual statement on a 
quarterly basis.  The first quarterly reconciled municipal balance sheet and budget to actual 
statement shall be submitted no later than October 20, the second reconciled municipal balance 
sheet and budget to actual statement shall be submitted no later than January 20, the third 
reconciled municipal balance sheet and budget to actual statement shall be submitted no later than 
April 20.  A copy of the reports submitted to the Finance and Salaries Committee shall also be 
forwarded to the Mayor. 
 
3. Annual Reporting. The City Auditor shall provide a fiscal year-end reconciled municipal balance 
sheet and budget to actual statement on or before September of each year.  Notwithstanding the 
foregoing, the City Auditor may provide the Finance and Salaries Committee and the Mayor’s 
office with a reconciled balance sheet and budget to actual statement on a more frequent basis. 
 
4. Document Disclosures. The City Auditor, the City Treasurer/ Collector, and the City Assessor 
shall provide to the Municipal Council’s Finance and Salaries Committee and the Mayor’s Office a 
copy of any and all financial documents submitted to and received by the Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts’ Department of Revenues’ Division of Labor Services and/or Bureau of Accounts. 
 
5. Chairman to be Ex-officio Member.  The Chairman of the Municipal Council’s Finance and 
Salaries Committee or his/her designee shall be an ex-officio member of the Finance Team that 
includes the City Treasurer/ Collector, the City Auditor, the City Assessors, the Mayor’s Budget 
Director as well as any other Staff members as the Mayor may deem necessary.  The Finance Team 
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shall assist the Mayor in the preparation, monitoring and adjustment of the City’s budget.  The 
Financial Team shall meet at least once per month and provide minutes of its meeting to the Chair 
of the Finance and Salaries Committee.  
(6/3/03) 
 
Secs. 6-52--6-66. Reserved. 
 

ARTICLE IV. CITY TREASURER/ COLLECTOR* 
 
Sec. 6-67. Appointment; term; vacancies. 
 
Notwithstanding any other provision of these Ordinances, the Municipal Council shall in the month 
of January in the year 2003 and every three years thereafter, elect a Treasurer/ Collector, who shall 
have for the duration of his/her appointment, all the authority, responsibility and duties heretofore 
held by the Treasurer and the Collector of Taxes.  
 (Rev. Ords. 1964, sec 6-18, Ord of 7-11-2000, Ord of 1-14-2003) 
 
Sec. 6-68. Duties generally. 
 
The city treasurer/ collector shall keep such books as are required to be kept by the statutes of the 
Commonwealth, under the direction of the committee on finance and salaries. The City Treasurer/ 
Collector shall, whenever required by the mayor or by the municipal council or the committee on 
finance and salaries, furnish a statement of the treasury and of such other matters pertaining to the 
office as may be ordered.  Job Duties are as stipulated in Chapter 41 sec 35 of the Massachusetts 
General Laws (Rev. Ords. 1964, sec 6-19, Ord of 7-11-2000; Ord of 1-14-2003) 
 
Sec. 6-69. Certain payments authorized; certain payments prohibited. 
 
The city treasurer/ collector is authorized to pay all accounts allowed and approved by the 
committee on finance and salaries and duly certified to him/her by the city auditor and the mayor 
upon their warrant, and, upon the warrant or written order of the mayor, to pay all claims which 
have been settled or adjusted by the committee on finance and salaries under the provisions of 
section 6-135; but shall not, except by order of the municipal council, make any payment on 
account of any department beyond the sum appropriated by the municipal council for that 
department or apportioned to it under section 6-117 nor shall he/she pay any account or claim 
which has not been duly allowed, approved, certified or adjusted as above provided, excepting that 
upon the written order or warrant of the mayor any claim which has been settled or adjusted under 
any special order of the municipal council, any claim for the satisfaction of a judgment against the 
city, or, when duly certified by the city auditor, any interest or principal of a city debt, may be paid 
without the action of the committee on finance and salaries; and provided further, that the interest 
on any note which may be discounted may be paid by the city treasurer/ collector at the time the 
loan is made, for which he/she shall take a receipt in due form, and after approval by the mayor 
such payment shall be allowed in the treasurer's account. (Rev. Ords. 1964, sec 6-20, Ord of 7-11-
2000; Ord of 1-14-2003) 
 
*Cross reference-Administration generally, Ch. 2. 
State law reference-Treasurers, M.G.L.A. c. 41, sec 35 et seq.443 
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Sec. 6-70. Notice to be given to city auditor of certain payments; statements of principal or 
interest due. 
 
Whenever the city treasurer/ collector shall make payment under the provisions of the preceding 
section of any claim which has been adjusted by the committee on accounts and claims or by order 
of the municipal council, of any claim for the satisfaction of a judgment against the city, or of any 
interest upon a note at the time the loan is made, the city treasurer/ collector shall forthwith in 
writing notify the city auditor of such payment, stating the name of the payee, the amount of such 
claim, judgment or interest, and from what appropriation the payment has been made. (Rev. Ords. 
1964, sec 6-21, Ord of 7-11-2000; Ord of 1-14-2003) 
 
Sec. 6-71. Payment of payrolls. 
 
The city treasurer/ collector shall on Thursday of each week pay the sums allowed and approved by 
the committee on accounts and claims on the payrolls for the city, for which a proper warrant has 
been drawn. When Thursday of any week falls on a holiday, the city treasurer/ collector may pay 
such sums on Wednesday of such week unless contractually negotiated otherwise with a 
bargaining unit. (Rev. Ords. 1964, sec 6-22, Ord of 7-11-2000; Ord of 1-14-2003) 
 
Sec. 6-72. Daily report to city auditor of money received. 
 
The city treasurer/ collector shall make a report in writing to the city auditor each day of the receipt 
of all sums paid into the city treasury on the day preceding, and shall indicate therein the amount of 
such payments and the department to which such payments have been credited on the treasurer/ 
collector’s books. (Rev. Ords. 1964, sec 6-23; Ord of 1-14-2003) 
 
Sec. 6-73. Officers to transfer money to treasurer/ collector. 
 
All officers of the city who receive in their official capacity any money on account of the city shall 
pay the same to the city treasurer/ collector, upon its receipt taking receipt therefor. At the time of 
making any payment to the city treasurer/ collector such officers shall give to the city auditor a 
written statement of the amount of such payment. All other persons who have in their hands any 
money belonging to the city shall forthwith pay the same to the city treasurer/ collector; and it shall 
be the duty of the treasurer/ collector promptly to collect all sums due the city from such officers or 
other persons. The city treasurer/ collector shall not pay out or disburse any money belonging to the 
city, or held by the city treasurer/ collector in his/her official capacity, except in accordance with 
the provisions of these Revised Ordinances, unless expressly required so to do by the laws of the 
commonwealth or by resolution or order of the municipal council. (Rev. Ords. 1964, sec 6-24; Ord 
of 1-14-2003) 
 
State law reference--Similar provisions, M.G.L.A., c. 44, sec 53. 
 
Sec. 6-74. Expense funds; replenishment of fund. 
 
The following departments shall have expense accounts (petty cash) in the stated amounts; 
City Treasurer/ Collector  $4,400.00 
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Police Department   $300.00 
Taunton Municipal Light Plant $2,600.00 
Street Department   $100.00 
Water Department   $400.00 
Building Department   $100.00 
Board of Health   $20.00 
Park and Recreation   $200.00 
 
The head of the department, or such member or employee of the department as may be designated 
by the head of such department, shall be responsible for the sum of money stipulated above that 
shall be used by such department for the purposes hereinafter stated.  The Head of the Department 
shall give bond to the city in the sum of one hundred dollars ($100.00) with sufficient sureties to be 
approved by the mayor and municipal council, conditioned for the faithful performance of his/her 
duties. 
 
This money shall be kept by the official or employee apart from his own funds, and as money 
belonging to the city, and shall be used only for the payment of such traveling and other necessary 
expenditures as any emergency may call for, and which must be met at once and without delay 
incidental to the approval and payment of bills as provided by ordinance. Whenever any 
expenditure shall have been made from such fund the bill for the same shall be transmitted to the 
city auditor for approval in conformity with the provisions of these Revised Ordinances and 
existing ordinances and statutes, the same as if it had not been paid as aforesaid; and the amount 
thereof approved shall be paid by the city treasurer/ collector to such official or employee and upon 
payment shall become a part of such fund. The expense account shall be examined, balanced and 
accounted for at the end of the fiscal year in conformance with  applicable chapters of  
Massachusetts General Laws. (Rev. Ords. 1964, sec 6-25; Ord of 8-8-2000; ord of 1-14-2003) 
 
Secs. 6-75--6-90. Reserved. 
 

ARTICLE V. CONTRACTS AND PURCHASES 
 
Sec. 6-91. Procurement. 
 
The City shall secure its supplies, services, and interest in real property in strict accordance with 
Massachusetts General Law Chapter 30B and Chapter 149 and other pertinent general laws on 
procurement. (Rev. Ords. 1964, sec 6-26; Ord. of 3-26-74; Ord. of 9-30-80, Ord of 7-11-2000) 
 
State law reference--Similar provisions, M.G.L.A., c. 40, sec  4B; M.G.L.A., c. 43, 128. 
 
Sec. 6-92. Standard form of specifications for bids. 
 
The standard form of specifications shall be as follows: 
"Sealed proposals shall be addressed to the municipal council, or to such committee of the 
municipal council as may be designated by it to act in the matter or to the city official designated or 
to the board or commission having authority under the law to employ labor or to purchase 
apparatus, equipment, supplies or other material in such department and to the office or place 
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designated in the advertisements published in the newspaper inviting the proposals, such proposals 
to be entitled or endorsed as follows:  
 
Proposals for etc." 
"Each bid or proposal must be accompanied by a certified or cashiers check in the amount of $ 
______  payable to the City of Taunton and both proposal and check shall be delivered 
simultaneously to the Treasurer/ Collector of the City of Taunton, or, if the city treasurer/ collector 
is absent from the office in City Hall when delivery is attempted they may be delivered to any clerk 
therein and not later than the time and  the date stated in the published advertisements inviting 
proposals, for the opening thereof, said checks to be returned to those bidders whose proposals are 
not accepted, within forty-eight hours after the award has been made." 
 
"An agreement in the amount of $ ___   as liquidating damages will be required by the City of 
Taunton for the faithful performance of the terms, provisions and conditions of the contract with a 
surety or sureties who are residents of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts or qualified to do 
business therein and who shall be satisfactory to the Municipal Council or to the Committee 
designated by it to act in the matter or to the Official of the City Government that may be so 
designated or to the Board or Commission inviting the proposals or a majority of the members 
thereof." 
 
"The contract drawn and prepared in quadruplicate by the person, persons or company to whom the 
award has been made or his/her or their Attorney shall be submitted to the Municipal Council, or 
Committee thereof properly designated or Official, Board or Commission whose name or names 
appear subscribed to the notices or advertisements published in the newspaper or newspapers 
inviting the proposals within four days after receiving written notification of the award and said 
contract and in quadruplicate shall then be submitted to the City Solicitor for approval, and, if 90 
approved, and at such time as may be appointed, of which due notice in writing will be given to  
the person, persons or company to whom the award has been made, the said person, persons or a 
representative or representatives of the company shall appear in the Mayor's Office in City Hall 
with the agreement and the sureties offered by him/her, them or it is in accordance with the 
requirements of Paragraph 3, aforesaid, prepared to execute the contract and in case of neglect or 
failure to do so, he/she, they or it will be considered as having abandoned it and the check 
accompanying the proposal shall be forfeited to the City of Taunton." (Rev. Ords. 1964, sec 6-27, 
Ord of 7-11-2000; Ord of 1-14-2003) 
 
Sec. 6-93. Award of contracts. 
 
All contracts shall be awarded to the lowest responsible bidders, except, when a committee of the 
municipal council is authorized to invite and receive the proposals if that committee or a majority 
of the members thereof deems it inadvisable to award the contract to the lowest bidder they may 
appeal to the municipal council, who, by a majority vote, may grant the committee the right and 
authority to award the contract as they may deem propel and in the best interests of the city. (Rev. 
Ords. 1964, sec 6-28) 
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Sec. 6-94. Bid forms. 
 
Bids may be required to be presented on forms furnished for such purpose. (Rev. Ords. 1964, sec 6-
29) 
 
Sec. 6-95. Copies of contracts to be furnished City clerk; contracts to be public records. 
 
Every officer of the city who makes or executes a contract on behalf of the city shall furnish such 
contract or a copy thereof to the city clerk within one week after its execution; and the city clerk 
shall keep such contract or copy on file, open to public inspection during business hours. Such 
contracts or copies shall be kept in a book by themselves or in several books, arranged according to 
the subject of the contract, or in any other convenient form, and an index to the subject matter of 
the contracts and to the names of the contractors shall be made semiannually, and shall also be 
open to public inspection in some convenient form. All allowances under and additions to such 
contracts, or copies thereof, shall be filed with the city clerk, together with a sworn statement of the 
officer making such allowances or additions that the same are correct and in accordance with the 
contract. A city clerk or other city officer failing to comply with this section shall be punished as 
provided in section 1-6. (Rev. Ords. 1964, sec 6-30) 
 
Secs. 6-96--6-111. Reserved. 

 
ARTICLE VI. BILLS AND ACCOUNTS 

 
Sec. 6-112. Committee on finance and salaries. 
 
'The committee on finances and salaries shall meet at city hall on Tuesday of each week to audit 
and examine the payrolls of the city laid before it, and such other bills as the city auditor may, for 
sufficient reason, submit and it shall meet on the Tuesday next after the fourth day of each month 
to audit and examine all other bills laid before it. It shall examine all such payrolls and if the same 
are found to be correct it shall approve and allow the same in writing, shall certify thereon the fund 
or bills, with the warrants drawn for the payment thereof; and appropriation from which the same 
are to be paid and shall return the same to the city auditor. Immediately upon the allowance by the 
committee of such payrolls the city auditor shall, if he/she finds them to be correct, present the 
same to the city treasurer/ collector for payment with the warrant therefore. Upon the allowance of 
such bills by the committee, the city auditor shall if he/she finds them to be correct, present to the 
city treasurer/ collector a warrant for the payment thereof and the original bills and vouchers shall 
remain in the custody of the city auditor, who shall cause the same to be properly endorsed and 
filed. The city auditor shall preserve in his/her office an exact copy of all warrants issued under the 
provisions of this section. (Rev. Ords. 1964, sec 6-31; Ord of 2-20-96, Ord of 7-11-2000; Ord of 1-
14-2003) 
 
Sec. 6-113. Committee to act only on bills, etc., duly approved. 
 
No payroll, bill or account other than a judgment against the city or interest or principal due on a 
note or bond of the city shall be received or acted upon by the committee on accounts and claims 
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unless accompanied by a certificate of the officer, committee or agent duly authorized on behalf of 
the city to approve the same, stating that the same is correct. (Rev. Ords. 1964, sec 6-32) 
 
Sec. 6-114. Departmental approval of payrolls. 
 
Committees, heads of departments, or other persons authorized or required by law to approve 
payrolls for wages or salaries due from the city shall file in the office of the city auditor at or before 
12:00 noon on Monday of each week duly certified payrolls of such wages and salaries as shall be 
due and payable on the pay day of such week. (Rev. Ords. 1964, sec 6-33) 
 
Sec. 6-115. Departmental approval of bills. 
 
All persons, committees, or departments authorized to incur expense in behalf of the city shall file 
in the office of the city auditor by 3 pm on Wednesday of each week all bills against the city then 
due to be considered for payment on the next warrant and such bills shall be duly approved by the 
person, committee or department authorized to incur the same before filing (Rev. Ords. 1964, sec 
6-34, Ord of 7-11-2000) 
 
Sec. 6-116. Warrants to be signed by mayor and auditor.   
 
No warrant shall be valid unless signed by the mayor and the city auditor; and the city treasurer/ 
collector shall not make any payment upon a warrant not so signed. (Rev. Ords. 1964, sec 6-35; 
Ord of 1-14-2003) 
 
Sec. 6-117. Temporary borrowing before passage of annual budget. 
 
In the period after the expiration of any fiscal year and before the regular appropriations have been 
made by the municipal council, the city officials who are authorized to make expenditures may 
incur liabilities in carrying on the work of the several departments entrusted to them, and payments 
therefor shall be made from the treasury from any available funds therein, and charged against the 
next annual appropriation; provided, that the liabilities incurred during this interval do not exceed 
in any one month the sums spent for similar purposes during any one month of the preceding year; 
and provided further, that such officers may expend in any one month for any new office or board 
lawfully created an amount not exceeding one-twelfth (1/12) of the estimated cost for the current 
year. All interest and debt falling due in the interval shall be paid. (Rev. Ords. 1964, sec 6-36) 
 
Secs. 6-118--6-133. Reserved. 
 

ARTICLE VII. CLAIMS 
 

Sec. 6-134. Claims for damages; authority to settle 
 
The City Solicitor, as the designee of the Mayor, may arbitrate, compromise, or settle any claim for 
damages against the city filed in accordance with Massachusetts General Laws which he or she 
deems expedient for the defense of the city in any proceedings at law or in equity. 
(Rev. Ords. 1964, sec 6-37; Ord of 2-20-96) 
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Sec. 6-136. Investigation of accidents and injuries. 
 
The head of any department of the city employing any person, in case of any injury or accident to 
such person and the chief of police, in case of any injury or accident in the streets, squares or public 
places of the city, from causes which might render the city liable for damages in consequence 
thereof, shall immediately upon receipt of notice thereof thoroughly investigate such injury or 
accident, obtain the names of witnesses and all facts bearing on the case and report the same to the 
city solicitor. (Rev. Ords. 1964, sec 6-39) 
 
Secs. 6-137--6-152. Reserved. 
 

ARTICLE VIII. COLLECTION OF BILLS 
 
Sec. 6-153. Collector of taxes to be city collector. 
 
The Treasurer/ Collector of the City shall also be the Collector of Taxes and City Collector… and 
in such capacity shall collect all accounts due the City, except interest on sinking and trust funds or 
such bills the collection of which is otherwise provided for.  All bills for accounts due the City 
shall state that all checks, drafts, or money orders shall be payable to or to the order of the City and 
not to or to the order of any officer, board, or commission. (Rev. Ords. 1964, sec 6-40,Ord of 1-14-
2003) 
 
State law reference-Collector M.G.L.A., c. 41, sec 38. 
 
Sec. 6-154. Assistant collector. 
 
(a) There shall be an assistant tax collector for the city who shall be appointed by the treasurer/ 
collector subject to the approval of the mayor and the municipal council at a salary to be fixed by 
the council by ordinance from time to time. 
 
(b) The assistant tax collector shall assist the tax collector in the performance of the duties of the 
office and shall discharge such duties of the treasurer/ collector at the treasurer/ collector’s request 
and direction and shall act in that position when the treasurer/ collector is absent or unable to 
perform the duties of the office or when there is a vacancy in the office of treasurer/ collector. (Ord. 
of 4-30-74; Ord or 1-14-2003) 
 
Sec. 6-155. Bills  to  be  mailed  by  city treasurer/collector; notification of unpaid bills to 
committee on accounts and claims. 
 
Whenever any bill or claim, other than an Assessment duly laid, shall be filed with the city 
treasurer/ collector for collection, the treasurer/ collector shall forthwith forward a bill by mail to 
the address of the person by whom it is owned. If such bill shall remain unpaid at the expiration of 
sixty (60) days thereafter, the treasurer/ collector may authorize the city solicitor to bring suit in the 
name of the city for  the collection of all unpaid bills or claims so reported. (Rev. Ords. 1964, sec 
6-41, Ord of 7-11-2000; Ord of 1-14-2003)  
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ARTICLE IX.  Economic Opportunity Areas and the Economic Development Incentive 
Board 

 
Sec. 6-156.  Tax Increment Financing Board, Establishment of, Composition, Authority 
 
There shall be a economic development incentive board which shall be comprised of the following; 
Mayor of city of Taunton 
President of the Municipal Council or designee 
Chairperson of the Committee on Economic Development and Technology  
Chairperson of the Industrial Development Commission 
Economic development Director  
City Planner 

Neighborhood advisory member 
Chairman of the Board of Assessors as an ex-officio member 
(Ord of 10-4-1994, Ord of 8-22-1995, Ord of 7-11-2000) 
 
Sec. 6-157.  Economic Opportunity Areas. 
 
There shall be six Economic Opportunity Areas (EOA's) consisting of contiguous areas as defined 
below and as shown on the attached maps:  
 
EOA #1 - Weir 
Portions of census tracts 6139 and 6140 representing the Weir section of the City running from 
High and Ingell Streets to Weir Street along Somerset Avenue to Sixth Street; turn towards the 
Taunton River, and back to West Water Street along the Penn Central Railroad. 
 
EOA #2 - Heart of Taunton 
Portions of census tract 6138, the Heart of Taunton and the downtown area business and office 
district. 
 
EOA #3 - Whittenton 
Portions of census tracts 6131 and 6136, the Whittenton Industrial Area and Business District. 
 
EOA #4 Industrial Park 
Portions of census tract 6132 representing the expansion property to the Myles Standish Industrial 
Park, bounded by the Penn Central Railroad, Fremont Street, Bassett Street, the Paul A. Dever 
School Campus, and the original Myles Standish Industrial Park,  
 
EOA #5 Arlington Street  
Census tract 6137 representing the property which is bounded by Arlington Street, the Penn Central 
Railroad, and the Bennett Street Extension. 
 
EOA #6 - Cape Dory 
Portions of census tract 6141 representing the East Taunton area including the Cape Dory property 
on Middleboro Avenue and the business district.(Ord of 10-4-1994, Ord of 8-22-1995) 
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Sec 6-158.  Tax Increment Financing (TIF) Zones. 
 
TIF Zones shall be located within the proposed Economic Opportunity Areas and shall include 
those portions of the respective census tracts which are zoned for industrial/commercial/general 
business and neighborhood business purposes.  There shall be six TIF Zones corresponding to the 
six Economic Opportunity Areas as defined above. (Ord of 10-4-1994, Ord of 8-22-1995) 
 
Sec 6-159.  Proposed Projects. 
 
a. Each project that seeks designation as a "certified Project" by the municipality shall file an 
application with the Mayor.  Upon receipt of said certified project application the Mayor shall 
inform the Municipal Council of said application. 
 
b. Public projects proposed for the TIF Zones and for financing through betterment of special 
assessment shall be reviewed by the TIF Board as part of each project's application for certification. 
 
c. Each project shall be reviewed, negotiated, and considered for approval and executed by the EDI 
Board. When agreements are approved, determination shall be made as to whether tax increment 
financing or the special tax assessment is more appropriate. 
 
d. The Municipal Council shall have the power to ratify all certified project applications and 
corresponding TIF plans and agreements or special tax assessment agreements after said 
applications, plans, and agreements have been approved by the EDI Board. 
 
e. Upon Municipal Council ratification, the City shall forward said application with corresponding 
plan and agreement to the Economic Assistance Coordinating Council to be considered for 
approval in accordance with Section 3B of the MGL Chapter 23A and the regulations adopted 
thereto.(Ord of 10-4-1994, Ord of 8-22-1995, Ord of 7-11-2000) 
 
Sec 6-160.  Cost Betterments and Special Assessments. 
 
Specific public projects that are required to facilitate further economic development and that would 
be financed through cost betterments and special assessments shall be incorporated into TIF Plans 
and Agreements as each is negotiated.(Ord of 10-4-1994, Ord of 8-22-1995) 
 
Sec 6-161.  Tax Increment Exemption From Property Tax, 
 
It is the intent of the Municipal Council to authorize tax increment exemptions from property tax 
on a project-by-project basis. 
a. Term:  Under no circumstances shall the term of any specific agreement exceed twenty years in 
duration. 
 
b.    Calculation:  The exemption shall be calculated in accordance with the formula defined in 
751CMR Section 11,05 (4). 
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c.   The exemption shall be limited to the incremental new tax value of the property that is 
approved as part of a certified project. 
 
d.   Effective Date:  The exemption shall become effective on the July 1 following the date on 
which the EACC approves the TIF Plan and Agreement. 
 
e.   All Tax Increment Financing Agreements shall be binding upon subsequent owners of such 
Parcel of real property until the expiration of said TIF Agreement  Parties to such agreements shall 
notify the City and the EACC in writing of any ownership changes. The EDI Board shall forward 
to the Board of Assessors a copy of each executed TIF or Special Tax Assessment Agreement 
together with a list of parcels included therein. .(Ord of 10-4-1994, Ord of 8-22-1995, ord of 7-11-
2000) 
 
Sec 6-162.  Betterment/Special Assessment. 
 
The Municipal Council reserves the right to establish a maximum percentage of the cost of any 
public project that shall be recovered through betterments or special assessments against one parcel 
with respect to which a TIF Agreement is executed.  In addition, the Municipal Council, shall 
determine on a project-by- project basis the need for the appropriateness of either special 
assessment or TIF financing. .(Ord of 10-4-1994, Ord of 8-22-1995) 
 
Sec 6-163.  Approval by Economic Assistance Coordinating Council. 
 
Tax Increment Financing in accordance with the TIF Plan and Agreement, shall become effective 
upon approval by the Economic Assistance Coordinating Council established by Section 3B of 
MGL Chapter 23A and the regulations adopted thereto. .(Ord of 10-4-1994, Ord of 8-22-1995) 
 
Sec 6-164.  Annual Report 
 
Each certified project shall submit an annual report to the EDI Board no later than July 31st of each 
calendar year.  Upon receipt of said annual report, the EDI Board shall submit a copy of said report 
to the Municipal Council and the EACC. .(Ord of 10-4-1994, Ord of 8-22-1995, Ord of 7-11-2000) 
 
Sec 6-165.   Revocation. 
 
The Municipal Council may at any time petition the EACC to revoke its designation of a Certified 
Project and corresponding TIF Zone, TIF Plan or Agreement, or Special Tax Assessment 
Agreement. 
 
The EDI Board shall review annually the status of each TIF Agreement or Special Tax Assessment 
Agreement to determine compliance with the terms and conditions of each certified project.  The 
EDI Board shall recommend that the Municipal Council petition the EACC to revoke any and all 
incentives for projects that are determined to be out of compliance with the TIF Agreement or 
Special Tax Assessment Agreement after reasonable efforts to remedy the compliance deficiency. 
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The EDI Board shall forward to the Board of Assessors a copy of each TIF Agreement or Special 
Tax Assessment Agreement revocation. .(Ord of 10-4-1994, Ord of 8-22-1995, Ord of 7-11-2000) 
 
Sec 6-166.   Terms and Conditions. 
 
The EDI Board shall be authorized to negotiate and upon ratification by the majority vote of the 
Municipal Council, execute TIF or Special Tax Assessment Agreements, and on a case- by-case 
basis in which the EDI Board considers the overall economic impact of each project to the City and 
the number of jobs created or retained for Taunton ETA residents, in accordance with the following 
guidelines for terms and conditions: 
 
A. Tax incentives, betterments, or special assessments, and tax increment financing or the special 
tax assessment up to the maximum allowable within the enabling legislation for certified projects 
which commit to hiring a high percentage of Taunton ETA residents. 
 
B. Tax incentives, betterments, or special assessments, and tax increment financing or the special 
tax on a proportional basis equivalent to the commitment by certified projects to hire Taunton ETA 
residents in the jobs to be created,  
 
C. This action shall be subject to final approval by the EACC. .(Ord of 10-4-1994, Ord of 8-22-
1995, Ord of 7-11-2000) 
 

Article X Municipal Affordable Housing Trust Fund 
 
Section 6-167 Authority/ Establishment   
 
Pursuant to the authority of Chapter 491 of the Legislative Acts of 2004, as adopted by the 
Municipal Council, there is hereby created a local municipal affordable housing trust fund to be 
known as the Taunton Municipal Affordable Housing Trust Fund (hereinafter: “ Trust Fund”) (Ord 
of 10-3-2006) 
 
Section 6-168 Purposes. 
 
The purpose of the Trust Fund shall be: 

A. To receive, hold, invest, and/ or expend funds for the acquisition, rehabilitation, 
construction, financing or refinancing of property within the City of Taunton so that such 
property will be substantially available as residential property for low and moderate income 
persons and to provide mechanism to ensure such use; and  

 
B. To utilize funds for pre-development, environmental and infrastructure services that allow the 
City of Taunton to provide or preserve real property in the City so that such property will be 
substantially available as residential property for low and moderate income persons and to further 
provide mechanisms to ensure such use. 
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C. To engage in any lawful purpose or engage in the exercise of any other power otherwise 
described in Section (1)(c)(1-16) of Chapter 491 of the Acts of 2004, provided the purposes or 
exercise of power is not material conflict with the terms of this document. (Ord of 10-3-2006) 
 
Section 6-169 Composition 
 
There shall be seven Trustees on the board of the Trust.  Two of the Trustees shall serve ex officio 
(with full voting rights); and of the remaining five, four shall be appointed by the Mayor, subject to 
the approval by the Municipal Council and one member shall be elected Trustee by the members of 
the Council form the sitting members.  The ex officio Trustees shall include the Mayor or designee 
and the President of the Municipal Council or designee.  The remaining Trustees shall be selected 
and appointed by the Mayor subject to the approval of the Municipal Council.  In making the 
appointments, the Mayor shall endeavor to provide a broad based membership including legal, 
banking, financial, municipal, real estate, and housing professions.  Trustees shall be non-
compensated.  Each member shall give faithful bond pursuant to MGL Chapter 41 section 109A. 
(Ord of 10-3-2006) 
 
Section 6-170 Term of Office 
 
The term of each Trustee serving ex officio shall be continuous of the elected office by which 
he/she attains his/her status as ex-officio Trustees.  The term of the Trustee elected by the 
Municipal Council from its membership shall also be coterminous with his/her council term.  To 
ensure staggered terms, with respect to the initial board, two of the remaining Trustees shall serve 
one year, one shall serve two years and two shall serve three years(Ord of 10-3-2006) 
 
Section 6-171 Organization 
The Trustees shall annually elect one Trustee to serve as Chairperson.  The Chairperson may 
establish sub-committees and/or ad hoc task related committees to carry out the purposes of the 
Trust Fund.  Chairpersons of the sub-committees may be selected by the members of the sub-
committees.  
 
Section 6-172 Filling of Vacancies 
 
In the event of a vacancy in the position of Trustee, the appointment shall be made in the same 
manner as the original appointment.  Appointments to unexpired terms shall not exceed the 
expiration period of the original appointment.  (Ord of 10-3-2006) 
 
Section 6-173 Meetings, quorum 
 
Meetings of the Trust Fund shall be held on a regular basis.  In any event, the Trustees shall meet 
quarterly, no less than four times per calendar year.  Special meetings may be called by the 
Chairperson or by and (2) Trustees.  Notice of any meeting of the Trust Fund shall be filed with the 
City Clerk and posted in accordance with MGL Chapter 39 Section 23B, the open meeting law.  
Four (4) Trustees shall constitute a quorum but a majority vote of the full membership shall be 
required to approve any motion. (Ord of 10-3-2006) 
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Section 6-174 Powers and Duties 
 
The Taunton Municipal Affordable Housing Trust Fund shall have the responsibility to support the 
construction and preservation of affordable housing in order to secure rental and home ownership 
opportunities for the City’s low and moderate income individuals and families.  The Trust Fund 
shall have the powers and duties specified in Chapter 491 of the Legislative Acts of 2004 provided 
that it shall have no ability to borrow money, or mortgage or pledge trust assets without prior 
Municipal Council approval.  It shall have the following additional powers and duties; 

A. To establish criteria and/or qualifications for recipients and expenditures in accordance 
with the Trust Fund’s above stated purposes. 
B. To employ professional consultants and full or part-time staff, to contract for 
administrative and support goods and services, and to expend up to ten percent of the Trust 
Fund’s receipts for these purposes.  The City Solicitor shall serve as Legal Counsel to the 
trust.  The Trust may, upon recommendation of the City Solicitor, appoint additional legal 
counsel if necessary. (Ord of 10-3-2006) 

 
Section 6-175 Custodian of the Trust’s Funds 
 
The City of Taunton’s treasurer shall be the custodian of the Trust’s funds and shall maintain 
separate accounts and records for said funds.  He or she shall invest funds in the manner authorized 
by Sections 55, 55A and 55B of Chapter 44 of the General laws.  Any income or proceeds received 
from the investment of funds shall be credited to and become part of the Trust. (Ord of 10-3-2006) 
 
Section 6-176 Miscellaneous 
 
A. Notwithstanding any general or special law to the contrary, all monies paid to the Trust in 
accordance with any zoning ordinance of by-law, exaction fee, or private contributions shall be 
paid directly into the Trust and need not be appropriated or accepted and approved into the Trust.  
General revenues appropriated into the Trust become Trust property and to be expended these 
funds need not be further appropriated.  All monies remaining in the Trust at the end of any fiscal 
year, whether or not expended by the Board within 1 year of the date they were appropriated into 
the Trust, remain Trust property. 
B.  To employ professional consultants and full or part-time staff, to contract for administrative and 
support goods and services, and to expend up to ten percent of the Trust Fund’s receipts for these 
purposes.  The City Solicitor shall serve as Legal Counsel to the Trust.  The Trust may, upon 
recommendation of the City Solicitor, appoint additional legal counsel if necessary. 
C.  The trust is a public employee and the members of the board are public employees for purposes 
of Chapter 268A 
D. The Trust shall be deemed a municipal agency and the Trustees special municipal employees, 
for purposes of Chapter 268A 
E. The Trust is exempt from Chapters 59 and 62, and from any other provisions concerning 
payment of taxes upon or measured by property or income imposed by the Commonwealth or any 
political subdivision thereof. 
F. the books and records of the Trust shall be audited annually by an independent auditor in 
accordance with accepted accounting services 
G. The Trust is a governmental body for purposes of sections 23A, 23B and 23C of Chapter 39 
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 H. The Trust is a board of the City of Taunton for purposes of Chapetr30B and section 15A of 
Chapter 40; but agreements and conveyances between the Trust and agencies, boards, 
commissions, authorities, departments and public instrumentalities of the City of Taunton shall be 
exempt from said Chapter 30B. 
I. The Committee shall issue an annual report of its activities, including receipts, expenditures, 
income, appropriations account balances and summaries to the Municipal Council no later than 
September 1st. 
J. Revenue from the Trust established hereunder shall not be utilized to subsidize any City 
departmental budget except to the extent that the fund may reimburse City departments for the 
reasonable cost of providing service to the fund where such cost is documented, and the service is 
hereby under the terms of this document or for the trust to perform its functions. (Ord of 10-3-
2006) 
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Chapter 7 
 

FIRE PREVENTION AND PROTECTION" 
Art.    I.  In General, secs 7-1-7-16 
Art.   II.  Fire Department, secs 7-17--7-47 
 

ARTICLE I. IN GENERAL 
 
Secs. 7-1-7-16. Reserved. 
 

ARTICLE II. FIRE DEPARTMENT 
 
Sec. 7-17. To be under supervision of committee on fire and wires. 
 
The committee on fire and wires shall supervise the administration of the fire department, except as 
limited hereafter. They shall also have the general supervision of the apparatus and machinery 
connected with the fire alarm systems, subject to any regulations for the use of the same, and shall 
locate the signal boxes. (Rev. Ords. 1964, sec 7-1, Ord of 7-11-2000) 
 
Sec. 7-18. Composition. 
 
(a) The fire department shall consist of the chief of the department, hereinafter called the chief, four 
(4) deputy chiefs, seven (7) captains, one (l)master mechanic, sixteen (16) lieutenants, ninety (90) 
privates, all to be divided into companies as the number of engines, ladder trucks and other fire 
apparatus and equipment belonging to the city shall from time to time require. 
 
 (b) They shall rank in the order named. Seniority as between officers of equal rank shall be 
determined by the length of service in that rank, the officer serving the longest to be the senior. 
When periods of service in rank are equal, seniority shall be determined by the length of permanent 
service in the department. The chief shall assign the various members of the department to the 
various stations and companies, designate their duties, and shall, if the good of the service 
warrants, maintain a regular schedule of rotation for the personnel of the department from company 
to company and station to station. There shall be two (2) men in each company properly trained and 
instructed in driving and operating each piece of fire apparatus. (Rev. Ords. 1964, sec 7-2; Ord. of 
4-15-75; Ord. of 1-4-83; Ord. of 3-5-85) 
 
*Cross references-Buildings and building regulations, Ch. 4; health and sanitation, Ch. 9. 
tCross references-Administration generally, Ch. 2; police department, Ch. 18, Art. III. 
State Law reference-Fires, fire departments and  districts, M.G.L.A., c. 48. 
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Sec. 7-19. Appointment of members. 
 
The officers and members of the department shall be appointed by the municipal council in 
accordance with civil service statutes applicable thereto. (Rev. Ords. 1964, sec 7-3; Ord. of 11-12-
91, sec 1) 
 
Sec. 7-20. Fire chief-Generally; appointment; vacancy. 
 
(a) The chief of the fire department shall be appointed by the municipal council in accordance with 
the civil service laws applicable thereto. The fire chief shall be the executive officer of the 
department and shall perform all of the duties required by law and by ordinance and by the rules 
and regulations of the department. 
 
(b) The salary of the chief of the fire department shall equal two hundred (200) percent of a third-
year firefighter's base pay and 200 percent of the hazardous duty and night differential. In addition 
to his/her salary, the chief of the fire department shall be entitled to all of the privileges, benefits, 
allowances to which members of the fire department are entitled by contract or otherwise. (Rev. 
Ords. 1964, sec 7-4; Ord. of 11-12-91, sec 2; Ord of 9-26-2000) 
 
Sec. 7-21. Same--Officer first on civil service list in absence of chief. 
 
In the absence of the chief and when requested by the chief to do so, the deputy chief or captain 
who is first on the civil service promotional list for fire chief shall assume the executive duties of 
the chief mentioned in this chapter. Any matter not of emergency nature shall await the return of 
the chief of the department. If no civil service promotional list exists, then the senior deputy chief 
shall assume such duties. (Rev. Ords. 1964, sec 7-5; Ord. of 5-5-92) 
 
Sec. 7-22. Deputy chiefs. 
 
(a) In the case of the absence, illness or disability of the chief and when requested by the chief to do 
so, the deputy chief or captain who is first on the civil service promotional list for fire chief shall 
assume all the duties and authority of the chief; and in case of the absence, illness or disability of 
the chief and such deputy chief or captain who is first on the civil service promotional list for fire 
chief, the deputy chief or captain who is second on the civil service promotional list for fire chief 
shall assume all of the executive duties of the chief. Any matter not of emergency nature shall 
await the return of the chief of the department. 
 
(b) If no civil service list exists, then the senior deputy chief shall assume such duties and authority. 
(Rev. Ords. 1964, sec 7-6; Ord. of 5-5-92) 
 
Sec. 7-23. Captains. 
 
The captains shall see that the motor vehicles, engines and apparatus committed to their care and 
buildings in which they are kept and all things appertaining thereto are neatly kept and are fully 
efficient for immediate use. They shall preserve and enforce order and discipline at all times in 
their respective companies and require a strict compliance with the provisions of these Revised 
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Ordinances, ordinances of the city and rules and regulations of the department. In case of the 
absence, illness or disability of one (1) or more deputy chiefs, his/her or their duties and authority 
shall be assumed and performed by a captain or captains in the order of his/her or their seniority. 
(Rev. Ords. 1964, sec 7-7) 
 
Sec. 7-24. Lieutenants. 
 
The lieutenants shall assume the duties and responsibilities of their captains in their absence and 
shall perform such other duties as may be assigned them by proper authority. (Rev. Ords. 1964, sec 
7-8) 
 
Sec. 7-25. Mechanic. 
 
(a) The chief of the fire department may appoint, subject to confirmation by the municipal council, 
a mechanic who shall act as supervisor of motor vehicles and motor apparatus in the department 
and who shall, under the direction of the chief of the fire department, have full charge of repairs on 
all motor vehicles and motor apparatus used and employed in connection with the administration of 
the fire department, and shall perform such other duties pertaining to the care, maintenance and 
repair of all motor vehicles and motor apparatus allocated and transferred or delivered to the fire 
department as the chief of the fire department or any deputy chief thereof, duly authorized by the 
chief, may direct. 
 
(b) The mechanic shall be subject to call at all times when services as mechanic are required. (Rev. 
Ords. 1964, sec 7-9) 
 
Sec. 7-26. Assignment of members of department as clerk, telephone operators, etc. 
 
The chief may assign members of the department to duty as clerk, telephone operators, aid to the 
chief, inspectors and other special duty as may be required for the good of the service, but no such 
assignment shall interfere with the fire duty of the personnel so assigned, as fixed by the rules and 
regulations of the department. (Rev. Ords. 1964, sec 7-12) 
 
Sec. 7-27. Training officer; schedule to be maintained; instructions to members; gas masks 
and first aid kits to be provided.  
 
The chief may designate members of the department to act as training officer, director of physical 
education and director of first aid, who may be the same person. Training schedules may be 
maintained for all members of the department, on the various equipment and apparatus. There shall 
be a schedule of physical exercise and instructions shall be given in first aid. It shall be the duty of 
the member so designated to perform such duty as the chief may direct but shall respond to alarms 
of fire as assigned. All members of the department shall be instructed in the location and sizes of 
all water mains and hydrants in the city. The location of the hydrants in the city shall be viewed by 
all members of the department as part of their training. Self contained breathing apparatus and first-
aid kits shall be provided for all motor apparatus, and proper training shall be given the members in 
the use thereof. (Rev. Ords. 1964 sec 7-13, Ord of 7-11-2000) 
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Sec. 7-28. Duties of chief at fire; authority to order buildings demolished; protection of 
property damage. 
 
In case of fire, the chief, or such subordinate officer or officers as he/she may designate, shall 
attend the fire. The chief shall have sole control of fires over all other officers and members of the 
department and shall direct all proper measures for the extinguishment of fires and the protection of 
life and property. The chief may order any house or building to be torn down or demolished when 
he/she judges the same necessary to prevent the spread of fire and shall have full power and 
authority to order or cause any electric wire or wires to be cut or removed and the electric current 
therein discontinued until the fire is extinguished. In the absence of the chief at a fire the officer 
next in rank who is present shall execute the duties of the office with the full powers of the chief. 
Officers in charge of each company immediately upon arriving at a fire shall report to the chief 
officer there in command and shall direct the operations of his/her company and the apparatus and 
equipment thereof under the orders of such officer. The police department shall establish fire lines 
at fires and exclude all unauthorized persons therefrom. The senior officer in charge of every fire, 
before leaving the scene, when damage has been done to a building so that it cannot be locked up, 
unless the owner or occupant is present, shall see that the property is turned over for protection 
from unauthorized entry, to an officer of the police department. (Rev. Ords. 1964, sec 7-14) 
 
Sec. 7-29. Inspections; reports. 
 
In addition to other inspections, the chief or a deputy chief shall make periodical inspection of all 
apparatus, tools and equipment of the various stations and companies. Record of the inspection and 
findings of the inspecting officer shall be kept at each station. (Rev. Ords. 1964, sec7-15) 
 
Sec. 7-30. Inspection of oil burners and combustible fluids. 
 
Inspection of oil burners and combustible fluids, as required by law, shall be performed by 
members of the department assigned to such duty by the chief, in compliance with the rules and 
regulations of the department of public safety. (Rev. Ords. 1964, sec 7-16; Ord. of 2-19-85, sec 2; 
Ord. of 6-27-89) 
 
Sec. 7-30.1. Reserved. 
 
Editor's note-An ordinance of June 27, 1989, amended Ch. 7 by striking provisions formerly codified as sec 7-30.1, 
which pertained to inspection of tank trucks and fees therefor, and were derived from sec 5 of an ordinance adopted 
Feb. 19, 1985. 
 
Sec. 7-31. Examination of buildings. 
 
The chief shall cause examinations and inspections to be made of all buildings and places where 
combustible materials may be collected or deposited, as required by law, and whenever, in the 
chief’s opinion, the same are dangerous or liable to cause fire, the chief may order the owner, 
tenant or occupant to remove the same. In case of neglect or refusal so to do the chief may cause 
the same to be removed at the expense of the owner, tenant or occupant. No person shall obstruct 
the members of the department or any of their agents in carrying out the provisions of this section. 
The chief shall be vigilant in the enforcement of all laws and ordinances relating to the prevention 
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of fires, and shall cause prosecution to be instituted or any violation thereof. (Rev. Ords. 1964, sec 
7-17) 
 
Sec. 7-31.1. Inspection for smoke detectors. 
 
In accordance with Massachusetts General Laws chapter 148, as recently amended, the fire 
department shall inspect dwelling units sold within the city with regard to the number and location 
of approved smoke detectors properly installed in such units. (Ord. of 4-13-82; Ord. of 2-19-85, sec 
3; Ord. of 6-27-89) 
 
Sec. 7-31.2. Alarm telephone devices. 
 
(a) Permits required. It is unlawful for any person to use or cause to be used an electrical or 
mechanical device or attachment to a telephone that automatically reports a taped or other recorded 
message of a fire emergency directly to fire headquarters without first obtaining a permit for such 
installation or connection from the head of the fire department. 
 
(b) Penalty for violation. Each such non-permit call shall be deemed a separate violation 
punishable as a misdemeanor. 
 
(c) Revocation of permit. Any permit for such connection or installation may be revoked for cause 
at any time by the head of the fire department. 
 
(d) Permit fee. A fee of twenty-five dollars ($25.00) for the permit (one time only) will be used to 
connect a special incoming telephone reserved only for this purposes. (Ord. of 7-15-86) 
 
Sec. 7-32. Members of department to wear badges; restrictions as to fire lines. 
 
All members of the department while on duty shall wear authorized badges and uniforms of the fire 
department, as may be determined by the chief. All such badges shall be furnished at the expense 
of the city. No person without such badge, except the mayor, members of the municipal council, 
state officers and police officers, shall enter within the lines forced at a fire, without the permission 
of the officer in charge thereat. No person not a member of the department shall wear such badge 
except upon authority of the chief.(Rev. Ords. 1964, sec 7-18) 
 
Sec. 7-34. Suspension of members generally. 
 
Any member of the department who shall neglect or refuse to perform their duty, or be guilty of 
disorderly conduct, or conduct prejudicial to good order or discipline, or conduct unbecoming a 
member of the department, or who is absent without leave, or disobedient to a superior officer, or 
guilty of cowardice, or shirking duty, or of any violation of the rules, regulations or ordinances 
governing the department may be suspended by the chief, who shall forthwith file a written report 
thereof, and charges against the member, with the city clerk, addressed to the municipal council. 
Charges in writing may be filed with the municipal council against any officer or member of the 
department by the mayor, a member of the municipal council, an officer of the department or any 
citizen. When charges are filed by the mayor or a member of the municipal council such person 
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filing the charges may be excused from sitting in judgment thereon. The municipal council may by 
vote at any time remove, suspend for a definite period, demote, discipline or penalize any and all 
officers and members of the department for just cause, in which case the city clerk shall cause to be 
delivered to such officer or member a written notice thereof stating the action of the council and the 
reasons therefor. In all cases of suspension or charges against an officer or member of the 
department the municipal council shall, in accordance with the provisions of the civil service laws, 
give a hearing thereon and take such action as it shall deem proper. Complete records of all 
suspensions, removals, disciplinary action and penalties against an officer or member of the 
department shall be kept at headquarters. (Rev. Ords. 1964, sec 7-20) 
 
Sec. 7-35. Reports and orders to be filed; record of members and fires; fee for copies. 
 
(a) Copies of all reports and written orders made by the members of the department shall be kept on 
file at fire headquarters. The chief shall cause to be kept exact rolls of the respective companies 
setting forth the date of admission, age and discharge of each member, and the platoon assignment 
and duty assignment of each member of the department. The chief shall cause to be kept a full 
record of all fires occurring during the year in the city with the probable or known cause thereof, 
the number of fires, a description of buildings or property destroyed or damaged thereby, the names 
of the owners and occupants, the estimated damage or loss and the amount of insurance thereon. 
The officer in charge of each station shall keep, or cause to be kept, an exact roll of the members 
thereof, specifying the date of admission and discharge, the age of each member, the duty assigned 
to him/her and a record of all city property in his/her care and in the care of the several members or 
station. They shall keep records of all absences and neglect of duty of the members of their 
company. Such records shall be kept in books provided by the city, which shall be open to 
inspection by the chief, the committee on fire and wires and members of the municipal council. A 
roll shall be called of all officers and members of a platoon reporting for duty and being relieved 
from duty, a record of responses and absences kept and other important orders and conditions 
recorded, and a daily report of all officers or members absent or late shall be forwarded to fire 
headquarters. Any member reporting for duty after roll call shall be considered late and so 
recorded. Punctuality of all members in reporting for duty and being relieved therefrom shall be 
rigidly enforced. 
 
(b) Copies of all such reports and orders made hereunder, including fire incident reports and orders 
of warning, shall be provided to interested parties upon payment to the chief of a fee of five dollars 
($5.00). (Rev. Ords. 1964, sec 7-21; Ord. of 2-19-85, sec 6) 
 
Sec. 7-36. Chief to recommend rules and regulations; officers to make written report to chief. 
 
For the better government, discipline and good order of the department the chief shall recommend 
to the committee on fire and wires from time to time rules and regulations, subject to the approval 
of the municipal council and not repugnant to the laws of the commonwealth or the ordinances of 
the city. The chief shall file a recommendation on any matter referred to him/her by the committee 
or by the municipal council. The chief shall, at least once during his/her term of office, recommend 
for adoption rules and regulations for the department. The chief shall file an annual report with the 
municipal council at the end of each fiscal year. At such other times as the committee or the 
municipal council may order, the chief shall make a detailed report on any matter connected with 
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the department, with such recommendations as may enhance the efficiency of the department. 
Officers in charge of companies shall make a full report to the officer in charge of the department 
of all members of their companies, an accurate schedule of all property entrusted to their care and 
such other reports as may be requested of them. All officers on duty at a fire, in charge of 
apparatus, shall make a written report of the fire, including the probable or known cause thereof, 
and the names of the members of his/her company on duty, and to what extent the apparatus under 
his control was used, to fire headquarters. (Rev. Ords. 1964, sec 7-22) 
 
Sec. 7-37. Parades; companies not to leave city without permission.  
 
The several companies of the department shall parade for exercise and instruction at such times and 
places and in such manner as the chief or committee on fire and wires shall direct, but no company 
shall leave the city, with or without their apparatus for excursions or other public occasions, except 
to attend a fire in an emergency, unless permission has been obtained from the municipal council, 
and for such time only as it may direct. (Rev. Ords. 1964; sec 7-23) 
 
Sec. 7-38. Aid to neighboring cities or towns. 
 
In case of fire in neighboring cities or towns, no member or company of the department shall leave 
the city, with or without their apparatus, except by order of the officer in charge of the department, 
who is hereby authorized to give such order. Such order shall not be given except in case of great 
emergency at the request of the officer in charge of the department of such city or town. (Rev. 
Ords. 1964, sec7-24) 
 
State law reference-Authorized M.G.L.A., c. 48, sec 59A. 
 
Sec. 7-40. Workweek. 
 
(a) The average weekly hours of duty in any year of the members of the fire department, other than 
hours during which such members may be summoned and kept on duty because of conflagrations, 
shall be forty-two (42) in number. 
 
(b) The schedule of daily working hours shall be established by rules and regulations as set forth by 
the chief of the department. (Rev. Ords. 1964, sec 7-26; Ord. of 12-23-68; Ord. of 3-25-75) 
 
Sec. 7-41. Paid holidays. 
 
Paid holidays shall be in conformance with the most recently agreed upon and signed contract with 
Taunton Firefighters Union Local 1391. (Rev. Ords. 1964, sec 7-27; Ord. of 9-21-71; Ord. of 1-27-
76, Ord of 7-11-2000) 
 
Sec. 7-42. Compensation for working out of grade. 
 
Compensation for working out of grade shall be in conformance with the most recently agreed 
upon and signed contract with Taunton Firefighters Union Local 1391. (Rev. Ords. 1964, sec 7-29; 
Ord. of 12-23-68, Ord of 7-11-2000)  
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Sec. 7-43. Sick leave allowance for fire department members. 
 
Sick leave allowance shall be in conformance with the most recently agreed upon and signed 
contract with Taunton Firefighters Union Local 1391. (Rev. Ords. 1964, sec 7-30; Ord. of 7-28-70; 
Ord. of 9-21-70, Ord of 7-11-2000) 
 
Sec. 7-44. Uniform allowance. 
 
Uniform allowance shall be in conformance with the most recently agreed upon and signed contract 
with Taunton Firefighters Union Local 1391. (Rev. Ords. 1964, sec14-13A; Ord. of 12-13-77; Ord. 
of 1-31-78, Ord of 7-11-2000) 
 
Sec. 7-45. Library of certain literature. 
 
The city shall establish; equip and maintain a library of literature regarding fire fighters' training 
and responsibilities. (Rev. Ords. 1964, sec 7-32; Ord. of 7-28-70) 
 
Sec. 7-46. Fees for inspections, permits, etc. 
 
The fees set out below shall be charged by the fire department for inspections, permits and services 
performed by the department: 
Fee Schedule 
(1)  Oil burner permits $30.00 
             Inspect installation $20.00 
(2)  Propane permits $30.00 
             Inspect installation $20.00 
3)  Tank installations, per tank $200.00 
             Inspect installation $100.00 
(4)  Tank removal, per tank $200.00 
             Inspect Removal $100.00 
(5)  Tank registration, per tank $40.00 
(6)  Tank truck inspection $80.00 
(7)  Flammable permit $50.00 
(8)  Blasting permit $50.00 
(9)  Black powder, gunpowder $25.00 
   Commercial permit $50.00 
(10)  Fireworks permit $50.00 
             Inspect Site and Display $50.00 
(11)  Rocket permit $10.00 
(12)  Burning permit $5.00 
(13)  Sprinkler and fire alarm inspection 
commercial/industrial/business 

$300.00 

(14)  Re-inspection of number (13) above, each 
re-inspection 

$150.00 

(15) Fire reports $10.00 
(16) Smoke detectors, M.G.L. c. 148, section  
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260, 26E, 26F 
a.  One (1) family $50.00 
b.  Two (2) family $100.00 
b.   Three (3) to six (6) families $150.00 
c.   Seven (7) families and above $500.00 
(17)  Re-inspection #16 $30.00 
(18)  Hotel and motel function areas, per room $60.00 
(19)  Fire warnings, New Dwellings $40.00 
(20)  Quarterly inspections $150.00 
Hospitals/ Nursing homes $150.00 
Group homes,  $150.00 
Day care homes $150.00 
Hotel and motel $150.00 
Theatres $150.00 
(21) Rooming and Boardinghouses, per unit $30.00 
(22) Re-inspection of number (21) above, per 
unit 

$20.00 

(23) Suppression System $200.00 
Kitchen hood systems $200.00 
Explosion Proof Rooms $200.00 
Re-Inspect $100.00 
(24) Cutting and Welding Permit $50.00 
(25) Tar Kettle Permit $50.00 
(26) Tire Storage Permit $50.00 
          Inspect Tire Storage $50.00 
(27) Salamander Permit $50.00 
(28) Fire Alarm/ Sprinkler Maintenance Permit $50.00 
(29) Rubbish Containers/ Dumpster Permits $50.00 
(30) Environmental Reports, 21E Reports $150.00 
 
(Ord. of 6-27-89; Ord. of 12-17-91; Ord of 2-18-2003; Ord of 8-5-03: Ord of 4-11-2006) 
 
Sec. 7-47. Fire alarm system malfunctions-Defined, fines. 
 
(a) Definition. For purposes of this section a false fire alarm shall be defined as any false fire alarm 
caused by: 
 

(1)  The operation of a faulty smoke or heat detection device. 
(2)  A faulty control panel or associated equipment. 
(3)  A water pressure surge in automatic sprinkler equipment. 
(4)  Accidental operation of an automatic sprinkler system.  
(5)  An action by an employee of the owner or occupant of the protected premises or a 
contractor employed by the owner or the occupant, causing accidental activation of the 
internal fire alarm system. 
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False fire alarms caused by acts of God, including, but not limited to, power outages, hurricanes, 
tornadoes, earthquakes, thunderstorms, or adverse weather or atmospheric disturbances, shall not 
be subject to fines. When the malfunction is caused by a defect in the building which results in 
leakage and accidental activation, such activation shall be considered a false fire alarm. 
 
(b) Applicability. This section shall apply to all private fire alarm systems connected to the fire 
department through a central station system or other automatic means, i.e., automatic telephone 
dialers. For purposes of this section, a multi-structure complex owned and/or operated by one (1) 
owner, association, trust, corporation, tenant association or condominium association shall be 
deemed to be one (1) location alarm. 
 
(c) Notification of owner after repeated false alarms. Upon the recording of the third false alarm by 
the fire department within the period of one (1) calendar year, the chief shall notify the owner of 
the building of such fact by certified mail and shall include the department's policy with regard to 
fines assessed for false alarms. 
 
(d) Fines. Fines shall be assessed as follows: 
Fourth through sixth malfunction ..............    $100.00 
Seventh through eleventh malfunction ..........     200.00 
Each malfunction after the eleventh ............     300.00 
 
 (e) Billing; criminal complaints. Property owners will be billed once a month for the previous 
month's malfunction activity. If payment is not received within thirty (30) days, a second notice 
will be sent. If payment is not received within a second thirty-day period, the fire chief may seek a 
criminal complaint in Taunton District Court for violation of this section and failure to pay the 
fines assessed, or proceed within noncriminal disposition of the matter in accordance with 
Massachusetts General Laws chapter 40, section 21D. 
 
(f) Appeal procedure. Any fire alarm system owner who is aggrieved by an action taken by the fire 
chief under this section may, within ten (10) days after notice of such action file an appeal in 
writing to the municipal council. The council shall hold a hearing within thirty (30) days and shall 
forthwith issue a written decision in which it affirms, annuls or modifies the action taken by the fire 
chief. Such decision shall be mailed by certified mail to the owner and filed with the city clerk 
within ten (10) days after hearing. The decision of the council shall be a final administrative 
decision. The owner shall have thirty (30) days from the date of the filing of the written decision in 
the office of the city clerk to seek judicial review in a court of competent jurisdiction. 
 
(g) Regulations and enforcement. The fire chief may promulgate such regulations as may be 
necessary to implement this section. The fire chief is authorized to pursue such legal action as may 
be necessary to enforce this section. 
 
(h) Severability. The provisions of this section shall be deemed to be severable, and if any of its 
provisions shall be held unconstitutional by any court of competent jurisdiction, the decision of 
such court shall not affect or impair any of the remaining provisions.(Ord. of 5-5-92; Ord. of 1-11-
94, secs 1, 2) 
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Sec 7-48 Penalty on Overdue Fire Detail Invoices 
 
1) Any individual, business, corporation, agency or unincorporated association who hires a fire 
detail shall be responsible for payment of the invoice for detail services within thirty (30) calendar 
days from the date the service was provided or thirty (30) days after an invoice for services is 
postmarked, whichever is later.  Interest shall begin to accrue and be charged on any balance 
remaining unpaid after the expiration of the thirtieth (30th) day (as described above).  Interest shall 
be charged beginning the thirty-first (31st) day and continuing each day thereafter. At a rate of 14%, 
per annum compounded daily.   
 
2) The local licensing authorities shall not issue, transfer or renew any existing license, permits for 
any individual, business, corporation, agency or unincorporated association who has unpaid detail 
monies due to the municipal corporation 
 
3) Notwithstanding any other provision of these ordinances, any individual, business, corporation, 
agency, or unincorporated association who has had two or more delinquencies greater than sixty 
(60) days in the past five years, will be required to prepay any amount which, in the estimation of 
the Fire Chief, shall amount to approximately 75% of the anticipated cost of the detail work to be 
provided. 
 
(4) All applicants who apply for police details shall sign a contract for services which contains the 
terms of the section.  Failure to sign may result in denial of details and appropriate licenses or 
permits, but the failure of any applicant to sign such a contract shall not prevent the provisions of 
this section from applying to said applicant. (Ord 6-4-2002, Ord of 6-1-2004)  
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Chapter 8 

 
Garbage , Trash and Refuse 

 
Art I.  In General  sec 8-1 - 8-18 
At II. City Landfill Site secs 8-19- 8-46 
 Div. 1. Generally secs 8-19 - 8-37 
 Div 2.  Scavenging Contract secs 8-38 - 8-46 

 
Article I. In General 

 
Sec.  8-1.  Contracts for Collection 
 
The solid waste committee of the municipal council is hereby authorized to invite and receive bids 
for the collection of ashes, refuse and debris, and subject to the provisions of those ordinances 
governing the awarding of public bids, the municipal council is authorized to award the contracts 
for such collection of ashes, refuse and debris (Rev. Ords. 1964, sec 18-41; Ord of 9-28-71; Ord of 
8-29-95) 
 
Sec. 8-2. Noxious Refuse: Transportation regulated. 
 
No person, other than employees of the city engaged in public work, shall deposit in, transport or 
carry through and public street, way, sidewalk or other public place of the city, house offal, filth or 
other noxious refuse matter, except in accordance with a permit from the board of health (Rev. 
Ords. 1964, sec 12-15) 
 
Sec. 8-3 Collection Rules and Regulations 
 
The commissioner of public works, with the approval of the municipal council committee on solid 
waste, shall adopt written rules and regulations governing the preparation, sorting, and collection of 
solid waste, recyclables, compostables and related materials. (Ord of 8-29-95) 
 
Secs 8-4 -8-18. Reserved. 
 

ARTICLE II: City Landfill Site 
 

Division 1. Generally 
 
Sec 8-19. Use Generally 
 
All residents of the city are permitted to dump or deposit ashes, dirt, leaves or other material or 
matter in land owned by the City located on the northerly side of East Britannia Street and easterly 
of Broadway, being more familiarly known as the city landfill site; provided such refuse, debris or 
matter is not detrimental to the public health or might become so, in the judgment of the board of 
health. Any person violating this prohibition, order or rule shall be punished as provided in section 
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1-6 and, in addition, shall be compelled to remove such refuse, debris, material or matter on order 
issued by the board of health delivered to such person by the board of health or its duly authorized 
representative. (Rev. Ords. 1964, sec 4-1) 
 
Cross references- Health and sanitation, Ch 9; facilities for the treatment, storage or disposal of solid waste, sewage, 
garbage or trash restricted, sec 14-2; sewers and drains, Ch 19   
State law reference-Public and private dumps, M.G.L.A., c114 sec 150A. 
 
Sec. 8-20. Jurisdiction of department of public works committee. 
 
The solid waste committee shall have jurisdiction over the city landfill site and may adopt such 
rules and regulations, in connection therewith, as it may deem necessary, subject to the approval of 
the mayor and the municipal council. (Rev. Ords. 1964, sec 4-2; Ord of 8-29-95) 
 
Sec. 8-21. Permit required to start fire. 
 
No fires shall be started at the city landfill site without the written permission of the chief of the 
fire department. (Rev. Ords. 1964, sec 4-3) 
 
Sec. 8-22. Powers and duties of superintendent of streets. 
 
The superintendent of streets or duly authorized representative, stationed at the city landfill site, 
may direct where refuse, debris, material or matter shall be dumped or deposited, and no person, 
after such refuse, debris, material or matter has been dumped, shall remove, spread, scatter or 
handle any part thereof without permission, in writing, of the superintendent of streets or  duly 
authorized representative, and such person, after dumping has been completed, shall leave the 
premises. (Rev. Ords. 1964, sec 4-4) 
 
Sec. 8-23. Hours of operation. 
 
(a) The hours or time within which dumping or depositing is permitted at the city landfill site shall 
be from 7:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.; Monday through Saturday, excluding holidays. No departure from 
such schedule shall be permitted without the written consent of the committee or the superintendent 
of streets or their duly authorized representative. 
(b) No person shall enter or remain upon the premises familiarly known as the city landfill site, 
except during the hours established under this section. Any person who enters or remains on said 
premises at any time other than during the hours established under this section shall be deemed to 
be a trespasser, and shall be punished as provided by Section 1-5 of these Revised Ordinances. 
(Rev. Ords. 1964, sec 4-5; Ord. of 11-17-70) 
 
Sec. 8-24. Vehicle stickers. 
revoked 
 (Ord. of 11-1-71; Ord. of 8-29-78; Ord. of 5:19-87; ord of 8-29-95) 
 
State law reference-Motor vehicles and traffic, Ch. 13. 
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Sec. 8-27. Illegal dumping; penalty for same. 
 
No one shall dump or tip garbage, trash or refuse in any form other than at the city dump upon 
payment of the appropriate fee. Any violation of this section shall be punishable by a fine in the 
amount of seven hundred dollars ($700.00). (Ord. of 11-20-90)(ord of 3-31-98) 
 
Section 8-28 Duty of Property Owners to keep Premises Free of Litter and Weeds 
(a)  The owner or person in control of any private property or business property shall at all times 
maintain the premises free of litter:  provided, however, that this section shall not prohibit the 
storage of litter in authorized private receptacles for collection or as otherwise provided for by law. 
 
(b)   The owner or person in control of any lot shall, at all times, control the growth of any wild 
plants or cultivated plants, or the existence of any obstruction, so as not to interfere or obstruct the 
view of a reasonable person to oncoming traffic who is exiting from any private driveway or 
private way onto a public way or a way to which the public has right of access. 
 
(c)   Litter shall be defined for the purposes of section (a) as:  any paper, cardboard, cans, bottles, 
plastic goods, glass goods, used construction material, roof shingled, boards with nails, cut lumber 
less than 3 feet in length, used motor vehicle parts, - boat parts – engine parts, or other mechanical 
parts, household appliances or any other object, that a reasonable person would believe has been 
discarded or otherwise left outside, uncovered, and exposed to the weather unused for the purpose 
for which it was manufactured.   
 
(d)   Violations of this section shall be subject to the provisions of Massachusetts General Laws, c. 
21D and/or fines as follows: 
 
 First Offense……………$50.00            
 Second Offense………..$100.00      
                                 Third/Subsequent………$300.00 
(Ord of 9-21-2004) 
 
Secs. 8-29-8-37. Reserved. 
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Chapter 9 
 

HEALTH AND SANITATION" 
 
Art.    I.  In General, secs 9-1-9-19 
Art.   II.  Board of Health, secs 9-20-9-37 
Art.   III.  Sanitary Inspector and Housing and Code Enforcement Inspector, secs 9-38-9-55 
Art.   IV.  Milk, secs 9-56-9-13 
Art.    V.  Reserved, secs 9-74-9-98 
Art.   VI.  Taunton Nursing Home, secs 9-99-9-103 

 
ARTICLE I. IN GENERAL 

 
Secs. 9-1-9-19. Reserved. 
 

ARTICLE II. BOARD OF HEALTH* 
 
Sec. 9-20. Composition; term of office; removal of members; filling vacancies.  
 
The board of health shall consist of three (3) physicians. They shall be chosen for the term of three 
(3) years by the municipal council in January of each year on a staggered basis. The term of office 
of the members of the board of health shall begin on the first Monday of February next succeeding 
their election. Any member of the board of health may be removed by the municipal council for 
cause after due notice and hearing. Any vacancy on the board shall be filled by the municipal 
council in like manner for the unexpired term. (Rev. Ords. 1964, sec 8-1) 
 
*Cross reference-Administration generally, Ch. 2. 
State law reference-Board of health, M.G.L.A., c. 111, sec 26. 
 
Sec. 9-21. Appointment of agents. 
 
The board of health may appoint suitable persons to act as its agents. In default of any appointment 
of an agent and in any case whenever requested by the board of health, the chief of police and  
subordinate officers shall carry into execution all rules and regulations made by the board of health, 
and all provisions of these Revised Ordinances and other ordinances of the city, respecting 
nuisances, sources of filth and causes of sickness within the city, and respecting articles containing 
or conveying infection or contagion or creating sickness brought into the city; and shall 
immediately report thereon to the board of health; and shall under the direction of that board cause 
all such nuisances, sources of filth and causes of sickness to be forthwith abated. (Rev. Ords. 1964, 
sec 8-2) 
 
State law reference--Authority of board to appoint agents, M.G.L.A., c. 111, sec 27. 
 
Secs. 9-22-9-37. Reserved. 
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ARTICLE III. SANITARY/ HOUSING/ CODE ENFORCEMENT INSPECTOR 

 
Sec. 9-38. Offices created; duties generally. 
(a)  There shall be an appropriate number of Sanitary Inspectors employed to carry out the 

necessary and required duties of the Board of health. 
(b) Duties of Sanitary Inspectors include, but are not limited to the following; performing routine 

and necessary inspections of retail food and food service establishments, mobile food vehicles 
and units, residential kitchens, nursing homes, lounges, schools, temporary food 
establishments/services, foodborne illness investigations, public and semi-public swimming 
pools, tanning establishments, massage establishments, recreational camps, rooming and 
lodging houses, hotels/motels, septage pumpers and haulers, on-site subsurface sewage disposal 
systems required inspections and duties, performing housing inspections and vendor rents 
inspections to enforce state housing code regulations, performing nuisance and all relevant 
complaint inspections and investigations, and all other inspections required by state regulations 
or as seen fit by the department head and Board of Health. 

 
 (Rev. Ords. 1964, sec 8-7; Ord. of 5-11-65; Ord of 9-5-2000) 
 
*Cross reference-Administration generally, Ch. 2. 
State law reference-Inspection and sale of food, drugs and various articles, M.G.L.A., c. 94. 
 
Sec. 9-39. Specific Duties and Qualifications of Sanitary Inspectors 
 
(a) The Sanitary Inspector(s) under his/her direction shall:: 
 

1.  Investigate complaints of unsanitary conditions and practices, housing code violations, 
nuisances affecting public health, and violations of state and local regulations. 

2.  Work in conjunction with federal, state, and municipal departments on collaborative 
inspections and investigations. 

3.  Correlate inspectional and laboratory findings when necessary and appropriate. 
4.  Document inspection findings at time of inspection on appropriate inspection forms and 

utilize proper procedure. 
5.  Discuss findings, actions taken, and regulatory requirements to the inspected party and 

educate on proper procedures, techniques, and practices in accordance with state and local 
regulations for various issues regulated by the Board of Health. 

6.  Enforce all state and local regulations properly, appropriately, and in accordance with 
department procedures and all applicable governing laws. 

7.  Issue licenses and permits as required. 
8.  Promote community education, interest, and cooperation on public health issues. 
9.  Attend court as needed for non-compliance issues and complete all associated duties. 
10. Perform all related duties as required and in accordance with state and local regulations and 

department procedures and policies and as assigned by the Executive Director and Board. 
11. Maintain a routine review of all applicable state and local regulations that apply to the 

Board of Health and its enforcement and regulatory duties. 
12. Attend trainings, certification courses, and educational seminars as needed, necessary, and 

as seen fit by the Executive Director or Board. 
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13. Shall obtain all necessary and applicable certifications. 
 
(b) The Sanitary Inspectors shall meet the qualifications as established and updated as necessary by 
the Board and Executive Director. 
 (Rev. Ords. 1964, sec 8-8; Ord. of 5-11-65; Ord of 9-5-2000) 
 
Sec. 9-40. Executive Director 
 
(a) There shall be an Executive Director whose duties shall include advising the Board of Health, 

overseeing the department and staff, including but not limited to the sanitary inspectors, public 
health nurse, assistant executive director, and the clerical staff.  Additional duties include but 
are not limited to overseeing the enforcement by the sanitary inspectors of all applicable 
promulgated rules and regulations of the Commonwealth, its agencies, and the City, 
specifically the state environmental code and the state sanitary code; assisting the Board of 
Health in performing any and all duties necessary and appropriate of a local Board of Health 
and in implementing local regulations; assisting the Board of Health and its agents in 
coordinating with other City, local, state, and federal agencies in regards to public and 
environmental health issues. 

 
(b) The individual is appointed to this position by the Board members of the Board of Health and 
shall be appointed for a three (3) year renewable term.. (Ord. of 10-16-84; Ord. of 10-20-87, secs 
1—3; Ord of 9-5-2000) 
 
Sec. 9-42. Public Health Nurse Duties and Qualifications 
 
(a) There shall be an appropriate number of Registered Nurses employed to carry out the necessary 
and required duties of the Board of Health, whose primary duties shall be as follows: 
 

1. To perform all necessary and required duties as per state mandates, including but not 
limited to public and parochial/private school mandated health programs and services. 

2. Provide public clinical and screening services. 
3. Possess knowledge in Tuberculosis control. 
4. Communicable disease reporting, control, and maintenance of data. 
5. Work in conjunction with City, local, state, and federal agencies as needed. 
6. Attend trainings and certification courses, and educational seminars as needed, 

necessary, and as seen fit by the Executive Director or Board. 
7. Perform all related duties as required and in accordance with state and local regulations 

and department procedures and policies and as assigned by the Executive Director and 
Board. 

 
(b) The Public Health Nurse shall meet the qualifications as established and updated as necessary 
by the Board and Executive Director. 
 (Ord. of 2-4-92; Ord of 9-5-2000) 
 
Secs. 9-43-9-55. Reserved. 
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ARTICLE IV. MILK* 

 
Sec. 9-56. Sale regulated. 
 
No person shall sell, offer for sale, hold in possession with intent to sell, exchange or deliver any 
milk or cream in the city unless such milk or cream is certified according to sections 20 to 25, 
inclusive, of chapter 180 of the General Laws, or pasteurized as provided for in section 65M, of 
chapter 94 of the General Laws. This section shall not apply to milk intended to be delivered for 
the purpose of pasteurization.(Rev. Ords. 1964, sec 8-9) 
 
Sec. 9-57. Milk to be pasteurized only once. 
 
No milk offered for sale shall be pasteurized more than once. (Rev. Ords. 1964, sec 8-10) 
 
Secs. 9-58-9-73. Reserved, 

 
ARTICLE V. RESERVED 

 
Secs. 9-74-9-98. Reserved. 
 
*State Law reference-Milk and cream, M.G.L.A., c. 94, secs 12-48E. 
Editor's note-Ordinance of Oct. 12, 1982, amended in Code by repealing former Art. V, secs 9-74-9-82, pertaining to 
the substance abuse commission and which derived from Rev. Ords. 1964, secs 2-55--2-63; Ord. of June 8, 1971; Ord. 
of July 25, 1972; Ord. of Feb. 11, 1975; Ord. of April 15, 1975; and Ord. of March 22, 1977. 
Cross reference-Department of human services to take over the functions of substance abuse commission, sec 2-224. 
 
 

ARTICLE VI. TAUNTON NURSING HOME* 
 

Sec. 9-99. Provision and maintenance. 
 
The city shall provide and maintain upon its premises at No. 350 Norton Avenue within the city, 
for persons in need of the services thereof, the Taunton Nursing Home. (Rev. Ords. 1964, sec 2-63; 
Ord. of 8-13-68) 
 
Sec. 9-100. Appointment and qualifications of directors. 
 
The nursing home shall be managed by a board of five (5) directors which shall include a member 
of the clergy; a family member of a resident of the nursing home (to be nominated by the Nursing 
Home Resident Association, if any); a business person with experience with personnel, fiscal 
management and business administration; a registered nurse; and an individual possessing a 
working knowledge of the nursing home industry and its regulations. The directors shall be 
appointed by, and may be removed from office by, the municipal council. (Rev. Ords. 1964, sec 2-
64; Ord. of 8-13-68; Ord. of 8-23-77; Ord. Of 3-23-93) 
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Sec. 9-100.1 Directors, terms of office, appointment of administrator. 
 
(a) The terms of office for the directors shall be as follows: 
One (1) year-Family member of resident. 
Two (2) years-Business person, clergyman. 
Three (3) years-Nurse, individual with working knowledge of nursing home industry. 
(b) The directors shall appoint a licensed nursing home administrator for a term of three (3) years. 
(Ord. of 3-23-93) 
 
+Cross reference-Administration generally, Ch. 2. 
 
Sec. 9-101. Meetings of directors. 
 
The directors of the Taunton Nursing Home shall, at least monthly, hold general meetings, at which 
they may make orders and regulations for the infirmary, to be binding until the next meeting of the 
municipal council, when the same shall be submitted to such meetings, and if approved shall 
remain in force until revoked by the municipal council. (Rev. Ords. 1964, sec 2-65; Ord. of 8-13-
68) 
 
Sec. 9-102. Records. 
 
The Taunton Nursing Home shall keep records of all persons admitted to it, which records shall be 
in the form prescribed by the department of public health. (Rev. Ords. 1964, sec 2-66; Ord. of 8-13-
68) 
 
Sec. 9-103. Receiving and caring for certain persons at a fixed rate. 
 
Persons able to pay for care may be received and cared for at a rate fixed by the board of directors 
of the Taunton Nursing  Home. Persons receiving care under the medicaid program pay the rates 
determined by the rate setting commission. (Rev. Ords. 1964, sec 2-67; Ord. of 8-13-68) 

 
Article VII Regulating the Maintenance of Vacant and Foreclosing Residential Properties 

 
Sec 9-104 Regulating the Maintenance of Vacant and Foreclosing Residential Properties.  
 

(a) Purpose.  It is the intent of this section to protect and preserve public safety, security, and 
quiet enjoyment of occupants, abutters, and neighborhoods by (i) requiring all residential 
property owners, including lenders, trustees, and service companies, to properly maintain 
vacant and/or foreclosing properties (ii) regulating the maintenance of vacant and/or 
foreclosing, residential properties to prevent blighted and unsecured residences.  

 
 The Building Commissioner has enforcement authority pursuant to, inter alia, M.G.L. c. 

143, s. 3, the State Building Code, and the Revised Zoning Ordinances of the City of 
Taunton. 

 
(b) Definitions.  When used in this section, unless a contrary intention clearly appears, the 

following terms shall have the following meanings: 
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City means City of Taunton. 
 
Commissioner means Building Commissioner for the City of Taunton. 
 
Days mean consecutive calendar days. 

 
Foreclosing means the process by which a property, placed as security for a real estate 
loan, is prepared for sale to satisfy the debt if the borrower defaults.  
 
“Initiation of the foreclosure process” means taking any of the following actions: (i) 
taking possession of a residential property pursuant to M.G.L. c.244, s. 1; (ii) delivering 
the Mortgagee’s notice of intention to foreclose to the borrower pursuant to M.G.L. c. 
244, s. 17B; or (iii) commencing a foreclosure action on a property in either the Land 
Court or Bristol County Superior Court.  
 
Local means within twenty (20) driving miles distance of the property in question.  
 
Mortgagee means the creditor, including but not limited to, service companies, lenders 
in a mortgage agreement and any agent, servant, or employee of the mortgagee, or any 
successor in interest and/or assignee of the mortgagee’s rights, interests or obligations 
under the mortgage agreement.  

 
Owner means every person, entity, service company, property manager or real estate 
broker, who alone or severally with others: 
 

(1) has legal or equitable title to any dwelling, dwelling unit, mobile dwelling unit, 
or parcel of land, vacant or otherwise, including a mobile home park; or  

(2) has care, charge or control of any dwelling, dwelling unit, mobile dwelling unit 
or parcel of land, vacant or otherwise, including a mobile home park, in any 
capacity including but not limited to agent, executor, executrix, administrator, 
administratix, trustee or guardian of the estate of the holder of legal title; or 

(3) is a mortgagee in possession of any such property; or 
(4) is an agent, trustee or other person appointed by the courts and vested with 

possession or control of any such property; or 
(5) is an officer or trustee of the association of unit owners of a condominium? Each 

such person is bound to comply with the provisions of these minimum standards 
as if he were the owner. However, this ordinance shall not apply to a 
Condominium Association created pursuant to M.G.L. c. 183A to the extent that 
such Association forecloses on or initiates the foreclosure process for unpaid 
assessments due or owing to the Association. Owner also means every person 
who operates a rooming house; or  

(6) is a trustee who holds, owns or controls mortgage loans for mortgage backed 
securities transactions and has initiated the foreclosure process.  
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Property means any real, residential property, or portion thereof, located in the City of 
Taunton, including building or structures situated on the property. For purposes of this 
section only, property does not include property owned or subject to the control of the 
City or any of its’ governmental bodies. Such property includes, but is not limited to, 
property owned or controlled by the Taunton Redevelopment Authority, Taunton 
Housing Authority, and Department of Neighborhood Development.  
 
Residential Property means any property that contains one or more dwelling units used, 
intended, or designed to be occupied for living purposes. 
 
Securing means measures that assist in making the property inaccessible to 
unauthorized persons.  
 
Vacant means any property not currently legally occupied and not properly maintained 
or secured.  

 
(c) Registration of Vacant and/or Foreclosing Residential Properties   
Duty to Provide Written Notice of Vacant, Residential Property and/or Mortgage Foreclosure.  

All owners must register vacant and/or foreclosing residential properties with the Building 
Commissioner on forms provided by the Commissioner. All registrations must state the 
individual owner’s or agent’s phone number and mailing address located within the 
Commonwealth as required by M.G.L. c. 59, s. 57D, M.G.L. c. 156D, s. 5.02, and 950 
CMR 113.20. The mailing address may not be a P.O. Box. This registration must also 
certify that the property was inspected and identify whether the property is vacant at the 
time of filing. If the property is vacant, the owner and/or registrant must designate and 
retain a local individual or local property management company responsible for the security 
and maintenance of the property. This designation must state the individual or company’s 
name, phone number, and local mailing address. The mailing address may not be a P.O. 
Box. If the property is in the process of foreclosure, then the registration must be received 
within seven days of the initiation of the foreclosure process as defined in subsection (b). If 
the Commissioner determines that the property is vacant and that foreclosure proceedings 
have not been initiated, the registration must be received within fourteen days of the 
Commissioner’s first citation for improper maintenance.  

 
All property registrations are valid for one calendar year. An annual registration fee of one 
hundred dollars and no cents ($100.00) must accompany the registration form. Subsequent 
annual registrations and fees are due within thirty (30) days of the expiration of the previous 
registration and must certify whether the foreclosing and/or foreclosed property remains 
vacant or not.  
 
Once the property is no longer vacant or is sold, the owner must provide proof of sale or 
written notice and proof of occupancy to the Building Commissioner. 
 

(d) Maintenance Requirements  
Properties subject to this section must be maintained in accordance with the relevant 
Sanitary Codes, Building Codes, and local regulations concerning external and/or visible 
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maintenance. The owner, local individual or local property management company must 
inspect and maintain the property on a monthly basis for the duration of the vacancy.  
 
Adherence to this section does not relieve the owner of any applicable obligations set forth 
in Code Regulations, Covenant Conditions and Restrictions and/or Home Owners 
Association rules and regulations. 
 

(e) Inspections  
The Building Commissioner shall have the authority and the duty to inspect properties 
subject to this section for compliance and to issue citations for any violations.  The Building 
Commission shall have the discretion to determine when and how such inspections are to be 
made, provided that their policies are reasonably calculated to ensure that this section is 
enforced.  
 

(f) Enforcement and Penalties.   
Failure to initially register with the Commissioner is punishable by a fine of three hundred 
dollars and no cents ($300.00). 
 
If applicable, failure to properly identify the name of the local individual or local property 
management company is punishable by a fine of three hundred dollars and no cents 
($300.00). 
 
Failure to maintain the property is punishable by a fine up to three hundred dollars and no 
cents ($300.00) for each week the property is not maintained.  
 

(g) Appeal. Any person aggrieved by the requirements of this section may seek an 
administrative appeal to the Building Commissioner. Any person aggrieved by a final 
decision issued under this section by the Building Commissioner, may seek relief in any 
court of competent jurisdiction as provided by the laws of the Commonwealth.  

 
(h) Applicability.  If any provision of this section imposes greater restrictions or obligations 

than those imposed by any other general law, special law, regulation, rule, ordinance, by-
law, order, or policy then the provisions of this section control. 

 
(i) Regulatory Authority.  The Building Commissioner the authority to promulgate rules and 

regulations necessary to implement and enforce this section. 
 

(j) Severability.  If any provision of this section is held to be invalid by a court of competent 
jurisdiction then such provision shall be considered separately and apart from the remaining 
provisions, which shall remain in full force and effect. 

 
(k) Implementation.  The provisions of this section are effective immediately upon passage and 

all provisions shall be enforced immediately but no monetary fine shall be imposed 
pursuant hereto until ninety (90) days after passage. 
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(l) Notice. A copy of this ordinance is to be mailed to all owners of residential property located 
in the City of Taunton within 90 days of passage of the ordinance. In addition, a copy of 
this ordinance is to be mailed to all loan institutions, banks, real estate offices, and 
management companies located in and/or having legal or equitable interest in residential 
property located in the City of Taunton. In addition, each time the Assessors Office receives 
notification of a transfer of ownership of residential property, it shall forward the same to 
the Building Commissioner.  The Commissioner shall cause a copy of this Ordinance to be 
mailed to the transferee of the property within 30 days of notification.    

 
(m) Exempt from Disclosure.  Records compiled pursuant to the provisions of this Ordinance 

shall be exempt from disclosure pursuant to the provisions of Chapter 4,  § 7 of the 
Massachusetts General Laws.  (Ord of 6-16-2009)
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Chapter 10 
 

HISTORIC DISTRICTS AND COMMISSION+ 
Art.  I.  In General.  secs 10-1--10-17 
Art. II.  Historic District, secs 10-18--10-25 

 
ARTICLE I. IN GENERAL 

 
Sec. 10-1. Historical commission. 
 
(a) There shall be an historical commission consisting of seven (7) members who shall serve 
without compensation and be appointed by the mayor as provided for in section 8D of chapter 40 
of the Massachusetts General Laws as amended. 
(b) The historical commission shall elect its own chairman. 
(c) The historical commission shall have all the powers, authority, rights, duties and obligations 
prescribed in section 8D of chapter 40 of the Massachusetts General Laws, as amended, and its 
members shall be appointed, serve, and be removed all in accordance with said section 8D of 
chapter 40 of the Massachusetts General Laws, as amended. (Ord. of 5-2-72) 
 
Secs. 10-2--10-17. Reserved. 

 
ARTICLE II. HISTORIC DISTRICT 

 
Sec. 10-18. Title. 
 
This article shall be known as the Taunton Historic District Ordinance and is adopted pursuant to 
chapter 40C of the General Laws of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts, as amended. (Rev. Ords. 
1964, sec 22-1; Ord. of 2-13-79) . 
Cross references-Administration generally, Ch. 2; buildings and building regulations, Ch. 4; planning Ch. 16. 
 
Sec. 10-19. Purposes. 
 
The purpose of this article is to promote the educational, cultural, economic and general welfare of 
the public through the preservation and protection of the distinctive characteristics of buildings and 
places significant in the history of the city or their architecture, and through the maintenance and 
improvement of settings for such buildings and places and the encouragement of design compatible 
therewith. (Rev. Ords. 1964, sec 22-2; Ord. of 2-13-79) 
 
Sec. 10-20. Historic district established. 
 
There is hereby established under the provisions of chapter 40C of the General Laws of the 
Commonwealth of Massachusetts, as amended, an historic district to be known as the Taunton 
Historic District which shall be bounded as described in Appendix I attached hereto and as shown 
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on a plan affixed hereto marked Appendix II. Said description and plan shall be parts of this article 
and are hereby incorporated by reference. (Rev. Ords. 1964, sec 22-3; Ord. of 2-13-79) 
 
Sec. 10-21. Historic district commission. 
 
(a) Membership.  There is hereby established under chapter 40C of the General Laws an historic 
district commission consisting of seven (7) members and three (3) alternate members appointed by 
the mayor and approved by the municipal council. These members shall include one from two (2) 
nominees submitted by the Old Colony Historical Society, one member from two (2) nominees 
submitted by the Boston Society Chapter of the American Institute of Architects and one member 
from two (2) nominees submitted by the North Bristol County Board of Realtors and at least one 
resident of the district. Members chosen from nominees made by the American Institute of 
Architects and the Board of Realtors need not be residents of the city. 
 
(b) Terms of office.  When the commission is first established, the members from the Old Colony 
Historical Society, from the chapter of the American Institute of Architects and from the Board of 
Realtors shall be appointed for three (3) year terms. Two (2) other individuals will be appointed for 
two (2) year terms and two (2) individuals for a one year term. One of the two (2) year or one (1) 
year terms is to be filled by a resident of the district. Three (3) alternate members will also be 
appointed. One (1) for a one (1) year term, one (1) for a two (2) year term, and one (1) for a three 
(3) year term. Qualifications for membership should include the individual's knowledge and 
appreciation of historic and architectural values and the significance of this district and the 
buildings involved. 
 
(c) Vacancy. Vacancies shall be filled within sixty (60) days by the mayor by appointment for the 
unexpired term. 
 
(d) Compensation. All members and alternate members shall serve without compensation. (Rev. 
Ords. 1964, sec 22-4; Ord. of 2-13-79) 
 
Sec. 10-22. Duties and powers of the commission. 
 
The historic district commission shall have all the powers and duties of an historic district 
commission as provided by the Historic District Act, General Laws, chapter 40C and of subsequent 
amendments thereto unless specifically limited by this article or subsequent amendment of this 
article. 
 
(1) Rules and regulations. The commission may adopt rules and regulations not inconsistent with 
the provisions of the Historic District Ace. 
 
(2) Expenditures. The commission may, subject to appropriation and budget limitations, employ 
clerical and technical assistance or consultants and incur other expenses appropriate to the carrying 
on of its work, provided that the city appropriates funds for these purposes. 
 
(3) General regulatory powers. The commission shall have control of new construction, 
reconstructions, alterations, relocations and demolitions of buildings and structures, and of all 
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exterior architectural features of buildings and structures within the historic district which are 
visible from any public way within the historic district except as limited by this article. The term 
"structure" includes stone walls, fences, driveways, walks, terraces, storm doors, steps, pavings, 
signs, lights and appurtenant fixtures on lots, buildings or structures but not limited to the same. 
For the purposes of this article, any structure partially within the historic district shall be wholly 
within the district. The commission may also administer for the city any properties which the city 
may vote to place in its care and may be assigned any other related powers by vote of the municipal 
council. Properties administered by the commission may include leasehold interests or any 
ownership rights of the city equal to or less than a fee simple. 
 
(4) Consideration. In passing upon matters before it, the commission should consider, among other 
things, the historic and architectural value and significance of the site, building or structure, the 
general design arrangement of the features involved in relation to such features to similar features 
of buildings and structures in the surrounding area. In a case of new construction or addition to 
existing buildings or structures, the commission shall consider the appropriateness of the size and 
shape of the building or structure, both in relation to the land area upon which the building or 
structure is situated and to building and structures in the vicinity, and the commission may, in 
appropriate cases, impose dimensional and setback requirements in addition to those required by 
the applicable zoning ordinance. 
 
(5) Waiver of review. The commission may determine, from time to time, after public hearings, that 
certain categories of exterior architectural features, structures or signs may be constructed or 
altered without review by the commission. The commission may, after public hearing, set forth the 
various designs of certain appurtenances such as light fixtures which will meet the requirements of 
an historic district but no such determination shall limit the right of an applicant to present other 
designs to the commission for its approval. 
 
(6) Regulation. The historic district commission, by a majority of members, entitled to vote and 
constituting at least a quorum, may delegate the responsibility of administering the provisions of 
this article to one of its members. This member so appointed shall represent the commission and 
shall be given authority to locate potential violations of this article to bring them to the knowledge 
of the commission, and to serve notice to the offending party of the potential violation. The 
building inspector will further be given authority to call a special meeting of the commission for 
purposes of enforcing this article. (Rev. Ords. 1964, sec 22-5; Ord. Of 2-13-79) 
 
Sec. 10-23. Limitations of commission's powers. 
 
The historic district commission shall not make any recommendations or requirements with regard 
to the following:  
(1) The color of the paint; 
(2) The color of materials used on roofs; 
(3) Storm windows, window screens and TV antennae; 
(4) Temporary signs, provided the sign is a single or double-faced sign and does not exceed six (6) 
square feet in area and further provided that said temporary sign will be removed within a 
reasonable period of time not to exceed thirty (30) days after its use.  Examples: Political signs 
shall be taken down within thirty (30) days after the date of the election, signs of real estate brokers 
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shall be taken down within thirty (30) days after the date that the transaction has been 
consummated. Under no conditions shall more than one temporary sign be placed on each lot. 
Temporary signs should not be illuminated in any way, whether it be directly or indirectly. No 
control shall exist over temporary signs for charitable, religious, and nonprofit organizations or  
event sponsored  by the same, provided these organizations are located within the district. (Rev. 
Ords. 1964, sec 22-6; Ord. of 2-13-79) 
 
Sec. 10-24. Procedures. 
 
The commission shall conduct all of its business and execute all of its duties in accordance with the 
General Laws, chapter 40C, sections 1-17, as amended. (Rev. Ords. 1964, sec 22-7; Ord. of 2-13-
79) 
 
Sec. 10-26. Building permits and subdivision plans. 
 
No building permit shall be issued for any building or structure within the district, whether it be for 
exterior construction or reconstruction or demolition without prior review and approval by the 
commission. No subdivision plan shall be approved without prior review and approval by the 
commission. If buildings or land located within the historic district are involved, building permits 
issued and subdivision plans approved without the approval of the historic district commission 
shall be invalid and null and void. (Rev. Ords. 1964, sec 22-8; Ord. of 2-13-79) 

 
Sec 10-27.  Demolition Delay Regulations; Intent and Purpose 
 
This Ordinance is adopted to protect and preserve buildings and structures within the City which 
reflect or constitute distinctive features of the architectural, cultural, economic, political or social 
history of the City and to encourage the preservation and restoration rather than demolition of such  
buildings and structures; and, by furthering these purposes, to promote the public welfare and to  
make the City a more attractive and desirable place in which to live and work. 
 
To achieve this purpose, the Taunton Historic District Commission (hereinafter "the Commission") 
is empowered to advise the Taunton Zoning Code Enforcement Officer (hereinafter the "Building 
Inspector") with respect to the issuance of permits for demolition. Further, the Commission is 
mandated to offer its advice and expertise to owners of Preferably Preserved Buildings and 
Structures. 
 
The issuance of demolition permits is regulated as described hereafter in this ordinance. (Ord of 5-
7-96) 
 
Sec 10-28. Definitions. 
 
The following words and phrases when used whether or not capitalized in this Ordinance shall have 
the meanings set forth below, unless the context otherwise requires: 
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(a) "Demolition" - the intentional act of pulling down, destroying, removing or razing a building or 
structure or commencing the work of total or substantial  destruction with  the intent of completing 
the same: 
 
(b)  "Historic District" - Taunton Historic District or any other historic district which may be 
established in the City of Taunton under Chapter 40C of the General Laws of Massachusetts; or the 
Regulations of the National Register of Historic Places. 
 
(d) "Historically Significant  Building or  Structure" Any building or structure within the City 
which is determined by the Commission to be historically significant because such building or 
structure is: (1) associated with one or more historic persons or events, or with the architectural,   
cultural, economic, political or social history of the City of Taunton; or (2) historically or 
architecturally important  (in terms of period,  style, method of building construction or association 
with a famous architect or builder) either by itself or in the context of a group of buildings or 
structures. 
 
(e) "Preferably  Preserved Historic Building or Structure" - Any historically significant building or 
structure which is determined by the Commission, because of the important contribution made by 
such building or structure to the historical and/or cultural resources of the City, to be in the public 
interest to preserve. 
 
(f) "Business Day" A day which is not a legal municipal holiday, Saturday or Sunday. (Ord of 5-7-
96) 
 
Sec 10-29. Regulated Buildings and Structures. 
 
The provisions of this Ordinance shall apply only to any building or structure which, in whole or in 
part, was built fifty or more years prior to the date of the application for the demolition permit, and 
is: 
 
(a) A building or structure listed or eligible to be listed on the National Register of Historic Places, 
or on the State Register. 
 
(b) A building or structure significantly associated with one or more historic persons or events,  or 
with the broad architectural,  cultural, economic, political or social history of the City; or 
 
(c) A building or structure which is historically or architecturally significant in terms of period 
style, method of building construction or association with a significant architect or builder either by 
itself or as part of a group of buildings; or 
 
(d) A building or structure located within 150 feet of a federal, state or local historic district 
boundary. (Ord of 5-7-96) 
 
The provisions of this ordinance shall not apply to buildings or structures containing less than five 
hundred (500 sf) square feet of floor space unless such building or structure is listed on the 
National Register of Historic Places. 
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Sec 10-30. Procedures. 
 
(a) No permit for the demolition of any building or structure shall be issued other than in 
conformity with the provisions of this Ordinance, as well as in conformity with the provisions of 
the other laws and ordinances applicable to the demolition of buildings and structures and the 
issuance of permits generally. 
 
(b) Completed applications are to be filed with the Building Department and dispersed to the City 
Planner and Historic District Commission by the Building Department. 
 
(c) Within ten (10) business days from receipt by the Commission of an application for a 
demolition permit, the Commission shall make determination of whether or not the building or 
structure is a regulated building or structure, and if the Commission determines that the building or 
structure is regulated by this Ordinance, the Commission shall also determine within the same 10 
business days whether or not the building or structure may be on Historically Significant Building  
or Structure. 
 
If the Building Inspector does not receive the opinion of the Commission in regard to these 
determinations within fifteen (15) business days of the date of the receipt  of the  application by the 
Commission,  then, subject to Section 7 of this Ordinance,  the Building Inspector may grant the 
permit applied for. 
 
(d) If the Commission determines that the building or structure is not regulated by this Ordinance, 
or is not Historically Significant, the demolition permit application shall be approved and signed  
by  the Commission and returned to the Building Inspector.  Upon receipt of such, the Building 
Inspector may, subject to the requirements of the building code and any other applicable laws, issue 
the demolition permit. 
 
(e) If the Commission determines that the building or structure may be an Historically Significant 
Building or Structure, the Commission shall review the application for demolition at a public 
hearing to be held within twenty (20) business days of determination that the subject building or 
structure may be an Historically Significant Building or Structure.  The Commission shall cause  to  
be  published  in  a  newspaper  of  local circulation notice of the date and place of such public 
hearing, cost of such publication to be borne by the applicant.  Such notice shall specify the address 
of the subject  building,  and  shall  be  published  in  said newspaper once during each of the two 
weeks preceding the date of such public hearing. 
 
No less than five (5) business days before the public hearing the applicant for the demolition permit 
shall submit  to  the  Commission  three  (3)  copies  of  a demolition plan which shall include the 
following: 
 

 (i) A map showing the location of  the building or structure to be demolished on its 
property and with reference to the neighboring properties; 
(ii) Photographs of all street facade elevations; 
(iii) A description of the building or structure, or part thereof, to be demolished; 
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(iv) The reasons for the proposed demolition and data supporting said reason; and  
(v) A brief description of the proposed reuse of the property on which the building or 
structure to be demolished is located. 

 
(f) After said public hearing, the Commission shall within ten  (10)  business days determine 
whether or not the subject  building  or  structure is (a)  Historically Significant and (b) a Preferably 
Preserved Building or Structure, and notify in writing the applicant and the Building Inspector of 
its determination, stating the reasons for such decision. 
 
(g)   If the determination is that the subject building or structure is both Historically Significant   
and Preferably Preserved, the Building Inspector shall not issue a demolition permit for a period of 
six (6) months from  the  date  of  such  determination,  unless  the Commission informs the 
Building Inspector in writing prior to the expiration of the six-month period that: 
 

(i) The Commission is satisfied that the applicant has made a bona fide, reasonable, and 
unsuccessful effort to locate a purchaser for the building or structure who is willing to 
preserve, rehabilitate or restore the building or structure; or 

 
 (ii) The applicant has agreed to accept a demolition permit according to certain conditions 
 approved by the Commission. (Ord of 5-7-96, Ord of 7-11-2000) 
 
Sec 10-31. Notice. 
 
Notice of a hearing or determination provided for in this Ordinance shall be sent by the 
Commission to the owner of record, the applicant for the demolition permit (if different from 
owner of record), the immediate abutters to the subject property, the Building Inspector, and to 
such other persons and organizations in such manner as the Commission may determine 
appropriate. The Commission may require that the applicant maintain on the building, which is the 
subject of a demolition permit application, notice, in a form designated by the Commission, visible 
from the nearest public way, of any hearing on the subject matter or such application; and applicant 
shall comply with such requirements. (Ord of 5-7-96) 
 
Sec 10-32. Emergency Demolition. 
 
Nothing in this Article shall be construed to derogate in any way from the authority of the Building 
Inspector derived from Chapter 143 of the General Laws.  However, before acting pursuant to this 
Chapter the Building Inspector shall make every reasonable effort to inform the Chair of the 
Historic District Commission of his/her intentions to cause demolition before the building inspector 
initiates same. (Ord of 5-7-96) 
 
Sec 10-33. Historic Districts Act. 
 
Nothing in this Ordinance shall be deemed to conflict with the provisions of the Historic District 
Act, Massachusetts General Chapter 40C, with respect to the requirements of notice, laws, hearing  
and issuance by the Commission of  a Certificate of Appropriateness , a  Certificate of  Non - 
applicability or a Certificate of Hardship prior to the demolition of any building in an  historic  
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district.   Any  temporary  building  erected  or maintained in an historic district pursuant  to a 
Certificate issued by the Commission may be demolished in a manner consistent with the terms of 
such Certificate. (Ord of 5-7-96) 
 
Sec 10-34. Enforcement and Remedies. 
 
The Building Inspector is specifically authorized to institute any actions, in law or in equity, as 
deemed necessary to obtain compliance to prevent a threatened violation thereof. 
 
(b) Any owner of a building determined by the Commission to be a Preferably Preserved Historic 
Building or Structure who causes the building to be demolished without first obtaining a demolition 
permit in accordance with the provisions of this Ordinance shall be subject to a fine of not more 
than $300.00. The provisions of this Ordinance may be enforced in equity in the Superior Court by 
a petition brought by the Historic District Commission on behalf of the City of Taunton. (Ord of 5-
7-96) 
 
Sec 10-35.  Severability. 
 
In case any section, paragraph or part of this Ordinance is declared invalid or unconstitutional by a 
court of competent jurisdiction, every other section, paragraph and part shall continue in full force 
and effect. (Ord of 5-7-96) 
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Chapter 11 
 

LIBRARY* 
 

Sec. 11-1. Management of library vested in board of trustees; composition of board; term of 
board; vacancies. 
 
The control and management of the free public library and reading rooms shall be vested on a 
board of trustees to consist of the mayor ex officio, and six (6) citizens at large to be chosen by the 
municipal council. The trustees heretofore chosen shall continue to hold their offices for the term of 
which they were respectively chosen, and there shall be chosen annually in the month of January 
two (2) trustees for the term of three (3) years, to fill the vacancies then occurring; and all 
vacancies in the board of trustees occasioned by death, resignation, removal from the city or 
otherwise shall be filed in like manner for the unexpired term. (Rev. Ords. 1964, sec 9-1) 
 
Sec. 11-2. Powers of board. 
 
The board of trustees shall choose one of their number as president, shall appoint a librarian, 
assistants and other such officers as they may deem necessary, fix their compensation, subject to 
the approval of the municipal council and the applicable bargaining unit, and remove them for just 
cause. All salaries and compensation shall be paid from the appropriation for the library and 
reading rooms. (Rev. Ords. 1964, sec 9-2, Ord of 7-11-2000) 
 
Sec. 11-3. Board of trustees to make regulations. 
 
The board of trustees shall make all needful and suitable regulations concerning the free public 
library and reading rooms and the use and management thereof, subject to the approval of the 
municipal council. (Rev. Ords. 1964, sec 9-3) 
 
'Cross reference-Administration generally, Ch. 21 
State law references-libraries, M.G.L.A., c. 78; establishment by city, M.G.L.A., c. 78, sec 7. 
 
Sec. 11-4. Annual report of board of trustees. 
 
The board of trustees shall annually on or before the first day of July present to the municipal 
council a detailed report of their proceedings, the condition of the library and reading rooms, the 
number of books added thereto, and the receipts and expenditures of the previous year, with such 
information or suggestions as they may deem important. (Rev. Ords. 1964, sec 9-4) 
 
Sec. 11-5. Source of funds. 
 
A sum of not less than ten thousand dollars ($10,000.00), including receipts on account of the dog 
license fund, shall be appropriated annually for the use of the free public library and reading rooms, 
which shall be expended under the direction of the board of trustees in defraying the expense of the 
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maintenance thereof and in the purchase of books, periodicals and newspapers. (Rev. Ords. 1964, 
sec 9-5) 
 
State law reference--Use of dog license funds for public libraries, M.G.L.A., c. 140, sec 172. 
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Chapter 12 

 
LICENSES AND MISCELLANEOUS BUSINESS REGULATIONS" 

Art I.  In General, secs 12-1--12-16 
Art II.  Billiard Rooms, Poolrooms and Bowling Alleys, secs 12-17 - 12-36 
Art.  III. Jukeboxes, secs 12-37-12-55 
Art.  IV. Storage, Etc., of Flammables, secs 12-56--12-73 
Art.   V. Hawkers and Peddlers, secs 12-74--12-94 
Art.  VI. Junk, Old Metal, Antiques and Secondhand Articles, secs 12-95-12-122 
Art.  VII.  Lunch Carts, secs 12-123--12-140 
Art. VIII.  Newsboys, secs 12-141-12-157 
Art.   IX.  Pawnbrokers, secs 12-158-12-178 
Art.    X.  Public Service Vehicles, secs 12-179--12-214 
Art.   XI.  Sale of Secondhand Motor Vehicles, secs 12-215--12-227 
Art.  XII.  Uniform Commercial Code Filings, secs 12-228--12-239 
Art. XIII.  Sidewalk Cafes, secs 12-240--12-250 
 

ARTICLE I. IN GENERAL 
 
Sec. 12-1, Licenses and permits; denial, revocation or suspension . 
 
(a) The treasurer/ collector or other municipal official responsible for records of all municipal 
taxes, assessments, betterments, police details, fire details or proceeds from the sale of official City 
of Taunton waste bags and other municipal charges, hereinafter referred to as the 
"treasurer/collector," shall furnish on a quarterly basis, and at any and all other times as directed by 
the Municipal Council, to each department, board, commission or division, hereinafter referred to 
as the "licensing authority," that issues licenses or permits, including renewals and transfers, a list 
of any person, corporation or business enterprise, hereinafter referred to as the "party," that has 
neglected or refused to pay any local taxes, fees, assessments, betterments, police details, fire 
details or proceeds from the sale of official City of Taunton waste bags or other municipal charges 
for not less than twelve-month period, and that such party has not filed in good faith a pending 
application for an abatement of such tax or a pending petition before the appellate tax board. 
 
*Cross references-Inspector of weights and measures, Ch. 2, Art. III, Div. 7;use of streets for advertising purposes. sec; 
13-16. 
State law reference-License generally, M.G.L.A., c. 140. 
 
 (b) The licensing authority may deny, revoke or suspend any license or permit, including renewals 
and transfers of any party whose name appears on said list furnished to the licensing authority from 
the treasurer/collector; provided, however, that written notice is given to the party and the treasurer/ 
collector, as required by applicable provisions of law, and the party is given a hearing, to be held 
not earlier than fourteen (14) days after said notice. Said list shall be prima facie evidence for 
denial, revocation or suspension of said license or permit to any party. The treasurer/ collector shall 
have the right to intervene in any hearing conducted with respect to such license denial, revocation 
or suspension. Any findings made by the licensing authority with respect to such license denial, 
revocation or suspension shall be made only for the purposes of such proceeding and shall not be 



 City of Taunton Revised Ordinances 

2010 Printing 1/5/2010                                 Chapter 12  Page 176 
 

relevant to or introduced in any other proceeding and shall not be relevant to or introduced in any 
other proceeding at law, except for any appeal from such license denial, revocation or suspension. 
Any license or permit denied, suspended or revoked under this section shall not be reissued or 
renewed until the license authority receives a certificate issued by the treasurer/ collector that the 
party is in good standing with respect to any and all local taxes, fees, assessments, betterments, 
police details, fire details or proceeds from the sale of official City of Taunton waste bags or other 
municipal charges payable to the City of Taunton as the date of issuance of said certificate. 
 
(c) Any party shall be given an opportunity to enter into a payment agreement, thereby allowing the 
licensing authority to issue a certificate indicating said limitations to the license or permit and the 
validity of said license shall be conditioned upon the satisfactory compliance with said agreement. 
Failure to comply with said agreement shall be grounds for the suspension or revocation of said 
license or permit; provided, however, that the holder is given notice and a hearing as required by 
applicable provisions of law. 
 
(d) The municipal council may waive such denial, suspension or revocation if it finds there is no 
direct or indirect business interest by the property owner, its officers or stockholders, if any, or 
members of the immediate family, as defined in M.G.L. Chapter 268, Section 1, in the business or 
activity conducted in or on said property. 
  
(e) This section shall not apply to the following licenses and permits: 
Licenses or Permits for     Chapter/ Section 
(1) Open burning      48 13 
(2) Bicycles permit      85 11A 
(3) Sales of articles for charitable purposes   101 33 
(4) Children work permits     149 69 
(5) Clubs, associations dispensing food or beverages 140 21E 
(6) Dog licenses      140 37 
(7) Fishing, hunting and trapping licenses   131 12 
(8) Marriage licenses      207 28 
(9) Theatrical events and public exhibition permits  140 181 
 (Ord. of 12-28-86, secs 1—5; Ord of 1-14-2003 Ord of 6-1-2004; Ord of 11-9-2004) 
 
Editor's note--The provisions of an ordinance adopted Dec. 23, 1986, were not enacted as a specific amendment or 
addition to the Code, and hence are included herein as a new sec 12-1 at the editor's discretion. 
State law reference-See Ch. 641 of the Acts of 1985. 
 
Sec 12-2 Closing Hours for Commercial Establishments 
 
(a) Generally. No shops, stores, or other places of trade or entertainment shall be kept open 
between 1:00 a.m. and 4:00 a.m., except as hereinafter provided.  
 
(b) Licensing exceptions. Licensed taverns, drugstores, hotels, motels, gasoline stations, self-
service laundries, restaurants, and such other businesses as may be approved by the Municipal 
Council, may keep open between the hours of 1:00 a.m. and 4:00 a.m., provided that a permit 
therefor has been obtained from the Municipal Council, and further provided that the operation of 
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said businesses between said hours shall not cause or create a nuisance, or disturb or cause the 
disturbance of the peace and quiet of the neighborhood in which said businesses are located.  
 
(c) Fee for license. The fee for permission to operate any one of the aforesaid businesses between 
the aforesaid hours shall be thirty dollars ($30.00) per annum payable to the Municipal Council on 
or before the issuance thereof and annually thereafter.  
 
(d) Rules, regulations applicable. The Municipal Council may establish rules and regulations 
governing nighttime operations of businesses permitted by it as aforesaid in order to avoid 
nuisances and disturbances of the peace.  
 
(e) Suspension, revocation of license. The Municipal Council may for good cause, and after 
reasonable notice and opportunity to be heard, suspend or revoke any permit issued by it as 
aforesaid.  
 
(f) Responsibility for violation. Every keeper of any shop, store or place of trade or entertainment, 
which shall be opened, or in which any article shall be sold, and every person opening any shop, 
store or place of trade or entertainment or selling any article contrary to the provisions of this 
section, shall be deemed guilty of a violation of this section.  
 
(g) To the extent that any other section of the Municipal Ordinance conflict with this section or any 
license granted under the authority of the City of Taunton acting through any board, Commission, 
agency, or Authority, or conflicts with the requirements of this section, the requirements of this 
section shall apply. (Ord of 2-20-2001) 
 
Sec 12-3 Rooming House Inspections 
 
Rooming and boarding houses must have yearly inspections conducted by the Fire, Board of 
Health, and Building Departments by May 1st of each year.  It shall be the responsibility of owner 
to give the License Commission copies of each inspection so that Rooming and Boarding House 
permits can be issued.  (Ord of 6-27-2006) 
 
Secs. 12-4--12-16. Reserved. 

 
ARTICLE II. BILLIARD ROOMS, POOLROOMS AND BOWLING ALLEYS* 

 
Sec. 12-17. License required; fees; term of license.  
 
The municipal council may grant, and may suspend or revoke at pleasure, a license, which shall be 
subject to Sections 202 to 205, inclusive, of Chapter 140 of the General Laws, to a person to keep a 
billiard or pool table or a bowling alley for hire, gain, or reward, to be used for amusement merely 
and not for the purpose of gaming for money or property. The city clerk shall issue such license 
authorized by the council upon the payment of the following fees: In the case of billiard or pool 
tables, a fee of fifty dollars ($50.00) for the first table licensed at an establishment and fifteen 
dollars ($15.00) for each additional table licensed at said establishment; in the case of bowling 
alleys, a fee of forty dollars ($40.00) for the first alley licensed at an establishment and ten dollars 
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($10.00) for each additional alley licensed at said establishment. Each such license shall run for a 
period of one year and shall expire upon May the first following. (Rev. Ords. 1964, sec 10-1; Ord. 
of 11-5-84, sec 4, Ord of 7-11-2000) 
 
*State law reference-Authority, to require license, M.G.L.A, c 140 sec 177. 
 
Sec. 12-18. Penalty for failure to obtain license. 
 
Whoever without a license keeps or suffers to be kept in a house, building, yard or premises 
actually occupied or owned by him/her, a table for the purpose of playing at billiards or pool, or a 
bowling alley, for hire, gain or reward, or whoever for hire, gain or reward suffers any person to 
resort thereto for such purpose shall be punished by a fine not exceeding three hundred dollars 
($300.00). (Rev. Ords. 1964, sec 10-2, Ord of 7-11-2000) 
 
State law reference-Authority for penalty, M.G.L.A., c. 140, sec 178. 
 
Secs. 12-20--12-36. Reserved. 

 
ARTICLE III. JUKEBOXES 

 
Sec. 12-37. License--Required. 
 
No jukebox, music device or coin-operated music bolt shall be kept, maintained or operated for 
public amusement unless a license for same has first been obtained from the licensing board. (Rev. 
Ords. 1964, sec 10-4) 
 
 
Sec. 12-38. Same--To whom issued. 
 
The license required by section 12-37 shall be obtained by and be issued in the name of the owner 
of the premises where the device is located. (Rev. Ords. 1964, sec 10-5) 
 
Sec. 12-39. Same--Terms and conditions; fee. 
 
(a) The  licensing board  shall  impose  such terms  and conditions as it sees fit on the issuance of 
such licenses. 
(b) Fees for the license required by section 12-37 shall be fifty dollars ($50.00) per year. Each 
license shall expire on April thirtieth of each year. (Rev. Ords. 1964, sec10-6, Ord of 7-11-2000) 
 
Secs. 12-40--12-55. Reserved. 
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ARTICLE IV. STORAGE, ETC., OF FLAMMABLES 
 
Sec. 12-56. License--Required; fee. 
 
Every applicant for a license for the keeping, storage, manufacture, or sale of gunpowder, 
dynamite, crude petroleum, or any of its products, shall upon the issuance to him of such license 
pay a fee as follows: 
(a)  (1) Gunpowder or dynamite, fifty dollars ($50.00). 

(2) Rockets and fireworks, fifty dollars ($50.00). 
 
(b) Crude petroleum or any of its products: 

(1)  For private keeping or storage, twenty five dollars ($25.00). 
(2)  For commercial keeping, storage, manufacture or sale in tanks, for a  total capacity of 
three thousand (3,000) gallons or less, seventy five dollars ($75.00). 
(3) For additional capacity for commercial keeping, storage, manufacture or sale in tanks, 

the following additional fees shall also apply; 
a. 3,001 gallons to 10,000 gallons- $25.00 
b. 10,001 gallons to 25,000 gallons- $75.00 
c. 25,001 gallons to 50,000 gallons- $125.00 
d. over 50,000 gallons - $200.00 

  
 (Rev. Ords. 1964, sec 10-7; Ord. of 11-5-84, sec 6; Ord. of 2 19-85, sec 4, Ord of 7-11-
2000; Ord of 6-12-2001) 

 
Sec. 12-57. Same--Fee for certificate of use and occupancy. 
 
Every applicant for a renewal of a certificate of use and occupancy shall pay a fee equal to one-half 
of the license fee, as established in Section 12-56. (Rev. Ords 1964, sec 10-8) 
 
Secs. 12-58--12-73. Reserved. 
 

ARTICLE V. HAWKERS AND PEDDLERS* 
  
Sec. 12-74. License--Required; exceptions. 
 
No person shall go from place to place within the city selling or bartering, or carrying or exposing 
for sale or barter, goods, wares or merchandise in or from any cart, wagon or other vehicle or in 
any other manner without a license therefor from the sealer of weights and measures; provided, 
however, that this section shall not apply to any person selling or exposing for sale fruits, nuts or 
berries which are uncultivated, or fruits, vegetables or other farm products raised or produced by 
himself, or fish obtained by his own labor or that of his family.  No person shall occupy the same 
location for a period of more than one-half hour (1/2 hour) and shall not move to a location within 
three hundred feet (300') of any previous location within the last two (2) hours. (Rev. Ords. 1964, 
sec 10-9; Ord of 8-8-2000) 
 
State law reference--Similar provisions, M.G.L.A., c. 101. sec 15. 
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Sec. 12-75. Same--By whom issued; restrictions on issuance; fee; revocation generally. 
 
The sealer of weights and measures shall have authority to grant the license required by section 12-
74 to any person of good repute as to morals and integrity who is, or has declared an intention to 
become, a citizen of the United States. Such licenses unless sooner revoked for cause shall expire 
one year after the date of issue, and each person so licensed shall pay therefor a fee of fifty two 
dollars ($52.00).  This sum includes the license fee and charges for the badge required by law to be 
provided with each license at the expense of the licensee. Any such license may be revoked at any 
time by the sealer of weights and measures for violation of the provisions of these Revised 
Ordinances or for other good cause. (Rev. Ords. 1964, sec 10-10; Ord of 8-8-2000) 
'State law reference--Hawkers and peddlers generally, M.C.L.A.. c. lot, secs 13--30. 
 
Sec. 12-76. Same--Certificate from board of health prerequisite to issuance; revocation for 
use of unsealed weighing devices. 
 
No person shall be licensed as a hawker or peddler under the provisions of this article until the 
petitioner presents a certificate from the board of health stating that the vehicle, receptacles and 
utensils are in sanitary condition and receives, from the sealer of weights and measures, a 
certificate stating that all weighing and measuring devices intended to be used by such person have 
been duly inspected and sealed as required by law. The use of, or possession with intent to use, any 
false or unsealed weighing or measuring devices by any person so licensed shall be sufficient cause 
for the revocation of the license. (Rev. Ords. 1964, sec 10-11) 
 
Sec. 12-77. Same--To be signed; inspection; badges. 
 
Every person licensed as a hawker or peddler shall endorse their usual signature upon the license. 
The petitioner shall produce the license for inspection whenever demanded by the mayor, member 
of the municipal council, sealer or deputy sealer of weights and measures, city treasurer/ collector, 
city clerk, constable, police officer or justice of the peace; and if the petitioner fails so to do, he/she 
shall be subject to the same penalty as if he/she had no license. The sealer of weights and measures 
shall provide a badge for each peddler. Such badges shall bear the number of the license and the 
word "peddler."  Each  peddler  shall  wear  the  badge  in  a conspicuous place. (Rev. Ords. 1964, 
sec 10-12; Ord of 8-8-2000; Ord of 1-14-2003) 
 
Sec. 12-77.1. Reserved. 
 
Editor's note--Section 12-77.1, pertaining to miscellaneous business Regulations relative to license, was deleted by an 
Ordinance of Dec. 8, 1981. Formerly, said section 12-77.1 was derived from an ordinance adopted June 16, 1981. 
 
Sec. 12-78. Licenses required for soliciting money or selling goods. 
 
(a) No person shall solicit money or goods nor offer to sell services, magazines, periodicals, or 
goods, wares or merchandise sample, or otherwise, for future or immediate delivery on any public 
street, or any public place, or in any public building or by going from door to door by entering 
upon private property, without first making written application for a permit to the chief of police, 
stating his/her name and residence, and stating the name and residence in whose interest said 
foregoing activity is to be conducted and submitting satisfactory evidence of his/her honesty and 
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moral character and satisfactory proof of identity and obtaining from the chief of police at least 
forty-five (45) days prior to the date requested for sale a license to do so.  
 
Nor shall any person other than a representative of a generally recognized informational or 
commercial advertising medium such as regularly published newspapers and magazines, duly 
licensed commercial broadcasting and cable operations, duly authorized commercial outdoor 
advertising concerns, and governmental agencies, without the prior issuance of said permit, solicit 
United States currency, property, goods, or advertisements, by means of a telephone located within 
or without the boundaries of the City of Taunton whereby the message of solicitation terminates 
within the city limits. Said license shall also be required for any person soliciting by means of a 
telephone located in the City of Taunton whereby the solicitation terminates outside of the city.  
 
Any person soliciting for United States currency, property, goods, or advertisements in exchange 
for a percentage or corn mission upon receipts or any form or sharing the United States currency, 
property, goods, or money received for advertisements, whether by personal contact or via 
telephone, shall so notify the potential donor or individual contacted of said facts, including the 
percentage or sharing basis agreed upon between the solicitor or the company represented by the 
solicitor and the name of the person and/or the name of the organization in whose interest the 
solicitation is being conducted. Furthermore, the solicitor shall give his/her true name and 
residential address, in addition to the address of the location from which the telephone call is 
originating if contact is via telephone. 
 
(b) The license shall be restricted to a one-day period. The issuing authority may establish 
restrictions as to the time of day during which said activity may be conducted in addition to any 
other restriction deemed necessary for the protection of the public. 
 
(c) The license may be terminated at any time by the issuing authority upon violation of the 
foregoing or upon complaint of misconduct or other just cause. 
 
(1) Nor shall any person, other than a representative of the news media, without the prior issuance 
of said license, solicit U.S. currency, property, goods, or advertisements, by means of a telephone 
located within or without the boundaries of the City of Taunton whereby the message of 
solicitation terminates within the city limits. 
 
(2) Said license shall also be required for any person soliciting by means of a telephone located in 
the City of Taunton whereby the solicitation terminates outside of the City of Taunton. 
 
(3) Any person soliciting for U.S. currency, property, goods, or advertisements, whether by 
personal contact or via telephone, on a percentage basis or any form of sharing the U.S. currency, 
property, goods, or money received for advertisements, shall so notify the potential donor or 
individual contacted of said facts, including the percentage or sharing basis agreed upon between 
the solicitor or the company represented by the solicitor and the name of the person and/or the 
name of the organization in whose interest the solicitation is being conducted. 
  
(4) Furthermore, the solicitor shall give his/her true name and residential address, in addition to the 
address of the location from which the telephone call is originating if contact is via telephone. 
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Each collector of U.S. currency, property, goods or advertisements so solicited shall be required to 
be licensed as aforementioned.  
 
(d) Any violation of the foregoing shall be punishable as provided in Section 1-5 of these revised 
ordinances. (Ord. of 1-11-77; Ord. of 12-8-81; Ord. of 2-8-83, sec 1; Ord. of 12-23-86, secs 1, 2) 
 
Sec. 12-79. Permit required for newsracks 
 
(a) No person or business entity shall place, erect, or maintain or cause to be placed, erected, or 
maintained, either temporarily or permanently, upon any street, way, sidewalk, or other place to 
which the public has a right of access any machine, rack, or other unattended device for the sale or 
display of newspapers, magazines, or other forms of publication without first obtaining a permit 
from the municipal council to do so. In determining whether or not to grant a permit under this 
section, the municipal council shall consider such factors as the proposed location of such machine, 
rack, or device; the nature of such machine, rack, or device; the aesthetics of such machine, rack, or 
device in such location; whether such location would be obstructive to vision or flow of vehicular 
or pedestrian traffic; and the utility of such machine, rack, or device at such location.  
 
(b) Every permit granted under the provisions of this section shall be signed by the city clerk, and 
shall be recorded by said clerk in a book for that purpose before being delivered to the permit 
holder and shall be affixed by the permit holder to the machine, rack, or device for which the 
permit is granted. Such permit shall set forth the name of the person or entity so permitted and the 
place where the machine, rack, or device is located and shall continue in force until the first day of 
May next ensuing after the date of its issuance unless sooner revoked. The city clerk, upon issuing 
permits hereunder, shall receive for the city for each permit issued twenty five dollars ($25.00). 
 
 (c) All such machines, racks, or devices located within areas under the jurisdiction of the historic 
district commission under provision of Chapter 10 of these ordinances and Chapter 40C of the 
Massachusetts General Laws shall be subject to the aesthetic approval and regulations of the 
commission. 
 
(d) Any such machine, rack, or device existing at the time of the enactment of this section for 
which a permit has not been granted within ninety (90) days after the enactment of this section 
shall be removed within one hundred thirty-five (135) days after the enactment of this section. 
 
(e) Any machine, rack, or device placed, erected, or maintained in violation of the provisions of 
this section shall be subject to removal by the chief of police or duly authorized representative. Any 
person or business entity causing such unauthorized placement, erection, or maintenance shall be 
liable for the costs of removal, transportation, and storage of such machine, rack, or device and 
shall be subject to a fine of not more than two hundred dollars ($200.00) for each violation. The 
chief of police shall be invested with full authority to enforce the provisions of this section. (Ord. 
of 6-26-84, Ord of 7-11-2000) 
 
 
 
 



 City of Taunton Revised Ordinances 

2010 Printing 1/5/2010                                 Chapter 12  Page 183 
 

Sec. 12-80. Transient vendors' license requirements. 
 
(a) Definitions. The following words shall, for the purpose of this section, have the following 
meanings, unless the context requires otherwise: 
 
Licensing authority. The municipal council for the City of Taunton. 
 
Temporary or transient business. Any exhibition and sale of goods, wares or merchandise which is 
carried on in any tent, booth, building or other structure, unless such place is open for business 
during usual business hours for a period of at least twelve (12) consecutive months. The term shall 
also be applicable to any exhibition and sale of goods, wares or merchandise from vehicles, or 
stands, or otherwise displayed, which do not come within the definition of hawker and peddler.  
 
Transient vendor Any person, either principal or agent, who engages in a temporary or transient 
business in the City of Taunton selling goods, wares or merchandise, either in one locality or in 
travelling from place to place. 
 
(b) Application for license; investigation; fee. Every transient vendor, before making any sales of 
goods, wares or merchandise in the City of Taunton, shall make application to the licensing 
authority for the issuance of a license to conduct a temporary or transient business within the city. 
Said application shall thereafter be forwarded to the chief of police for investigation with the 
results thereof being submitted to the licensing authority. Thereupon, if the application is approved, 
the board shall authorize the city clerk, upon payment by the applicant of a fee of two hundred 
dollars ($200.00), to issue a license authorizing the sale of such goods, wares and merchandise 
within the city. The licensing authority may, in lieu of a fixed license fee, require the applicant to 
file with the board a true statement, under oath, of the average quantity and value of the stock of 
goods, wares and merchandise kept or intended to be kept or exposed by him/her for sale. Said 
board shall submit such statement to the assessors of the city, who, after such examination and 
inquiry as they deem necessary, shall determine such average quantity value and shall forthwith 
transmit a certificate thereof to said board. Thereupon, in lieu of a fixed license fee and prior to the 
issuance of said license, the applicant shall pay to the city clerk a fee equal to the taxes assessable 
in the City of Taunton under the last preceding tax levy therein upon an amount of property of the 
same valuation. Said license shall remain in force until the first day of May next ensuing after the 
date of its issuance unless sooner revoked. 
 
(C) Fines for refusal or neglect to file required statements or false fraudulent representation Any 
transient vendor who sells, or exposes for sale, at public or private sale, any goods, wares or 
merchandise without a license therefor, or any transient vendor who neglects or refuses to file the 
statement previously described, if required by the licensing authority, or makes a false or fraudulent 
representation therein, shall be punished by a fine of not less than one hundred dollars ($100.00) 
nor more than two hundred dollars ($200.00) for each day on which he/she keeps or exposes for 
sale any goods, wares or merchandise. 
 
(d) Prohibited sales. The sale by transient vendors of jewelry, furs, gold, silver, or other precious 
metals is prohibited. 
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(e) Filing applications with false statements prohibited No person shall either as principal or by 
agent file any application, original or supplementary, containing any false statement. 
 
(f) Authority to arrest. A police officer shall have the authority to arrest without a warrant a hawker 
and peddler or transient vendor or any other person the officer has a probable cause to believe is 
violating any provision of this article. 
 
(g) Violation of paragraphs (d) or (e) Any violation of paragraph (d) or (e) of this section shall be 
punishable as provided in Section 1-5 of these Revised Ordinances. (Ord. of 7-2-84; Ord of 8-8-
2000) 
 
Sec. 12-81. License, temporary fixed-location vendors; requirements. 
 
(a) Definitions. The following words shall, for the purposes of this section, have the following 
meanings, unless the context requires otherwise: 
 
Licensing authority: The Municipal Council of the City of Taunton. 
 
Temporary fixed-location vendor: As used in this section, the term shall mean and include any 
person, either principal or agent, who engages in a temporary business in the city selling goods, 
wares, merchandise or food from vehicles, stands or otherwise displayed and who is not required to 
be licensed as a transient vendor or hawker and peddler under M.G.L. chapter 101. 
 
Temporary fixed-location business: The exhibition and sale of goods, wares, merchandise or food 
from vehicles, stands or otherwise displayed, which is not carried on in any tent, booth, building or 
other structure or shelter. The term shall also be applicable to any exhibition and sale of goods, 
wares and merchandise from vehicles, stands or otherwise displayed which does not come within 
the definition of hawker and peddler or transient vendor. 
 
(b) Application for license; investigation; fee. Every temporary fixed-location vendor, before 
making any sales of goods, wares, merchandise or food in the city, shall make application to the 
licensing authority for the issuance of a license to conduct a temporary fixed-location business 
within the city. Such application shall thereafter be forwarded to the chief of police for 
investigation, with the results thereof being submitted to the licensing authority. Thereupon, if the 
application is approved, the board shall authorize the city clerk, upon payment by the applicant of a 
fee of two hundred and fifty dollars ($250.00), to issue a license authorizing the sale of such goods, 
wares, merchandise or food kept or intended to be kept or exposed by him/her for sale. The 
licensing authority may, in lieu of a fixed license fee, require the applicant to file with the board a 
true statement, under oath, of the average quantity and value of the stock of goods, wares and 
merchandise kept or intended to be kept or exposed by him/her for sale. Such board shall submit 
such statement to the assessors of the city who, after such examination and inquiry as they deem 
necessary, shall determine such average quantity value and shall forthwith transmit a certificate 
thereof to the board. Thereupon, in lieu of a fixed license fee and prior to the issuance of the 
license, the applicant shall pay to the city clerk a fee equal to the taxes assessable in the city under 
the last-preceding tax levy therein upon an amount of property of the same valuation. The license 
shall be at all times prominently displayed and shall remain in force until the first day of May next 
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ensuing after the date of its issuance unless sooner revoked. Such license shall not be transferable. 
It shall not authorize more than one (1) person to sell goods, wares, merchandise or food as a 
temporary fixed-location vendor either by agent or clerk or in any way other than his/her own 
proper person, but a licensee may have the assistance of one (1) or more persons in conducting the 
business who may aid, but not act for or without him/her. 
 
(c) Prerequisite for issuance. No person shall be licensed as a temporary fixed-location vendor 
under the provisions of this article until they obtain the following: 

 (1) A certificate from the board of health stating that the vehicle, receptacles and utensils 
are in sanitary condition; 
(2) A license for the sale of milk from the board of health; 
(3) A license as a common victualer from the license commission. 

 
(d) Fines for refusal or neglect to file required statements or false or fraudulent representation. 
Any temporary fixed-location vendor who sells or exposes for sale any goods, wares, merchandise 
or food without a license therefor, or any temporary fixed-location vendor who neglects or refuses 
to file the statement previously described, if required by the licensing authority, or makes false or 
fraudulent representation therein, shall be punished by a fine of not less than one hundred dollars 
($100.00) nor more than two hundred dollars ($200.00) for each day on which he/she keeps or 
exposes for sale any goods, wares, merchandise, or food. 
 
(e) Prohibited sales. The sale by temporary fixed-location vendors of jewelry, furs, gold, silver or 
other precious metals; or wines or spirituous liquors; small artificial flowers or miniature flags is 
prohibited. 
 
(f) Filing application with false statements prohibited. No person shall either as principal or by 
agent file any application, original or supplementary, containing any false statement. 
 
(g) Authority to arrest. A police officer shall have the authority to arrest without a warrant a 
temporary fixed-location vendor or any other person the officer has a probable cause to believe is 
violating any provision of this section. 
 
(h) Violation of paragraphs (e) or (f). Any violation of paragraph (e) or (f) of this section shall be 
punishable as provided in section 1-5 of these Revised Ordinances. (Ord. of 8-4-92; Ord. of 11-1-
93; Ord of 7-14-2009) 
 
Secs. 12-82-12-94. Reserved. 

 
ARTICLE VI. JUNK, OLD METAL, ANTIQUES AND SECONDHAND ARTICLES* 

 
Sec. 12-95. License--Required for dealers or shop keepers for junk, old metal, antiques or 
secondhand articles. 
 
No person or corporation shall store, or keep for sale, or be a keeper of a shop for, or be a dealer in 
the purchase, or sale, or barter of coins minted by the United States government or other 
sovereignty, or metal of any composition including, but not limited to, gold or silver, or antiques or 
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junk or secondhand articles, unless duly licensed therefor by the municipal council. (Rev. Ords. 
1964, sec10-13; Ord. of 10-21-80) 
 
Sec. 12-96. Same--Required for junk collectors; restrictions on issuance. 
 
No person shall go about from place to place within the city collecting junk, old metals, rags, paper 
or secondhand articles with any vehicle, without having been licensed so to do by the municipal 
council, and no person shall be so licensed unless he is a citizen of the United States. Each vehicle 
so used shall have neatly painted upon each side of the outer part thereof the name of the licensee 
and the number of the license, in plain letters and figures of not less than three (3) inches in length, 
and so that same may be distinctly seen and read, subject to the approval of the chief of police. The 
license issued under this section shall be carried by the person licensed when engaged in collecting 
junk, and shall be shown upon request to any police officer and such license shall be valid only as 
to the person named therein (Rev. Ords. 1964, sec 10-14, Ord of 7-11-2000) 
 
Sec. 12-97, Same--Required when no vehicle need. 
 
No person shall collect junk, old metals, rags, paper or secondhand articles within the city without 
a wagon or other vehicle, without having been duly licensed so to do by the municipal council and 
every person so licensed shall wear a badge of the kind, and the manner specified in the preceding 
section. (Rev. Ords. 1964, sec 10-15) 
 
+State law reference--licenses for junk dealers, M.C.L.A., c. 140, sec 54 et seq. 
 
Sec. 12-98. Same--To be signed by city clerk; record book; fee. 
 
Every license granted under the provisions of this article shall be signed by the city clerk, and shall 
be recorded by him/her in a book for that purpose before being delivered to the licensee. Such 
license shall set forth the name of the person licensed, the nature of the business, and the building 
or place, if any, where the business is to be carried on, and shall continue in force until the first day 
of May next ensuing after the date of its issue, unless sooner revoked. The city clerk upon issuing 
licenses hereunder shall receive for the use of the city for each license issued, One Hundred dollars 
($100.00). (Rev. Ords. 1964, sec 10-16; Ord. Of 11-5-84, sec 2, Ord of 7-11-2000; Ord of 9-24-
2001; Ord of 7-14-2009) 
State law reference--Similar provisions, M.G.L.A., c. 140, sec 202. 
 
Sec. 12-99. Same--Term. 
 
The municipal council may grant licenses at any time during the month of April, to take effect on 
the first day of May then next ensuing, and after the thirtieth day of April licenses may be granted 
by it for the remainder of the year ending on the first day of the following May. (Rev. Ords. 1964, 
sec 10-17) 
State law reference--Similar provisions, M.G.L.A., c. 140, sec 203. 
 
 
 
 



 City of Taunton Revised Ordinances 

2010 Printing 1/5/2010                                 Chapter 12  Page 187 
 

Sec. 12-100. Same--Revocation; notice of revocation.  
 
Any license granted under this article may be revoked at pleasure by the municipal council. 
Whenever any such license shall be revoked, the city clerk shall note such revocation upon the face 
of the record of the license, and shall give written notice of such revocation to the chief of police 
and to the holder of the license. Such notice shall be delivered to the holder of the license in person 
or may be left at the place of business designated in the license. (Rev. Ords. 1964, sec10-18) 
 
Sec. 12-101. Signs required on shops, 
 
Every person licensed as a keeper of a shop shall put in some suitable and conspicuous place on the 
shop a sign having the name and occupation legibly painted thereon in letters large enough to be 
visible from the street and no person so licensed shall carry on the business in any other place than 
that designated in the license, unless consent to the removal is granted by the municipal council and 
endorsed on his/her license by the city clerk. (Rev. Ords. 1964, sec 10-19) 
 
Sec. 12-102. Record book required; penalty for violations. 
 
(a) All persons, including corporations, licensed to store or keep for sale or licensed as collectors 
of, or dealers in, or keepers of shops for the purchase, sale or barter of coins minted by the United 
States of America or other sovereignty, or metal of any composition including but not limited to 
gold or silver, or copper line wire or scrap copper wire, or antiques, or junk, or secondhand articles, 
shall keep a bound book with pages numbered consecutively. At the time of every purchase or 
receipt of any such article, an entry shall be made in said book, legibly written or printed in the 
English language, giving a detailed description of the purchase or receipt, the quantity purchased, 
the purchase price, the date of purchase, the name, the age, residence (street, number, city or town) 
of the seller, and the registration number of the seller's motor vehicle. If the seller is not the owner 
of a registered motor vehicle, the subject's motor vehicle operator license number shall be recorded.  
 
(b) It shall be the Licensee’s responsibility to require and record the following information for each 
transaction and sales. 
 

1. A photocopy of the seller’s driver’s license or photo identification card. 
 
2. License plate number of the vehicle used to convey the material sold to the dealer. 
 
3. Sales slip will contain a legibly written or printed in the English language description of the 

material purchased, date of purchase, printed name and signature of seller acknowledging 
that he/she legally owns the material offered for sale. 

 
4. A photograph of the material offered for sale. 
 
 
5. Any police officer shall be afforded access to the business to view the bound book, sales 

slips, and photocopies of driver’s licenses at any time during regular business hours.  
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6. Any violations of the foregoing, after a hearing, shall be a valid reason for immediate 
revocation of said license, junk, metal, antique and second hand articles, and or a fine of not 
less than $200.00 per offense. 

 
7. The licensee shall retain the information obtained pursuant to this section for one year from 

the date of sale. 
 
(c) Any violation of the foregoing shall be a valid reason for immediate revocation of said license. 
 
(d) Said bound book shall be kept by the licensee for at least one year from the date of the last entry 
recorded in same. 
 
(e) Whoever violates any provision of this section or any other section of this article, shall be 
punished as provided in section 1-5 of these Revised Ordinances. For the purposes of this section, 
each unlawful act, transaction, or omission to comply with any provision shall constitute a separate 
offense.  
 
(f) Stolen Goods.  Every licensee who shall receive or be in possession of any goods, articles or 
things of value that may have been lost or stolen shall upon demand produce such article or thing to 
any member of the police department for examination. 
 
(g) Minors.  No licensee shall have any business dealings with any person less than 18 years of age, 
except with the written consent of the parent or guardian of the minor to each particular transaction. 
 
(h) Severability.  The provisions of this ordinance are severable, and if any part of this ordinance 
should be found to be invalid, such invalidity shall not affect the remaining provisons. 
 
(Rev. Ords. 1964,sec10-20; Ord. of 1-2-79; Ord. of 10-21-80: Ord of 3-3-2009) 
 
Sec. 12-103. Books and shops to be open for inspections; alteration of entries in record book. 
 
No entry in the record book required by section 12-102 shall be changed, erased, obliterated or  
defaced and such book, every such shop and all articles of merchandise therein shall at all times be 
open for inspection by the mayor, any member of the municipal council, chief of police, or any 
other person by any of them duly authorized and of every police officer of the city. (Rev. Ords. 
1964, sec 10-21) 
 
Sec. 12-104. Hours of business regulated. 
 
No shop licensed under the provisions of this article shall remain open for the transaction of 
business on Sundays and all such shops shall be closed for the transaction of business on every 
other day of the week from 9:00 p.m. to 6:00 a.m. and no keeper of such shop shall purchase or 
receive any of the articles enumerated in section 12-95 during that time, but, with this exception, 
namely; that the shops of those persons engaged in the business of buying and selling "antiques," 
so-called, and such articles as may be properly and genuinely classified within such category, may 
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remain open for the transaction of business on Sundays between the hours of 9:00 a.m. and  6:00 
p.m. and on every other day of the week from 6:00 a.m. to 9:80 p.m. (Rev. Ords. 1964, sec 10-22) 
 
Sec. 12-105. Purchases from miners prohibited; period of time purchases to be held; penalty 
for violations. 
 
(a) No person who holds a license under the provisions of this article shall directly or indirectly 
purchase or receive by way of barter or exchange any of the articles mentioned in section 12-95 
from any minor, knowing or having reason do believe him/her to be such. No article purchased or 
received by such person in the management of the business shall be sold by him/her until a period 
of at least two (2) weeks from the date of its purchase or receipt by him/her shall have elapsed. 
 
(b) Any violation of the foregoing shall be a valid reason for immediate revocation of said license. 
(Rev. Ords. 1964, sec 10-23; Ord. of 1-2-79) 
 
Sec. 12-106. Provisions of article to be incorporated in license. 
 
All the applicable provisions of this chapter shall be incorporated in any license granted under 
them. (Rev. Ords. 1964, sec 10-24) 
 
Sec 12-107. Vehicles to be covered. 
 
(a) Any vehicle engaged in transporting or hauling junk cars, scrap metal or other like materials on 
public ways within the city must be enclosed in such manner or otherwise covered so as to prevent 
materials and debris from falling from said vehicles onto public ways within the city. 
(b) The penalty for the violation of this section shall be as provided in Section 1-5 of these Revised 
Ordinances for each offense. (Ord. of 4-22-75) 
State law reference-authority, M.G.L.A., c. 140, sec 179. 
 
Secs. 12-108--12-122. Reserved. 
 

ARTICLE VII. LUNCH CARTS 
 
 
Secs. 12-123--12-140. Reserved. 
 

ARTICLE VIII. NEWSBOYS 
 
Secs. 12-141--12-151. Reserved. 
 

ARTICLE IX. PAWNBROKERS 
 

Sec. 12-158. License required; application for license; fee; term of license. 
 
The municipal council shall license suitable persons to be pawnbrokers. Applications for such 
license shall be filed at the office of the city clerk and shall be referred to and reported upon by the 
committee on police and licenses. The city clerk shall issue such licenses authorized by the council 
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upon the payment of a fee of one hundred and fifty dollars ($150.00). Each such license shall run 
for a period of one year and shall expire upon May the first following. (Rev. Ords. 1964, sec 10-28; 
Ord. of 11-5-84, sec 5, Ord of 7-11-2000) 
 
State law reference-Pawnbrokers, M.G.L.A., c. 140, secs 70--85. 
 
Sec. 12-159. Record  book  to  be  kept;  furnishing information  to  licensing  authorities; 
penalties for violations. 
 
(a) Every pawnbroker shall keep a bound book with pages numbered consecutively in which, at the 
time of making a loan, shall be legibly written in the English language an account and description, 
including all distinguishing marks and numbers, of the articles pawned, the amount of money 
loaned thereon, and time of pawning them, the rate of interest to be paid on such loan, and the 
name, age, residence, including the street, number, city or town and the registration number of the 
vehicle used by the person pawning such articles, and shall furnish a correct record of  such 
transactions, containing all such information, once a week, or more frequently if required, to the 
licensing authorities or to any person designated by them. Every pawnbroker shall also photograph 
any person pawning articles and keep the photographs with said books as part of his/her records. 
 
(b) It shall be the licensee's responsibility to require satisfactory identification of the person 
pawning such article. 
 
(c) Said bound book shall be kept by the licensee for at least one year from the date of the last entry 
recorded in same.  
 
(d) Any violation of any provision of this article shall be a valid reason for immediate revocation of 
said license. In addition, whoever violates any provision of any section under this article shall be 
punished as provided by section 1-5 of these Revised Ordinances. Each unlawful act, transaction or 
omission to comply with any provision shall constitute a separate offense. (Rev. Ords. 1964, sec 
10-29; Ord. of 1-2-79) 
 
State law reference--Similar provisions, M.G.L.A., c. 140. Sec 79. 
 
Sec. 12-160. Memorandum of loan to be given. 
 
Every pawnbroker shall, at the time of making such loans, deliver to the person who pawns any 
article a memorandum or note signed by the pawnbroker and containing the substance of the entry 
required by section 12-159. No charge shall be made or required by any pawnbroker for such entry, 
memorandum or note. (Rev. Ords. 1964, sec 10-30) 
 
Sec. 12-161. Interest rate restrictions. 
 
(a) Every pawnbroker shall, at the time of making such loans, completely disclose the interest rate 
to be charged on said loan; and in no event shall a pawnbroker charge or receive an interest rate 
greater than that fixed by this section. The maximum interest rate to be allowed under this section 
is eighteen (18) per cent per year, or four and five-tenths (4.5) per cent per month for four (4) 
months. 
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(b) Any pawnbroker who violates any provision of this or the preceding sections shall be punished 
in accordance with the provisions of General Laws, chapter 140. (Rev. Ords. 1964, sec 10-30A; 
Ord. of 11-15-77) 
 
State law reference--Authority to fix interest rates, M.G.L.A., c. 140, sec 72. 
 
Sec. 12-162. Transactions with minors prohibited. 
 
No person who holds a license under the provisions of this article, nor any of the employees or 
agents, shall, directly or indirectly, conduct any transactions with any minor, knowing or having 
reason to believe the person to be such. It shall be the licensee's responsibility to require 
satisfactory proof of age. Violations of this section shall be punishable in accordance with section 
12-159. (Ord. of 1-2-79) 
 
Secs. 12-163--12-178. Reserved. 
 

ARTICLE X. PUBLIC SERVICE VEHICLES* 
 
Sec. 12-179. Definition. 
 
Every vehicle drawn or propelled except motorbuses and jitneys transporting passengers for hire as 
a business between fixed and regular termini, used in the city for the conveyance for hire of 
persons, or property, and using the public ways of the city for solicitations of business, shall be 
called a public service vehicle, which term shall include taxicabs and limousines, and shall be 
licensed by the municipal council. (Rev. Ords. 1964, sec10-31, Ord of 7-11-2000) 
 
*State law references-Authority to regulate carriages and vehicles, M.G.L.A., c. 40, sec 22; licenses for motor vehicles 
providing public transportation, M.G.L.A., c. 159A, sec 1. 
Cross reference--Rules of construction end definitions generally, sec 1-2. 
 
Sec. 12-180. License--Required; license fee; metal license plates to be furnished. 
 
The municipal council may grant to such persons, upon such terms as it may deem expedient, 
licenses for public service vehicles upon payment of a fifty dollar ($50.00) license fee.  (Rev. Ords. 
1964, sec 10-32; Ord. of 11-5-84, sec 3, Ord of 7-11-2000) 
 
Sec. 12-182. Same--By whom issued; term; application. 
 
All permits, licenses, locations, stops and stands required by ordinance, except when otherwise 
specifically provided by law, shall be granted by the municipal council, and a copy sent to the chief 
of police, and a record thereof kept by the city clerk. Such permits and licenses and the right to use 
such locations, stops and stands, shall expire on the first day of May next after the date thereof, and 
may be revoked and cancelled at any time at the discretion of the municipal council. Petitions 
therefor shall be signed by the applicant and shall contain the name and address of the owner; 
description of the vehicle; the maximum number of seated passengers carried, or maximum freight 
capacity of the vehicle, the net weight of the vehicle; and such other information as may be 
required by the licensing authority. (Rev. Ords. 1964, sec10-34) 
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Sec. 12-183. Same--Liability insurance policy prerequisite to issuance. 
 
Before the issuance of a license for a public service vehicle and while such license is in effect, the 
owner of the license shall have on file with the city clerk a certificate of insurance as evidence that 
the vehicle is then properly insured under the Massachusetts Standard Liability Policy. In the case 
of such vehicle carrying passengers, the certificate of insurance shall indicate that the owner of the 
license is properly insured against damages for injuries to persons transported in the vehicle 
licensed, and travelers upon the highway, in the minimum sum of twenty-five thousand dollars 
($25,000.00) for injury or death of one person, and fifty thousand dollars ($50,000.00) for injury or 
death of more than one person in the same accident. In the case of such a vehicle carrying property, 
the certificate of insurance shall indicate that the owner of the license is properly insured in the sum 
of five thousand dollars ($5,000.00) against damage for loss or damage to the property transported 
in the vehicle licensed. In lieu of such certificate of insurance the licensee may have on file with the 
city clerk, an indemnity bond in the respective sums mentioned in each case, with ample surety or 
sureties, approved by the city solicitor and city clerk, conditioned for the same carriage of 
passengers, or the safe delivery of property to its destination, or both, as the case may be, for the 
benefit of any persons damaged. Failure to have such insurance certificate or bond on file with the 
city clerk and in effect shall be a revocation of the license. (Rev. Ords. 1964, sec 10-35; Ord. of 1-
4-83) 
 
Sec. 12-184. Stands--Authorized; designation; licenses; abandonment  of licensed  stands; 
limitation on number of stand licenses to be issued. 
 
(a) The municipal council may determine the locations and boundaries and descriptions in the 
public ways of the city, of  passenger  zones,  private  stands,  bus  stops  and stands, taxi stands, 
express truck stands, freight truck stands, and stands for other public service vehicles, in such 
places and numbers as may be of benefit to the public. Such stands and stopping places shall be 
designated by appropriate signs, and painted lines on the curb and surface of the ways under the 
supervision of the chief of police, so that drivers of vehicles may be informed thereof. Licenses 
thereof shall state the terms under which the license is issued, the name and address of the licensee, 
a description of the vehicle licensed, the boundaries and location of the stand, the hours and times 
when such stands may be occupied, and such other conditions and limitations as may be imposed 
unless otherwise voted by the municipal council. 
 
(b) Stands not occupied or used by the licensee daily shall be deemed to be abandoned and all 
rights thereto shall cease. 
 
(c) The total number of such licenses shall not exceed one such license for every one thousand 
(1,000) of the population of the city according to the most recent federal census report.  No person  
shall own or control in excess of twenty-five (25) per cent of the total number of allowable stand 
licenses. (Rev. Ords. 1964, sec10-36, Ord of 7-11-2000) 
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Sec. 12-185. Same--Taxi stand fee. 
 
The fee for the issuance of a license for a taxi stand shall be one hundred dollars ($100.00). The 
name of the concern to whom the license is given shall appear on the public service vehicle plate. 
(Rev. Ords. 1964, sec 10-37, Ord of 7-11-2000) 
 
Sec. 12-186. Same--Taxi stand licenses not to be sold or transferred.  
 
Taxi stand licenses shall not be sold or transferred without the consent of the municipal council. 
(Rev. Ords. 1964, sec10-38) 
 
Sec. 12-187. Same--Bus stands. 
 
No person in charge of, or, driving a motorbus, except in case of emergency, or by direction of a 
police officer or official traffic sign or signal, shall allow such vehicle to stop or remain stationary 
at any place in the public ways of the city, except places officially designated as stops and stands 
for such vehicles, and such vehicles shall stop at officially designated stops only while passengers 
are entering or leaving the vehicle and while no other vehicle or bus occupies the stopping place. 
(Rev. Ords. 1964, sec 10-39) 
 
Sec. 12-188. Same--Taxis to park only in licensed stands. 
 
No person in charge of, or driving a cab, truck or job wagon shall permit the same to stand, for the 
solicitation of business, in the public ways of the city except at the officially designated stands for 
each vehicle duly licensed to occupy the same, which license shall be in the vehicle at al times. 
(Rev. Ords. 1964, sec10-40) 
 
Sec. 12-189. Taxicab drivers--Photographs and finger prints required; uniform cap with 
badge required; picture to be posted in cab. 
 
Every owner or person conducting a taxicab business shall cause all his/her drivers to be 
photographed and fingerprinted at police headquarters. The owner or person conducting a taxicab 
business shall furnish all drivers with a uniform cap equipped with a badge containing a legible 
number together with the name of the concern. The owner or person conducting a taxicab business 
shall also require the driver's picture, name and number to be placed in a conspicuous place in the 
cab while such vehicle is under the control of such driver. (Rev. Ords. 1964, sec10-42) 
 
Sec. 12-192. Subletting taxi stands prohibited. 
 
No person to whom a taxi stand license has been granted by the municipal council shall sublet the 
stand or any part thereof to another individual or concern as a means of conducting a business 
either as a partner or as a separate operator. (Rev. Ords. 1964, sec10-45) 
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Sec. 12-193. Restriction on number of taxis at each stand. 
 
No more taxis will be allowed in any stand than the number called for in the license granted by the 
municipal council. (Rev. Ords. 1964, sec10-46) 
 
Sec. 12-194. Taxis to bear illuminated designation of owner. 
 
Every taxi licensed under this article shall bear the designation of its owner by means of an 
illuminated light, placed on the top of the vehicle. (Rev. Ords. 1964, sec 10-47) 
 
Sec. 12-195. Vehicles to be kept clean and sanitary. 
 
All public service vehicles licensed under this article shall be kept clean at all times and shall be 
inspected after each trip for lost articles, which if found, shall be immediately turned over to the 
owner of such taxi or the person in charge of conducting the business at the time and a report made 
to the police department. (Rev. Ords. 1964, sec 10-48) 
 
Sec. 12-196. Refusal to pay fare. 
 
No person liable for the payment of a fare to a licensee under this article shall refuse to pay or 
attempt to evade payment of same. (Rev. Ords. 1964, sec 10-49)  
 
Sec. 12-197. Rates regulated. 
 
The licensing board subject to the approval of the municipal council, may establish, revise and 
amend, maximum rates of fares for the carriage of passengers for hire, from place to place in the 
city and maximum tariff rates for transportation of property in the city. No person shall demand or 
receive for such service a sum in excess of the rates so established. (Rev. Ords. 1964, sec 10-50) 
 
Sec. 12-198. Rate schedule to be posted in vehicle. 
 
Every taxi shall contain a card showing the rate of fare which shall be set by ordinance, recorded 
with the city clerk and approved by the municipal council. Copies of such cards shall be on file at 
police headquarters and also shall be displayed in taxicabs in clear view of the passengers therein. 
Such rates shall be uniform for all taxi concerns. Rates shall be as follows; 

First mile (1 mile) $3.00 
$2.00 for each mile thereafter 
$1.00 for stops 
(Rev. Ords. 1964, sec10-51, Ord of 7-11-2000; Ord of 9-20-2005) 

 
Sec 12-199 Establishing a license for theatrical exhibitions, public shows, amusements, 
concerts and dances etc. 
 
The Municipal Council may, except as provided in M.G.L. c149, sec 105, grant and set the fee for, 
upon such terms and conditions as are described hereinafter,  a license for theatrical exhibitions, 
public shows, public amusements and exhibitions of every description, including "Rave" concerts 



 City of Taunton Revised Ordinances 

2010 Printing 1/5/2010                                 Chapter 12  Page 195 
 

and dances, to be held upon weekdays only, to which admission is obtained upon payment of 
money or upon the delivery of any valuable thing or in which after free admission, amusement is 
furnished upon a deposit of money in a coin controlled apparatus, but in no event shall any such fee 
be greater than one hundred dollars. 
 
The application for such a license shall be in writing and shall fully and specifically describe the 
conditions of the proposed exhibition, show, or amusement and the premises upon which the 
proposed exhibition, show, or amusement is to take place, to the extend that such conditions or 
premises would affect the public safety, health or order. Upon written request of the Municipal 
Council, the applicant shall in addition furnish reasonable information concerning the conditions of 
the premises and actions to be taken in order to prevent danger to the public safety, health, or order.   
Within thirty days following receipt of such application, the Municipal Council shall grant a license 
or shall order a hearing preceded by at least ten days written notice to the applicant . Within forty-
five days next following the close of such hearing, the Municipal Council  shall grant such license 
or shall deny such license upon a finding that issuance of such a license would lead to the creation 
of a nuisance or would endanger the public health, safety or order by: 
 
(a)   unreasonably  increasing  pedestrian  traffic  in  the  area  in which the premises are located or 
(b)  increasing the incidence of disruptive conduct in the area in which the premises are located or 
(c)  unreasonably  increasing  the  level  of  noise  in  the  area  in which the premises are located. 
 
Notice of such a denial shall be delivered to the applicant in writing and shall be accompanied by a 
statement of the reasons therefor.  No application shall be denied if the anticipated harm is not 
significant or if the likelihood of its occurrence is remote.  The Municipal Council may impose 
conditions upon a license but Said conditions may only relate to compliance with applicable laws 
or ordinances, or to public safety, health or order, or to steps required to be taken to guard against 
creation of a nuisance or to insure adequate safety and security for patrons or the affected public. 
 
No applicant having been denied a license as aforesaid shall submit the same or a similar 
application within one year of said denial without including in said new application facts that the 
circumstances upon which the original denial was based have substantially changed. 
 
The Municipal Council may revoke or suspend a license granted pursuant to the provisions of this 
section upon finding, after a hearing preceded by ten days written notice to the licensee, that 
conditions exist which would have justified denial of the original application for such license 
provided, that the Municipal Council may petition the superior court department of the trial court to 
enjoin any violation of this section. 
 
No License shall issue, however, for a traveling carnival, circus or other such traveling amusement 
which does not have its principal place of business within the commonwealth unless the licensee 
certifies that the licensee has provided by insurance for the payment of compensation and the 
furnishing of other benefits under chapter one hundred and fifty-two to all persons to be employed 
by said licensee and that such insurance shall continue in full force and effect during the term of the 
license; and the licensee further certifies  that  he/she  has  obtained  a  policy  of  public  liability 
insurance in the amount of at least twenty-five thousand dollars to pay any claims or judgments 
rendered against the licensee in favor of  patrons  or  others  to  recover  damages  resulting  from  
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the negligence of the license.  The amount of insurance of the policy hereinbefore required or in 
effect shall not limit or impair any right of recovery to which any plaintiff may be entitled in excess 
of such amount. 
 
A license issued under this section shall expire at the date and time stated thereon as determined by 
the Municipal Council.(Ord of 10-7-97) 
 
Sec 12-200 Establishing a License for Theatrical Exhibitions, Public Shows, Amusements, 
concerts and dances, etc to be held at establishments required to be licensed under M.G.L. 
C138, sec12 AND M.G.L. C140, secs 2, 21a & 21e 
 
No innholder, common victualler, keeper of a tavern, or person owning, managing, or controlling 
any  club,  restaurant  or other establishment  required to be licensed under section twelve of 
chapter  one  hundred  and  thirty-eight  or  under  section  two, twenty-one A or twenty-one E of 
chapter one hundred and forty or section 186 of chapter 140, and no person owning, managing, or 
controlling any concert,  dance, exhibition,  cabaret or public show of any description including 
"Rave" dances or concerts to be conducted on any premises required to be licensed under the 
sections described above, shall, as a part of its usual business, offer to view, set up, set on foot, 
maintain or carry on a concert, dance, exhibition, cabaret, rave dance or concert or public show of 
any description or any gathering and/or public event commencing after normal business hours, 
unless application has been made to the License Commission and approved in accordance with the 
provisions of this section. 
 
Definition of normal business hours shall be defined as the hours of operation contained in the 
license issued by the City of Taunton.  
 
The application for such license shall be in writing and shall state the type of concert, dance, 
exhibition, cabaret or public show sought to be licensed and shall state whether such public show 
will include :  (a)  dancing by patrons,  (b)  dancing by entertainers or performers   (c)  recorded  or  
live  music,  (d)  the  use  of  an or moving amplification system,  (e) a theatrical exhibition, play, 
picture show, (f) a floor show of any description, (g) a light show of any description, or (h) any 
other dynamic audio or visual show, whether live or recorded. 
 
The application shall also state whether as part of the concert, dance exhibition, cabaret or public 
show any person will be permitted to appear on the premises in any manner or attire as to exposed 
to public view any portion of the pubic area, anus, or genitals, or any simulation thereof, or whether 
any female person will be permitted to appear on the premises in any manner or attire as to expose 
to public view any portion of the breast below the top of the areola, or any simulation thereof. 
 
Upon request of the License Commission, the applicant shall furnish further additional information  
concerning the type of concert, dance exhibition,  cabaret,  or public show sought to be licensed,  
the conditions of the premises, and the actions to be taken in order to prevent danger to the public 
safety,  health or order. Once a license has been granted to an applicant, the licensee shall continue 
to provide each information to the License Commission upon their request with regarding to any 
particular concert, dance exhibition, cabaret, or public show or with regard to the conduct of the 
premises in general. 
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Within forty-five days following receipt of an application for a license under this section, the 
License Commission may (a) grant the license or,  (b) shall provide the opportunity for a hearing 
on the application by written notice to the applicant given seven days prior to the hearing date. 
 
Within thirty days next following the final date of such opportunity for a hearing the License 
Commission shall,  (a) grant the license or,  (b) deliver to the applicant a written notice denying the 
license and stating in writing the reasons for such denial.  No application having been denied as 
aforesaid and no similar application thereto may be filed within on year of said denial except in the 
discretion of the License Commission. 
 
The License Commission shall grant a license under this section unless they find that the license, 
taken alone or in combination with other licensed activities on the premises , would adversely 
affect the public health,  safety or order,  in that the concert, dance, exhibition, cabaret, or public 
show cannot be conducted in a manner so as to:  (a) protect employees, patrons, and members of 
the public inside or outside the premises from disruptive conduct, from criminal activity,  or from 
health,  safety or fire hazards:  (b) prevent an unreasonable increase in the level of noise in the area 
caused by the licensed activity or caused by patrons entering or leaving the premises; or (c) prevent 
an unreasonable increase in the level of pedestrian or vehicular traffic in the area of the premises or 
an unreasonable increase in the number of vehicles to be parked in the area of the premises or an 
unreasonable increase in the number of vehicles to be parked in the area of the premises. 
 
The License Commission may modify, suspend or revoke a license granted pursuant to the 
provisions of this section after providing an opportunity for a hearing preceded by a written notice 
to the license ten days prior to the hearing date.  The License Commission may not modify, 
suspend or revoke such license unless they find that the licensee, taken alone or in combination 
with other licensed activities on the premises, has adversely affected the public health, safety or 
order as stated in the preceding paragraph.  In any case in which the License Commission modifies, 
suspends or revokes a license, they shall notify the licensee in writing of such action and said 
written notice shall be accompanied by a statement of reasons. 
 
In order to preserve and protect the public health, safety, and order as aforesaid, the License 
Commission may place conditions upon the license and promulgate rules and regulations for such 
licenses. The License Commission may modify,  suspend or revoke a license pursuant to this 
section for any violation of their rules and regulations or for any violation of law and may petition 
the superior court department of the trial court to enjoin any violation of this section. 
 
Licenses under this section shall prohibit minors from attending any concert, dance, exhibition, 
cabaret or public show of any description in which or at which any appears in a manner or attire as 
to expose to public view any portion of the pubic area, anus, or genitals, or any simulation thereof, 
or which or at which any female person appears in a manner or attire as to expose to public view 
any portion of the breast below the top of the areola, or any simulation thereof. 
 
A license issued under this section, unless revoked, shall expire on December thirty-first of each 
year.  The fee for any such license or for any renewal thereof shall not exceed on hundred dollars. 
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The provisions of this section shall be applicable seven days per week; provided, however, that no 
license under this section shall be granted to permit such activities, except an athletic game or 
sport, or motion picture exhibited at a drive-in theater during the period from the last Sunday in 
April to the last Sunday In October, on Sundays or before one o'clock in the afternoon on Sundays ,  
without the written approval of the License Commission, made in accordance with the provisions 
of this section, upon written application to the said commission accompanied by a fee of not more 
than five dollars, or in the case of an annual license by a fee of not more than one hundred dollars 
(Ord of 10-7-97; Ord of 10-10-2000). 
 
Sec 12-201 Skating Rinks  
 
Upon proper application and payment of fee hereunder prescribed, the Mayor of Taunton may grant 
a license to any person to establish, keep open and maintain skating rinks to be used for roller 
skating, carousels, inclined railways, ferris wheels and outdoor exhibitions for the amusement of 
the public, for hire, gain or reward, upon such terms, conditions, and regulations as they deem 
proper, subject to sections two hundred and two to two hundred and five, inclusive of General 
Laws Chapter 140. 
 
Whoever, without such license, establishes, keeps open or maintains a skating rink to be used for 
the amusement or roller skating or any other amusement referred to in the preceding section shall 
be punished by a fine or not more than five hundred dollars. 
 
The application fee hereunder shall be in the amount of $50.00.  Said license shall be effective 
upon issue and will expire December 31st, annually. (Ord of 10-10-2000) 
 
Secs. 12-202-12-214. Reserved. 
 

ARTICLE XI. SALE OF SECONDHAND MOTOR VEHICLES 
 
Sec. 12-215. Application for renewal of license. 
 
Application for renewal of licenses under Section 59 of Chapter 140 of the General Laws, as 
amended, shall be made on or before the first day of December in the year current if the applicant is 
then the holder of such a license. Any Class II license which remains inactive for a period of one 
(1) year shall revert to the city. The total number of Class II licenses issued and in effect shall not 
at any time exceed a total of fifty (50). (Rev. Ords. 1964, sec 10-52; Ord. of 4-6-65; Ord. of 7-6-76; 
Ord. of 11-30-82; Ord. of 6-14-88; Ord of 5-2-95) 
 
Sec. 12-216. License fees. 
 
The fee for any license issued under Section 59 of Chapter 140 of the General Laws, as amended, 
shall be one hundred dollars ($100.00). (Rev. Ords. 1964, sec 10-53; Ord. of 5-23-67; Ord. of 11-5-
84, sec 1, Ord of 7-11-2000; Ord of 12-18-2001) 
 
Secs. 12-217--12-227. Reserved. 
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ARTICLE XII. UNIFORM COMMERCIAL CODE FILINGS* 
 
Sec. 12-228. Recordings for uniform commercial code documents. 
 
The filing fee for recording of uniform commercial code documents shall be as follows: 
Financing statement $ 10.00 
Amendment to financing statement $ 10.00 
Continuation of financing statement $ 10.00 
Release of collateral $ 10.00 
Search request by mail $ 10.00 
Termination of financing statement $ 5.00 
Assignment of financing statement $ 10.00 
Copies of oversize documents by mail (1--3 
pages) 

$2.00 

Each additional page $1.00 
Copy of financing statement-uncertified $2.00 
-Certified $3.00 
.Editor's note--Ordinance of Dec. 29, 1981 amended these Revised Ordinances by adding a new Art. XII, sec 12-301. 
The editor, in his discretion, has renumbered the new sec 12-301 as sec 12-228. 
 (Ord. of 12-29-81) 
 
Secs. 12-229--12-239. Reserved. 
 

ARTICLE XIII, SIDEWALK CAFES* 
 
Sec. 12-240. Promulgation of rules, regulations and specifications. 
 
The license commission is hereby authorized to regulate the operation of cafes through 
promulgation of appropriate rules, regulations and specifications. (Ord. of 7--13-82, sec 2-224) 
 
Sec. 12-241. License required. 
 
It shall be unlawful to sell, or offer for sale, any food or beverage on any street or sidewalk within 
the city without first obtaining a license therefore from the license commission of the City of 
Taunton as set forth in this article. (Ord. of 7-13-82, sec 2-220) 
 
Sec. 12-242. Application requirements; fee. 
 
(a) Each applicant for a license under this article shall submit three (3) copies of the plans for a cafe 
to the license commission together with a nonrefundable fee of one hundred dollars ($100.00). Said 
plans shall show that the applicant:  
 

(1) Has a liquor license that will allow, or may be amended to allow, him/her to serve 
alcoholic beverages in his/her cafe. (This requirement shall apply only to those cafes 
desiring to sell alcoholic beverages and is not a precondition to obtaining a license.) 
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+Editor's note-An ordinance of July 13, 1982, amended the Code by adding an Art. XII to Ch. 12. Inasmuch as 
the Ch. 12 already contained an Art. XII, the editor has redesignated the provisions of said ordinance as Art. 
XIII of Ch. 12. 
Cross references-Buildings, sec 4-1 et seq.; garbage, trash and refuse, (sec 8-1 et seq.; health and sanitation, 
sec 9-1 et seq.; streets and sidewalks, sec 20-1 et seq. 
 
(2)Has provided for a minimum of one-half of the sidewalk for the general use of 
pedestrians, between the curbline and the edge of said cafe nearest to any curbline.  
 
(3)Has made provisions that all utensils, containers and materials to be used in said cafe are 
made of non-glass products. 
 
(4)  Has complied with any and all rules, regulations and specifications set forth by the 
license commission pursuant to this article. 

 
(b) The applicant shall further provide the following: 

(1)  The name, home and business address of the applicant, and the name and address of the 
owner, if other than the applicant, of the business. 
 
(2)  A description of the type of food, beverage or merchandise to be sold. 
 
(3)  A certificate of inspection by the representatives of the board of health. The provisions 
of Article X of the state sanitary code establishing sanitation standards for said service 
establishments as authorized by Chapters 111 and 30A of the Massachusetts General Laws 
shall be complied with insofar as applicable. 
 
(4)  Proof of an insurance policy, issued by an insurance company licensed to do business in 
the commonwealth, protecting the licensee and the city from all claims for damages to 
property and bodily injury, including death, which may arise from operations under or in 
connection with the license. Such insurance shall name as additional insureds the city and 
shall provide that the policy shall not terminate or be cancelled prior to the expiration date 
without thirty (30) days advance written notice to the city. 
 (Ord. of 7-13-82, sec 2-221) 

 
Sec. 12-243. Issuance. 
 
(a) Not later than thirty (30) days after the filing of a completed application for a vendor's license, 
the applicant shall be notified by the license officer of the decision on the issuance or denial of the 
license. 
 
(b) The license commission shall consider the application as a whole subject to the standards set 
forth herein. 
 
(c) In the event that two (2) or more applications for the same location are received, the earliest 
application, if approved, shall re-awarded the location. The number of locations and distance 
between locations for which a license has been granted shall be up to the license commission's 
discretion. 
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(d) If the license is approved, the commission shall issue the license for a period of five (5) months 
from May through September or any portion of said period. If the license is denied, the applicant 
shall be provided with a statement of the reasons therefore, which reasons shall be entered in 
writing on the application. The license shall be valid only for the location listed. (Ord. Of 7-13-82, 
sec 2-222) 
 
Sec 12-244. Denial, suspension and revocation.  
 
Any license may be denied, suspended or revoked for any of the following causes: 
(1)  Fraud or misrepresentation contained in the application for the license. 
(2)  Fraud or misrepresentation made in the course of carrying on the business. 
(3)  Conduct of the licensed business in such manner as to create a public nuisance, or constitute a 
danger to the public health, safety, welfare or morals. 
(4) Conduct which is contrary to the provisions of this article.  
(Ord. of 7-13-82, sec 2-231) 
 
Sec. 12-245. Renewal. 
 
All licenses are valid for the entire licensing period unless revoked or suspended prior to 
expiration. An application to renew a license shall be made not earlier than March 1 of the next 
year. (Qrd. of 7-13-82, sec 2-230) 
 
Sec. 12-246. Cafe regulations. 
 
A cafe authorized and operated pursuant to this article shall: 
(1)  Comply with all plans submitted to and approved by the license commission. 
(2)  Within fifteen (15) minutes after the closing of the cafe, have all furniture, utensils, containers 
or any other materials used in the operation of the cafe or within the area used by the cafe removed 
from the sidewalk area, provided that any railing, flooring or other support or enclosure used in the 
assembly, operation or enclosure of the cafe may be allowed to remain on the sidewalk area if 
specifically permitted in the commission's approval of the cafe plans. 
(3)  No cafe shall remain open after 8:30 p.m. without a special permit issued by the license 
commission for a special event. (Ord. of 7-13-82, sec 2-223) 
 
Sec. 12-247. Sale and consumption of alcoholic beverages. 
 
The area encompassed within a cafe authorized and licensed pursuant to this article shall be 
considered duly licensed for sale and consumption of alcoholic beverages during business hours 
The provisions of section 1 4-16 shall not apply to said area during the business hours. (Ord. of 7-
13-82. sec 2-226) 
 
Sec. 12-248. Advertising. 
 
No advertising, except the posting of prices, shall be permitted on any stand or motor vehicle, 
except to identify the name of the product or the name of the vendor (Ord. of 7-1.3-82, sec 2-229) 
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Sec. 12-249. Notice of violation: failure to comply. 
 
Upon a finding by the license commission that an applicant has violated any provisions of this 
article, the license commission shall give notice to the applicant to correct said violation within 
twenty-four (24) hours of receipt of said notice by the applicant. Upon failure to correct said 
violation within twenty-four (24) hours, the license commission may revoke the applicant's permit 
issued pursuant to this article. (Ord. of 7-13-82, sec 2-225) 
 
Sec. 12-250. Penalties for offenses. 
 
Any person violating any provision of this article shall be guilty of a misdemeanor and upon 
conviction, shall be punished by a fine not to exceed five hundred dollars ($500.00) or by 
imprisonment for a period not to exceed six (6) months, or by both fine and imprisonment. (Ord. of 
7-13-82, sec 2-227) 
 
Sec. 12-251 Sale and use of air rifles, air guns, BB guns, or pellet guns 
 
(a) Sale or transfer of air rifles, air guns, BB guns, or pellet guns 
             

(1) It shall be a violation for any dealer to sell, lend, rent, give, or otherwise transfer an air 
rifle to any person under the age of 18 years, where the dealer knows, or has reasonable 
cause to believe, the person to be under 18 years of age, or where such dealer has failed to 
make reasonable inquiry relative to the age of such person, and such person is under 18 
years of age. 

 
Any business in the city of Taunton conducting sales of Air Rifles, Air Guns, BB Guns, or 
Pellet Guns shall maintain in a bound book, a record of all sales. The book shall contain the 
following information: 

 
 a. Date and time of sale. 
 
 b. A Photocopy of purchaser’s photo identification. 
 
 c. Description and serial number of air rifle, air gun, BB gun, or pellet gun.  
 

The record book containing such information shall be available for inspection during 
normal business hours, upon demand of ant city of Taunton Police Officer. 

  
(2) It shall be a violation for any person to sell, give, lend, or otherwise transfer any air rifle, 
air gun, BB gun, or pellet gun to any person under 18 years of age, except where the 
relationship of parent and child, guardian and ward or adult instructor and pupil exists 
between such person and the person under 18 years of age. 

         
(b) Carrying or discharging air rifles, air guns, BB guns, or pellet guns 
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(1) No minor under the age of eighteen shall have an air rifle, air gun, BB gun, or pellet gun 
in his possession while in any place to which the public has a right of access unless he is 
accompanied by an adult or unless he is the holder of a sporting or hunting license and has 
on his person a permit from the chief of police granting him the right of such possession. 
No person shall discharge a BB shot, pellet or other object from an air rifle, air gun, BB 
gun, or pellet gun from or across any street, alley, public way or railroad or railway right of 
way, and no minor under the age of eighteen shall discharge a BB shot, pellet or other 
object from an air rifle or BB gun unless he is accompanied by an adult or is the holder of a 
sporting or hunting license.  

 
(c) Seizure 
 

Any law enforcement officer may seize, take, remove or cause to be removed, at the 
expense of the owner, all air rifles, air guns, BB guns, or pellet guns used or offered for sale 
in violation of this section. 

         
(d) No preemption 
 

The provisions of any ordinance enacted by any political subdivision which imposes greater 
restrictions or limitations in respect to the sale and purchase, use or possession of air rifles, 
air guns, BB guns, or pellet guns than is imposed by this section, shall not be invalidated or 
affected by this section. 

         
(e) Penalty 
 

Any person who violates this section shall be liable for a fine of $100 for the first offense, 
$200 for a second offense, and $300 for a third or subsequent offense. 

         
(f) Definitions 
 

As used in this section the following words and phrases shall have the meanings given to 
them in this subsection: 

 
"Air rifle."  Any air gun, air pistol, spring gun, spring pistol, BB gun, or any 
implement that is not a firearm, which impels a pellet of any kind with a force that 
can reasonably be expected to cause bodily harm. 

  
"Dealer."  Any person engaged in the business of selling at retail or renting any air 
rifles.(Ord of 3-3-2009)
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Chapter 12.1 

Manufactured Homes and Manufactured Home Parks* 
 

ARTICLE I. IN GENERAL 
 

Sec 12.1-1 Manufactured Home Park Task Force 
 
There shall be a Manufactured Home Park Task Force established for and comprised of residents of 
manufactured home parks in order to address areas of concern and determine solutions to problems 
faced by the said residents. The task force shall be comprised of two members and an alternate 
from each manufactured home park to be selected by their respective park association members. Its 
members shall determine rules and regulations of the task force. The task force shall represent all 
manufactured home parks before the municipal council, municipal department heads and the 
manufactured home park eviction and discontinuance review board. (Ord of 2-7-95; Ord of 8-15-
2000; Ord of 6-17-2003: Ord of 7-17-2007; Ord of 12-22-2008) 

Sec 12.1.2  

The task force shall advise the municipal council and the municipal departments concerning 
manufactured home park compliance with any law, regulation or ordinance. (Ord of 8-15-2000; 
Ord of 12-22-2008 )  

 Sec 12.1.3  

The task force shall make recommendations for appointment to the manufactured home park 
eviction and discontinuance review board when any vacancies exist on the manufactured home 
park eviction and discontinuance review board. (Ord of 8-15-2000; Ord of 12-22-2008)  

 Secs. 12.1-4-12.1-30. Reserved.  

ARTICLE II. EVICTIONS FROM AND DISCONTINUANCES OF MANUFACTURED 
HOME PARK ACCOMMODATIONS  

Sec. 12.1-31. Definitions.  

 When used in this chapter, unless the context otherwise requires, the following terms shall have 
the following meanings:   

Housing services: Services or facilities provided by an owner or required by law or by the terms of 
a rental housing agreement to be provided by an owner to a tenant in connection with the use and 
occupancy of any manufactured home park accommodation, including without limitation, 
snowplowing, sanding of roadways, landscaping, landscape maintenance, furniture, furnishings and 
equipment; repairs, decorating and maintenance; provision of light, heat, hot water, cold water, 
telephone, kitchen, bath and laundry facilities and privileges; use of yard and other common areas; 
janitorial service, refuse removal, parking facilities, and any other benefit, privileges or facility 
connected with the use or occupancy of any manufactured park home accommodations. Housing 
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services to a manufactured home park accommodation shall include a proportionate part of services 
provided to common facilities of the manufactured home park in which the manufactured home 
park accommodation is contained.   

Cross references-Buildings, Ch. 4; fire prevention and protection, Ch. 7, planning, Ch. 16.  

Manufactured home: As defined by M.G.l.c.140;δ32 Q, as amended.     

Manufactured home park: A park licensed by the board of health pursuant to M.G.L., chapter 140, 
section 32B.  

Manufactured home park accommodations: The land within a manufactured home community or 
park on which a manufactured home or appurtenances are or may be located and over which a 
tenant has possessory or other rights and interests.   

Owner: The individual who holds a license granted pursuant to M.G.L., chapter 140, section 32B to 
conduct, control, manage or operate directly or indirectly a manufactured home park in any manner 
including, but not limited to, a partnership, corporation or trust. For purposes of this chapter, the 
rights and duties of the owner hereunder shall be the obligation of anyone who manages, controls 
or customarily accepts rent on behalf of the owner.  

Rent: The consideration, including any bonus, benefit, gratuity or charge, contingent or otherwise, 
demanded or received for, or in connection with, the use or occupancy of a manufactured home 
park accommodation or for housing services or for the transfer of a lease of a manufactured home 
park accommodation, exclusive of the tax collected by the owner and paid to the town under 
M.G.L., chapter 140, section 32G; excluding there from, however, the consideration paid by a 
shareholder of a cooperative housing corporation organized pursuant to M.G.L., chapter 157B for a 
share of such corporation, a proprietary lease and any maintenance fees associated therewith.  

Rental housing agreement: An agreement, verbal, written or implied, between an owner and a 
tenant for use and occupancy of a manufactured home park accommodation and for housing 
services, specifically excluding, however, any agreement for occupancy of a manufactured home 
park accommodation between a cooperative housing corporation as defined in M.G.L., chapter 
157B and a shareholder of such corporation.  

Review board: The manufactured home park eviction and discontinuance review board established 
by section 12.1-32.  

Tenant: A tenant, subtenant, lessee, sublessee or other person entitled under the terms of a rental 
housing agreement to the use and occupancy of any manufactured home park accommodation; 
excepting from this definition, however, any person who occupies a manufactured home park 
accommodation pursuant to a proprietary lease as defined in M.G.L., chapter 157B section 4 as a 
shareholder of a chapter 157B Cooperative Housing Corporation. (Ord. of 12-15-92, sec1; Ord of 
12-22-2008)  
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Sec. 12.1-32. Review board.  

(a) Composition. There shall be in the city a manufactured home park eviction and discontinuance 
review board, (known as the "review board"), consisting of three (3) members, all of whom are to 
be residents of Taunton, none of whom to be a manufactured home park owner or manufactured 
home park tenant, appointed by the mayor for a term of three (3) years. Initially, one (1) member 
shall be appointed for a one-year term, one (1) member for a two-year term and one (1) member for 
a three-year term. Should any vacancy occur in membership, the member appointed to fill said 
vacancy shall serve for the remaining portion of the term of the member creating the vacancy. Any 
action taken by the review board shall require a majority thereof. Within seven (7) days after the 
appointment and confirmation of the review board as aforesaid, the review board shall meet and 
elect one (1) of its members a chairperson to serve in that capacity for a term of one (1) year.  

 (b) Authority to grant/deny certificates of eviction; enforcement authority; referral of matters. The 
review board shall grant or deny certificates of eviction as provided under sections 12.1-36 and 
shall bring such proceedings as may be necessary to enforce the provisions of this chapter or to 
enforce any policy, rule, ruling, regulation, or order promulgated or issued the review board under 
this chapter. The review board may refer any appropriate matter to the assessing, health, fire 
building inspection departments or other appropriate departments.   

(c) Administrative authority. The review board may make such studies and investigations, conduct 
such hearings, and obtain such information as is deemed necessary in promulgating any regulation, 
rule or order under this chapter, or in administering and enforcing this chapter and regulations and 
orders promulgated hereunder.  

 (d) Meetings. Regular meetings of the review board shall be conducted and held not less than two 
(2) times per year and other additional hearings and meetings may be scheduled and called by the 
review board as deemed necessary.  

 (e) Other authority. The review board may make rules and regulations, sue and be sued, compel 
attendance of persons and the production of papers and information, and issue appropriate orders 
which shall be binding on both the owner and tenant of such manufactured home park 
accommodations. (Ord. of 12-15-92, sec2; Ord of 12-22-2008 )   

Sec. 12.1-33. Registration.  

 (a) The review board shall require registration of all manufactured home park accommodations on 
forms approved by it. The registration form shall identify each manufactured home park 
accommodation and shall contain such other information, as the review board shall require. The 
review board shall accept no application for eviction or discontinuance until all statements and 
information required to be filed under this section have been filed and any such petition received 
prior to such filing shall be dismissed. The owner under the penalties of perjury shall sign the 
registration form.  

 (b) The owner shall give written notice to all tenants and prospective tenants concerning the 
following matters:  



 City of Taunton Revised Ordinances 

2010 Printing 1/5/2010                                 Chapter 12.1  Page 207 
 

 (1)The nature of the zoning or use permit under which the manufactured home park 
operates. If the manufactured home park is operating pursuant to a permit subject to 
a renewal or expiration date, the relevant information and dates should be included 
in the notice.  

 (2)The duration of any lease of the manufactured home park or any portion thereof 
in which the park owner is a lessee.  

 (3)Any contracts or leases between tenants and the owner of the park currently in 
effect. If a change occurs concerning the zoning or use permit under which the park 
operates, or a lease in which the management of the park is a lessee, or a contract 
between tenants and park owner, all tenants shall be given written notice within 
thirty (30) days of such change. A prospective tenant shall be notified prior to the 
inception of tenancy.  

 (5) In addition to the notice required by M.G.L., chapter 140, section 32P, which 
shall be included in the park rules, management/owner of the park shall add the 
following language: "You may also be evicted if the park owner seeks to change the 
use of his land. Current state law requires a minimum of two (2) years' notice prior 
to seeking an eviction due to a discontinuance. Other state or local laws may also 
pertain to this situation." (Ord. of 12-15-92, sec 3; Ord of 12-22-2008 )  

Sec. 12.1-34. Incorporation of administrative procedure act.  

 The provisions of M.G.L., chapter 30A shall be applicable to the review board, established under 
section 12.1-32, as if such review board were an agency of the Commonwealth, including those 
provisions giving agencies the power to issue, vacate, modify and enforce subpoenas, as well as 
those provisions relating to judicial review of an agency order. (Ord. of 12-15-92, sec 4; Ord of 12-
22-2008)  

Sec. 12.1-35. Conference of jurisdiction.  

 (a) The Taunton District Court shall have original jurisdiction, concurrently with the superior court 
and the housing court departments, for all petitions for review brought pursuant to M.G.L., chapter 
30A, section 14.  

 (b) The superior court and the housing court departments shall have jurisdiction to enforce the 
provisions of this chapter, and may restrain by injunction violations thereof. (Ord. of 12-15-92, sec 
5; Ord of 12-22-2008)  

Sec.12.1-36. Evictions.  

 (a) No owner shall bring any action to recover possession of a manufactured home park 
accommodation unless:  

(1)The tenant has failed to pay the rent to which the owner is entitled.  
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(2) The tenant is in substantial violation of an enforceable rule of the manufactured 
home park.  

(3) The tenant is in violation of a law or ordinance, which protects the health, or 
safety of other manufactured home park residents.  

(4)There is a discontinuance in good faith by the owner of the use of part or all of 
the land owned and licensed as a manufactured home park subject to any existing 
contractual rights between the owner and the tenant located in the manufactured 
home park. No such discontinuance shall be valid for any manufactured home sold 
by the licensee and for which a manufactured home site was made available at the 
time of the sale by the licensee for a period of five (5) years from the date of such 
sale.  

(5) The tenant is committing or permitting to exist a nuisance in or is causing 
substantial damage to the manufactured home park accommodation or is creating a 
substantial interference with the comfort, safety or enjoyment of the owner or other 
occupants of the same of any adjacent accommodations.  

(b) An owner seeking to recover possession of a manufactured home park accommodation shall 
apply to the review board for a certificate of eviction. Upon receipt of such an application, the 
review board shall send a copy of the application to the tenant of the manufactured home park 
accommodation together with a notification of all rights and procedures available under this 
section. If the review board finds that the facts attested to in the owner's petition are valid and in 
compliance with paragraph (a), the certificate of eviction shall be issued.  

 (c) An owner who seeks to recover possession of a manufactured home park accommodation 
without a certificate of eviction shall be deemed to have violated this chapter.  

(d) The provisions of this section shall be construed as additional restrictions on the right to recover 
possession of a manufactured home park accommodation. No provision of this section shall entitle 
any person to recover possession of such a manufactured home park accommodation. Upon a 
decision of the review board concerning the granting or withholding of a certificate of eviction, 
either party concerned may appeal to the Taunton District Court, the superior court, or the housing 
court department within thirty (30) calendar after such decision. (Ord. of 12-15-92, sec 6; Ord of 
12-22-2008)  

Sec. 12.1-37. Defense to summary process for possession.  

 The review board may issue orders, which shall be a defense to an action of summary process for 
possession, and such orders shall be reviewable as herein provided. (Ord. of 12-15-92, sec 7; Ord 
of 12-22-2008)  
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Sec. 12.1-38. Discontinuance permits.  

 (a) Application of section. The provisions of this section regarding the discontinuance of the use of 
part, or all of the land owned, leased and/or licensed as a manufactured home park, shall apply to 
all manufactured home parks and manufactured home park accommodations.  

 (b) Definition of "discontinuance. " When used in this act, the term "discontinuance" shall include 
any change of use or discontinuance of the use of part or all of the land owned, leased and/or 
licensed as a manufactured home park requiring a two-year notice pursuant to M.G.L., chapter 140, 
section 32L, subsection 8. The term "discontinuance" shall include, but is not limited to, the 
licensee's conversion of the manufactured home park, or part thereof, to a condominium or 
cooperative corporation.  

 (c) Discontinuance without permit prohibited. It shall be unlawful for any person to discontinue 
the use of part or all of the land owned, leased and/or licensed as a manufactured home park 
without having first obtained a discontinuance permit from the municipal council subject to the 
provisions contained in this chapter.  

 (d) Application for permits; notice of public hearing; procedures pertaining to council vote to 
grant/deny recommendation of denial.  

The municipal council shall consider an application for a discontinuance permit for a manufactured 
home accommodation upon receipt of an application filed by the licensee or other authorized 
person. The municipal council shall forward such application within fourteen (14) days to the 
review board.  

 The review board shall schedule a public hearing within sixty-five (65) days of receipt of the 
application. Notice of the time and place of such public hearing, of the subject matter, sufficient for 
identification, shall be published in a newspaper of general circulation in the city once in each of 
two (2) successive weeks, the first publication to be not less than fourteen (14) days before the date 
of the public hearing and by posting such notice in a conspicuous place in City Hall for a period of 
not less than fourteen (14) days before the date of such hearing. The review board shall also notify 
all tenants living in the affected manufactured home accommodations of the time, place and subject 
matter of the public hearing. No defect in the form of any notice under this section shall invalidate 
any grant or denial of a discontinuance permit unless such defect is found to be misleading.  

 No vote by the municipal council to grant or deny a discontinuance permit shall be taken until a 
report with recommendations by the review control board has been submitted to the municipal 
council or twenty-one (21) days after such hearing have elapsed without submission of such report. 
After such notice, hearing and report, or after twenty-one (21) days shall have elapsed after such 
hearing without submission of such report, the municipal council may vote to grant or deny the 
discontinuance permit. If the municipal council fails to vote on the proposed discontinuance permit 
within ninety (90) days after such hearing, no action shall be taken thereon until after subsequent 
public hearing is held with notice and report as above provided.  

 No discontinuance permit may be granted except by a majority vote of the municipal council.  
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 Notwithstanding any other provisions of this section, the review board may, without holding a 
hearing, recommend the denial of a discontinuance permit if a decision has been made with regard 
to the discontinuance of the manufactured home park accommodation in question within the 
preceding twelve (12) months and if the park licensee fails, in the new application, to allege a 
substantial change of circumstances since the previous hearing which would merit the review board 
in hearing new evidence. In addition, the review board may recommend denial of the 
discontinuance permit without holding a hearing if the application is not in conformance with the 
requirements of this section or other applicable regulations.   

(e) Factors for grant/denial of discontinuance permit. In determining whether to recommend that 
the municipal council grant or deny a discontinuance permit the review board shall consider 
shortage of safe, decent and affordable manufactured home park accommodations in the city which 
may result from the discontinuance, especially for tenants of low and moderate income and 
handicapped or elderly persons on fixed incomes. In making such determination, the review board 
shall make findings of the following factors:  

(1)The benefits and detriments to the persons whom this chapter and this section 
seek to protect;  

(2)The hardships imposed on the tenants residing in the manufactured home 
accommodations proposed to be discontinued;  

(3)Circumstances demonstrating hardship and inequity to the licensee seeking a 
discontinuance permit;  

(4)The rate of vacancy of manufactured home accommodations in the city at the 
time the licensee applies for a discontinuance permit and the average rental rates for 
such available accommodations;  

(5)The availability of land zoned and otherwise suitable for development or 
expansion of manufactured home parks.  

The review board, in its discretion, may also review other relevant factors in making its report and 
recommendations.  

 For the purposes of this section, the "vacancy rate" shall be defined as that percentage of the 
manufactured home park accommodations, which are empty of manufactured homes and are 
offered for rental to manufactured home tenants. Further, to be considered a "vacancy" the rental 
offer of the manufactured home park accommodation must be without entrance fee, without 
restrictions as to the age, size or character of the manufactured home, and without a requirement 
that the prospective tenant purchase a manufactured home from the park owner.  

 In its report, the review board shall determine the current vacancy rate for comparable 
manufactured home park accommodations in the city. Any parties involved may submit evidence 
presented to the review board at the public hearing.  
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 (f) Application for permit within thirty days of service of notice required by state; application of 
chapter to paths sending notices prior to effective date. The licensee or applicant seeking a 
discontinuance permit must make application to the municipal council for such permit within thirty 
(30) days of serving the tenants with the notices required under the provisions of M.G.L., chapter 
40, section 32L, subsection 8.  

 Notwithstanding the above, no eviction certificate shall be issued by the review board because of 
the discontinuance of the use of all or a part of a manufactured home park unless the municipal 
council has issued a discontinuance permit.  

 The provisions of this chapter shall not apply to manufactured home parks which have sent out 
notices of a change of use or discontinuance under the provisions of M.G.L., chapter 140, section 
32L, subsection 8 prior to the effective date of this chapter. (Ord. of 12-15-92, sec 9; Ord of 12-22-
2008)   

Sec. 12.1-39. Exemption from civil service.  

The personnel of the review board established under the provisions of section two shall not be 
subject to the provisions of M.G.L., chapter 30, section 9A or chapter 31. (Ord. of 12-15-92, sec 10 
;Ord of 12-22-2008)   

Sec. 12.1-40. Penalty.  

 A violation of this chapter or of any order of the review board shall be punishable by a fine of not 
more than one thousand dollars ($1,000.00) for any one (1) offense. (Ord. of 12-15-92, sec 8; Ord 
of 12-22-2008) 
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Chapter 13 
 

Motor Vehicles and Traffic 
 
Art.    I.  In General, secs 13-1-13-38 
Art.   II.  Operation of Vehicles, secs 13-39 - 13-72 
Art.  III. Stopping, Standing and Parking, secs 13-73 - 13-106 
Art.  IV. Parking Meters, secs 13-107 - 13-164 

Div. 1. Generally, secs 13-107 - 13-122 
Div. 2. On-Street, secs 13-123 - 13-142 
Div. 3. Off-Street, secs 13-143 - 13-164 

Art.   V, Signs, Signals and Markings, secs 13-165 - 13-193 
Art.  VI. Pedestrians, secs 13- 194 - 13-217 
Art.  VII,  Snow Emergency Regulations, secs 13-218 - 13- 228 

 
ARTICLE I  IN GENERAL 

 
Sec. 13-1. Definitions, 
 
For the purposes of this chapter the following words and phrases shall have the meanings 
respectively ascribed them by this section:      
 
Bus stop. An area in the roadway set aside for the boarding of or alighting from and the parking of 
busses 
 
Committee. The committee on police and license 
 
Crosswalk  That portion of a roadway ordinarily included within the prolongation or connection of 
curblines and property lines at intersections or at any portion of a roadway clearly indicated for 
pedestrian crossing by lines on the road surface or by other markings or signs  
 
Department. The Massachusetts Highway Department 
 
Emergency vehicle. Vehicles of the fire department, police, vehicles, ambulances and emergency 
vehicles of federal state and municipal departments or public service corporations when the latter 
are responding to an emergency in relation to the police or fire departments. 
 
'Cross references--General penalty proposed violations, sec 1-5; planning, Ch.  16; streets and sidewalks, Ch.20; 
moving buildings through; streets, sec 4-2; vehicle stickers for use of city landfill sites sec 8-24 
 
Funeral. Any procession of mourners properly identified as such accompanying the remains of a 
human body. 
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Intersection. The area embraced within the extension of the lateral curblines, or if none, the lateral 
boundary lines of intersecting ways as defined in section 1 of chapter 90 of the General Laws, 
including divided ways. 
 
Lane. A longitudinal division of a roadway into a strip of sufficient width to accommodate the 
passage of a single line of vehicles. 
 
Marked crosswalk. That area of a roadway reserved for pedestrian crossing located between two (2) 
solid white reflectorized twelve (12) inch pavement markings in rural areas or markings not less 
than six (6) inches wide in urban areas, such markings or lines being no less than six (6) feet apart. 
 
Officer.  Any officer, any investigator, examiner or inspector of the registry of motor vehicles, any 
constable or special officer, provided the officer has the badge of office displayed over his/her left 
breast and upon his/her outer garment. 
 
Official curb marking. That portion of a curbing, the painting of which has been authorized by the 
municipal council and which conforms to the standards prescribed by the Massachusetts Highway 
Department  
 
Official street marking. Any painted line, legend, marking or marker of any description painted or 
placed upon any way which purports to direct or regulate traffic and which has been authorized by 
the municipal council and which conforms to the standards prescribed by the Massachusetts 
Highway Department  
 
Official traffic signals. All signals conforming to the standards prescribed by the Massachusetts 
Highway Department, not inconsistent with this chapter, placed or erected by authority of a public 
body or official having jurisdiction, for the purpose of directing or warning traffic 
 
Official traffic signs. All signs, markings and devices, other than signals, not inconsistent with this 
chapter, and which conform to the standards prescribed by the Massachusetts Highway Department 
and placed or erected by authority of a public body or official having jurisdiction, for the purpose 
of guiding, directing, warning or regulating traffic. 
 
Parking. The standing of a vehicle, whether occupied or not, otherwise than temporarily for the 
purpose of and while actually engaged in loading or unloading, or in obedience to an officer or 
traffic signs or signals, or while making emergency repairs or, if disabled, while arrangements are 
being made to move such vehicle. 
 
Parking meter. Any mechanical device, not inconsistent with the provisions of this chapter and 
placed or erected on any public way within the city for the regulation of parking. Each parking 
meter installed shall indicate by proper legend the legal parking time established by this chapter, 
and when operated shall at all times indicate the balance of legal parking time permitted and at the 
expiration of such period shall indicate illegal or overtime parking. 
 
Parking meter space. Any space within a parking meter zone, adjacent to a parking meter which is 
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duly designated for the parking of a single vehicle by lines painted on the surface of the street 
adjacent to or adjoining each parking meter. 
 
Parking meter zone. Any street or portion thereof upon which parking meters are installed and in 
operation and upon which parking of vehicles is permitted for a limited time subject to compliance 
with the further provisions of this chapter. 
 
Pedestrian. Any person afoot or riding on a conveyance moved by human power, except bicycles 
or tricycles. 
 
Railroad crossing. Any intersection of ways with a railroad right-of-way. 
 
Restricted roadway. A portion of a way or street (or entire street or way) within the city which has 
been designated as open only to certain types of vehicles. 
 
Roadway. That portion of a street or highway between the regularly established curblines or that 
part exclusive of shoulders, improved and intended to be used for vehicular traffic. 
 
Safety zone. Any area or space set aside within a roadway for the exclusive use of pedestrians and 
which has been indicated by signs, lines or markings, which conforms to the standards prescribed 
by the Massachusetts Highway Department. 
 
Service zone. An area in the roadway set aside for the accommodation of commercial and transient 
vehicular traffic. 
 
Sidewalk. That portion of a street or highway set aside for pedestrian travel. 
 
Street or highway. The entire width between property lines of every way open to the use of the 
public for purposes of travel. 
 
Taxicab stands. An area in the roadway in which certain taxicabs are required to park while waiting 
to be engaged. 
 
Traffic. Pedestrians, ridden or herded animals, vehicles or other conveyances either single or 
together while using any street or highway for the purpose of travel. 
 
Traffic-control area. Any area along any way, other than  an intersecting way, at which drivers are 
to be controlled by traffic-control signals. 
 
Traffic-control signal. Any device using colored lights which conforms to the standards as 
prescribed by the department of public works of the commonwealth, whether manually, electrically 
or mechanically operated, by which traffic may be alternately directed to stop and to proceed. 
 
Traffic island. Any area or space set aside, within a roadway, which is not intended for use by 
vehicular traffic. 
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U-Turn. The turning of a vehicle by means of continuous left turn whereby the direction of such 
vehicle is reversed. 
 
Vehicle. Every device in, upon or by which any person or property is or may be transported or 
drawn upon a highway, including bicycles when the provisions of these rules re applicable to them, 
except other devices moved by human power or used exclusively upon stationary rails or tracks and 
devices which derive their power for operation from stationary overhead wires. (Rev. Ords. 1964, 
sec 11-1; Ord. of 5-30-72, Ord of 7-11-2000) 
 
Cross reference--Rules of construction and definitions generally, sec 1-2. 
State law reference-Definitions for state vehicle law, M.G.L.A., c. 90, sec 1 
 
Sec. 13-2. Enforcement of chapter; authority to direct traffic, 
 
It shall be the duty of officers designated by the chief of police to enforce the provisions of this 
chapter. Such officers are authorized to direct all traffic either in person or by means of visible or 
audible signals in conformance with the provisions of this chapter; provided, that in the event of a 
fire or other emergency to expedite traffic or safeguard pedestrians, officers of the police or fire 
departments may direct traffic, as conditions may require, notwithstanding the provisions of this 
chapter. (Rev. Ords. 1964, sec 11-2; Ord. of 5-30-72) 
 
Sec. 13-3. Exemptions from applicability of chapter. 
 
The provisions of this chapter shall not apply to operators actually engaged in work upon a street or 
highway closed to travel or under construction or repair, to officers when engaged in the 
performance of public duties nor to drivers of emergency vehicles while operating in an emergency 
and in performance of public duties when the nature of the work of any of these necessitates a 
departure from any part of this chapter. These exemptions shall not, however, protect the driver of 
any vehicle from the consequences of a reckless disregard of the safety of others. (Rev. Ords. 1964, 
sec 11-3; Ord. of 5-30-72) 
 
State law reference--Operation of emergency vehicles, M.G.L.A., c. 89,sec 7B. 
  
Sec. 13-4. Responsibility violations of owner of vehicle for violations 
 
 If any vehicle is found upon any street or highway in violation of any provision of this chapter and 
the identity of the driver cannot be determined, the owner or the person in whose name such 
vehicle is registered shall be held prima facie responsible for such violation. (Rev. Ords. 1964, sec 
11-4; Ord. of 5-30-72) 
 
Sec. 13-5. Temporary regulations. 
 
 For purposes of-trial, the municipal council may make temporary ordinances regulating traffic, or 
test under actual conditions, traffic signs, signals, markings or other devices. No such experimental 
ordinance regulating traffic shall remain in effect for a period of time longer than thirty (30) days 
and such temporary ordinances before becoming effective shall be approved in conformance to the 
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standards prescribed by the Massachusetts Highway Department. (Rev. Ords. 1964, sec 11-5; Ord. 
of 5-30-72, Ord of 7-11-2000) 
 
Sec. 13-6. Closing streets temporarily. 
 
The chief of police is authorized to close temporarily any street or highway in an impending or 
existing emergency, or for any lawful assemblage, demonstration or procession provided there is 
reasonable justification for the closing of such street. (Rev. Ords. 1964, sec 11-6; Ord. of 5-30-72) 
 
Sec. 13-7. Authority to temporarily prohibit parking or alter traffic flow. 
 
(a) The chief of police is authorized to prohibit temporarily the parking on any street or highway or 
any part thereof in an impending or existing emergency or for a lawful assemblage, demonstration, 
or procession provided there is, in the opinion of the chief of police, reasonable justification for 
such action. Vehicles parked in places where parking has been temporarily prohibited may be 
moved or towed under the direction of a police officer. In addition, the chief of police is authorized 
to temporarily prohibit or alter the direction of traffic of motor vehicles on any street or highway or 
part thereof if there is an impending or existing emergency requiring, in the opinion of the chief of 
police, such action. 
(b) The owner of any vehicle removed or towed under the provisions of this section shall be 
punished as provided in section 13-22. (Rev. Ords. 1964, sec 11-7; Ord. of 5-30-72; Ord. of 11-28-
78) 
 
Sec. 13-8. Quiet zones. 
 
(a) All of the territory within two hundred (200) feet of the premises of each hospital in this city is 
hereby created and established as a zone of quiet. The chief of police is hereby authorized to erect 
and maintain in a conspicuous manner within this area such signs and markings as are necessary to 
designate it as a zone of quiet. 
(b) The chief of police may temporarily establish a zone of quiet upon any street where a person is 
seriously ill, if requested to do so by the written statement of one registered physician certifying to 
its necessity. Such temporary zone of quiet shall embrace all territory within a radius of two 
hundred (200) feet of the building occupied by the person named in the request of such physician. 
Such temporary zone of quiet shall be designated by the police by placing at a conspicuous place in 
the street a sign or marker bearing the words "Zone of Quiet." 
(c) No person operating a motor vehicle within any designated zone of quiet shall sound the horn or 
other warning device except in an emergency. (Rev. Ords. 1964, sec 11-8; Ord. of 5-30-72) 
 
Sec. 13-9. School zones. 
 
The committee may designate school zones at and near school buildings and cause to be erected 
and maintained on the ways approaching thereto official signs easily visible to, and warning drivers 
of vehicles of their approach to a school zone which shall be effective during the school year. All 
persons driving or in charge of a vehicle when approaching a school zone while such signs are 
maintained, where pedestrians are crossing or waiting to cross a public way, shall slow down and 
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stop if necessary to prevent injury to persons. (Rev. Ords. 1964, sec 11-9; Ord. of 5-30-72, Ord of 
7-11-2000) 
 
Sec. 13-10. Speed on Taunton High School property. 
 
(a) All vehicles driving on the roadways and property within the boundaries of the Taunton High 
School shall not exceed the speed of twenty (20) miles per hour and shall slow down and stop 
whenever necessary to allow pedestrians to cross said ways. Signs shall be posted on said property 
indicating the speed which shall not exceed twenty (20) miles per hour. 
(b) Violation of the above provisions shall be punishable in accordance with the provisions of 
General Laws, chapter 90, section 20. (Rev. Ords. 1964, sec 11-9.1; Ord. of 3-21-78) 
 
Sec. 13-11. Parking on high school property. 
 
(a) No parking shall be allowed on any of the roadways entering the high school property or on the 
roadways within the high school property. 
(b) Parking shall be authorized only in those lots designated as parking areas. (Rev. Ords. 1964, sec 
11-9.2; Ord. of 7-18-78) 
 
Sec. 13-12. Clinging to moving vehicles. 
 
No person traveling upon a bicycle, motorcycle, coaster, sled, roller skates or any toy vehicle shall 
cling to or attach themselves or their vehicle to any other moving vehicle upon any roadway nor 
shall he/she ride upon any moving vehicle without the consent of the person in charge thereof. 
(Rev. Ords. 1964, sec 11-10; Ord. of 5-30-72) 
 
Sec. 13-14. Identification of funeral processions. 
 
A funeral composed entirely or partly of a procession of vehicles shall be identified as such by 
means of pennants attached to both the first and the last vehicles and all vehicles in such procession 
shall have their headlamps on. (Rev. Ords. 1964, sec 11-12; Ord. of 5-30-72, Ord of 7-11-2000) 
 
Sec. 13-15. Operation of vehicles in funeral procession. 
 
(a) It shall be the duty of each driver in a funeral or other procession to keep as near to the right 
edge of the roadway as is feasible and to follow the vehicle ahead as closely as is practicable and 
safe. 
(b) At an intersection where a traffic-control signal is operating the driver of the first vehicle in a 
funeral or other procession shall be the only one required to stop for a red or red and yellow 
indication. 
(c) At an intersection where a lawful stop sign exists, the driver of the first vehicle in a funeral or 
other procession shall be the only one required to stop before proceeding through the intersection. 
(Rev. Ords. 1964, sec 11-13; Ord. of 5-30-72)  
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Sec. 13-16. Use  of streets for  advertising purposes--Parking for display of advertising signs 
prohibited. 
 
No person shall park a vehicle on any street or highway for the sole purpose of displaying 
advertising signs. (Rev. Ords. 1964, sec 11-14; Ord. of 5-30-72) 
 
Cross reference--licenses and miscellaneous business regulations, Ch.12. 
 
Sec. 13-17. Same--License for operation of advertising vehicle.  
 
No person shall operate any vehicle on any street or way in the city for the primary purpose of 
advertising by sound or display without a license therefor from the chief of police of the 
committee. No such license shall be granted for use on the days during which any municipal, state 
or national primaries or elections are held. (Rev. Ords. 1964, sec 11-15; Ord. of 5-30-72) 
 
Sec. 13-18. Accident report to be submitted by driver of vehicle involved.  
 
The driver of any vehicle involved in an accident resulting in the injury or death of any person or 
damage in excess of two hundred dollars ($200.00) to any one vehicle or other property shall report 
such accident to the police department and to the registrar of motor vehicles in compliance with the 
requirements of chapter 90, section 26 of the General Laws. (Rev. Ords. 1964, sec 11-16; Ord. of 
5-30-72)  
 
Sec. 13-19. Annual accident report. 
 
The chief of police shall make an annual report concerning the accident situation in the city, 
accompanied by his/her recommendations. (Rev. Ords. 1964, sec 11-17; Ord. Of 5-30-72) 
 
Sec. 13-20. Records required; report to registrar of motor vehicles. 
 
(a) The police shall keep a record of all operators involved in accidents within the municipality. 
(b) The chief of police shall report to the registrar of motor vehicles such operators as are found to 
be constant violators of this chapter. (Rev. Ords. 1964, sec 11-18; Ord. of 5-30-72) 
 
Sec. 13-21. Items to be included in annual report.  
 
The chief of police shall include in the report to the municipal council: 
(1) The number of operators reported to the registrar of motor vehicles. 
(2) The Chief shall report other pertinent data on safety activities accompanied by his/her 
recommendations. The plans and recommendations for future traffic safety activities. (Rev. Ords. 
1964, sec 11-19; Ord. of 5-30-72) 
 
Sec. 13-22. Penalties for parking violations. 
 
(a) Any person who violates any parking provisions of article III or IV of this chapter shall, in 
accordance with General Laws, chapter 90, section 90A1/2, as amended, be subject to a penalty of 
fifteen dollars ($15.00), providing such payment is received within twenty-one (21) days of the 
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date that the ticket for such violation is issued. If payment is not received within such twenty-one-
day period, the penalty for each such violation shall be an additional ten dollars ($10.00). If 
payment is not made prior to the parking clerk's report to the registrar of motor vehicles, the 
penalty due the city shall be further increased by an additional ten dollars ($10.00) for a total fine 
of thirty five ($35.00) dollars in addition to such penalty amount as may be charged by the 
Commonwealth. 
 
(b) Any person who violates the provisions of section 13-7 or parks so as to interfere with or 
impede the plowing or removal of snow and ice or is in violation of article VII snow emergency 
regulations) shall be subject to a fine of thirty dollars ($30.00) for each such violation, providing 
payment of said thirty dollars ($30.00) is received within twenty-one (21) days of the date that the 
ticket for said violation is issued. If the said fine is not paid within twenty-one (21) days from the 
date the ticket is issued, the penalty for each such violation shall be an additional ten dollars 
($10.00) for a total of forty dollars ($40.00). 
 
(c) Any person who violates the provisions of these Revised Ordinances so as to park a motor 
vehicle at a spot designated for handicapped persons only shall be subject to a fine of three hundred 
dollars ($300.00) for each such violation, providing payment of said three hundred dollars is 
received within twenty-one (21) days of the date that the ticket for said violation is issued ($300 is 
governed by MGL Chapter 40, Sec 21(24) fee not to exceed $300.00). If the fine is not paid within 
twenty-one (21) days from the date the ticket is issued, the penalty for each such violation shall be 
an additional fifty dollars ($50.00). If such payment is not made prior to the parking clerk's report 
to the registrar of motor vehicles, the penalty shall be further increased by an additional fifty 
dollars ($50.00) for a total fine of two hundred dollars ($200.00). 
 
(d) Any unauthorized person who removes, damages or tampers with any of said signs displayed 
under the authority of Section 13-7 or Article VII shall be punished as provided in Section 1-5 of 
these Revised Ordinances for each offense.  
 
(e)Any and all fines from handicap parking violations shall be transferred into a separate handicap 
parking violation fund. Any and all funds so raised pursuant to this section shall be appropriated 
solely for the purpose of making public property and buildings compliant with the Americans with 
Disabilities Act (Rev. Ord. 1964, sec  11-80; Ord. of 5-30-72; Ord. of 11-28-78; Ord. of 2-13-79; 
Ord. Of 7-22-80; Ord. of 11-10-81; Ord. of 7-15-86; Ord. of 10-3-89, Ord of 7-11-2000; Ord of 8-
8-2000; Ord of 11-14-2006) 
 
Cross reference-Handicapped parking generally, sec 13-89.1. 
 
Sec 13-23 Speed on Chamberlain and Friedman 

(a) All vehicles driving on the roadways and property within the boundaries of the 
Chamberlain and Friedman Schools shall not exceed the speed of ten (10) miles per hour 
and shall slow down and stop whenever necessary to allow pedestrians to cross said ways.  
Signs shall be posted on said property indicating the speed, which shall not exceed ten (10) 
miles per hour. 

(b) Violation of the above provisions shall be punishable in accordance with the provisions of 
General Laws, Chapter 90, Section 20. (Ord of 12-19-2000) 
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Secs. 13-24--13-38. Reserved. 

 
ARTICLE II. OPERATION OF VEHICLES 

 
Sec. 13-39. Driving to right of divider strips, etc. 
 
Upon such roadways as are divided by a parkway, grass plot, reservation, viaduct, subway or by 
any structure or area, a driver shall keep to the right of such a division except when otherwise 
directed by an officer, signs, signals or markings. (Rev. Ords. 1964, sec 11-20; Ord. of 5-30-72) 
 
Sec. 13-40. One-way streets. 
 
Upon the following streets or parts of streets vehicular traffic shall move only in the direction 
indicated as follows:  
 
Bow Street, northerly, from Weir Street to High Street.  
 
Broadway Arcade, easterly from Broadway to School Street.  
 
Cohannet Street westerly, from Porter Street to Winthrop Street.  
 
Dean Avenue, westerly, from Presbrey Avenue to Broadway.  
 
Governor Street, easterly, from Washington Street  to Broadway.  
 
Leonard Court, southerly from Main Street to Allan’s Avenue.  
 
Mason Street, easterly from Porter Street to Cohannet Street 
 
Presbrey Avenue, northeasterly, from Leonard Street to Dean Avenue.  
 
Route 140, southerly, from north side of Taunton Green to south side of Taunton Green;.  
 
Taunton Green, north side, westerly from Route 138 to Route 140.  
 
Taunton Green, south side, easterly from Route 140 to Route 138.  
 
Taunton Green, east side northerly from Weir Street to Broadway 
 
Taunton High School roadway, clockwise around the high school building.  
 
Union Street, northeasterly, from Main Street to Fruit Street.  
(Rev. Ords. 1964, sec 11-21; Ord. of 8-17-76; Ord. of 8-23-77; Ord. of 3-21-78; Ord. of 6-15-82, 
secs 1, 2; Ord. of 7-2-84, sec 1; Ord. of 6-24-86, sec 1; Ord. of 9-6-88; Ord of 10-31-95; Ord of 6-
28-98, Ord of 7-11-2000) 
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Sec. 13-41. One-way exit. 
 
(a) The way connecting Pole School property to County Street shall be and hereby is designated as 
one way, and traffic shall only now in a southwesterly direction from Pole School existing on 
County Street. 
 
(b) One-way signs shall be posted at said exit, and it shall be illegal to turn onto said way from 
County Street. 
 
(C) The main entrance to Taunton High School on Williams Street is hereby designated one-way 
toward the high school building. The exit on Williams Street adjoining property now or formerly of 
the Taunton Art Association is hereby designated as one-way, with traffic flowing onto Williams 
Street. The entrance to Taunton High School from the Honorable Gordon M. Owen Riverway shall 
accommodate two-way traffic, except as directed by the chief of police. 
 
(d) Violation of this section shall be punishable in accordance with the provisions of General Laws, 
Chapter 90, Section 20, as amended. (Rev. Ords. 1964, sec 11-21.1; Ord. of 3-28-78; Ord. of 7-2-
84, sec 2) 
 
Sec. 13-42. Following too closely. 
 
The driver of a vehicle shall not follow another vehicle more closely than is reasonable and 
prudent, having due regard to the speed of such vehicle and the traffic upon and condition of the 
street or highway. (Rev. Ords. 1964, sec 11-22; Ord. of 5-30-72) 
 
Sec. 13-43. Following slow moving vehicles on narrow streets. 
 
Upon roadways less than twenty-seven (27) feet wide and upon which vehicular traffic is permitted 
to operate in both directions the driver of any slow moving vehicle when traveling outside of a 
business or residential district shall not follow another slow moving vehicle within two hundred 
(200) feet, but this shall not be construed to prevent such slow moving vehicle from overtaking and 
passing another slow moving vehicle. This section shall not apply to funerals or other lawful 
processions. (Rev. Ords. 1964, sec11-23; Ord. of 5-30-72) 
 
Sec. 13-44. Obstruction of traffic. 
 
No person shall drive in such manner as to obstruct unnecessarily the normal movement of traffic 
upon any street or highway. Officers are authorized to require any driver who fails to comply with 
this section to drive to the side of the roadway and wait until such traffic as has been delayed has 
passed. (Rev. Ords. 1964, sec 11-24-; Ord. of 5-30-72) 
 
Sec. 13-45. Entering intersection without sufficient space on opposite side. 
 
No driver shall enter an intersection or a marked crosswalk unless there is sufficient space on the 
other side of the intersection or crosswalk and on the right half of the roadway to accommodate the 
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vehicle he/she is operating without obstructing the passage of other vehicles or pedestrians 
regardless of any traffic- control signal indication to proceed. (Rev. Ord. 1964, sec 11-25; Ord. of 
5-30-72, Ord of 7-11-2000) 
 
Sec. 13-46. Backing or U-turns prohibited on certain streets. 
 
No operator shall back or turn a vehicle so as to proceed in the direction opposite to that in which 
such vehicle is headed or traveling on the following streets and ways: Broadway, from Taunton 
Green to St. Mary's Square. Main Street, from School Street to Union Street. (Rev. Ords. 1964, sec 
11-26; Ord. of 5-30-72; Ord. of 6-26-84) 
 
Sec. 13-47. Left turns prohibited at designated streets. 
 
No person shall make a left turn at the following designated places:  
 
Broadway onto Church Street 
 
Leonard Street onto Broadway.  
 
Main Street onto Cedar Street.  
 
North Pleasant Street approaching Washington Street, 3:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m.  
 
School Street onto Main Street.  
 
Trescott Street onto Main Street.  
 
Washington Street, easterly, approaching North Pleasant Street, 3:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m.  
 
Washington Street, westerly, approaching Pleasant Street, 3:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m 
 
Williams Street and County Street, sign posted on the north side of County 
 
Winthrop Street onto Cohannet Street (in the vicinity of Post Office Square).  
(Rev. Ords. 1964, sec 11-27; Ord. of 5-30-72; Ord. of 6-15-82, sec 1-4; Ord. of 7-27-82; Ord. of 6-
28-94, Ord of 7-11-2000; Ord of 9-18-2000; Ord of 3-4-2003: Ord of 7-20-2004) 
 
Sec. 13-48. Through ways. 
 
(a) In accordance with the provisions of Chapter 89, Section 9 of the General Laws, the following 
ways or parts of ways are hereby designated as through ways:  
 
Broadway, from the north side of Jackson Street southerly to the south side of Leonard Street.  
 
Somerset Avenue, from a point fifty (50) feet southerly of the intersection with Weir Street 
southerly to the south side of Presbrey Court.  
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Tremont Street, from Washington Street and Oak Streets to Alfred Lord Boulevard 
 
Tremont Street from Alfred Lord Boulevard to the Rehobeth Town Line 
 
Weir Street, from the south side of Main Street southerly to a point fifty (50) feet south of the 
intersection with Somerset Avenue.  
 
Winthrop Street, from Taunton Green southwesterly to the southwest side of Fairview Avenue. 
 
(b) Violations of the provisions of this section shall be punished by a fine not to exceed twenty 
dollars ($20.00). (Rev. Ords. 1964, sec 11-28; Ord. of 5-30-72; Ord of 5-17-98) 
 
Sec. 13-49. Use of horn. 
 
The driver of a vehicle shall give an audible warning with his/her horn or other suitable warning 
device whenever necessary to insure safe operation. (Rev. Ords. 1964, sec 11-29; Ord. of 5-30-72) 
 
Sec. 13-50. Driving on closed, newly paved, etc., streets.  
 
No operator shall enter upon the road surface of any street or highway or section thereof, when by 
reason of construction, surface treatment, maintenance or the like, or because of some unprotected 
hazard, such road surface is closed to travel, and one (1) or more signs, lights or signals have been 
erected to indicate that all or part of the road surface of the street or highway is not to be used, or 
when so advised by an officer, watchman, member of a street or highway crew or employee of the 
city, either audibly or by signals. (Rev. Ords. 1964, sec 11-30; Ord. of 5-30-72) 
 
Sec. 3-51. Driving upon sidewalk. 
 
The driver of a vehicle shall not drive upon any sidewalk except at a permanent or temporary 
driveway. (Rev. Ords. 1964, sec 11-31; Ord. of 5-30-72) 
 
Sec. 13-52. Driving through safety zones. 
 
It shall be unlawful for the driver of a vehicle, except on signal from a police officer, to drive the 
same over or through a safety zone. (Rev. Ords. 1964, sec 11-32; Ord. of 5-30-72) 
 
Sec. 13-53. Load limits on certain streets-Two and one-half tons. 
 
No person shall operate a vehicle which, with or without its load, weighs more than two and one-
half (2 1/2) tons upon any of the following streets or parts of streets during the times hereinafter 
designated:  
 
Fairview Avenue, at all times.  
 
Harrison Street, from 9:00 p.m. to 6:00 a.m.  
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Highland Street, from 9:00 p.m. to 6:00 a.m. 
 
 Spring Street, from 9:00 p.m. to 6:00 a.m.  
(Rev. Ords. 1964, sec 11-32A; Ord. of 3-27-73; Ord. of 5-26-92) 
 
Sec.13-54. Same--Five tons. 
 
(a) From Broadway to School Street, it shall be unlawful to operate any vehicle on Broadway 
Arcade entering from Broadway when the gross weight on the surface of the road exceeds ten 
thousand (10,000) pounds. It shall further be unlawful to operate any tractor trailer or truck of over 
ten thousand (10,000) pounds on said street. 
(b) Violations of this section shall be punished by a fine of not more than one hundred dollars 
($100.00) for each violation. (Rev. Ords. 1964, sec 11-31.1; Ord. of 4-3-79; Ord 8-8-2000) 
 
Sec. 13-55. Reserved. 
 
Editor's note--An ordinance enacted July 22, 1986, repealed the provisions formerly codified as sec 13-55 derived from 
an ordinance of July 27, 1976 and pertaining to the restriction applicable to entrances and exits from the Taunton Mall. 
 
Sec. 13-56. Speed zones designated. 
 
(a) Authorization. In accordance with the provisions of Chapter 90, Section 18 of the General 
Laws, the following special speed regulations are hereby adopted. 
 
(b) Speed limits established. The following speed limits are established at which motor vehicles 
may be operated in the areas described:  
 

Twenty (20) miles per hour 
Adams Street, Adams Street, 150 feet east and west of Hamilton Street intersection, school zone 
between the hours of 7:00 am to 8:00 am and 2:00 pm to 3:00 pm during school hours 
 
Hamilton Street from the intersection of Adams Street, 150 feet northerly and southerly, school 
zone, between the hours of 7:00 am to 8:00 am and 2:00 pm to 3:00 pm during school hours 
 
Hopewell Street, for the entire length of said street.  
 
School Street, in a northerly direction, from 119 School Street North, a distance of eight hundred 
fifty (850) feet to 145 School Street.  
 
School Street, in a southerly direction, from 142 School Street South, a distance of seven hundred 
sixty-two (762) feet to 118 School Street.  
 

Twenty-five (25) miles per hour 
 
School Street, in a northerly direction, from 109 School Street North, a distance of two hundred 
fifty-two (252) feet to 119 School Street.  
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School Street, in a southerly direction, from 166 School Street South, a distance of seven hundred 
(700) feet to 142 School Street. 
 
(C) Penalty for violation. Violations of this section shall be subject to a fine as follows: 
(1) Twenty-five dollars ($25.00) for the first offense. 
(2) Twenty-five dollars ($25.00) to fifty dollars ($50.00) for the second offense. 
(3) Fifty dollars ($50.00) to one hundred dollars ($100.00) for subsequent offenses during a twelve-
month period.  
 

Thirty (30) miles per hour 
Dighton Avenue, entire length of said street 
Norton Avenue, for the entire length of said street, both sides 
Winter Street, for the entire length of said street 
 

Forty (40) miles per hour 
Longmeadow Road, for the entire length of the street. 
(Rev. Ords. 1964, sec 11-152; Ord. of 11-14-78; Ord. of 7-27-82; Ord. of 12-15-87; Ord of 11-10-
97; Ord of 9-18-2000; Ord of 11-4-2002) 
 
Sec. 13-57. Left turn lanes. 
 
Automobiles travelling in the left lane as designated must make a left turn at the following 
locations: 
 

 (a) South lane of Taunton Green, northerly side, travelling westerly into Post Office Square 
in front of the Post Office building. 
(b) North lane of Taunton Green on the southerly side travelling easterly onto Taunton 
Green east side. 
(c) East lane of Taunton Green in front of Post Office building travelling southerly onto 
Taunton Green southerly side. (Ord. of 7-27-82) 

 
Sec. 13-58. Right turn lanes. 
 
Automobiles travelling in the right lane as designated must make a right turn at the following 
locations:  
 
Broadway, southbound, to Washington Street.  
 
North lane of Taunton Green, north side travelling westerly onto Court Street.  
 
South lane of Taunton Green, south side travelling easterly onto Weir Street. 
 
 Washington Street, eastbound, to Broadway.  
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West lane of Taunton Green, in front of Post Office, travelling southerly onto Cohannet Street. 
(Ord. of 7-27-82; Ord: of 6-4-91; Ord. of 12-8-92) 
 
Sec. 13-59. Operation of motor vehicles on frozen surfaces restricted. 
 
(a) No motor vehicle, as defined by section 1, chapter 90 of the Massachusetts General Laws, shall 
be driven, towed or pushed upon a frozen surface of any pond, lake, river, brook, stream or other 
permanent or semi-permanent body of water to which the public has a right of access and which is 
situated within the boundary lines of the City of Taunton without first obtaining a permit from the 
municipal council. Any owner or operator of such vehicle refusing to remove such vehicle from 
such frozen surface after being ordered to do so by a police officer shall be subject to immediate 
arrest without a warrant and said vehicle shall be towed therefrom at the expense of the owner. 
 
 (b) Any violation of this section shall be punishable by a fine not exceeding two hundred dollars 
($200.00). 
 
(c) This section shall not apply to such vehicles as shall be designated by the mayor, municipal 
council, police chief, fire chief or commissioner of public works as emergency vehicles when 
operated by duly authorized personnel in the course of an official emergency operation. (Ord. of 5-
1-84) 
 
Editor's note--An ordinance enacted May 1, 1984, amended Ch. 13 by Adding a new sec 13-23. In order to enhance the 
classification, reference and use, the editor, in his discretion, and with the city's consent, has redesignated the 
provisions of said ordinance as sec 13-59. 
 
Sec. 13-60  Violations 
 
Violations of the provisions of any section within chapter 13 shall be punished by a fine not to 
exceed fifty dollars ($50.00) unless otherwise specified 
 
Secs 13-61--13-72. Reserved.   
 

ARTICLE III. STOPPING, STANDING AND PARKING 
 

Sec. 13-73. General parking prohibitions. 
 
No person shall stand or park and no person shall allow, permit or suffer any vehicle registered in 
his name to stand or park in any of the following places: 

(1) Within an intersection. 
(2) Upon any sidewalk. 
(3) Upon any crosswalk. 
(3A) within the last 20 feet approaching a crosswalk unless an authorized parking space is 
marked (4) Upon any roadway in a rural or sparsely settled district. 
(5)  Upon a roadway where parking is permitted unless both wheels on the right side of the 
vehicle are within twelve (12) inches of the curb or edge of the roadway, except upon those 
streets which are designated as one-way streets. On such one-way streets, vehicles shall be 
parked in the direction in which such vehicle is moving and with both wheels within twelve 
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(12) inches of the curb. This shall not apply to streets or parts of streets where angle parking 
is required by this chapter. 
(6)  Upon any roadway where the parking of a vehicle will not leave a clear and 
unobstructed lane at least ten (10) feet wide for passing traffic. 
 (7)  Upon any street or highway within ten (10) feet of a fire hydrant. 
(8)  Upon or in front of any private road or driveway. 
(9)  Upon any street or highway within twenty (20) feet of an intersecting way, except 
alleys. 
(10) Along the curbline in front of the city lots upon which are erected fire and police 
stations, and the area on the opposite side of the street therefrom, where designated along 
the curbline and when designated by official signs. 
(11) At any curb adjacent to the entrances of a church, school, hotel, hospital, bus terminal, 
theater, public building or place of public assemblage where official signs are erected 
except for receiving or discharging passengers.  
(12) Within any Construction Zone (Rev. Ords. 1964, sec 11-33; Ord. of 5-30-72; Ord of 8-
8-2000) 

 
Sec. 13-74. Special parking prohibitions-Near safety zones. 
 
No person shall park a vehicle within twenty (20) feet of either end of a safety zone which is 
located within thirty (30) feet of the curb or edge of the roadway. (Rev. Ords. 1964, sec 11-34; Ord. 
of 5-30-72) 
 
Sec 13-74.1 CONSTRUCTION ZONES 
 
No parking shall be allowed within any construction zone that has been properly posted and notice 
to residents within the construction zone has occurred.  Notice shall be posted and distributed three 
days prior to the parking prohibition taking effect.  The hours, days of the week and duration of the 
parking prohibition shall be included on the posting”  
 
Sec. 13-75. Same--Bus stops and busses. 
  
(a) No person shall park a vehicle other than a bus in a bus stop. 
(b) No person shall park a bus upon any street within a business district at any place other than a 
bus stop, when a nearby bus stop is available for use. (Rev. Ords. 1964, sec 11-35; Ord. of 5-30-72) 
 
Sec. 13-76. Same--Taxi stands land taxis. 
 
No person shall park a taxicab upon any street within a business district at any place other than the 
taxicab stand or stands designated for the use of the taxicab except while engaged, or while waiting 
for an opportunity to use a taxicab stand designated for his/her use. (Rev. Ords. 1964, sec 11-36; 
Ord. of 5-30-72; Ord. of 8-23-77) 
 
Sec. 13-77. Same--Service zones. 
 
No person shall park a vehicle upon any street in any service zone/ loading for a period of time 
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longer than fifteen (15) minutes, except while actually engaged in loading or unloading; provided, 
that such loading or unloading does not exceed a period of time longer than one-half (1/2) hour. 
(Rev. Ords. 1964, sec 11-37; Ord. of 5-30-72; Ord of 7-17-2007) 
 
Sec. 13-78. Same--On certain one-way streets. 
 
Parking on the following one-way streets shall be as follows:  
Dean Avenue. On the north side only.  
Presbrey Avenue. On the east side only. (Rev. Ords. 1964, sec 1l-38; Ord. of 5-30-72) 
 
Sec. 13-79. Same-Garbage trucks. 
 
No trucks used in the transportation or collection of garbage or refuse shall be parked on any street 
within the city except when such truck is actually collecting garbage or refuse within the city. (Rev. 
Ords. 1964, sec 11-39; Ord. Of 5-30-72) 
 
Sec. 13-80. Same--Vehicle for sale, 
 
It shall be unlawful for any person to park upon a street or highway any vehicle displayed for sale. 
(Rev. Ords. 1964, sec 11-40; Ord. of 5-30-72) 
 
Sec. 13-81. Same--Trucks loading and unloading; license for loading, etc., penalty for 
violation. 
 
(a) No person driving or in charge of a motor truck, or any vehicle shall stop the same in the public 
streets, ways or bridges of the city, where traffic might be interfered with, to unload, deliver, load 
or pick up things, except where parking is unrestricted or in an official parking space, unless the 
driver has in his/her possession a license from the chief of police authorizing such stops. Licenses 
may be granted to owners or drivers of such vehicles to stop in the public streets, ways and bridges 
of the city for such purposes for a time specified therein or to back against the curb at any specified 
time. It will be illegal to park trucks, trailers, tractors, tractor-trailers and campers overnight on any 
street within the city. 
 
(b) Any person who parks a truck or trailer, or tractor, or tractor-trailer, or camper overnight on any 
street within the City of Taunton in violation of paragraph (a) above shall be punished for each said 
violation by a fine of fifty dollars ($50.00). (Rev. Ords. 1964, sec 11-41; Ord. of 5-30-72; Ord. of 
12-30-75; Ord. of 7-12-83; Ord of 8-8-2000) 
Editor's note--Having not expressly amended the Code. the provisions of an ordinance adopted July 12, 1983, have 
been codified, at editor's discretion, as paragraph (b) to sec 13-81. 
 
Sec. 13-82. Prohibited parking places. 
 
Upon the following streets or parts of streets parking is prohibited at all times unless otherwise 
specified, All curbs to painted yellow at no parking areas: 

A 
 
Adams Street, north side. 
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Adams Street, south side, 20 feet east from intersection of North Pleasant Street. 
 
Alger Avenue, south side in its entirety and north side 40 feet easterly from the intersection of 
Alger Avenue and Bay Street. 
 
Allison Avenue, both sides, for length of avenue 
 
Anderson Street, west side from intersection of Anderson Street and Winthrop Street to the 
intersection of Anderson Street and Whitehill Street and No Parking within 20 feet of intersection 
 
Arlington Street, both sides, from Dean Street to a point 100 feet north of Dean Street. 

B 
Barnum Street, right side from Somerset Avenue to intersection of Barnum Street and Harrison 
Avenue, from 7 am to 3:30 pm on school days, except Saturday, Sunday and Holidays 
 
Barnum Street, across from school, 7 am to 3:30 pm on school days, except Saturday, Sunday, and 
Holidays from TMLP pole #6 to 24 Barnum Street 
 
Barnum Street, southeast corner, no parking 20 feet from the intersection of Barnum Street and 
Harrison Avenue 
 
Battle Row, beginning at the intersection of Old Colony Avenue, north side, running west, for a 
distance of 252 feet. 
 
Bay Street, both sides, from the Railroad Bridge to Kurts Place. 
 
Bay Street, east side, from the fire station to Russell Square. 
 
Bay Street, east side, from Purchase Street to Maple Avenue. 
 
Bay Street, east side, no parking opposite side of Bay Street from Watson Pond State Park 
 
Bay Street, on both sides going north from the intersection of Bay Street and Field Street to the 
entrance of the Myles Standish Industrial Park  
 
Bay Street (Watson’s Pond) on west side for a distance of 20 feet on both sides of the entrance to 
the park in front of Watson Pond State Park 
 
Bay Street, (front of Watson’s Pond) on west side from #1714 Bay Street for 1,200 feet south along 
the front of Watson Pond State Park from dusk to dawn. 
 
Bay Street, west side, from Whittenton Street to Richard Street. 
 
Bay street, west side, beginning at a point 800 feet south of Field Street for a distance of 500 feet. 
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Beacon Street, west side, odd numbered side 
 
Berkley Street, both sides, from Agawam Street south for a distance of 200 feet. 
 
Bow Street, north side, from Weir Street to a point 110 feet easterly. 
 
Bradford Place, north side. 
 
Bradford Street, north side, Mondays through Fridays, between the hours of 7:00 a.m. and 3:00 
 
Bradford Street, north side, Mondays through Fridays, between the hours of 7:00 a.m. and 3:00 
p.m. Braga Square, in the triangle within Braga Square. 
 
Briggs Street, south side, from the driveway at 34 ½ Briggs Street to a point 20 feet east 
 
Broadway, east side, in front of premises now or formerly of Pilgrim Congregational Church. 
 
Broadway, east side, from Purchase Street to a point 50 feet south of Purchase Street. 
 
Broadway, east side, from a point approximately 285 feet south of the intersection of the east side 
of Broadway with the south side of Washington Street at Short Square to said intersection. 
 
Broadway, east side, from Leonard Street to a point 405 feet north. 
 
Broadway, east side, from Randall Street (Crosswalk) to a point 50 feet south. 
 
Broadway, east side, from Washington Street to Randall Street (93 feet). 
 
Broadway, east side, from Washington Street to a point 40 feet north. 
 
Broadway, east side, from Broadway north to the north boundary of premises now or formerly of 
St. Mary's Church, Monday through Saturday from 7:00 a.m. to 12:00 noon, except for church 
services or funeral services. 
 
Broadway, east side, beginning at the corner of Fern Street, running south for a distance of 60 feet, 
except school buses. 
 
Broadway, east side, from Washington Street to a point 150 feet north of Avon Street. 
 
Broadway, west side, from Purchase Street to a point 50 feet north of Purchase Street. 
 
Broadway, west side, between Monroe Street and Broadway Avenue. 
 
Broadway, west side, between Paull Street and Jefferson Street. 
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Broadway, west side, from a point 105 feet south of Pleasant Street to a point 195 feet south (90 
feet). 
 
Broadway, west side, from Pleasant Street to a point 280 feet north. 
 
Broadway, west side, from Washington Street to a point 210 feet north. 
 
Broadway, west side, from Washington Street (Crosswalk) to a point 20 feet south. 
 
Broadway, west side, from Avon Street to 150 feet south of Washington Street. 
 
Broadway Arcade. both sides. 
 
Burt Street, east side, from Winthrop Street to Gullivar Street. 

C 
 
Caswell Street, west side, from its intersection with Pinehill Street south for a distance of 60 feet. 
 
Cedar Street, west side, from Main Street to a point 35 feet north. 
 
Chandler Avenue, south side, from its intersection with Hodges Avenue to a point 378 feet east of 
Hodges Avenue. 
 
Church Green, adjacent to the premises at number 79 Church Green. 
 
Church Green, north side, from Summer Street to a point 30 feet east of Summer Street. 
 
Church Green, north side, both sides from Dean Street to the rear of the First Parish Church. 
 
Church Green, north side, from Union Street to a point 95 feet east. 
 
Church Green, south side, adjacent to the church property and from a point at the rear of the church 
to the intersection of Dean Street. 
 
Church Green, south side, from driveway at 79 Church Green to the walk leading into Historical 
Hall. 
 
Church Green, south side, from Summer Street to a point 40 feet east. 
 
Church Street, from the intersection of Broadway, south side, running for a distance of two hundred 
sixty feet 
 
Church Street, southwest side, 4:00 P.M. to 7:00 p.m. on Saturdays and 7:00 a.m. to 12:00 noon on 
Sundays. 
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Clifford Street, near 28 Clifford Street (Mulcahey School), south side, from driveway entrance to 
driveway exit, 190 feet, no parking or standing on school days except for buses between the hours 
of 7:00 am to 8:00 am and 2:30pm to 3:30 pm 
 
Clifford Street, both sides, from the northerly line of the premises at 2 Clifford Street south for a 
distance of 300 feet, from 8:00 a.m. to 9:00 a.m. and from 2:30 p.m. to 3:00 p.m. 
 
Cohannet Street, south side from the parking lot entrance at St Thomas Church for railroad tracks 
 
Cohannet Street, south side from a point of 71 feet east of crosswalk at Cohannet Street and High 
Street for a distance of 208 feet to Parking Meter #781 on Cohannet Street 
 
Cohannet Street, north side for a distance of 38 feet west of intersection of Cohannet Street and 
Frederick Martin Parkway 
 
Cohannet Street, south side at a point of 90 feet west of crosswalk at Cohannet Street and High 
Street for a distance of 55 feet going west (area at front door of Cohannet Street Court House) 
 
Cohannet Street, at crosswalk in front of YMCA 
 
Cohannet Street, beginning at a point 74 feet from the intersection of 96 Winthrop Street and 
Cohannet Street, north side, running for a distance of 152 feet on Cohannet Street. 
 
Coram Street, south side, from pole number 1 west for a distance of 75 feet to Hamilton Street. 
 
Coram Street, west side, from the driveway at number 17 for a distance of 75 feet to Hamilton 
Street. 
 
Coram Street, north side 
 
Cottage Street, west side, from number 52 Cottage Street to Whittenton Street. 
 
County Street, east side, beginning at the intersection of Hart Street, running north for a distance of 
51 feet to T.M.L.P. Pole #82. 
 
County Street, westerly side, beginning at Linden Street running southerly for a distance of 2,240 
feet to Johnson Street 
 
Court Street, east side. 
 
Court Street, east side, from Taunton Green to Washington Street. 
 
Court Street, east side, from the south boundary of the premises number 19 Court Street to the 
north boundary of the premises at number 29 Court Street, between the hours of 7:00 am. and 6:00 
p.m. on any day except Saturdays, Sundays and holidays. 
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Court Street, east side, from Washington Street to a point 180 feet south. 
 
Court Street, west side, from number 18 Court Street to number 32 Court Street, inclusive. 
 
Court Street, west side, from Washington Street to a point 135 feet south. 
 
Cullen Street, east side, on Sundays from 7:00 a.m. to noon. 

D 
 
Dana Street, easterly side, beginning at a point ninety (90) feet from Morton Street southerly, 
running for a distance of sixty-five (65) feet. 
 
Danforth Street beginning at the intersection of West Britannia Street northerly side, running 
westerly for a distance of 206 feet 
 
Dean Avenue, south side. 
 
Dean Street, both sides, from a point 200 feet west of Arlington Street to the State Highway Layout 
(east of Arlington Street). 
 
DeWert Avenue, both sides of DeWert Avenue for its entire length. 

E 
East Britannia Street, both sides, between the hours of 7:00 p.m. and 8:00 a.m. 
 
East Broadway, from pole #2 and pole #8 for a distance of 581 feet, south side, of road going west 
to east 
 
Everett Street, both sides, for a distance of 25 feet to the corner of Cohannet Street. 
 

F 
Faith Street, north side. 
 
Fay Street, at the intersection of Weir Street, north side, beginning at a point 52 feet from T.M.L.P. 
Pole #1, and running west for a distance of 53 feet. 
 
Fifth Street, north side, from West Water Street to Somerset Avenue. 
 
Fifth Street, south side, a distance of 80 feet, more or less, opposite the loading platform of the 
Bacon Felt Company. 
 
First Street, north side, from Weir Street to the playground. 
 
First Street, south side, between Weir Street and the railroad tracks. 
 
Floral Street, north side, from Cherry Street to the intersection of School and Winter Street. 
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Floral Street, south side, from Washington Street to Cherry Street. 
 
Floral Street, south side, from Whitsborough to the intersection of School and Winter Street. 
 
Fourth Street, south side, beginning at West Water Street, running westerly for a distance of 600 
feet 
 
Fourth Street, north side, between the railroad bridge and Somerset Avenue, Monday through 
Friday, between the hours of 7:00 a.m. and 6:00 p.m.  
 
Frederick Martin Parkway, west side, from the intersection of Washington Street and Frederick 
martin parkway south to the intersection of Frederick Martin Parkway and Cohannet Street 
 
Frederick Martin Parkway, east side, going south 362 feet from crosswalk at intersection of 
Washington Street and Frederick Martin Parkway 
 
Frederick Martin Parkway, at footbridge crossing on the easterly side of Frederick Martin Parkway 
there shall be 10 foot prohibited parking 
 
Friend Street, on east side behind the school (within limits of the Galligan School property 
boundaries) 
 
From the crosswalk at intersection of Frederick Martin Parkway and Cohannet Street extending 
northerly for 60 feet. 
 
Fruit Street, south side, between Union Street and Kelly Street. 
 
Fruit Street, southerly side, between Cedar Street and Union Street   

G 
 
Galligan School, 15 Sheridan Street, from driveway to driveway, a distance of 190 feet, during 
school hours, except for school buses. 
 
Grant Street, north side from School Street to Washington Street 
 
Granite Street, both sides, from Maple Street to railroad crossing. 
 
Granite Street from the intersection of Granite Street and Maple Street eastward to dead end of road 
at railroad tracks on south and north sides of Granite Street between 8:00 am to 4:00 pm 
 
Granite Street from the intersection of Granite Street and Maple Street westward 68 feet on south 
and north sides of Granite Street between 8:00 am to 4:00 pm 
 
Grosvenor Street, east side, beginning at a point 216 feet northerly from Danforth Street to run a 
distance of 182 feet. 
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Grove Street, west side 
 
Grove Street, both sides, from Grove Street Extension to the property of Morton Hospital. 
 
Grove Street, east side, for a distance of 550 feet northerly from Washington Street, Mondays 
through Fridays between the hours of 7:00 a.m. and 3:00 p.m. 
 
Grove Street, east side, for a distance of 600 feet northerly from Washington Street. 
 
Grove Street Extension, north side 

H 
 
Hamilton Street, east side. 
 
Hamilton Street, west side, from the intersection of Adams Street northerly for a distance of 250 
feet, except for school buses on school days, 7:30 a.m. to 8:15 a.m. and 1:30 p.m. to 2:15 p.m. 
 
Hamilton Street, west side, from sixty-three (63) feet south of the southerly curbline of Exeter 
Street northerly to Hopewell Street. 
 
Hamilton Street, west side, from sixty-three (63) feet south of the southerly curbline of Exeter 
Street to two hundred seventy (270) feet south of the southerly curbline of Exeter Street during 
June, July, and August 
 
Hamilton Street, west side, from two hundred seventy (270) feet south of the southerly curbline of 
Exeter Street to three hundred sixty two (362) feet of the southerly curbline of Exeter Street 
(opposite Dartmouth Street) 
 
Hamilton Street, west side, from three hundred sixty two (362) feet south of the southerly curbline 
of Exeter Street to six hundred twenty (620) feet south of the southerly curbline of Exeter Street 
during June, July and August 
 
Hamilton Street, west side, from six hundred twenty (620) feet south of the southerly curbline of 
Exeter Street to seven hundred nine (709) feet south of the southerly curbline of Exeter Street 
(opposite Coram Street) 
 
Hamilton Street, west side, from seven hundred nine (709) feet south of the southerly curbline of 
Exeter Street to eight hundred sixty (860) feet south of the southerly curbline of Exeter Street 
during June, July and August 
 
Hamilton Street, west side from eight hundred sixty (860) feet south of the southerly curbline of 
Exeter Street to nine hundred one (901) feet south of the southerly curbline of Exeter Street 
(opposite Bradford Street) 
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Hamilton Street, west side from nine hundred one (901) feet south of the southerly curbline of 
Exeter Street to nine hundred fifty eight (958) feet south of the southerly curbline of Exeter Street 
during June, July and August 
 
Harris Street, both sides, from the intersection of Williams Street to the bridge. 
 
Harrison Street, north side, from Winthrop Street to a point 150 feet east. 
 
Harrison Street, south side, from Weir Street to a point 125 feet west. 
 
Harrison Street, south side, from Winthrop Street to a point 130 feet east. 
 
Hart Street, north side, at the intersection of County Street, southeast corner, beginning at T.M.L.P. 
Pole #39 and running east for a distance of 304 feet to T.M.L.P. Pole #41. 
 
High Street and Cohannet Street at intersection 10 feet from crosswalks 
 
High Street, west side from a point of 127 feet south of crosswalk at High Street and Cohannet 
Street to Winthrop Street 
 
High Street, east side from utility Pole #16 to Winthrop Street 
 
High Street, north side, from Weir Street to Winthrop Street. 
 
High Street, north side of the railroad bridge, west for a distance of 182 feet and east from the 
bridge for a distance of 256 feet. 
 
High Street, north side, from Weir Street to a point 190 feet east. 
 
High Street, north side, from Winthrop Street to a point 220 feet west. 
 
High Street, south side, from the Cohannet School to Winthrop Street. 
 
High Street, south side of the railroad bridge, west for a distance of 212 feet and east from the 
bridge for a distance of 260 feet. 
 
High Street, south side, from Weir Street to a point 180 feet west. 
 
High Street, south side, from Weir Street to a point 225 feet east. 
 
High Street, south side, from Winthrop Street to a point 110 feet east. 
 
Highland Street, east side, from Winthrop Street to a point 50 feet south of Winthrop Street. 
 
Highland Street, west side, from Winthrop Street to a point 50 feet north of Winthrop Street. 
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Hill Street, both sides. 
 
Hodges Avenue, east side, from its intersection with Washington Street to its intersection with 
Chandler Avenue, the same being a distance of 700 feet, more or less. 
 
Hodges Avenue west side, for a distance of 50 feet northerly from Washington Street. 
 
Hope Street, east side, between 7:00 a.m. and 3:00 p.m. on school days. 
 
Hopewell Street, easterly side of Hopewell Street north from the intersection of Hamilton Street to 
the  driveway at number 25 Hopewell Street opposite electric pole number 3. 
 
Hopewell Street, westerly side northerly for a distance of 165 feet from the intersection of 
Hamilton Street 
 

J 
 
Jefferson Street, north side, adjacent to the premises of the First Bristol County National Bank.  
 
Jefferson Street, south side, from the intersection of Bay Street to 3 Jefferson Street. 
 

K 
KilmerAvenue, both sides, beginning at the intersection of Smith Street and running to the end of 
Kilmer Avenue beyond Dewert Avenue, with the exception of four (4) spaces for fifteen-minute 
parking at 99 Kilmer Avenue. 
 
Kilton Street, at No. 19, on Saturday and Sunday from 10:00 a.m. to noon. 
 
Kurts Place, south side, for a distance of 375 feet west from Bay Street. 
 

L 
Lawrence Street, west side, from Whittenton Street to King Street. 
 
Leonard Street, north side. 
 
Leonard Street, south side, from Broadway to the west line of the Central Fire Station. 
 
Lowell Street, south side.  
 

M 
Mador Avenue north side. 
 
Main Street, north side, from Union Street to a point 85 feet west. 
 
Meadow Street, easterly side from Meadow Place northerly to Martel Avenue 
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Middleboro Avenue, on the north side beginning at the property dividing line of 212 and 224 
Middleboro Avenue and continuing for a distance of 163 feet to the property line at 246 
Middleboro Avenue with one sign placed in front of 224 Middleboro Avenue, at a distance of 20 
feet in an easterly direction from TMLP pole #23 and a second sign placed at a distance of 75 feet 
from TMLP pole #23  
 
Middleboro Avenue, south side, from its intersection with Caswell Street for a distance of 309 feet. 
 
Middleboro Avenue, west side, from its intersection with Pinehill Street north for a distance of 66 
feet. 
 
Monroe Street, north side, from Broadway running west for a distance of 105 feet. 
 
Monroe Street, north side, from Bay Street running east for a distance of 63 feet. 
 
Monroe Street, north side, beginning at a point 105 feet from Broadway running west for a distance 
of 1,039 feet, 7:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m., Monday through Friday during the school year except for 
school buses and excluding holidays. 
 
Monroe Street, south side, from the intersection of Broadway running west for a distance of 115 
feet. 
 
Monroe Street, south side, from the intersection of Bay Street running east for a distance of 66 feet.  
 
Morton Street, south side, from Hodges Avenue to Chandler Avenue. 
 
Mozzone Boulevard, both sides, to Allison Avenue 
 
Myrtle Street, south side, beginning at Mason Street, running west for a distance of 66 feet. 
 

N 
 
Nickerson Avenue, west side. 
 
North Pleasant Street, from Washington Street, westerly side running northerly for a distance of 
five hundred sixty (560) feet 
 
Beginning at a point eight hundred thirty (830) feet on North Pleasant Street from Washington 
Street, westerly side running northerly to Adams Street  
 
North Pleasant Street, from Washington Street easterly side to Grove Street Extension. 
 
Norton Avenue, east side and west side near entrance (in vicinity of ball fields) of Chamberlain and 
Friedman Schools for a distance of seven hundred fifty feet to the north and seven hundred fifty 
feet to the south. 
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Norton Avenue, entrance into Chamberlain and Friedman Schools (in vicinity of ball fields) for a 
distance of one thousand eight hundred twenty feet on the north side and eight hundred twenty feet 
on the south side; parking shall be authorized only in those lots designated at each school. 
 

O 
Oak Street, east side, from the intersection of Anderson Street north to the rear entrance to the East 
Bay Apartments and on the west side of Oak Street from Utility Pole number 37 south to the 
driveway of the Maxham School. 
 
Oak Street, south side, in front of premises number 68 and 70. 
 
Old Colony Avenue, east side. 
 
Old Colony Avenue, west side, for a distance of 215 feet from Middleboro Avenue. 
 
Olney Street, Westside, intersection of Olney Street and Oak Street to intersection of Olney Street 
and Wales Street 
 
Orchard Street, north side, for a distance of 50 feet west of Somerset Avenue. 

P 
 
Path Street, east side, from Washington Street, to a point 100 feet north. 
 
Path Street, east side, at a point 100 feet from Washington Street for a distance of 500 feet, between 
the hours of 7:00 a.m. and 6:00 p.m. on any day except Sundays and holidays. 
 
Path Street, west side, from Washington Street to a point 50 feet north. 
 
Park Street, west side, at a point 50 feet from Washington Street for a distance of 650 feet, between 
the hours of 7:00 a.m. and 6:00 p.m. on any day except Sundays and holidays.  
 
Parkin Avenue, both sides. 
 
Paul Bunker Drive, both sides 
 
Paull Street, south side, adjacent to the premises of the First Bristol County National Bank. 
 
Pine Street north side, from its intersection with Oak Street to its intersection with Granite Street. 
 
Pine Street, south side, for a distance of 125 feet east from Shores Street and for a distance of 91 
feet east from Shores Street on the north side. 
 
Pine Street, west side, at Shore Street, between the hours of 7:00 a.m. to 9:00 a.m. and 2:00 p.m. to 
4:00 p.m. on school days. 
 
Plain Street, north side, from the Weir Bridge to Pratt Street. 
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Plastic Avenue, west side. 
 
Pleadwell Street, south side, from the corner of Fourth Avenue east for approximately 260 feet. 
 
Pleasant Street, north side, from Broadway to a point 90 feet west. 
 
Pleasant Street, south side. 
 
Police Station entrance road, east side, police parking only. 
 
Porter Street, south side from the fork in road at Cohannet Street, going west for a distance of 153 
feet 
 
Porter Street, south side from Railroad tracks to Mason Street 
 
Porter Street, north side from the fork in road at Porter Street and Cohannet Street for a distance of 
400 feet to Railroad Tracks  
 
Presbrey Avenue, west side. 
 
Presbrey Court, west side, from First Street to bend in roadway and thereafter on the north side of 
Somerset Avenue. 
  
Prospect Street, east side. 
 
Prospect Street, west side, from Taunton Municipal Lighting Plant pole number 2 north for a 
distance of 125 feet, except for school buses on school days 8:30 a.m. to 9:00 a.m., 11:15 a.m. to 
11:45 a.m., 12:30 p.m. to 1:00 p.m., 3:00 p.m.- to 3:30 p.m.  
 
Prospect Hill Street, west side for 160 feet north to before the driveway at 262 Prospect Hill Street 
 
Prospect Hill Street, east side for 180 feet north to the Town of Raynham line to utility pole #117 
 
Prospect hill Street, south side for 40 feet going west from Town of Raynham line 
 
Purchase Street, north side, between Broadway and Washington Street and on the south side from 
the intersection of Purchase Street and Broadway a distance of 50 feet west of Broadway. 

R 
Randall Street, north side, from Broadway to a point 80 feet east. 
 
Robert Treat Paine Statue, next to the curb around the Robert Treat Paine Statue. 

S 
Scadding Street, east side, from the south boundary of the premises at 117 Scadding Street north 
for a  distance of 325 feet. 
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Scadding Street, west side, between number 124 to number 114. School Street, east side, from 
Main Street to  Fruit Street. 
 
School Street, east side, from Fruit Street to Randall Street between 8:00 a.m. and 5:00 p.m., 
Monday through  Friday. 
 
School Street, east side, between Randall Street and Grant Street. 
 
School Street, east side, from Grant Street to Purchase Street. 
 
School Street, east side, from Longmeadow Road to the north boundary of the parcel of real estate 
located at number 237 School Street. 
 
School Street, west side, from Broadway Arcade to Leonard Street. 
 
School Street, west side, in vicinity of St Anthony’s Church and Rectory, Monday through 
Saturday from 7:00 AM to 12:00 noon, except for church services or funeral services 
 
Second Street, both sides, from Somerset Avenue to Charles Street between the hours of 8:00 and 
9:00 am and between the hours of 2:00 pm and 3:00 pm except for school buses on school days 
 
Shores Street, from Tremont Street to Maple Street. 
 
Shores Street, east side, from Tremont Street south for a distance of 321 feet. 
 
Shores Street, north side, from Anawan Street to Davis Street. 
 
Smith Street, both sides to first driveway from Whittenton Street 
 
Somerset Avenue both sides, for a distance of 200 feet south of First Street. 
 
Somerset Avenue, both sides, from First Street north to Orchard Street. 
 
Somerset Avenue, east side, between First Street and Forest Street. 
 
Somerset Avenue, east side, between Second Street and Third Street. 
 
Somerset Avenue, north side, from Weir Street to a point 130 feet west. 
 
Somerset Avenue, south side, from Weir Street to a point 90 feet west. 
 
Somerset Avenue, west side, for a distance of 250 feet north of First Street. 
 
Somerset Avenue, both sides, from Highland Street south to Seventh Street 
 
South Crane Avenue, both sides, from Norton Avenue to Forge Drive. 
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Spring Street, both sides, from intersection of Spring and Summer Streets to the intersection of 
Spring and High Streets. 
 
Staples Avenue, south side and north side, except for that portion of the north side beginning at a 
point 20 feet west from the intersection of the west side of West Water Street and running west 85 
feet, more or less, to the end of the premises now or formerly known as the Bricktowne Building. 
 
State Street, south side from intersection of State Street and Bay Street for a distance of 40 feet 
(loading zone). No parking sign be posted 20 feet from intersection and loading zone. 
 
State Street, north side, for a distance of 246 feet. 
 
State Street, north side, for a distance of 150 feet from Bay Street. 
 
Summer Street, both sides, from Prospect Street to the Penn Central Railroad bridge. 
 
Summer Street, east side, from a point 85 feet south of Church Green to a point 150 feet south (65 
feet). 
 
Summer Street, east side, between Church Green and Prospect Street. 
 
Summer Street, west side, from number 45 north to Prospect Street on school days between the 
hours of 2:30 p.m. to 4:00 p.m. except for school buses. 
 
Summer Street, west side, from number 115A south for a distance of 100 feet 
 
Sunset Drive, north side, for a distance of 300 feet west from Bay Street. 

 
T 

Taunton Green north side, from 30 Taunton Green to Court Street. 
 
Taunton Green, south and west sides, adjacent to the common. 
 
Taunton Green, south side, from Weir Street to Lincoln Street. 
 
Third Avenue, east side, for a distance of 40 feet from Whittenton Street. 
 
Third Avenue, west side, for a distance of 250 feet from Whittenton Street. 
 
Tremont Street, south side, from Glebe Street to Merrill Avenue on Sundays between 7:00 a.m. and 
noon. 
 
Tremont Street, both sides, from a point (900) nine hundred feet west of Worcester Street to Route 
140 
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Trescott Street, beginning at the intersection of Fruit Street, west side, running south for a distance 
of 80 feet. 
 
Trescott Street, east side. 

U 
Union Street, west side. 
 
Washington Street, east side, from Short Square to East Britannia Street. 
 
Washington Street, east side, between Waverly Street and Garfield Street. 
 
Washington Street, north side, from Broadway to a point 155 feet east. 
 
Washington Street, north side, from Broadway to a point 185 feet west. 
 
Washington Street, north side, from Park Street to a point 130 feet east. 
 
Washington Street, north side, from Park Street to Tremont Street. 
 
Washington Street, south side, from Broadway to a point 155 feet east. 
 
Washington Street, south side, from Court Street to a point 185 feet west. 
 
Washington Street, south side, from Court Street to St. Mary's Square. 
 
Washington Street, west side, in front of the entrance to Morton Hospital. 
 
Washington Street, west side, adjacent to St. Mary's Church. 
 
Washington Street, west side, from a point 100 feet south from East Britannia Street to East 
Britannia Street. 
 
Waverly Street, north side from the intersection at Washington Street to the intersection with 
Arthur Street 
 
Weir Street, east side, within 100 feet of Main Street. 
 
Weir Street, east side, from curb corner to curb corner, in front of 94 Weir Street 
 
Weir Street, east side, from Bow Street to a point 155 feet north. 
 
Weir Street, east side, from Bow Street to a point 195 feet south. 
 
Weir Street, east side, from High Street to a point 45 feet north.  
 
Weir Street, east side, from High Street to a point 175 feet  south. 
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Weir Street, corner of Hill Street, between 6:00 am and 6:00 pm for a distance of 100 feet 
 
Weir Street, west side, within 50 feet of Main Street. 
 
Weir Street, west side, between White Street and Forest Street. 
 
Weir Street, west side, from Somerset Avenue to a point 55 feet north. 
 
Weir Street, west side, from High Street to a point 125 feet north. 
 
West Adams Street, both sides, for a distance of 50 feet from North Pleasant Street, between the 
hours of 7:00 a.m. and 3:00 p.m. on days which public schools are in session. 
 
West Britannia Street, in front of No. 354 (Leonard School), south side, for a distance of 82 feet, 
except for school buses, one hour prior to and one hour after dismissal. 
 
West Britannia Street, north side, from Cottage Street to Chester Court. 
 
West Britannia Street, beginning at #128 on the south side, running westerly for a distance of 980 
feet. 
 
West Britannia Street, south side, between Chester Court and premises numbered 228 West 
Britannia Street. 
 
West Water Street, east side, from number 260 north for a distance of 140 feet to the point where 
said street abuts Walker Park. 
 
West Water Street, east side, for a distance of 180 feet from the southeast corner of the intersection 
of the Weir Bridge and West Water Street. 
 
West Water Street, east side, from Fifth Street north for a distance of 483 feet. 
 
West Water Street, west side, between Third Street and Fourth Street .  
 
West Water Street, west side, from Fourth Street to Fifth Street. 
 
West Weir Street Extension, both sides 
 
West Weir Street Extension, west side, from the intersection of First and Couch Streets running 
south for its entire length. 
 
Whittenton Street, north side, from Bay Street east to 183 Whittenton Street. 
 
Whittenton Street, both sides from Smith Street to fire hydrants 
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Williams Street, both sides, from 7:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. on weekdays. 
 
Williams Avenue, both sides, for the entire length of the roadway. 
 
Winthrop Avenue, east side, from Winthrop Street for a distance of 318 feet to Winthrop Place  
 
Winthrop Street, east side, from Harrison Street to a point 230 feet south. 
 
Winthrop Street, east side, from Harrison Street to a point 110 feet north. 
 
Winthrop Street, east side, from High Street to a point 200 feet south. 
 
Winthrop Street, east side, from High Street to a point 115 feet north. 
 
Winthrop Street, north side, from Highland Street to a point 80 feet east of Highland Street. 
 
Winthrop Street, south side, between Howard Street and the Mill River bridge. 
 
Winthrop Street, south side, from Highland Street to a point 80 feet west of Highland Street. 
 
Winthrop Street, west side, from High Street to a point 175 feet south. 
 
Winthrop Street, west side, from High Street to a point 120 feet north. 
 
Winthrop Street, west side, from a point 315 feet south of High Street to a point 620 feet south of 
High Street (305 feet). 
 (Rev. Ords. 1964, sec 11-42; Ord. of 5-30-72; Ord. of 10-3-72; Ord. of 12-5-72; Ord. of 3-27-73; 
Ord. of 5-29-73; Ord. of 6-26-73; Ord. of 9-4-73; Ord. of 12-4-73; Ord. of 4-9-74; Ord. of 12-3-74; 
Ord. of 4-15-75; Ord. of 9-2-75; Ord. of 10-21-75; Ord. of 12-30-75; Ord. of 5-25-76; Ord. of 7-6-
76; Ord. of 8-3-76; Ord. of 8-23-77; Ord. of 12-13-77; Ord. of 7-3-78; Ord. of 10-10-78; Ord. of 
11-14-78; Ord. of 1-2-79; Ord. of 1-9-79; Ord. of 5-1-79; Ord. of 7-17-79; Ord. of  9-18-79; 3 
Ords. of 11-20-79; 2 Ords. of 4-1-80; Ord. of 4-29-80; 2 Ords. of 9-30-80; Ord. of 9-15-81; Ord. of 
3-30-82; Ord. of 6-15-82; Ord. of 7-27-82; Ord. of 11-30-82, sec 1; Ord. of 1-25-83, secs 1, 2; Ord. 
of 3-29-83; Ord. of 10-11-83, sec 1; Ord. of 10-18-83, sec 1; Ord. of 5-1-84; 2 Ords. of 2-19-85; 
Ord. of 3-5-85; Ord. of 4-30-85; 2 Ords. of 11-12-85; 2 Ords. of 2-4-86; Ord. of 6-24-86, sec 2; 
Ord. of 7-15-86 , sec 1; Ord. of 12-23-86, sec 1; Ord. of 2-10-87, sec 1; 2 Ords. of 9-22-87; Ord. of 
2-2-88; Ord. of 5-31-88; Ord. of 6-14-88; Ord. of 8-2-88, sec 2; Ord. of 8-16-88; 2 Ords. of 9-6-88; 
Ord. of 3-14-89; Ord. of 10-24-89; Ord. of 6-4-91, sec 1; Ord. of 9-17-91, sec 1; Ord. of 12-8-92, 
sec 1; Ord. of 2-23-93; Ord. of 10-26-93; Ord. of 12-28-93, sec 1; 2 Ords. of 1-11-94; Ord of 11-
26-96;Ord of 5-14-96;Ord of 4-16-96;Ord of 3-4-96; Ord of 11-10-97; Ord of 6-3-97;Ord of 6-15-
99;Ord of 3-17-98;Ord of 3-3-98; Ord of 5-6-97; Ord of 11-2-98; Ord of 2-23-95; Ord of 12-1-98; 
Ord of 5-7-96; Ord of 1-21-95; Ord of 5-2-95;  Ord of 1-28-97, Ord of 9-12-2000; Ord of 6-5-
2001; Ord of 11-5-2001; Ord of 12-18-2001;Ord of 2-12-2002; Ord of 3-3-2002; Ord of 5-14-2002; 
Ord of 6-4-2002; Ord of 9-9-03; Ord of 12-29-2003; Ord of 2-17-2004; Ord of 4-12-2005; Ord of 
5-10-2005; Ord of 7-12-2005; Ord of 8-16-2005; Ord of 9-20-2005; Ord of 10-25-2005; Ord of 3-
7-2006; Ord of 6-13-2006; Ord of 6-13-2006: Ord 11-14-2006; Ord of 7-17-2007; Ord of 2-19-
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2008; Ord of 4-29-2008; Ord of 7-1-2008; Ord of 2-10-2009: Ord of 9-1-2009: Ord of 9-1-2009: 
Ord of 11-17-2009) 
 
Sec. 13-82.1. Fire chief to establish fire lanes-Prohibition of parking; penalty for violation. 
 
(a) The fire chief or designated representative is hereby authorized to establish fire lanes on private 
property devoted to the public use in the City of Taunton or on such other private property where 
such designation shall reasonably be deemed necessary to allow for the access of fire apparatus or 
emergency equipment for the protection of public safety. The fire chief or designated representative 
shall establish the specific locations and dimensions of all fire lanes so designated based upon the 
following criteria: 

(1) The nature of the use of the premises so designated; 
(2) The volume of automobile traffic on or near the designated premises; 
(3) The size and type of fire apparatus and emergency equipment available and necessary to 
protect the premises; and, 
(4) The size of the land and building space to be protected. Fire lanes shall also be 
established within necessary areas surrounding post indicator valves, hydrants, fire 
department connections, and exits from parking areas, driveways, public buildings, and 
other areas of public ingress and egress based upon the above mentioned criteria. 

 
Upon designation of a fire lane, the fire chief shall give a notice of such designation to the owner of 
such area directing the owner to post signs at his/her expense lettered "Fire Lane-No Parking 
Anytime.'' Such signs shall be of standard lettering and mounting conforming to specifications of 
the fire chief. 
 
(b) No person shall park or leave unattended his/her motor vehicle within any part of an area posted 
and marked as a fire lane in any parking area or parking lot, public or private, within the city, nor 
shall any person obstruct a private way with a vehicle or other means so as to prevent access of fire 
apparatus or emergency equipment to any building. 
 
(c) Any person violating this section shall be punished by a fine of thirty dollars ($30.00) for each 
offense, and the vehicle so parked may be towed from the area at the owner's expense.  
 
(d) Paintings- Markings- Maintenance of Fire Lanes 
All fire lanes (pavement and curbing) shall be painted and marked in a manner approved by the fire 
chief or designated representative. 
 1. Color of paint shall be safety yellow 
 2. Striping shall be a minimum width of four inches 
 3. Lettering shall be a minimum width of 2 inches 
 4. Striping shall be diagonal 
 5. Top and sides of curbing shall be painted safety yellow. 

6. Fire lane striping, lettering and signs shall be maintained as needed but no less than 
annual. 

(Ord. of 4-29-80; Ord. of 12-7-82; Ord. of 7-18-89, secs 1, 2; Ord of 11-10-97; Ord of 8-8-2000) 
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Sec 13-82.2 Police Parking 
 
“Police Cruiser Parking Only” signs to be posted on south side of Cohannet Street, 15 feet west of 
crosswalk at Cohannet Street and High Street for a distance of 75 feet west and at 145 feet west of 
crosswalk for a distance of 44 feet. (Ord of 10-25-2005) 
 
Sec. 13-83. One-half-hour parking. 
 
No person shall park a vehicle on the following streets or parts of streets for a period of time longer 
than one-half hour at any time, except as otherwise indicated: 
 
Bay Street, west side, in front of premises numbered 294, 306 and 308. 
 
Bow Street, south side, from Weir Street to a point 105 feet east (cars only- no trucks) 
 
Broadway, east side, from a point 150 feet south of Randall Street to a point 190 feet south (40 
feet), from 6:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. 
 
Hamilton Street, west side, for a distance of 100 feet north from the "No Parking School Buses" 
sign, from 9:00 a.m. and 5:00 p.m. on Monday through Friday. 
 
Myrtle Street, in front of 3 Myrtle Street between the hours of 9:00 a.m. and 5:00 p.m. except for 
Sundays and holidays. 
 
Randall Street, south side, for a distance of about 100 feet from Broadway, between the hours of 
6:00 a.m. and 1:00 p.m.  
 
Randall Street, south side, from Broadway to a point 100 feet east, from 6:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. 
 
Summer Street, west side, from a point 105 feet south of Leonard Court to a point 195 feet south 
(90 feet), from 9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.  
 
Summer Street, west side, from a distance of 85 feet south of Leonard Court to a distance of 1681/2 
feet south of Leonard Court (83 1/2 feet).  
(Rev. Ords. 1964, secs 11-42A, 11-43A; Ord. of 9-4-73; Ord. of 2-11-75; Ord. of 7-18-78; Ord. of 
9-15-81; Ord. of 9-6-88, sec 1; Ord. of 6-19-90; Ord. of 9-17-91, sec 2; Ord of 6-15-99) 
 
Sec. 13-83.1. Fifteen-minute parking. 
 
No person shall park a vehicle on the following streets or parts of streets for a period longer than 
fifteen (15) minutes at any time between the hours of 9:00 a.m. and 5:00 p.m. on any day except 
Sundays or holidays: 
 
Bay Street, west side, north from the premises numbered 414 to the premises numbered 430. 
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Bay Street. That two parking spaces in front of #308 (Mechanics Bank) be restricted to fifteen 
minute parking 
 
Fruit Street, three spaces directly in front of 22 Fruit Street  
 
Oak Street, south side, for a distance of 28 feet east from the north east corner of Oak and 
Anderson Streets. 
 
Oak Street, south side curb cut painted yellow for a distance of 21 feet going west from west 
sideline of crosswalk in front of Maxham School 
 
Post Office Square, on the north and south sides, adjacent to the post office. 
 
Pine Street, east side, adjacent to the premises at number 5 Pine Street, between 7:00 a.m. and 6:00 
p.m., only for purposes of transacting business, patronizing or visiting the Pine Street Preschool . 
 
School Street. That one parking space in front of #218 be restricted to fifteen minute parking 
 
Somerset Avenue at #651, beginning at Stan's Variety Parking lot and running northerly for a 
distance of 77 feet between the hours of 7:00 a.m. and 11:00 p.m., Monday through Saturday, and 
between the hours of 7:00 a.m. and 1:00 p.m. on Sunday. 
 (Rev. Ords. 1964, sec 11-56; Ord. of 5-30-72; Ord. of 8-14-79; Ord. of 8-17-82; Ord. of 8-23-83, 
sec 1; Ord. of 10-18-83, sec 2; Ord. of 6-26-84, sec 2; Ord. of 12-11-90; Ord of 7-28-98; Ord of 4-
23-2002; Ord of 9-3-2002; Ord of 11-22-2005: Ord of 3-7-2006) 
Cross reference-Fifteen-minute on-street parking meter zones, sec 13-125. 
 
Sec. 13-84. One-hour parking. 
 
No person shall park a vehicle on the following streets or parts of streets for a period of time longer 
than one hour at any time between the hours of 9:00 a.m. and 6:00 p.m. on any day except Sunday 
and holidays on which business establishments are required to be closed, except as otherwise 
indicated: 
 
Broadway, both sides, from Taunton Green to Leonard  Street. 
 
Broadway, east side, from Dean Avenue north to St. Mary's Square between the hours of 8:00 a.m. 
and 6:00 p.m. 
 
Broadway, easterly side from 405 feet north of Leonard Street to 180 feet south of Randall Street 
 
Broadway, westerly side from Washington Street to Pleasant Street 
 
Broadway, west side, between Governor Street and Washington Street. 
 
Broadway, west side, from a point 190 feet south of Washington Street to a point 230 feet south (40 
feet) from 9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. 
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Cedar Street, both sides, from Fruit Street to Fayette  place. 
 
Grove Street, east side, at the intersection of Adams Street. 
 
Presbrey Avenue, east side. 
 
Trescott Street, west side. 
 
Union Street, east, side. 
. 
Washington Street, north side, between Broadway and Grove Street. 
 
Weir Street, west side, in front of premises at 85 Weir Street  
 
Weir Street, east side, from West Water Street to the Railroad crossing. 
 
Whittenton Street, north side, in front of premises at 436 Bay Street.  This one hour limit shall 
apply seven (7) days a week from 9:00 am to 12 midnight 
 
Winthrop Street (Rt. 44), on both the north and south side from Winthrop Avenue west to 
Anderson Street. This one hour limit shall apply on all seven (7) days a week, Sundays and 
holidays included. 
(Rev. Ords. 1964, sec 11-43; Ord. of 5-30-72; Ord. of 9-4-73; Ord. of 9-2-75; Ord. of 3-1-76; Ord. 
of 11-2-87; Ord. of 9-6-88; Ord. of 5-26-92, sec 3; Ord. of 12-28-93, sec 2; Ord of 5-2-98; Ord of 
5-6-97) 
 
Sec. 13-85. Two-hour parking. 
 
No person shall park a vehicle for a period of time longer than two (2) hours on any of the 
following streets or parts of streets between the hours of 8:00 a.m. and 6:00 p.m., except on 
Sundays and holidays: 
 
Church Green north side, from a point 95 feet east of Union Street to a point 171 feet east (76 feet), 
9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. 
 
Church Green, south side, from a point 40 feet east of Summer Street to a point 170 feet east (130 
feet), from 9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. 
 
Main Street, north side, from a point 85 feet west of Union Street to a point 195 feet west (110 
feet), from 9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. 
 
Main Street south side, from Summer Street to a point 155 feet west, from 9.00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. 
 
Pleasant Street, Library patrons only, from 80 feet northwest of Broadway to 184 feet southeast of 
Washington Street.  
 



 City of Taunton Revised Ordinances 

2010 Printing 1/5/2010                                       Chapter 13  Page 250 
 

School Street in front of premises at 218 School Street 
 
Summer Street, east side, from a point 150 feet south of  Church Green to a point 212 feet south 
(62 feet), from 9:00 A.M. to 5:00 p.m. 
 
Summer Street, west side from a point 26 feet north of Leonard Court to a point 88 feet north (62 
feet), from 9:00 am to 5:00 pm 
 
Summer Street, west side, from a point 215 feet south of Leonard Court to a point 267 feet south 
(42 feet). 
 
Washington Street, north side, between North Pleasant Street and Park Street. 
 
Weir Street, east side, in front of Haskon. Inc., main building, 
 (Rev. Ords. 1964, sec 11-44; Ord. of 5-30-72; Ord. of 9-6-88; Ord. of 5-26-92, sec 2; Ord of 9-4-
96; Ord of 3-7-2006) 
 
13-86.  Angle parking. 
 
Upon the following streets or parts of streets which have been marked for angle parking. Vehicles  
shall be parked with the wheel within twelve (12) inches of the curb at the angle to the curb at the 
angle indicated by such marks official signs. The vehicle shall be parked so that all four (4) wheels 
of the vehicle shall be placed wholly within the painted lines provided. 
 
Kilmer Avenue, northerly side, from 11 Kilmer Avenue to Sheridan Street, in front of St. Joseph's 
Church property. 
 
West Water Street, westerly side, from the south corner of the off-street parking lot exit to Staples 
Avenue, thirty (30) to forty-five (45) degree angle parking subject to the discretion of the city 
engineer with a thirty-minute time limit. 
 
Whittenton Street, northerly side, from Russell Square to Fifth Avenue. (Rev. Ords. 1964, sec 11-
45; Ord. of 5-30-72; Ord. of 6-15-82, sec 1) 
 
Sec. 13-87. Bus terminals designated. 
 
(a) Oak Street. Except as hereinafter provided, all motorbuses providing public transportation 
receiving or discharging passengers in the city, in addition to those places at which passengers are 
currently received or discharged, shall use as a place at which to receive and discharge passengers 
the Bloom Bus Terminal on Oak Street. This section shall not apply, however, to motorbuses 
receiving or discharging school children going to or coming from school, nor to the receiving or 
discharging of prearranged groups of persons chartering a motorbus. (Ord. of 7-17-79; Ord. of 4-
29-80; Ord. of 6-28-83; Ord of 8-8-2000) 
Editor's note-Having not expressly amended the Code, the provisions of an ordinance enacted June 28, 1983, have been 
codified as sec 13-87(b) at  the editor's discretion. 
Cross reference-Special parking prohibitions for bus stops and buses,  
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Sec. 13-87.1. Receipt and discharge of passengers by buses, 
 
Except as hereinafter provided, no motorbus that receives or discharges passengers in the city shall 
be permitted to stop in a public way for more than five (5) minutes. This section shall not apply, 
however, to motorbuses receiving or discharging school children going to or coming from school. 
This section further exempts the Greater Taunton-Attleboro Regional Transit Authority except for 
areas within a radius of one (1) mile from Taunton Green. (Ord. of 6-28-83) 
Editor's note-Section 13-87.1 is derived from an ordinance enacted June 28 1983. This ordinance, non-amendatory of 
the Code, has been codified herein as sec 13-87.1 at the editor's discretion. 
Cross reference-Special parking prohibitions for bus stops and buses, sec 13-75. 
 
Sec. 13-88. Bus stops, 
 
Buses shall comply with the following regulations concerning stops: 
 
Broadway, east side, north of Oxford Street to 80 feet north of Oxford Street. 
 
Broadway, east side, from a point 40 feet north of Washington Street to a point 115 feet north (75 
feet).  
 
Broadway, west side, from a point 20 feet south of Pleasant Street to a point 105 feet south (85 
feet). 
 
East Taunton bus. No stops for incoming buses between city hall and the regular stand in front of 
the Taylor Building. No stops for outgoing buses between the Taylor Building stand and city hall 
except one momentary stop at a point near the municipal clock. 
 
Kilmer Avenue bus. No stopping of incoming buses between the police station on Court Street and 
the bus terminal on Taunton Green; then no further stops until this bus reaches its regular stand on 
the northerly side of Taunton Green adjacent to the Superior Court House. 
 
New Bedford bus. No stops between city hall and bus terminal for incoming buses and only one 
stop at bus terminal for outgoing buses. 
 
Second Street, between Somerset Avenue and Charles Street during hours of 8:00 am to 9:00 am 
and 2:00 pm to 3:00 pm 
 
Southbound buses. No stops between Pleasant Street and the bus terminal. 
 
Southbound, outgoing buses. No stops between the bus terminal and Galligan's Court. 
 
Summer Street, east side, from a point 25 feet south of Church Green to a point 85 feet south (60 
feet). 
 
Summer Street, west side, from Leonard Court to a point 105 feet south. 
 
Weir Street, east side, from a point 155 feet north of Bow Street to a point 235 feet north (80 feet). 
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Weir Street, east side, from a point 45 feet north of High Street to a point 140 feet north (95 feet). 
 
Weir Street, west side, from a point 95 feet north of Somerset Avenue to a point 175 feet north (80 
feet). 
 
Weir Street, west side, from a point 20 feet south of High Street to a point 130 feet south (110 feet). 
 
All buses making use of the premises at Number 13 Taunton Green, as a bus stop. No bus shall 
park or stand parallel to the premises at Number 13 Taunton Green except for the purpose of 
allowing the boarding or alighting of passengers. At no time shall the driver or attendant of a bus 
leave the bus while standing at said location except for the processing of passengers or in the event 
of an emergency. Said location shall be designated by a sign "Bus Stop Only." (Rev. Ords. 1964, 
sec 11-47; Ord. of 5-30-72; Ord. of 3-12-84; Ord. of 9-6-88; Ord. of 6-4-91, sec 2; Ord of 8-26-97) 
 
Sec. 13-89. Tow-away zone regulations. 
 
(a) Authorization of police. The moving or towing of any vehicle under the provisions of this 
section shall be by and at the direction of the chief of police or such other officer(s) of the rank of 
sergeant or higher as the chief may from time to time designate. 
(b) Fees. The following fees shall be imposed upon the owner of any vehicle moved or towed to a 
convenient place: 

(1)  Removal or towing fees shall not exceed that which is provided in the General Laws. 
(2)  Storage fees shall not exceed that which is provided in the General Laws. 

(c) Liability for damage during removal or storage. The contractor shall be liable to the owner for 
any damage arising out of negligence caused to a vehicle in the course of removal and storage. 
(d) General prohibition towing zones. No person shall stand or park or allow, permit or suffer any 
vehicle registered in his/her name to stand or park in any of the following places. Vehicles found in 
violation of the provisions of this section, except those specifically exempt by law, shall be 
removed to a convenient place under the direction of any officer of the police department and the 
owner of the vehicle so removed, or towed away shall be liable to the cost of such removal and 
storage, if any, as set in paragraph (b) of this section. The owner of any vehicle removed or towed 
away under the provisions of this section shall also be subject to the penalties provided in Section 
13-22. 
 

(1)  Upon any way in such a manner as to impede the removal or plowing of snow or ice 
except vehicles parked in accordance with approved regulations governing all night 
parking. 
(2)   Upon any sidewalk. 
(3)  Upon any crosswalk. 
(4)  Upon any way within twenty (20) feet of an intersecting way except alleys. 
(5)  Upon a way within ten (10) feet of a fire hydrant. 
(6)  On the roadway side of any vehicle stopped or parked at the edge or curb of the way. 
(7)  In front of a public or private driveway. 
(8)  Upon any way where the parking of a vehicle will not leave a clear and unobstructed 
lane at least ten (10) feet wide for passing traffic. 
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(e) Parking prohibitions, towing zone. No person shall stand or park or allow, permit or suffer any 
vehicle registered in his name to stand or park on any of the ways or parts of ways hereinafter 
described and during the periods of time set forth. Vehicles found in violation of the provisions of 
this paragraph except those specifically exempted by law shall be removed to a convenient place 
under the direction of an officer of the police department and the owner of the vehicle so removed 
or towed away shall be liable to the cost of such removal and storage, if any, as set forth in 
paragraph (b) of this section. The owner of any vehicle removed or towed away under the 
provisions of this paragraph shall also be subject to the penalties provided in Section 13-22: 

(1)  Adams Street, northerly side. 
 
(2)  In any bus stop. 

 
 (4)  Scadding Street, easterly side, from the southerly boundary of the premises at number 
117, northerly for a distance of three hundred twenty-five (325) feet. 
 
(5)  Scadding Street, westerly side, between number 124 to number 114. 
 
(6)  Adams Street, southerly side, from Grove Street to Hope Street from 7:00 a.m. to 6:00 
p.m., Monday through Friday.  
 
(7)  Adams Street, Southerly side, from the point twenty (20) feet easterly from Hope Street 
for a distance of fifty (50) feet.  
 
(8) Adams Street,  Southerly side from a point seventy (70) feet easterly from Hope Street 
to Church Street, no parking 7:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m., Monday through Friday. 
 
(10) Hope Street, easterly and westerly side, from twenty (20) feet south of Adams Street. 
 
(11) North Pleasant Street, easterly side, from Washington Street for a distance of 200 feet. 
  
(12) North Pleasant Street, westerly side, from Washington Street for a distance of 200 feet. 
 
(13) Washington Street, northerly side, from Broadway to North Pleasant Street. 
 
(14) Post Office Square, west aide, the front of the Post Office building. 
 
(15) Winthrop Street, southerly aide, between Howard Street and the Mill River Bridge. 
 
(16) Cohannet Street, northerly aide, from Taunton Green westerly to Post Office Square. 
 
(17) Post Office Square, southerly side, westerly for a distance of one hundred seventy-four 
(174) feet. 
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(20) Summer Street, south side, westerly for a distance of twenty (20) feet from the 
entrance to the parking facility at the premises now or formerly of Aetna Insurance 
Company adjacent to City Hall. 
 
(21) Hamilton Street, westerly side, from the intersection -of Adams Street northerly for a 
distance of two hundred Fifty (250) feet, except for school buses on school days, 7:30 a.m. 
to 8:15 a.m. and 1:30 p.m. to 2:15 p.m. 

 
(22) Prospect Street, westerly side, from Taunton municipal lighting plant pole number 2 
northerly for a distance of one hundred twenty-five (125) feet, except for school buses on 
school days 8:30 a.m. to 9:00 a.m., 11:15 a.m. to 11:45 a.m., 12:30 p.m. to 1:00 p.m., 3:00 
p.m. to 3:30 p.m. 
 
(23) Washington Street northerly side, from Broadway to North Pleasant Street, except for 
school, buses, beginning at Broadway on the northerly side of Washington Street running 
westerly for a distance of one hundred eighty-three (183) feet. 
 
(24) West Britannia Street, in front of No. 354 (Leonard School), south side of the street for 
a distance of eighty-two (82) feet, except for school buses, one hour prior to and one hour 
after dismissal. 
 
(25) Broadway Arcade, both sides. 
 
(26) Old Colony Avenue, west side, from a distance of two hundred fifteen (215) feet from 
Middleboro Avenue. 
 
(27) County Street, easterly side, beginning at the intersection of Hart Street, running 
northerly for a distance of one hundred fifty-one (151) feet to T.M.L.P. Pole #82. 
 
(28) Pay Street, at the intersection of Weir Street, northerly side, beginning at a point fifty-
two (52) feet from T.M.L.P. Pole #1, and running westerly for a distance of fifty-three (53) 
feet. 

 
(29) Hart Street, northerly side, at the intersection of County Street, southeast corner, 
beginning at T.M.L.P. Pole #39, and running easterly for a distance of three hundred four 
(304) feet to T.M.L.P. Pole #41. 
 
(30) Battle Row, beginning at the intersection of Old Colony Avenue, northerly side, 
running westerly for a distance of two hundred fifty-two (252) feet. 
 
(31) Galligan School, 15 Sheridan Street, from driveway to driveway, a distance of one 
hundred ninety (190) feet, during school hours, except for school buses. 
 
(32) West Weir Street Extension, westerly side, from the intersection of First and Couch 
Streets running southerly for its entire length. 
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(33) Police Station entrance road easterly side, police parking only. 
 
(34)  Trescott Street, beginning at the intersection of Fruit Street, west side, running 
southerly for a distance of eighty (80) feet. 
 
(35)  Monroe Street, northerly side, from Broadway running westerly for a distance of one 
hundred five (105) feet. 

 
(36) Monroe Street, northerly side, beginning at a point one hundred five (1051 feet from 
Broadway running westerly for a distance of one thousand thirty-nine (1,039) feet, 7:00 
a.m. to 4:00 p.m. Monday through Friday during the school year except for school buses 
and excluding holidays. 
 
(37) Monroe Street, northerly side, from Bay Street running easterly for a distance of sixty-
three (63) feet. 
 
(38) Monroe Street, southerly side, from the intersection of Broadway running westerly for 
a distance of one hundred fifteen (115) feet. 
 
(39) Monroe Street, southerly side, from the intersection of Bay Street running easterly for a 
distance of sixty-six (66) feet. 
 
(40) Kilmer Avenue, both sides, beginning at the intersection of Smith Street and running to 
the end of Kilmer Avenue beyond Dewert Avenue, with the exception of four (4) spaces for 
fifteen-minute parking at 99 Kilmer Avenue. 
 
(41) Danforth Street beginning at the intersection of West Britannia Street northerly side, 
running westerly for a distance of 206 feet 
 
(42) West Britannia Street beginning at #128 on the south side, running westerly for a 
distance of 980 feet 

 
(43) Bay Street west side in front of #306- 308, driveway, any time. 
 
(45) Hamilton Street, west side from sixty three (63) feet south of the southerly curbline of 
Exeter Street northerly to Hopewell Street 
 
(46) Hamilton Street, west side, from sixty three (63) feet south of the southerly curbline of 
Exeter Street to two hundred seventy (270) feet south of the southerly curbline of Exeter 
Street during June, July and August 
 
(47) Hamilton Street, west side, from two hundred seventy (270) feet south of the southerly 
curbline of Exeter Street to three hundred sixty two (362) feet south of the southerly 
curbline of Exeter Street (opposite Dartmouth Street) 
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(48) Hamilton Street, west side, from three hundred sixty two (362) feet south of the 
southerly curbline of Exeter Street to six hundred twenty (620) feet south of the southerly 
curbline of Exeter Street during June, July and August 
 
(49) Hamilton Street, west side, from six hundred twenty (620) feet south of the southerly 
curbline of Exeter Street to seven hundred nine (709) feet feet south of the southerly 
curbline of Exeter Street (opposite Coram Street) 

 
(50) Hamilton Street, west side, from seven hundred nine (709) feet south of the southerly 
curbline of Exeter Street to eight hundred sixty (860) feet south of the southerly curbline of 
Exeter Street during June, July and August 
 
(51) Hamilton Street, west side, from eight hundred sixty (860) feet south of the southerly 
curbline of Exeter Street to nine hundred one (901) feet south of the southerly curbline of 
Exeter Street (opposite Bradford Street)  
 
(52) Hamilton Street, west side, from nine hundred one (901) feet south of the southerly 
curbline of Exeter Street to nine hundred fifty eight (958) feet south of the southerly 
curbline of Exeter Street during June, July and August 
 
(53) Broadway, both sides from the intersection of Broadway and Purchase Street to the 
intersection of Broadway and Jefferson Street.  Between the hours of 9:00 pm Friday and 
3:00 am Sunday and from 9:00 Saturday to 3:00 am Sunday 

 
(f)  Official traffic signs. The provisions of the preceding paragraph shall be effective only during 
such time as a sufficient number of official traffic signs bearing the legend "TOW-AWAY ZONE' 
are installed, erected, maintained and located so as to be visible to approaching drivers, said signs 
to be appended above or incorporated into the legend of Parking Prohibition Signs. 
 
(g) Police to keep record of towed vehicles. The police department shall keep a record of all 
vehicles towed or removed under the provisions of this section. Such record shall be retained for 
one year and shall contain the following information: 

(1) The registration number of the vehicle. 
(2) The location from which it was towed, and the time and date of tow order. 
(3)  The location to which it was moved. 
(4) The fee charge for towing. 
(5)  Name of towing contractor, if any. 
(6) Name and rank of officer who authorized towing. 

(Rev. Ords. 1964, sec 11-48; Ord. of 5-30-72; Ord. of 6-16-81; Ord. of 9-15-81; Ord. of 6-15-82; 
Ord. of 7-27-82; Ord. of 8-23-83; Ord. of 6-26-84, sec 2; Ord. of 3-5-85, sec 2; Ords. of 2-4-86; 
Ord. of 6-24-86, sec 3; Ord. of 7-15-86, sec 2; Ord. of 12-23-86, sec 2; Ord. of 9-22-87; Ord. of 6-
14-88; Ord. of 8-2-88, sec 1; Ord. of 8-16-88; Ord. of 9-6-88; Ord. of 10-24-89; Ord of 2-23-95; 
Ord of 5-6-97; ord of 5-7-96; Ord of 8-26-97; Ord of 8-8-2000: Ord of 2-17-2004) 
 
Editor's note-An ordinance of June 24, 1986, sec 3, amended paragraph (e) of sec 13-89 by adding a new subsection 
(23). Inasmuch as paragraph (e) already contained a subsection (23), the editor has redesignated these provisions as 
subsection (25). 
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Sec. 13-89.1. Handicapped parking generally, 
 
(a) No person shall park a motor vehicle, unless so authorized, in any parking space clearly 
identified as reserved for handicapped persons, or for vehicles used to transport handicapped 
persons or for disabled veterans, located on-street, or in off-street parking lots, or in off-street 
parking areas for businesses, auditoriums, sporting or recreational facilities, or cultural centers, 
where the public has a right of access as invitees or licensees, or in any other parking facilities a 
determined by the architectural access board. 
(b) No penalty shall be imposed upon any individual with a  disability whose vehicle bears the 
distinctive plates, decal or other identification authorized by Section two of Chapter Ninety [of the 
General Laws], provided that said vehicle is used for the transportation of a handicapped person, 
for parking such vehicle on any way for a longer period of time than permitted by ordinance, 
bylaw, rules or regulations, nor shall any additional fee be exacted, nor shall a penalty be imposed 
for the parking of the aforementioned motor vehicles.  
(c) Any and all fines from handicap parking violations shall be transferred into a separate handicap 
parking violation fund. Any and all funds so raised pursuant to this section shall be appropriated 
solely for the purpose of making public property and buildings compliant with the Americans with 
Disabilities Act 
(Ord. of 7-22-80, sec 11-49; Ord of 8-8-2000) 
Editor's note-At the editor's discretion, the provisions of Ord. of July 22, 1980, sec 11-49, have been codified herein as 
d 13-89.1 
 
Sec. 13-90. Reserved parking for handicapped persons. 
 
The following areas shall be reserved for the parking of motor vehicles operated by handicapped 
persons: 
Bradford Street, one space directly in front of 3 Bradford Street for a period of five years (effective 
2-10-2009) 
 
City Hall.  One (1) space in front of City Hall, 15 Summer Street, two hour limit. One (1) space in 
front of 111 Main Street, two hour limit. Four (4) spaces at the rear of City Hall at the annex 
building and two (2) spaces closest to the McNearney Ins Co building and Merchants Lane 
 
Cohannet Street, add one (1) space, north side near handicap space near YMCA  
 
Bay Street Fire Station.  One (1) space nearest entrance labeled "police" 
 
East Taunton Fire Station. One (1) space closest to building entrance 
 
Oak Street Fire Station.  One (1) space on Kilmer Street closest to 75 Oak Street 
 
Weir Street Fire Station.  One (1) space at 528 Weir Street 
 
Taunton Nursing Home.  One (1) space nearest ramp at front entrance.  Two (2) spaces nearest 
ramp at rear entrance.  Two (2) spaces near outdoor gazebo.  
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Barnum School. One (1) space closest to accessible ramp located at rear of school 
 
Bennett School.  Two (2) spaces near front accessible entrance 
 
Cohannet School.  Two (2) spaces on High Street immediately adjacent to the accessible entrance 
to the school 
 
Galligan School.  Two (2) spaces near side accessible entrance 
 
High Street. Handicapped parking posted at a parking space for one (1) motor vehicle at 98 High 
Street 
 
High Street, three (3) handicap parking spaces be designated at the side entrance to the facility 
 
High Street, that fourth space be designated as a handicap drop off space to be located abutting the 
3 handicap spaces 
 
Hopewell School.  Two (2) spaces nearest the side accessible entrance 
 
Leddy school.  Two (2) spaces closest to street in parking lot area on Second Street across from 
Leddy School 
 
Martin School.  One (1) space near entrance to gym/ auditorium.  Three (3) spaces near main 
entrance to office.  One (1) space near entrance with accessible ramp located at the rear of the 
school 
 
Maxham School.  Two (2) spaces in parking lot closest to accessible entrance 
 
Mulcahey School.  One (1) space at the front of the school closest to the front entrance.  Two (2) 
spaces at rear of building closest to gymnasium.  Two (2) spaces between the ball field and tennis 
courts 
 
Pole School. Two (2) spaces located at the rear entrance with ramp to the cafeteria  One (1) space 
at the accessible front entrance 
 
Summer Street School.  One (1) space located towards the rear of the building in the side parking 
lot 
 
Taunton high School.  Two (2) spaces in the head start building parking lot closest to the accessible 
ramp.  One (1) space located in the rear corner of the Head Start parking lot closest to the entrance 
to the ball field immediately behind the parking lot.  Two (2) spaces located in the lot closest to the 
accessible main entrance.  Three (3) spaces located between the tennis courts and immediately 
adjacent to the accessible path to the tennis courts.  Four (4) spaces near the entrance of the Field 
House.  Two (2) spaces at the entrance to the football stadium.  Four (4) spaces located at the rear 
entrance to the school where the accessible ramp is located.  Four (4) spaces located in the parking 
lot located to the right of the accessible main entrance and closest tot he accessible main entrance 
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Walker School Two (2) spaces on the side closest to the accessible entrance 
 
Animal Shelter.  One (1) space near accessible ramp to entrance 
 
Sewer Plant.  One (1) space near main door designated as a visitors entrance  
 
Taunton Housing Authority Maintenance Facility. One (1) space near entrance 
 
Taunton Public Library, Pleasant Street.  Two (2) spaces immediately adjacent to the accessible 
ramp on the side of the building 
 
Board of Health, School Street.  Two (2) spaces located in the rear of parking lot 
 
DPW Commissioner's Office East Britannia Street.  One (1) space located closest to entrance of 
Commissioner's Office 
 
Hartshorn Park, Taunton Slow Pitch, Longmeadow Road.  Two (2) spaces near bleachers 
 
Shores Street- Field. Two (2) spaces near bleachers 
 
Davol Field- Oak Street One (1) space near bleachers 
 
Roderick Field parking space closest to entrance 
 
Parker Golf Course- Fisher Street. Two (2) spaces near entrance to clubhouse and greens 
 
Boyden Refuge, Cohannet Street. One (1) space near accessible ramp 
 
Weir Riverfront Park, East Water Street. Two (2) spaces. One (1) located near each of the two 
accessible ramp entrances to the park located closest to the parking area 
 
Hopewell Park.  Two spaces on-street closest to entrance between South Avenue and Exeter street 
on Hopewell Street.  Two (2) spaces in fenced area in paved area closes to the pool 
 
Weir Fields.  Three (3) spaces in parking area closest to entrance to ball fields on First Street 
 
Whittenton Field. One (1) space on Pleadwell Street closest to entrance to fields at the break in 
guard rails 
 
Sabattia Lake Boat Ramp Launch.  One (1) space closest to the boat ramp 
 
Sikorski Field, East Taunton off Middleboro Avenue.  One (1) space located near basketball courts.  
Two (2) spaces located as close as possible to the bleachers and concession stand for the ball field 
 
Main Street.  One space in front of 32 Main Street and One (1) space in front of 66 Main Street 
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Taunton Green. One (1) space in front of the District Court House 
 
Broadway.  One (1) space in front of 77 Broadway, east side and two (2) spaces of twenty feet each 
located on the north side of the crosswalk in front of St Mary's Church.  One (1) space in front of 
88 Broadway 
 
Court Street One (1) space in front of 4 Court Street 
 
Cohannet Street. One (1) space in front of 45 Cohannet Street and one (1) space in front of the 
Taunton Daily Gazette Building 
 
East Britannia Street One (1) space in front of 6 East Britannia Street 
 
High Street One (1) space in front of 98 High Street 
 
School Street. Two (2) spaces one (1) located on each side of the crosswalk leading across School 
Street in front of premises formerly known and St Anthony's Church 
 
Parking Deck. Seven (7) spaces on the lower deck closest tot he accessible route 
 
Trescott Street Lot. Two (2) spaces closest to entrance on Cedar Street and two (2) spaces closest to 
entrance on Trescott Street. 
 
Weir/ West Water Street Parking Lot.  Two (2) spaces near entrance to lot 
 
Galligan's Court Parking Lot.  Three (3) spaces in lot closest to entrance 
 
Court House Lot Two (2) spaces closest to district court house and two (2) spaces closest to 
pleasant street entrance closest to Broadway intersection 
 
Howard Street. Howard Street, southerly side, one (1) space located inside the Howard Street 
entrance to off-street parking area Number Four, as designated in Section 13-143(a) of these 
ordinances. 
 
(Rev. Ords. 1964, sec 11-49; Ord. of 7-3-78; Ord. of 4-13-82; Ord. of 7-13-82; Ord. of 8-17-82; 
Ord. of 8-23-83, sec 3; Recommendation of Committee on Police and Licenses of 12-12-83; Ord. 
of 12-13-83; Recommendation of Committee on Police and Licenses of 12-19-83; Ord. of 1-31-84; 
Recommendation of Committee on Police and Licenses of 2-7-84; Recommendation of Police 
Chief of 4-7-86; Ord. of 9-13-88; Ord. of 11-13-90; Ord. of 5-17-94; Ord of 11-10-97; Ord of 5-12-
98: Ord of 10-25-2005; Ord of 2-10-2009) 
 
Sec. 13-91. Parking on Taunton High School grounds. 
 
(a) Restricted; decals. No one shall park in the parking lot within the Taunton High School grounds 
nearest the office of the superintendent of schools and so designated by proper signs unless 
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specifically authorized by the superintendent of schools, who is hereby authorized to issue "decals" 
to be affixed to motor vehicles so authorized. 
(b) Evidence of violation. The absence of such a decal shall be prima facie evidence that the motor 
vehicle is not authorized to be parked in the said lot. 
(c) Penalty. Each violation of this section shall be punishable by a ten dollar ($10.00) fine. (Ord. of 
3-4-86) 
 
Editor's note-Having not expressly amended the Code, the provisions of an ordinance enacted March 4, 1986, have 
been codified as sec 13-91 at the editor's discretion. 
 
Sec. 13-92. Parking on streets or ways less than forty feet in width. 
 
(a) Prohibition; exception. Except for emergency vehicles, no one shall park or permit to be parked 
a vehicle on a street or way less than forty (40) feet in width directly across from a driveway or 
other way or in any other manner which obstructs or impedes or endangers the safe ingress or 
egress to and from such driveways. 
(b) Penalty for violation. Violation of this section shall be punishable by a fine of up to fifty dollars 
($50.00). The police department may cause vehicles parked in violation of this section to be 
removed at the owner's expense. (Ord. of 6-27-89) 
Editor's note--An ordinance enacted June 27, 1989, was not  specifically amendatory of the Code and therefore the 
codification of its provisions as sec 13-92 has been at the sole discretion of the editor. 
 
Sec. 13-93 Handicap Transportation Unloading Zone 
 
Leonard Street. One parking space closest to Broadway be designated "Handicapped 
Transportation Unloading Zone" (Ord of 7-28-98) 
 
Secs 13-94 -13-106. Reserved. 
 

ARTICLE IV. PARKING METERS 
 

DIVISION 1. GENERALLY 
 
Sec. 13-107. Definitions. 
 
For the purposes of this article, the following words and phrases shall have the meanings 
respectively ascribed to them by this section: 
 
Parking meter. Any mechanical device placed or erected in any parking area for the regulation of 
parking. Each parking meter installed shall indicate by proper legend the legal parking time 
established by this article, and when operated shall at all times indicate the balance of legal parking 
time permitted and at the expiration of such period shall indicate illegal or overtime parking. 
 
Parking meter space. Any space within a parking meter zone adjacent to a parking meter which is 
duly designated for the parking of a single vehicle by lines painted on the surface of the parking 
area adjacent to and adjoining the parking meter.  
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Parking meter zone. Any parking area in which parking meters are installed and in operation and in 
which parking of vehicles is permitted for a limited time subject to compliance with the further 
provisions of this article. (Rev. Ords. 1964, sec 11-69; Ord. Of 5-30-72) 
Cross reference-Rules of construction and definitions generally, sec 1- 2. 
 
Sec. 13-108. Vehicles to be parked wholly within space. 
 
No person shall park a vehicle within a parking meter space unless such vehicle is wholly within 
the painted lines adjacent to such meter. (Rev. Ords. 1964, secs 11-61, 11-75; Ord. of 5-30-72) 
 
Sec. 13-109. Deposit of coin required. 
 
Whenever any vehicle shall be parked adjacent to a parking meter the owner or operator of such 
vehicle shall park within the space designated by marking lines and, upon entering such space shall 
immediately deposit in such meter the required coin of the United States for maximum legal 
parking period both as indicated or shown on the meter and, if required, set the mechanism in 
motion. (Rev. Ords. 1964,secs 11-62, 121-72; Ord. of 5-30-72) 
 
Sec. 13-110. Overtime parking prohibited, 
 
No person shall deposit or cause to be deposited in a parking meter any coin for the purpose of 
permitting the vehicle of which the person is in charge to remain in a parking space beyond the 
maximum period of time allowed in a particular space or zone. (Rev. Ords. 1964, secs 11-64, 11-
74; Ord. of 5-30-72) 
 
Sec. 13-111. Tampering, etc., with meter prohibited; use of slugs prohibited. 
 
No person shall tamper with, break, injure or destroy any parking meter or deposit or cause to be 
deposited in such meter any slugs, device or metallic substance or any other substitute for the coins 
required. (Rev. Ords. 1964, secs 11-65, 11-76; Ord. of 5-30-72) 
 
Secs. 13-112-13-122, Reserved, 
 

DIVISION 2. ON-STREET 
 
Sec. 13-123. Reserved. 
 
Editor's note-An ordinance enacted June 26, 1984, amended these Revised Ordinances by first deleting the provisions 
formerly codified as sec 13-123, Fifteen- minute parking, and then redesignating, and amending, those same provisions 
as a new sec 13-83.1. 
 
Sec. 13-124. General regulations; hours of operation. 
 
No person shall park a vehicle between the hours of 9:00 a.m. and 5:00 p.m. on any of the streets 
hereinafter designated on any day for a period of time exceeding that assigned to its designated 
zone by the following section. This restriction shall not apply on Sundays or legal holidays. (Rev. 
Ords. 1964, sec 11-57; Ord. of 5-30-72; Ord. of 5-31-83, sec 1; Ord. of 8-23-83, sec 2) 
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Sec. 13-125. Parking meter zones designated. 
 
Parking meters shall be placed in the following streets or parts of streets: 
(1) Fifteen minute meter zones 
 

Cohannet Street, south side, from Taunton Green to Cohannet Court. 
 

Main Street, north side, in front of the premises now or formerly designated as numbers 16, 
58, 20, and 22 Main Street; 
 
Weir Street, west side, in front of #55. 
 

(2) Thirty-minute meter zones: 
Broadway, westerly side, from Taunton Green to Pleasant Street 

 
West side of Post Office Square adjacent to Taunton Daily Gazette, thirty (30) minutes 
maximum parking for a distance of one hundred ten (110) feet northerly from a point 
twenty (20) feet north of the Cohannet Street intersection. 

 
(3) One-hour meter zones: 

Broadway, easterly side, from Taunton Green to the continuation of the northerly line of 
Pleasant Street 

 
Cohannet Street, north side, from Post Office Square to Martin Boulevard. 
 
Cohannet Street south side, from Cohannet Court to High Street. 

 
Court Street, westerly side, between Taunton Green and the northerly line of the building at 
30 Court Street. 
 
Frederick Martin Parkway, east side, beginning at a point 362 feet from the intersection of 
Washington Street and south 351 feet shall be the placement of 16-metered parking spaces.  
From the no parking in front of footbridge going south 100 feet, shall be four metered 
parking spaces. 
 
Post Office Square(north), northerly side, from Taunton Green to #7 Post Office Square. 
 
Summer Street, south side, from Main Street to a point twenty (20) feet westerly from the 
entrance to the parking facility on the premises now or formerly of Aetna Insurance 
Company adjacent to City Ball. 
 
Taunton Green (north), northerly side, from Broadway to Court Street, excepting such areas 
as shall be designated for handicapped persons. 
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Weir Street, easterly side, from the bridge at Mill River southerly for a distance of two 
hundred fifty (250) feet. 
 
Weir Street, west side, from a point twenty-two (22) feet north of the Mill River to Hill 
Street. 

 
(4) Two-hour meter zones 
 

Cedar Street, west side, from Main Street to north line of building #8 ½  Cedar Street. 
 
Cedar Street east side, from Main Street to the north line of the American Legion property. 
 
Church Green, both sides, from Main Street to end of First Parish Church property. 
 
Cohannet Street from a point 20 feet from the corner of Cohannet Court East toward 
Winthrop Street for 85 feet to the point of the beginning of a loading zone that ends 40 feet 
from that point to a fire hydrant.  Loading zone being 30 feet long.  Thence from a point 10 
feet east of the fire hydrant, east for a distance of 93 feet, 62 feet from the corner of 
Winthrop Street. (9 parking spaces) 
 
Cohannet Street and porter Street intersection from a point 20 feet westerly of the driveway/ 
entrance to the Taunton District Court employee/ private parking lot for a distance of 105 
feet. (5 parking spaces) 
 
Cohannet Street, north side after crosswalk at YMCA (one meter) 
 
Cohnanet Street, north side between Frederick martin parkway and handicap parking space 
(3 meters) 
 
Cohannet Street, north side at crosswalk after entrance to Mill River Place to no parking 
area (9 meters) 
 
Cohannet Street, north side from fork at Cohannet Street and Porter Street west to railroad 
Tracks (10 meters) 
 
Cohannet Street, south side from crosswalk at Cohannet Street and High Street east (3 
meters) 
 
High Street, east side at #104 High Street (one meter) and at #98 High Street (one meter) 
 
Main Street, north side, from Taunton Green to Church Green, except in front of the 
premises now or formerly designated as numbers 16, 18, 20, and 22 Main Street. 

 
Main Street south side, from Taunton Green to Summer Street. 
 
School Street, west side, from Main Street to Broadway Arcade. 
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Summer Street, north side, from Main Street to Spring Street. 
 
Summer Street, south side, in front of the premises now or formerly known as Marion 
Manor.  
 
Taunton Green (north), southerly side, from Broadway to Court Street. 
 
Taunton Green (east), westerly side adjacent to Common, from Main Street to Broadway. 
 
Taunton Green(south), south side, from Lincoln Street to Winthrop Street. 
 
Trescott Street, west side, from Main Street to north line of building 116 Trescott Street. 
Weir Street, easterly aide, from Main Street to Mill River. 
 
Weir Street westerly side, from Main Street to Mechanics Lane. 
 
Winthrop Street both sides, from Cohannet Street to Mill River. 
 
Winthrop Street, southerly aide, from a point nine (9) feet west of the Mill River bridge 
westerly for a distance of sixty-six (66) feet.  

(Rev. Ords. 1964, sec11-58; Ord. of 5-30-72; Two Ords. of 7-27-82; Ord. of 5-31-83, sec 2; Ord. of 
8-23-83, sec 3; Ord. of 6-26-84, sec 1; Ord. of 12-31-84; Ord. of 2-19-85; Ord of 5-6-97; Ord of 5-
10-2005; 10-25-2005; Ord of 9-25-2007) 
 
Sec. 13-126. Installation and location of meters; meter to be used. 
 
The chief of police shall install meters within the areas described in this division or cause the same 
to be installed. The meters shall be placed at intervals of not less than twenty (20) feet apart and not 
less than twelve (12) nor more than twenty-four (24) inches from the face of the curb adjacent to 
individual meter spaces. Meters shall be so constructed as to display a signal showing legal parking 
upon the deposit therein of the proper coin or coins of the United States as indicated by instructions 
on such meters and for such period of time as is or shall be indicated by ordinance. The signal shall 
remain as evidence until expiration of the parking period designated at which time a dropping of a 
signal automatically or some other mechanical operation shall indicate expiration of the parking 
period. (Rev. Ords. 1964, sec 11-59; Ord. of 5-30-72) 
 
Sec. 13-127. Designation of parking meter spaces; authority of city to exempt portions of 
zones. 
 
(a) The chief of police shall establish parking meter spaces in such parking meter zones as are 
herein specified, or as may be hereafter fixed by ordinance, and shall indicate the same by white 
markings upon the surface of the highway. 
(b) Nothing contained in this division shall be construed to prohibit the municipal council from 
making provisions for bus stops, taxicab stands, service and loading zones as authorized by other 
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sections of this chapter on any street or portion of a street which has been or may be hereafter 
designated herein as a parking meter zone. (Rev. Ords. 1964, sec 11-60; Ord. of 5-30-72) 
 
Sec. 13-128. Parking meter fees. 
 
The fees for the maximum parking time shall be twenty-five cents ($0.25) for twenty minutes or 
any portion thereof. (Rev. Ords. 1964, sec 11-61, Ord. of 5-30-72; Ord. of 10-3-89; Ord of 6-17-
2008; Ord of 10-28-2008) 
 
Sec. 13-129. Exemption for commercial vehicles. 
 
(a) Operators of commercial vehicles may park in a metered space without depositing a coin for an 
unlimited period of time while actually performing services in a nearby establishment. This 
exemption for such vehicles shall apply only when the operator is performing such services. 
(b) A prior permit authorizing this exemption must be obtained from the chief of police. (Rev. 
Ords. 1964, sec 11-66; Ord. of 5-30-72; Ord. of 3-22-77) 
 
Sec. 13-130. Collection of funds; disposition of receipts. 
 
The chief of police shall collect money deposited in parking meters or cause the same to be 
collected. Such money shall be deposited forthwith with the city treasurer/ collector in a separate 
account to be known as the "City of Taunton Parking Meter Account." (Rev. Ords. 1964, sec 11-
67; Ord. of 5-30-72; Ord of 1-14-2003) 
 
Sec. 13-131. Use of funds. 
 
All fees received by the city treasurer/ collector from the operation of parking meters shall be used 
as authorized by Chapter 40 of the General Laws. (Rev. Ords. 1964, sec 11-68; Ord. of 5-30-72; 
Ord of 1-14-2003) 
 
Secs. 13-132-13-142. Reserved. 
 

DIVISION 3. OFF-STREET 
 
Sec. 13-143. Off-street parking areas designated. 
 
(a) The off-street parking areas in the city shall be designated as follows: 

Arcade: Off-street parking area Number One. This off-street parking area shall be closed 
from 2 a.m. until 6 a.m. 
 
Cedar-Trescott Streets: Off-street parking area Number Two.  

 
Rear of Marian Manor and rear of 85 to 111 Main Street: Off-street parking area Number 
Three. 
 
Galligan's Court: Off-street parking area Number Four. 
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Superior Court parking area: Off-street parking area Number Five shall be designated as 
that area behind the Bristol Superior Court, between Pleasant Street and Court Street. 

 
(b) The off-street parking areas in the city for official city vehicles only shall be designated as 
follows: Four (4) parking spaces behind the City Hall Annex. 
 
(c) Forty-six (46) spaces immediately surrounding City Hall and City Hall Annex shall be specially 
designated as an off-street parking area for City Hall employees and patrons only, with other users 
to be subject to regulation under Section 13-89. (Rev. Ords. 1964, sec 11-70; Ord. of 5-30-72; Ord. 
of 8-7-79; Ord. of 10-21-80; Ord. of 6-16-81; Ord. of 8-23-83, secs 1, 2; Ord of 8-8-2000) 
 
Sec. 13-144. Parking limitations generally. 
 
No person shall park a vehicle for a period of time longer than two (2) hours except in four (4) hour 
locations in the off-street parking areas hereinbefore designated between the hours of 9:00 a.m. and 
5:00 p.m. on any day except that on Fridays the limited parking time shall apply between the hours 
of 9:00 a.m. and 9:00 p.m. This restriction shall not apply on Sundays or legal holidays during 
which business establishments are required by law to remain closed. (Rev. Ords. 1964, sec 11-71; 
Ord. of 5-30-72; Ord. of 5-31-83) 
 
Sec. 13-145. Fees. 
 
(a)  In lieu of parking by meter, parking in the Leonard Street Parking Garage shall be as follows:   
 

 (1)  For the first sixty minutes of parking, there shall be no charge; 
(2)  For between sixty-one minutes and two hours of parking, the charge shall be two 
dollars ($2.00); 
(3)  For every hour or portion thereof of parking in excess of two hours, there shall be an 
additional charge of one dollar ($1.00); and 
(4)  No person shall be charged in excess of ten dollars ($10.00) per calendar day. 

 
(b)  In lieu of parking by meter, parking in the Court Street Parking Lot shall be a  flat fee of five 
dollars ($5.00) per calendar day. 
 
(c)  In lieu of parking by meter, the Taunton Parking Commission is hereby authorized to issue 
monthly and annual parking permits.  The fee for a monthly permit shall be thirty dollars ($30.00) 
and the fee for an annual permit shall be three hundred sixty dollars ($360.00).  Such permits shall 
indicate the period for which the permit is valid.  Any motor vehicle properly displaying such a 
permit  shall be entitled to park in either the Leonard Street Parking Garage or the Court Street 
Parking Lot without further charge during the period for which the permit  is valid.  Such a monthly 
or annual permit shall not entitle a vehicle to park at a parking meter without complying with the 
provisions of section 13-128 of the Revised Ordinances of the City of Taunton.  The Parking 
Commission and the Chief of Police shall ensure that monthly and annual permits are available for 
purchase by the general public during normal business hours at the police station,  the Leonard 
Street Parking Garage, and the Court Street Parking Lot. 
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(d)  The Taunton Parking Commission is hereby authorized to promulgate such regulations it shall 
deem necessary to effectuate the purposes of this section. (Rev. Ords. 1964, sec 11-73; Ord. of 5-
30-72; Ord. of 11-13-90; Ord of 3-23-99; Ord of 8-8-2000; Ord of 9-3-2002; Ord of 10-7-2003; 
Ord of 10-28-2008) 
 
Sec. 13-146. Illegal parking. 
 
Parking in excess of the time limit allowed in the respective off-street parking areas shall be 
deemed a violation of the provisions of this subdivision. (Rev. Ords.1964, sec 11-77; Ord. of 5-30-
72) 
 
Sec. 13-147. Collection of funds; disposition of proceeds. 
 
The chief of police is designated as the person authorized to collect money deposited in parking 
meters or to cause the same to be collected. Such money shall be deposited forthwith with the city 
treasurer in a separate account to be known as the "City of Taunton Off-Street Parking Meter 
Account." (Rev. Ords. 1964, sec 11-78; Ord. of 5-30-72) 
 
Sec. 13-148. Use of funds. 
All fees received by the city treasurer/ collector from the operation and use of off-street parking 
meters shall be used as authorized by Chapter 40 of the General Laws. (Rev. Ords. 1964, sec 11-
79; Ord. of 5-30-72; Ord of 1-14-2003) 
 
Secs. 13-149--13-164. Reserved. 

ARTICLE V. SIGNS, SIGNALS AND  MARKINGS 
 
Sec. 13-165. Generally. 
 
The municipal council shall place and maintain or cause to be placed and maintained all official 
traffic signs, signals, markings and  safety zones.  All signs, signals, markings and safety zones 
shall conform to the standards as prescribed by the Massachusetts Highway Department. (Rev. 
Ords. 1964, sec 11-81; Ord. of 5-30-72; Ord of 8-8-2000) 
 
Sec. 13-168. Reserved. 
 
Sec. 13-167. Obedience to signs, etc., generally. 
 
The driver of every vehicle shall obey the instructions of any official traffic-control signal, sign, 
marking, marker or legend, unless otherwise directed by a police officer. (Rev. Ords. 1964, sec 11-
88; Ord. of 5-30-72) 
 
Sec. 13-168. Provisions to be effective only when signs erected. 
 
Sections 13-6, 13-7, 13-13(b), 13-46 and 13-47, relating to prohibited turns, sections 13-74 through 
13-78, inclusive, sections 13-82 through 13-86, inclusive, relating to parking shall be effective only 
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during such times as sufficient official signs are erected and maintained designating the provisions 
of such sections and located so as to be easily visible to approaching drivers. (Rev. Ords. 1964, sec 
11-83; Ord. of 5-30-72) 
 
'Cross references--Damaging street signs, sec 20-16. 
 
Sec. 13-169. When provisions pertaining to one-way streets effective. 
 
Sections relating to one-way streets shall be effective only during such time as sufficient number of 
official signs are erected and maintained at each of the exits for each one-way street, so that at least 
one sign will be clearly visible for a distance of at least seventy-five (75) feet to drivers 
approaching such an exit. (Rev. Ords. 1964, sec 11-84; Ord. of 5-30-72) 
 
Sec. 13-170. Isolated stop signs-Generally, 
 
Every driver of a vehicle approaching an intersection of ways where there exists facing him/her an 
official sign bearing the words "Stop" or a flashing red signal indication, said sign or signal having 
apart from this section, been erected as prescribed in the Massachusetts Highway Department 
standards, and such approval being in effect, shall, before proceeding through the intersection, 
bring such vehicle to a complete stop at such point as may be clearly marked by a sign or line, or if 
a point is not so marked, then at the nearest line of crosswalk of the said intersection. This section 
shall not apply when the traffic is otherwise directed by an officer or by a lawful traffic regulating 
sign, signal or device or as provided in section 13-15, funeral procession. (Rev. Ords. 1964, sec 11-
85; Ord. of 5-30-72; Ord of 8-8-2000) 
 
Sec. 13-171. Same-Designation of intersections. 
 
In accordance with section 13-170, the following streets are hereby declared to constitute isolated 
stop streets or flashing red signal intersections, as the case may be. In each instance, traffic 
traveling in the directions indicted on the first-named street shall stop at the second-named street: 
 
Albro Avenue at Bay Street 
 
Allison Avenue at Mozzone Boulevard 
 
Arthur Street, eastbound and westbound, at Garfield Street. 
 
Baker Road at Dighton Avenue 
 
Baker Road (East), westbound, at Old Somerset Avenue. 
 
Baker Road (West), eastbound, at Old Somerset Avenue. 
 
Barnum Street, westbound, at Cohannet Street. 
 
Barnum Street, southbound at Somerset Avenue 
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Bassett Street, northbound, at Bay Street. 
 
Beacon Street, westbound, at Berkley Street. 
 
Belmont Street, northbound and southbound, at Ashland Street. 
 
Bennett Street, eastbound, at Arlington Street. 
 
Bennett Street, northbound, at Ashland Street. 
 
Bennett Street Extension at Arlington Street 
 
Berkley Street, northbound, at Plain Street. 
 
Birchwood Drive at Middleboro Avenue. 
 
Bow Street, northbound, at High Street. 
 
Briarwood Drive, northbound, at Hart Street. 
 
Brook Street, westbound, at Winthrop Street. 
 
Brushwood Drive, southwest corner at intersection with Short Street, Route 140 
 
Buffington Street, eastbound, at Ashland Street. 
 
Burt Street at Tremont Street. 
 
Butler Avenue at Middleboro Avenue. 
 
Butler Street, in both directions, at the intersection of Garfield Street 
 
Butler Street at Van Buren Street 
 
Cedar Street at Main Street. 
 
Caswell Street, northbound, at Middleboro Avenue. 
 
Cedar Street, northbound and southbound, at Fruit Street. 
 
Cedar Street, northbound and southbound, at Grant Street. 
 
Center Street at Middleboro Avenue. 
 
Cherry Street, northbound and southbound, at Winter Street. 
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Church Green, eastbound, at Dean Street. 
 
Church Green, westbound, at Summer Street. 
 
Church Street, westbound, at Adams Street. 
 
Clifford Street, northbound and southbound, at Shores Street. 
 
Clifford Street, northbound, at Tremont Street. 
 
Clifford Street, southbound, at Kilmer Avenue. 
 
Clinton Street, northbound and southbound, at Barnum Street. 
 
Cohannet Street, eastbound and westbound, at Highland Street. 
 
Cohannet Street, eastbound and westbound, at Warner Boulevard. 
 
Cohannet Street, eastbound, at the intersection with Winthrop Street and Post Office Square. 
 
Cohannet Street, southbound, at Winthrop Street. 
 
Cohannet Street, westbound, at Winthrop Street (Westville). 
 
Colonial Drive, westbound, at Williams Street Extension. 
 
Coolidge Street, eastbound, at Somerset Avenue. 
 
Crane Avenue, southbound, at Norton Avenue. 
 
Cullen Street at Middleboro Avenue. 
 
Dana Street, eastbound, at Granite Street. 
 
Danforth Street at Tremont Street 
 
Davenport Street, eastbound and westbound, at Highland Street. 
 
Dean Street, eastbound, at Cane Highway (Route 44). 
 
Deer Track drive, north east corner of intersection and Williams Street 
 
DeWert Avenue, eastbound, at Smith Avenue. 
 
Dighton Avenue at Cohannet Street 
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Dolan Circle at Middleboro Avenue. 
 
Dunbar Street, eastbound, at Fremont Street. 
 
East Britannia Street, eastbound and westbound, at the intersection of Broadway. 
 
East Britannia Street, eastbound and westbound, at Washington Street. 
 
East Britannia Street, westbound, at Bay Street. 
 
East Water Street at Berkley Street. 
 
Eldridge at the intersection of Danforth Street. 
 
Exeter Street, westbound at Hamilton Street 
 
Fairbanks Avenue, eastbound and westbound, at Center Street. 
 
Fairview Avenue, eastbound, at Winthrop Street. 
 
Ferrier Street at Middleboro Avenue. 
 
Field Street, at both its intersections with Bay Street. 
 
Fifth Street, easterly end, at the intersection of West Water Street. 
 
Fisher Street at Highland Street. 
 
Fisher Street, southbound, at North Walker Street. 
 
Fisher Street, westbound, at North Walker Street. 
 
Flintlock Road at Crane Avenue South. 
 
Flintlock Road at Powderhorn Drive. 
 
Floral Street, southbound, at the intersection of Winter Street. 
 
Floral Street, westbound, at Washington Street. 
 
Florence Street, eastbound and westbound, at Highland Street. 
 
Florence Street at Fairview Avenue. 
 
Forge Drive at Crane Avenue South. 
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Forge Drive at Powderhorn Drive. 
 
Frederick R Martin, Sr. Parkway, at its intersection with Cohannet Street. 
 
Frederick R. Martin, Sr. Parkway, at its intersection with Washington Street. 
 
Fruit Street, westbound, at School Street. 
 
Garfield Street, eastbound and westbound, at Butler Street. 
 
Garfield Street, in both directions, at the intersection of Butler Street 
 
General Cobb Street, northbound and southbound, at Couch Street. 
 
Glebe Street, eastbound, at North Walker Street. 
 
Glebe Street, eastbound, at Tremont Street. 
 
Glebe Street, westbound, at North Walker Street. 
 
Granite Street, northbound and southbound, at Maple Street. 
 
Granite Street, southbound, at Tremont Street. 
 
Grant Street, eastbound and westbound, at School Street. 
 
Grant Street, southbound, at Ashland Street. 
 
Green Street at Hopewell Street 
 
Greystone Street, westbound, at Lawton Avenue 
 
Greystone Avenue Eastbound, at Lawton Street 
 
Grove Street, northbound, at Adams Street.. 
 
Gulliver Street, eastbound, at Burt Street  
 
Hamilton Street, eastbound, at Adams Street. 
 
Hamilton Street, northbound at Exeter Street 
 
Harris Street, south bound, at Williams Street  
 
Harrison Avenue northbound and southbound, at Barnum Street. 
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Harrison Street, eastbound, at Weir Street. 
 
Harrison Street, westbound, at Winthrop Street. 
 
Hart Street, eastbound and westbound, at County Street. 
 
Hart Street Extension at Middleboro Avenue. 
 
High Street. eastbound, at Ingell Street. 
 
High Street, westbound, at Cohannet Street. 
 
Highland Street, eastbound and westbound, at Cohannet Street. 
 
Highland Street, eastbound, at Somerset Avenue. 
 
30 Highland Street Exit, northbound, at Highland Street. 
 
Hodges Street, eastbound, at Worcester Street. 
 
Hopewell Street, southbound at Exeter Street 
 
Hopewell Street, northbound, at the intersection of Danforth Street. 
 
Jackson Street, eastbound and westbound, at Washington Street. 
 
Jackson. Street, southbound, at Bay Street: 
 
Jackson Street, westbound, at Bay Street. 
 
Jefferson Street, eastbound, at Broadway. 
 
Jefferson Street, southbound, at Bay Street. 
 
Jerome Street, westbound, at Berkley Street. 
 
Johnson Street, northbound, at County Street. 
 
Joseph Quinn Drive, on northwest corner at intersection of Joseph Quinn Drive and Myles Standish 
Blvd. 
 
King Street, northbound, at Bay Street. 
 
King Phillip Street, at its intersection with Prospect Hill Street 
 
Kingman Street, northbound, at South Precinct Street. 
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Kingman Street, southbound, only at Myricks Street. 
 
Lakeview Avenue, southbound, at Bay Street. 
 
Laurel Street at Fairview Avenue. 
 
Lawrence Street, eastbound and westbound, at State Street. 
 
Leonard Street, eastbound, at School Street. 
 
Leonard Street, westbound, at Broadway. 
 
Liberty Street at Middleboro Avenue. 
 
Liberty Street, southbound, at Caswell Street. 
 
Linden Street, westbound at Hart Street 
 
Linden Street, eastbound, at County Street. 
 
Lothrop Street, northbound, at the intersection of Field Street. 
 
Lothrop Street, southbound, at the intersection of Prospect Hill Street. 
 
Margaret Road at Middleboro Avenue. 
 
Marvel Street, southbound, at Highland Street. 
 
McIntosh Drive, northeast corner and southwest corner of McIntosh Drive at the intersection of 
McIntosh Drive and Quequechan Road 
 
Middleboro Avenue, eastbound, at Pinehill Street. 
 
Middle Avenue, in both directions, at the intersection with Pinehill and Caswell Streets. 
 
Mockingbird Way, southbound at Blackbird Lane 
 
Morton Street, westbound, at Dana Street. 
 
Myrtle Street, eastbound, at Mason Street. 
 
Nemasket Street at Middleboro Avenue. 
 
North Avenue, eastbound and westbound, at Hopewell Street. 
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North Pleasant Street, southbound, at the intersection of Washington Street. 
 
North Walker Street (Ext.) eastbound, at Winthrop Street. 
 
Norton Avenue, southbound, at Dunbar Street. 
 
Norton Avenue southbound, at Tremont Street. 
 
O'Connor Street at Middleboro Avenue. 
 
Old Colony Avenue at Middleboro Avenue. 
 
Old Norton Avenue, southbound, at Norton Avenue. 
 
Old Somerset Avenue (south), southbound, at Baker Road and Lawton Avenue. 
 
Olney Street, prior to its intersection with Oak Street. 
 
Orchard Street, westbound, approaching West Weir Street. 
 
Park Street at Washington Street. 
 
Parking Avenue westbound, at King Street. 
 
Pearl Street, northbound and southbound, at Butler Street. 
 
Pheasant Run at Flintlock Road. 
 
Pinehill Street, eastbound, at Middleboro Avenue. 
 
Plain Street, eastbound, at West Water Street. 
 
Plain Street, westbound, at Hart Street. 
 
Pleasant Street, eastbound, at Broadway. 
 
Pleasant Street, northbound, at the intersection of Washington Street. 
 
Poole Street, southbound, at Hart Street. 
 
Porter Street, eastbound and westbound, at Mason Street. 
 
Porter Street, eastbound, at Cohannet Street. 
 
Powderhorn Drive at Flintlock Road. 
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Prospect Hill Street, northbound, at intersection with Field Street. 
 
Prospect Hill Street, westbound, at Scadding Street. 
 
Purchase Street, westbound, at Bay Street. 
 
Railroad Avenue, eastbound and westbound, at Somerset Avenue. 
 
Randall Street at Broadway. 
 
Red Land at Middleboro Avenue. 
 
Richmond Street at Middleboro Avenue. 
 
Richmond Street, northbound, at Route 44. 
 
Route 140, northbound, at Church Green. 
 
Rocky Woods Street, eastbound, at North Walker Street. 
 
Scadding Street, northbound, at Field Street. 
 
Scadding Street, southbound, at Bay Street. 
 
School Street, northbound, at Thrasher Street  
 
School Street, northbound, at Winter Street. 
 
School Street, southbound, at Floral Street. 
 
Sherbourne Street at Middleboro Avenue. 
 
Sherwood Avenue at Middleboro Avenue. 
 
Shores Street at Fisher Street. 
 
Shores Street at Tremont Street 
 
Shores Street, eastbound and westbound, at Clifford Street. 
 
Silver Street, northbound and southbound, at Cohannet Street. 
 
Silver Street, westbound, at Winthrop Street. 
 
Sir Joseph Circle, south west corner of intersection and Williams Street 
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Smith Street, eastbound, at Jenny Lind Street. 
 
Smith Avenue, southbound, at Highland Street. 
 
Somerset Avenue northbound, at Weir Street. 
 
South Avenue, eastbound, at Bay Street 
 
South Avenue, Westbound, at Hopewell Street 
 
South Street, westbound, at Railroad Avenue. 
 
South Precinct Street, northbound at Middleboro Avenue. 
 
Spring Street at High Street. 
 
Spring Street, eastbound, at Summer Street. 
 
Staple Street, northbound, at Caswell Street. 
 
State Street, westbound, at Cottage Street. 
 
Stevens Street, northbound, at Middleboro Avenue. 
 
Stevens Street at Middleboro Avenue. 
 
Sumner Street, eastbound, at Cushman Street. 
 
Taunton High School access road, westbound, at Gordon Owen Riverway. 
 
Turner Street, westbound, at South Precinct Street (approx 150 to 200 feet east of the intersection) 
 
Union Street, northbound and southbound, at Fruit Street. 
 
Vaillancourt Street, northbound, at the intersection of Van Buren Street. 
 
Van Buren Street, eastbound, at Wilson Avenue. 
 
Van Buren Street, southbound, at Washington Street. 
 
Van Buren Street, westbound, at Butler Street. 
 
Van Buren Street, north bound and southbound at Butler Street and Wilson Avenue 
 
Viking Street at Middleboro Avenue. 
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Warren Street, southbound, at West Britannia Street. 
 
Warren Street, westbound, at Whittenton Street. 
 
Washburn Street, eastbound, at Ashland Street. 
 
Washburn Street, eastbound, at School Street. 
 
Washington Street, eastbound and westbound, at Broadway (Short Square). 
 
Washington Street, northbound and southbound, at Purchase Street. 
 
Washington Street, northbound, at Bay Street. 
 
Waverly Street, southbound, at Washington Street. 
 
Weir Street. northbound, at Bow Street. 
 
West Britannia Street, eastbound, at Bay Street. 
 
West Britannia Street, westbound, at Fremont Street. 
 
West Weir Street, southbound, at First Street. 
 
West Weir Street, westbound, at Cohannet Street. 
 
Westcoat Drive at Middleboro Avenue. 
 
Westcoat Drive entering Middleboro Avenue. 
 
White Street, eastbound and westbound, at Somerset Avenue. 
 
White Street, westbound, at Harrison Avenue. 
 
Whittenton Street, eastbound and westbound, at Washington Street. 
 
Whittenton Street, northbound and southbound, at Bay Street. 
 
Whittenton Street, eastbound and westbound, at Warren Street, notwithstanding any other provision 
of law or of these ordinances, the sign or signal regulating eastbound traffic at said intersection 
shall be located at a point one hundred eighty-four (184) feet, more or less, easterly from the 
property line of the premises at 487 Whittenton Street. 
 
Williams Street, eastbound and westbound at Honorable Gordon M Owens Blvd 
 
Williams Street, westbound, at County Street. 
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Wilson Avenue at Van Buren Street 
 
Winter Street, northbound, at the intersection of Washington Street. 
 
Winter Street, northbound and southbound, at the intersection of School Street. 
 
Worchester Street, eastbound, at Hodges Street. 
 
Worcester Street, eastbound, at Norton Road. 
 
Wren Street, southbound and northbound at Mockingbird Way/ Cardinal Circle 
 
(Rev. Ords. 1964, sec 11-86; Ord. of 5-30-72; Ord. of 8-15-72; Ord. Of 10-24-72; Ord. of 3-27-73; 
Ord. of 6-26-73; Ord. of 9-4-73; Ord. of 12-4-73; Ord. of 12-30-75; Ord. of 8-3-76; Ord. of 2-1-77; 
Ord. of 3-22-77; Ord. of 8-23-77; Ord. of 7-18-78; Ord. of 10-10-78; Ord. of 11-14-78; Ord. of 1-
9-79; Ord. of 2-13-79; Ord. of 8-7-79; Ord. Of 9-18-79; 2 Ords. of 11-20-79; Ord. of 3-30-82;  Ord. 
of 7-27-82; Ord. of 1-25-83, secs 1, 2; Ord. of 10-11-83, sec 2; Ord. of 5-1-84; Ord. of 12-31-84; 
Ord. of 3-5-85; Ord. of 2-4-86; Ord. of 7-15-86; Ord. of 11-18-86; Ord. of 12-23-86; Ord, of 2-10-
87; Ord. of 7-21-87; Ord. of 9-8-87; 3 Ords. of 9-22-87; Ord. of 10-20-87; Ord. of 11-17-87; Ord. 
of 6-14-88; Ord. of 9-6-88; Ord. of 9-13-88; Ord. of 5-16-89; Ord. of 6-6-89; Ord. of 3-19-91; Ord. 
of 12-17-91; Ord. of 2-18-92; Ord. of 6-16-92; Ord. of 3-30-93; Ord. of 12-28-93, sec 3; Ord of 5-
6-97; Ord of 2-23-95; Ord of 11-2-98; Ord of 2-24-98; Ord of 5-6-97; Ord of 12-27-94: Ord of 7-
18-95; Ord of 11-21-95; Ord of 9-18-2000; Ord of 11-5-2001; Ord of 2-11-2003; Ord of 11-18-
2003; Ord of 7-20-2004; Ord of 8-31-2004; Ord of 8-9-2005: Ord of 12-13-2005; Ord of 11-14-
2006; Ord of 12-9-2008; Ord of 12-9-2008; Ord of 11-10-2009; Ord of 1-5-2010) 
 
Sec. 13-172. Obedience to yield signs. 
 
(a) Every driver of a vehicle or other conveyance approaching an intersection of ways, where there 
exists facing the driver an official sign bearing the word "YIELD", said sign having been erected in 
accordance with the written approval of the Department of Public Works of the Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts and such approval being in effect, shall surrender to oncoming traffic his/her right to 
enter the intersection until such time as the driver has brought the vehicle or other conveyance to a 
complete stop at a point between the said "Yield" sign and the nearer line of the street intersection; 
provided, however, that, this requirement to stop before entering the intersection shall not apply 
when a driver approaching a "Yield" sign can enter the intersection  in  safety  without  causing 
approaching traffic interference 
(b) This section shall not apply otherwise when the traffic is by a lawful traffic directed by an 
officer or regulating sign, signal or device.  
(c) In accordance with the foregoing, "YIELD" signs are authorized to face: 

Ingell Street, eastbound drivers on Ingell Street at County Street. 
Tremont Street, southbound drivers on Tremont Street at Oak Street and Washington Street. 
Grove Street Extension at Grove Street 
Grove Street at Grove Street Extension  
Andrea Lane, southbound at Rocky Woods Street 



 City of Taunton Revised Ordinances 

2010 Printing 1/5/2010                                       Chapter 13  Page 281 
 

Burt Street, westbound at Gulliver Street 
(Rev. Ords. 1964, sec 11-86a; Ord. of 8-5-75; Ord of 11-26-96; Ord of 5-6-97; Ord of 2-12-2002: 
Ord of 11-10-2009; Ord of 1-5-2010) 
 
Sec. 13-173. Meanings and requirements of color and arrow indications of traffic control 
signals. 
 
Color and arrow indications in traffic control signals shall have the commands ascribed to them in 
this section, and no other meaning, and every driver of a vehicle or other conveyance shall comply 
therewith, except when otherwise directed by an officer or by a lawful traffic regulating sign (other 
than a "stop" sign), signal, or device, or except as provided in section 13-15(b). In no case shall a 
driver enter or proceed through an intersection without due regard to the safety of other persons 
within the intersection regardless of what indications may be given by traffic control signals. 
 
(1) Green. While the green lens is illuminated, drivers facing the signal may proceed through the 
intersection, but shall yield the right-of-way to pedestrians and vehicles lawfully within a crosswalk 
or the intersection at the time such signal was exhibited. Drivers of vehicles making a right or left 
turn shall yield the right-of-way to pedestrians crossing with the flow of traffic. 
 
(2) Right, left and vertical green arrows. When a right green arrow is illuminated, drivers facing 
such signal may turn right. When a left green arrow is illuminated, drivers facing such signal may 
turn left. When a vertical green arrow is illuminated, drivers facing such signal may go straight 
ahead. When a green arrow is exhibited together with a red or a yellow lens, drivers may enter the 
intersection to make the movement permitted by the arrow, but shall yield the right-of-way to 
vehicles and pedestrians proceeding from another direction on a green indication. 
 
(3) Yellow. While the yellow lens is illuminated, waiting drivers shall not proceed and any driver 
approaching the intersection or a marked stop line shall stop at such point unless so close to the 
intersection that a stop cannot be made in safety; provided that, if a green arrow is illuminated at 
the same time, drivers may enter the intersection to make the movement permitted by such arrow. 
 
(4)  Red.  
(a)Traffic facing a steady circular red signal alone shall stop at a clearly marked stop line; or if 
none, before entering the crosswalk on the near side of the intersection; or if none, then before 
entering the intersection, and shall remain standing until an indication to proceed is shown, except  
as allowed by Chapter 89, Section 8, of the General Laws, as amended. 
 
(b) No driver of a vehicle facing a circular red signal indication shall make a right turn where 
official traffic signs are installed and maintained prohibiting such turn at the following 
intersections: 
 

1.   Somerset Avenue, northbound, at First Street.  
Somerset Avenue, southbound, at First Street.  
First Street, eastbound, at Somerset Avenue.  
First Street, westbound, at Somerset Avenue. 
2.   Winthrop Street, northbound, at Highland Street.  
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Winthrop Street, southbound, at Highland Street.  
Highland Street, eastbound, at Winthrop Street.  
Highland Street, westbound, at Winthrop Street. 
3.  Winthrop Street, southbound, at High Street.  
Winthrop Street, southeastbound, at High Street.  
High Street, eastbound, at Winthrop Street.  
High Street, westbound, at Winthrop Street.  
4. High Street, eastbound, at Weir Street.  
High Street, westbound, at Weir Street. 
5.   Summer Street, northbound, at Church Green.  
Summer Street, southbound, at Spring Street  
Spring Street, eastbound, at Summer Street.  
Church Green, westbound, at Summer Street. 
6.   Arlington Street, southbound, at Dean Street. 
7.   Broadway, southbound, at Taunton Green. 
8.   Taunton Green, eastbound, at Weir Street.  
Weir Street, northbound, at Main Street. 
9.   Broadway, northbound, at Washington Street.  
Broadway, southbound, at Washington Street  
Washington Street, eastbound, at Broadway.  
Washington Street, westbound, at Broadway. 
10.   Broadway, northbound, at Purchase Street.  
Broadway, southbound, at Purchase Street  
Purchase Street, eastbound, at Broadway. 
 Purchase Street, westbound, at Broadway. 
11.   Washington Street, westbound, at Tremont Street. 
12.  Weir Street, northbound and southbound legs, at Weir Street and Somerset Avenue. 
Somerset Avenue, eastbound leg, at Weir Street and Somerset Avenue. 
13.  Washington Street, eastbound and westbound legs at Washington and Court Streets. 
Court Street, northbound and southbound legs, at Washington and Court Street.  
14.  Weir Street, northbound and southbound legs, at Weir and High Streets. 
 

(5) Red and yellow. While the red and yellow lenses are illuminated together, a driver shall not 
enter the intersection and during such time the intersection shall be reserved for the exclusive use 
of pedestrians. 
 
(6) Flashing red. A flashing red lens shall indicate those intersections at which a driver is required 
by law to stop before entering. 
 
 (7) Flashing yellow. A flashing yellow lens shall indicate the presence of a hazard and drivers may 
proceed only with caution. 
 
(8) Flashing green. A flashing green lens shall indicate an intersection or pedestrian crosswalk in 
use or subject to use by entering or crossing traffic. Drivers may proceed only with caution and 
shall be prepared to comply with a change in the signal to a red or red and yellow indication. 
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(9)  Mandatory right turn--"Right Lane Must Turn Right" signs: Weir Street, north leg, at Somerset 
Avenue, right lane. (Rev. Ords. 1964, sec 11-87; Ord. of 5-30-72; Ord. of 10-30-79; 2 Ords. of 12-
13-88) 
 
Sec. 13-174. Intersections where grades are separated or where traffic islands or ramps exist. 
 
At any junction or crossing of ways where the roadway grades have been separated and where the 
ways are connected by ramps and at any intersection of ways in which there are traffic islands, 
drivers of vehicles shall proceed only as indicated by official signs, signals or markings. (Rev. 
Ords. 1964, sec 11-89; Ord. of 5-30-72) 
 
Sec. 13-175. Interference prohibited with signs and signals  
 
Any person who willfully defaces, injures, moves, obstructs or interferes with any official traffic 
sign, signal or marking shall be punished as provided in section 1-5. (Rev. Ords. 1964, sec 11-90; 
Ord. of 5-30-72) 
 
Sec. 13-176. Designation of bus stops, taxi stands and service zones. 
 
The location of all bus stops, taxicab stands and service zones shall be specified by the municipal 
council and, in the case of taxicab stands, the municipal council shall designate who may use them 
as such. (Rev. Ords. 1964, sec 11-91; Ord. of 5-30-72) 
 
Sec. 13-177. Unauthorized signs and signals. 
 
No person shall place or maintain or display upon or in view of any street any unofficial sign, 
signal, marking or device which purports to be or is an imitation of or resembles an official traffic 
sign, signal, marking or device or which attempts to direct the movement of traffic or which hides 
from view any official sign or signal. The chief of police is empowered to remove every such 
prohibited sign, signal, marking or device or cause it to be removed, without notice. (Rev. Ords. 
1964, sec 11-92; Ord. of 5-30-72) 
 
Secs. 13-178--13-193. Reserved. 
 

ARTICLE VI. PEDESTRIANS 
 

Sec. 13-194. Manner of crossing roadway--Generally 
 
(a) Pedestrians shall obey the directions of police officers directing traffic, and whenever there is an 
officer directing traffic, a traffic-control signal or a marked crosswalk within three hundred (300) 
feet of a pedestrian, no such pedestrian shall cross a way or roadway except within the limits of a 
marked crosswalk as provided in this article. 
 
(b) Every pedestrian crossing a roadway at any point other than within a marked crosswalk shall 
yield the right-of-way to all vehicles upon the roadway. At a point where a pedestrian tunnel or 
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overpass has been provided pedestrians shall cross the roadway only by the proper use of the tunnel 
or overpass. 
 
(c) No pedestrian shall suddenly leave a sidewalk or safety island and walk or run into the path of a 
vehicle which is so close that it is impossible for the driver to yield the right-of-way. 
 
(d) Pedestrians shall at all times attempt to cross a roadway using the right half of crosswalks. 
(Rev. Ords. 1964, sec 11-105; Ord. of 5-30-72) 
 
Sec. 13-195. Same--Where controlled by traffic  signals. 
 
(a) Generally. Traffic-control signal color indications and legends shall have the commands 
ascribed to them in this section and no other meanings, and every  pedestrian shall comply 
therewith, except when otherwise directed by a police officer: 
 
(1) Red and yellow or the word "WALK." Whenever the words "DON'T WALK" or any indication 
other than red and yellow shown together are illuminated in a traffic-control signal where 
pedestrian indications are provided, pedestrians approaching or facing such indication shall wait on 
the sidewalk, edge of roadway or in the pedestrian refuse area of a traffic island and shall not enter 
upon or cross a roadway until the proper indication is illuminated in the traffic-control signal. Any 
pedestrian who has partially completed their crossing on the "WALK" indication shall proceed or 
return to the nearest sidewalk or safety island on the yellow indication, the red indication or when 
the words, "DON'T WALK" are illuminated by rapid intermittent flashes. 
 
(2) Green alone. At traffic-control signal locations where no pedestrian indication is given or 
provided, pedestrians facing the signal may proceed across the roadway within any marked 
crosswalk in the direction of the green indication. 
 
(3) Yellow alone, red alone or flashing "DON'T WALK. " Pedestrians approaching or facing a 
yellow, red or flashing "DON'T WALK" illuminated indication shall not start to cross a roadway. 
 
(4) Flashing red, yellow or green. At any traffic-control signal location where a flashing red, 
flashing yellow or flashing green indication is being given facing a crosswalk, pedestrians shall 
actuate, where provided, the pedestrian signal indication and cross the roadway only on the red-
yellow or "WALK" indication when such indication is in operation. If no pedestrian signal is 
provided, pedestrians shall cross within crosswalks with due care. 
 
(b) Right-of-way to emergency vehicles, etc. At a traffic-control signal location, pedestrians shall 
yield the right-of-way to vehicles of a funeral or other procession or authorized emergency vehicle 
while in performance of emergency duties regardless of the signal indication given, and they shall 
not attempt to cross the roadway until such vehicles or procession has passed at which time 
pedestrians shall then cross the roadway only as provided in this section. (Rev. Ords. 1964, sec 11-
106; Ord. of 5-30-72) 
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Sec. 13-196. Same--Use of actuation device or pushbutton.  
 
At a traffic-control signal location where pedestrian indications are provided but which are shown 
only upon actuation by means of a pedestrian pushbutton, no pedestrian shall cross a roadway until 
the pedestrian control signal pushbutton has been actuated and then shall cross only on the proper 
pedestrian signal indication. At traffic-control signal locations where no-pedestrian indication is 
provided, pedestrians shall cross only on the green indication. If necessary, the green indication 
shall be actuated by the pedestrian by means of a pushbutton. (Rev. Ords. 1964, sec 11-107; Ord. of 
5-30-72) 
 
Sec. 13-197. Actuation of pedestrian control signal or entrance into crosswalk without 
intention to cross roadway.  
 
It shall be unlawful for any person to actuate a pedestrian control signal or to enter a marked 
crosswalk unless a crossing of the roadway is intended. (Rev. Ords. 1964, sec 11-108; Ord. of 5-
30-72) 
 
Sec. 13-198. Use of roadway by pedestrians. 
 
(a) No person shall stand in a roadway for the purpose of soliciting a ride, employment or business 
from the operator or occupant of any vehicle without the written permission of the board or officer 
having control of such roadway or highway. 
 
(b) Where sidewalks are provided, it shall be unlawful for any pedestrian to walk along and upon 
an adjacent roadway whenever the sidewalk is open to pedestrian use. 
 
(c) Where sidewalks are not provided, any pedestrian walking along and upon a highway shall, 
when practicable, walk only on the left side of the roadway on its unfinished shoulder facing traffic 
which may approach from the opposite direction. 
 
(d) Persons alighting from the roadway side of any vehicle parked at the curb or edge of the 
roadway shall proceed immediately to the sidewalk or edge of the roadway adjacent to the vehicle, 
and shall cross the roadway only as authorized by this article. 
 
(e) The provisions of this section governing the use of ways by pedestrians shall not apply to 
pedestrians actually engaged in work upon a roadway closed to travel or under construction or 
repair, to municipal, state, federal or public service corporation employees while in the 
performance of their duties, to officers engaged in the performance of their duties or to pedestrians 
acting in an emergency when such emergency necessitates departure from any part of such 
provisions. (Rev. Ords. 1964, sec 11-109; Ord. of 5-30-72) 
 
Sec. 13-199. Duty of drivers toward pedestrians. 
 
Every operator of a vehicle shall exercise due care to avoid colliding with any pedestrian upon the 
roadway and shall give warning by sounding the horn when necessary and shall exercise proper 
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precautions which may become necessary for safe operation. (Rev. Ords. 1964, sec 11-110; Ord. of 
5-30-72) 
 
Sec. 13-200. Operation of vehicles at crosswalks. 
 
(a) When traffic-control signals are not in place or not in operation the driver of a vehicle, which 
for the purposes of this section shall include bicycles, shall yield the right-of-way, slowing down or 
stopping if need be to so yield, to a pedestrian crossing the roadway within a marked crosswalk 
when the pedestrian is upon the half of the roadway upon which the vehicle is traveling or when the 
pedestrian approaches from the opposite half of the roadway to within five (5) feet of that half of 
the roadway upon which the vehicle is traveling. 
 
(b) No operator of a vehicle shall pass any other vehicle which has been stopped at a marked 
crosswalk to permit a pedestrian to cross a way, nor shall any operator enter a marked crosswalk 
until there is sufficient space on the other side of the crosswalk to accommodate the vehicle the 
operator is operating notwithstanding any traffic-control signal indication to proceed. 
 
(c) The rules and regulations contained in this section governing and restricting the movement of 
vehicles on state highways at and near intersecting ways shall apply at any place along any way at 
which drivers are to be controlled by traffic-control signals whether or not such place is an 
intersection. (Rev. Ords. 1964, sec 11-111; Ord. of 5-30-72) 
 
Sec. 13-201. Penalties. 
 
Any person who violates the provisions of this article which deal with the proper use of ways by 
pedestrians shall be punished as provided in chapter 90, section 18A of the General Laws. Any 
person convicted of a violation of any other provision of these regulations relative to the operation 
of vehicles shall be punished as provided in section 1-5. (Rev. Ords. 1964, sec 11-112; Ord. of 5-
30-72) 
 
Section 13-202 Prohibiting Skateboarding in Parking Garage 
 
Notwithstanding any other Ordinance to the contrary, no person shall ride and/or operate 
skateboards or scooters, mechanical or otherwise, in the Municipal Parking Garage in the City of 
Taunton.  Violations of this section shall be punishable by fines as follows: 
 First Offense…………… $25.00 
 Second Offense……….. $50.00 
 Third Offense……………. $100.00 
(Ord of 9/21/2004) 
 
Section 13-203 Prohibiting the Use of Gas-Powered Vehicles, Scooters, Powerboards, and 
Mini-Motorbikes  
 

(a) Definition. This section refers to scooters, powerboards, all terrain vehicles and mini-
motorbikes that have handlebars, that have two or more wheels, that are designed to be 
stood upon or sat upon by the operator, and that are gas-powered by an engine or motor 
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capable of propelling the vehicle with or without human thrust.  Excluding wheelchairs and 
vehicles which are medically necessary. 

(b) Prohibition from Sidewalks. No person may use, ride or otherwise operate a gas-powered 
scooted, powerboard or mini-motorbikes on a sidewalk of the City of Taunton 

(c) Prohibition from Streets.  No person may use, ride or otherwise operate a gas powered 
scooter, powerboard, all terrain vehicle or mini-motorbike on a public way, private way, 
street or on the grounds of any public school in the City of Taunton unless that person is 
sixteen (16) years of age or older and is carrying a valid driver’s/ operators license 

(d) Penalties.  Any person violation the provisions of this section shall be subject to a fine of 
twenty five dollars and no cents ($25.00) for a first offense and fifty dollars and no cents 
($50.00) for a second or any subsequent offense, but a court of competent jurisdiction may 
substitute community service for any fine monies 

(e) Exceptions. Nothing in these sections shall prevent the legal use of (i) any mechanical or 
motorized device designed and used to assist a person with a disability affecting 
ambulation, (ii) a moped that has been registered with the Massachusetts Registry of Motor 
Vehicles, and (iii) a motorized bicycle that has been registered with the Massachusetts 
Registry of Motor Vehicles 

(f) Enforcement.  The Taunton Police Department shall have the authority to enforce this 
section.  The provisions of MGL c 40 section 21D may be used to enforce these sections.  
The Taunton Police Department shall have the authority to impound and vehicle in 
violation of these sections 

(g) Regulatory Authority.  The Chief of the Taunton Police Department shall have the authority 
to promulgate rules and regulations necessary to implement and enforce these sections. 

(h) Severability If any provisions of these sections are held to be invalid by a court of 
competent jurisdiction, then such provision shall be considered separately and apart from 
the remaining provisions, which shall remain in full force and effect. 

(i) Implementation.  The provisions of this section shall be effective immediately after passage 

(j) Violation.  In addition to the fines described in section (d) above, anyone who violates this 
section shall forfeit the vehicle immediately and the City shall have possession of the same 
and shall return it only upon payment of a fine in accordance with section (d), a forfeiture 
collection fee of $150.00 and a daily storage fee of $10.00 per diem.  The vehicle will be 
permanently forfeited for the second offense. 

(k) Vendors. All vendors selling vehicles described in section (a) shall be required to post in 
clear and conspicuous terms the statement that these vehicles are banned on public and 
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private ways, sidewalks and public grounds and deliver a copy of this Ordinance to a 
purchaser of any vehicle defined under this Ordinance. (Ord of 8/10/2004) 

 
Secs. 13-204--13-217. Reserved.  

 
ARTICLE VII. SNOW EMERGENCY REGULATIONS" 

 
Sec. 13-218. Definitions. 
 
For the purposes of this article, the following words and phrases shall have the meanings 
respectively ascribed to them by this section: 
 
Commissioner. The commissioner of public works or, in the commissioner’s absence, a duly 
designated and acting representative. 
 
Roadway. That portion of a street or highway improved, designed or ordinarily used for vehicular 
travel. 
 
Street or highway. The entire width between the boundary lines of every way publicly maintained 
when any part thereof is open to the use of the public for the purposes of vehicular travel. (Rev. 
Ords. 1964, sec 11-113.1; Ord. Of 11-28-78) 
Cross reference--Rules of construction and definitions generally, sec 1-2. 
 
Sec. 13-219. Placement of signs along streets, etc. during removal of snow; parking within 
places indicated by signs prohibited. 
 
For the purpose of facilitating the plowing or removal of snow, the chief of police may in his/her 
discretion place properly marked signs along any street or portion thereof as shall from time to time 
deem necessary. It shall be unlawful for the operator of any vehicle to enter upon, stop or park 
within the spaces indicated by such signs. In addition, the chief of police may, in his/her discretion, 
alter the flow or direction of traffic along any street or portion thereof as he/she shall, from time to 
time, deem necessary. (Rev. Ords. 1964, sec 11-113.2; Ord. of 11-28-78) 
'Cross reference-Removal of snow and ice from sidewalks required, sec 20-20 
 
 
Sec. 13-220. Temporary  provisions  to  take precedence. 
 
Any provision of this article which becomes effective by the declaration of the mayor or upon the 
occurrence of certain weather conditions shall, while temporarily in effect, take precedence over 
other conflicting provisions of law normally in effect; except that, it shall not take precedence over  
provisions  of law  relating  to  traffic  accidents, emergency travel of authorized emergency 
vehicles or emergency traffic directions by a police officer. (Rev. Ords. 1964, sec11-113.3; Ord. of 
11-28-78) 
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Sec. 13-221. Announcement of emergency declarations. 
 
(a) The mayor shall cause each declaration pursuant to this article to be publicly announced by 
means of broadcasts or telecasts from stations with a normal operating range covering the city, and  
may cause such declaration to be further announced in newspapers of general circulation when 
feasible. Each announcement shall describe the action to be taken by the commissioner acting as 
requested by the mayor, including the time it became or will become effective and shall specify the 
streets or area affected. A parking prohibition declared by the mayor shall not go into effect until at 
least two (2) hours after it has been announced at least four (4) times between 6:00 a.m. and 11:00 
p.m. in accordance with this section. 
 
(b) The commissioner shall make or cause to be made a record of each time and date where any 
declaration is announced to the public in accordance with this section. (Rev. Ords. 1964, sec 11-
113.4; Ord. of 11-28-78) 
 
Sec. 13-222. Parking prohibition-Generally. 
 
(a) Whenever the mayor determines on the basis of falling snow, sleet or freezing rain or on the 
basis of a forecast by the U.S. Weather Bureau or other weather service that the weather conditions 
will make it necessary that motor vehicle traffic be expedited and that parking on city streets be 
prohibited or restricted for snow plowing and other purposes, the commissioner shall put into effect 
a parking prohibition on all parts of the streets, highways and roadways of the city as necessary by 
declaring it in a manner prescribed by this article. 
 
(b) Once in effect, a prohibition under this section shall remain in effect until terminated by 
announcement of the mayor in accordance with this article, While the prohibition is in effect, no 
person shall park or allow to remain parked any vehicle on any portion of a street to which the 
prohibition applies. (Rev. Ords. 1964, sec 11-113.5; Ord. Of 11-28-781 
 
Sec. 13-223. Same--Announcement of public parking areas. 
 
Whenever there are areas in the city available for the purposes of operators or owners who have no 
driveways or garages to park their vehicles during any prohibition against parking as outlined in 
this article, the commissioner shall announce publicly as provided in this article where vehicles 
may be brought and parked during the prohibition. (Rev. Ords. 1964, sec 11-113.6; Ord. of 11-28-
78) 
 
Sec. 13-224. Same--Termination. 
 
Whenever the mayor shall find that some or all of the conditions which gave rise to a parking 
prohibition in effect pursuant to this article no longer exist, he/she may declare the prohibition 
terminated in whole or in part in a manner prescribed by this article effective immediately upon 
announcement. (Rev. Ords. 1964, sec 11-113.7; Ord. Of 11-28-78) 
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Sec. 13-225. Operators to remove stalled vehicles. 
 
Whenever a vehicle becomes stalled for any reason, whether or not in violation of this article, on 
any part of a street or highway on which there is a covering of snow, sleet or ice or on which there 
is a parking prohibition in effect, the person operating the vehicle shall take immediate action to 
have the vehicle towed or pushed off the roadway to their own driveway, to a public place so 
provided for or to a nearby private garage. No person shall abandon or leave their vehicle in the 
roadway on which a prohibition is in effect, except for the purpose of securing assistance during 
the actual time necessary to go to a telephone, garage, gasoline station or other place of assistance 
and return without delay. (Rev. Ords. 1964, sec 11-113.8; Ord. of 11-28-78) 
 
Sec. 13-226. Tagging, impoundment, etc., of vehicles. 
 
(a) Members of the police department are hereby authorized to tag all vehicles parked or abandoned 
on the streets of the city and to remove or have such vehicles removed from the streets where: 
 

(1) The vehicle is parked or abandoned on a street on which a parking prohibition as 
prescribed in this article is in effect, or 
(2) The vehicle is stalled on a street, on which there is a covering of snow, sleet or ice on 
which there is a parking prohibition in effect and the person who was operating such 
vehicle does not appear to be removing it in accordance with the provisions of this article, 
or 
(3) The vehicle is parked in violation of this article or is interfering or is about to interfere 
with snow removal operations. 

 
(b) Vehicles found in violation of the provisions of this section, except those specifically exempt by 
law, shall be removed to a convenient place under the direction of an officer of the police 
department and the owner of the vehicle so removed, or towed away, shall be liable for the cost of 
such  removal  and  storage,  until  paid,  these  charges constitute a lien on said vehicle. 
 
(c) It shall be the duty of the police department to keep a record of each vehicle, tagged or removed 
in accordance with this section. The record shall include a description of the vehicle, its license 
number, the date and time of its removal, where it was removed from, its location, the name and 
address of its owner and the last operator, if known, its final disposition and the parking violation 
involved. 
  
(d) This section shall be supplemental to any other provisions of the law granting members of the  
police department authority to remove vehicles. (Rev. Ords. 1964, sec 11-113.9; Ord. of 11-28-78) 
 
Sec. 13-227. Evidence with respect to vehicles Parked or left in violation of article. 
 
In any prosecution with regard to a vehicle  parked or left in a place or in a condition in violation of 
any  provision of this article, proof that the particular vehicle described in the complaint was 
parked or left in violation of a  provision of this article together with proof that the defendant 
named in the complaint was at the time the registered owner thereof shall constitute prima facie 
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evidence that the defendant was the person who parked or left the vehicle in violation of this 
article. (Rev. Ords. 1964, sec 11-113.10; Ord. of 11-28-78) 
 
Sec. 13-228.  Penalties. 
 
Any person in violation of the provisions of this article shall be subject to such penalties and fines 
as provided in section 13-22 of this chapter. (Rev. Ords. 1964, sec 11-113.11; Ord. of 11-28-78) 
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Chapter 14 
 

Offenses and Miscellaneous Provisions 
 
Art I. In General, secs 14.1- 14.33 
Art II.  Earth Materials Removal, secs 14-34- 14-38 
 

Article I IN GENERAL 
 
Sec 14-1 Advertising- Nailing signs, placards, etc., to trees and poles prohibited 
 
No signs, placards, posters or other advertising material shall be nailed or erected or in any other 
way attached to or placed upon any tree or pole that comes under the jurisdiction of the city for its 
care and maintenance. (Rev. Ords. 1964, sec 12-1) 
 
State law reference- signs and marks on shade trees, MGLA, c 87, sec 9 
 
Sec 14-2. Same- Indiscriminate distribution prohibited. 
 
No person shall distribute or cause to be distributed any commercial handbill, circular, programme 
or advertising matter in or upon any street or sidewalk in the city, or any vehicle thereon, excepting 
to place the same within the doors of stores, offices and business houses, and at the doors of 
residences. (Rev Ords, 1964, sec 12-2) 
 
Sec 14-3. Bathing and swimming 
 
No person shall bathe or swim within the city in view of persons on or in any street, way, place or 
building unless properly clothed. (Rev Ords, 1964, sec 12-8) 
 
Cross references--- General penalty for Revised Ordinances violations, sec 1-5; police, Ch 18 
 
Sec. 14-4. Children; admission to certain athletic events. 
 
All children under twelve (12) years of age shall be allowed free admission to any athletic event 
conducted on property owned by the city between the hours of 9:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m. (Rev. Ords. 
1964, sec 12-9, Ord of 7-11-2000) 
 
Sec. 14-6. Gambling; prohibited. 
 
No person shall expose in any street or upon any public ground, or upon private ground in view of 
any street, any table or device of any kind intended for playing a game of hazard or chance. (Rev. 
Ords. 1964, sec 12-12) 
 
State law reference-Gaming and games of chance generally, M.G.L.A., c. 137, secs 1--7. 
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Sec. 14-7. Littering; where prohibited; exceptions; fine. 
 
Any person who shall discard, throw, drop or otherwise place any waste, glass, metal, paper, plastic 
or other trash, rubbish or refuse in, within or upon: 
 

(1) Any public way or private way within the city, or 
(2) The water or shore of any inland waters within the city, or 
(3) Any premises owned or occupied by the city in any capacity;  

 
shall be punished as provided in section 1-5 of these Revised Ordinances; but it shall not be 
deemed a violation of this section for a resident of the city to place, or cause to be placed, on the 
sidewalk in front of his/her residence, any such refuse in appropriate containers for the purpose of 
being collected by a trash collector under contract to the city. (Rev. Ords. 1964, sec 12-13; Ord. of 
8-22-67) 
 
Sec. 14-8. Loitering prohibited 
 
No person shall, in a street, willfully obstruct the free passage of foot travelers. (Rev. Ords. 1964, 
sec 12-14) 
 
Sec. 14-9. Indecent figures and markings--Prohibited. 
 
No person shall, in any public place or street, make any indecent figures or post or write any 
indecent words upon any fence, building, wall, post, guidepost, signboard, awning or lamppost, in 
or within view of a street or other public place within the city. (Rev. Ords. 1964, sec 12-16) 
 
Sec. 14-10. Same--On water. 
 
No person, while on any inland waters within the city or on the shores thereof, shall annoy or cause 
annoyance to another person, or utter any indecent language or loud outcries, or do any indecent 
act. (Rev. Ords. 1964, sec 12-17) 
 
Sec. 14-11. Trespass; peeping toms. 
 
(a) No person shall enter upon the premises of another for the purpose of committing any wanton 
or malicious act, nor for the purpose or with the intention of invading the privacy of another by 
peeping into the windows of a house or spying upon any person resident therein. 
 
(b) Nothing contained in this section shall be construed to abridge nor in any way limit the right of 
a police officer to enter upon private property nor to perform any act in the performance of their 
official duties. (Rev. Ords. 1964, sec 12-18) 
 
Sec 14-12. Pools; approved fence required for certain artificial pools. 
 
No owner, lessee, tenant, mortgagee in possession or other occupant of real estate shall permit 
thereon any artificial pool having a depth of twenty-four (24) inches or more at any point (whether 
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or not in existence upon the effective date of this section), unless the same shall be enclosed by a 
protective fence at least four (4) feet high whose design, materials and construction shall have been 
approved by the superintendent of public buildings, or by such other artificial or natural barrier as 
shall have been so approved. No such fence or barrier shall be approved unless every gate therein 
shall be of a self-closing and self-latching design, with the latch located at least fifty four inches 
(54”) above the ground. In addition, all fencing shall comply with the requirements of the 
Massachusetts State Building Code and all public and semi-public pools shall also conform to the 
requirements of the Board of Health (Rev. Ords. 1964, sec 12-18.1; Ord. of 9-19-67, Ord of 7-11-
2000) 
 
Sec. 14-13. Power boats. 
 
(a) Defined. A power boat is defined, for the purpose of this section, as any boat powered by an 
internal combustion engine permanently or temporarily affixed to such boat. 
 
(b) Registration  required;  markings.  All power boats operated on any inland waters within the 
city shall be registered with the police department, and shall bear a number on both sides of not less 
than four (4) inches in height: and one-half inch in thickness, assigned by such department, in a 
form clearly visible from a distance of not less than one hundred (100) yards. 
 
(c) Operation generally. Power boats shall at all times be operated at a reasonable and proper speed 
and manner, having regard for the safety of the public. 
 
(d) Speed at night regulated. Power boats shall not be operated on any inland waters within the city 
at a speed in excess of ten (10) miles per hour after 7:00 p.m. or one-half hour after sunset, 
whichever is earlier, or before 9:00 a.m. 
 
 (e) Speed close to shore regulated. Power boats shall not be operated on any inland waters within 
the city within seventy-five (75) yards of any shore line at speeds in excess of ten (10) miles per 
hour. 
 
(f) Speed close to bathing beaches regulated. Power boats shall not be operated at a speed in excess 
of five (5) miles per hour within one hundred (100) yards of a bathing beach. 
 
(g) Lights required. All boats operated after one-half hour after sunset and before one-half hour 
before sunrise shall be equipped with a light for emergency use. (Rev. Ords. 1964, secs 12-19--12-
25) 
State law reference-Motorboats and other vessels, M.G.L.A., c. 90B. 
 
Sec. 14-16. Drinking alcoholic beverages in public restricted.  
 
(a) No person shall drink alcoholic beverages as defined in chapter 138, section 1 of the General 
Laws while on, in or upon any public way, or upon any way to which the public has a right of 
access, or any place to which the public has access as invitees, licensees, park or playground, or 
private land or place without the consent of the owner or person in control thereof 
(b) All alcoholic beverages used in violation of this section shall be seized and held until final 
adjudication of the charge against the person arrested or summoned before the court. 
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(c) Whoever is found guilty of the provisions of this section shall be liable to a fine of not more 
than two hundred dollars ($200.00) for each violation. (Ord. of 12-3-74; Ord. of 2-12-80) 
 
Sec. 14-17. Trespassing on school property. 
 
(a) Whoever enters upon the school grounds and/or buildings in the city without authority after 
9:00 p.m. during the period from June first to Labor Day and after 7:00 p.m. during the period from 
Labor Day until May thirty-first, and at such time as no public activity is scheduled, or during 
daylight hours when school is not in session, shall be deemed a trespasser. This section shall 
include trespass by the operation of a bicycle or motor vehicle, including, but not limited to 
skimobile, minibike, trailbike, automobile or other powered vehicle on school grounds. 
(b) Any such trespasser shall be subject to punishment as provided in section 1-5 of these Revised 
Ordinances. (Ord. of 2-1-77) 
 
Sec. 14-18. Disturbances- Dispersing from public places; penalty. 
 
(a) Any officer authorized to make arrests may disperse, during the daytime or nighttime, any 
assembly of three (3) or more persons who are on a public sidewalk or way, or in a public parking 
lot, or in a public place; or who are in any place to which the public has a right of access, or in any 
place to which members of the public have access as invitees, and by their presence or conduct, or 
outcries, or noise, or accosting persons of either sex, or throwing missiles or any object, or being 
disorderly, or creating or threatening to create a disturbance of the peace, or interfering with the 
free flow of pedestrian or vehicular traffic to the detriment of the public welfare. 
 
(b) Persons so assembled who do not disperse when ordered, or remain within five hundred (500) 
feet of the place they were so directed to leave, may be arrested by any officer authorized to make 
arrests. Persons so dispersed who return to within five hundred (500) feet of the place they were so 
directed to leave, prior to the expiration of two (2) hours, may be arrested and charged with failing 
to disperse. 
 
(c) Any violation of this section shall be punishable by not less than one hundred dollars ($100.00) 
and not more than two hundred dollars ($200.00). Any subsequent conviction within a twelve-
month period shall be punishable by a fine of not less than two hundred dollars ($200.00). (Ord. of 
5-6-80, sec 12-10.1) 
Editor's note--At the editor's discretion, sec 12-10.1 of Ord. of May 6, 1980, has been codified herein sec 14-18. 
 
Sec. 14-19. Certain video or mechanical devices prohibited. 
 
(a) Intent. In the interest of public safety, order, general good and welfare of the community and in 
an attempt to prevent unlawful gambling by the use of certain video or mechanical devices which 
because of their design and manufacture can be used for unlawful gaming purposes, the following 
section is hereby enacted. 
 
(b) Gaming device defined.  The term "gaming device," as used in this section, shall be construed 
as meaning any device, video or mechanical, having a multiple coin in-take feature, manufactured 
and designed to be played by a single individual at any one time, which is capable of making a win 
or lose determination within seconds, based primarily on the element of chance rather than on skill, 
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whereby a win determination may entitle the player to receive money or property. Specifically 
included in this category, but without limitations, are so-called poker video machines, black jack 
video machines, and any device having similar features. 
 
(c) Possession, etc, prohibited.  The possession, or keeping, or storage of any gaming device as 
defined in this section is hereby prohibited. 
 
(d) Authorization of arrest and seizure.  A police officer observing any violation of this section 
shall have the authority to arrest without a warrant the person in charge of said establishment, or 
vehicle, and other persons present who are accomplices, and seize the gaming devices as evidence. 
 
(e) Penalty. Violators of this section shall be punishable by a fine of not less than two hundred 
dollars ($200.00) per machine or violation. 
 
(f) Forfeiture and disposal.  Gaming devices seized under this section shall be forfeited and 
disposed of in the manner provided under the provisions of Massachusetts General Law Chapter 
276. (Ord. of 5-1-84) 
Editor's note-Section 14-19 is derived from an ordinance enacted May 1, 1984. Since this ordinance did not provide for 
a specific manner of inclusion of its provisions into the Code, it has been codified as sec 14-19 at the discretion of the 
editor. 
 
Sec. 14-20. Trespassing on parks and playgrounds. 
 
(a) Whoever enters upon the grounds of any park or playground under the control of the department 
of parks and recreation between sunset and sunrise, except for purposes of attendance at a duly 
authorized public event or with the express approval of the park and recreation commission or the 
municipal council or with the express approval of the director of the park and recreation department 
or designee acting under authority from the park and recreation commission or the municipal 
council, shall be deemed a trespasser. This section shall include trespass by the operation of a 
bicycle or motor vehicle, including, but not limited to, skimobile, minibike, trailbike, automobile, 
or other powered vehicle on such grounds. 
 
(b) Any such trespasser shall be subject to punishment as provided in Section 1-5 of these Revised 
Ordinances. 
 
(c) This section shall not apply to pedestrians or operators of non-motorized bicycles making use of 
Taunton Green and Church Green. (Ord. of 12-31-84) 
Editor's note-An ordinance enacted Dec. 31, 1984, amended Ch. 14 by adding a new sec 14-19. Inasmuch as Ch. 14 
already contained a sec 14-19, the editor has redesignated these provisions as a new sec 14-20. 
 
Sec. 14-21. Hazardous waste facilities. 
 
(a) No hazardous waste facility shall be constructed, maintained, conducted or otherwise allowed 
within the City of Taunton. 
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(b) No facility for the treatment, disposal, storage, processing, alteration, production or generation 
of low-level nuclear radiation material, including low-level nuclear radiation waste, shall be 
constructed, maintained, built, conducted or otherwise allowed within the City of Taunton. 
 
(c) "Hazardous waste facilities," as used in this section, are facilities to treat, store, process, alter or 
dispose of waste that may cause, or significantly contribute to, an increase in mortality or serious 
illness in humans or animals or pose a substantial present or potential hazard to human or animal 
health or the environment when stored. 
 
(d) Nothing in this section shall be deemed to prohibit the on-site processing of waste resulting 
from otherwise lawful and permitted on-site manufacturing or other lawful activity. (Ord. Of 12-
23-86) 
Editor's note--Being not specifically amendatory of the Code, the provisions of the ordinance enacted Dec. 23. 1986, 
have been codified as a new sec 14-21. 
 
Sec. 14-22. Facilities for the treatment, storage or disposal of solid waste, sewage, garbage or 
trash restricted. 
 
(a) Excepting facilities specifically provided for by MGL Chapter 40A sec 9 and private facilities 
located on land owned by the City of Taunton and facilities that the City of Taunton owns and/or 
operates, no facility shall be constructed, maintained and/or operated within the City of Taunton for 
the treatment, processing, disposal, destruction, and/or storage whether temporary or otherwise of 
solid waste, sewage, septage, sludge, waste, garbage, trash or other refuse. 
 
(b) Any facility not owned or operated by the City nor located on land owned by the City shall be 
restricted to the treatment, processing, disposal, destruction and/or storage, whether temporary or 
otherwise, of solid waste, sewage, septage, sludge, waste, garbage, and trash originating within the 
city. 
 (Ord. of 7-25-89; Ord of 6-11-96) 
Editor's note-Section 14-22 is derived from an ordinance of July 25, 1989, which was not specifically amendatory of 
the Code. Codification herein of these provisions as Sec 14-22 has been at the editor's whimsy. 
 
Sec. 14-23. Certain physical objects on school property. 
 
(a) Prohibition. No person shall bring upon any public or private school property situated within 
the city nor have in their possession or under their custody and control on any-such school property 
any physical object which can be used as a dangerous weapon. The term "dangerous weapon" shall 
include, in addition to those objects defined by statute as dangerous weapons, any physical object 
which has not been authorized by the school's administration to be present on such school property 
or the possession, custody or control of which is specifically prohibited by the school's established 
code of discipline. 
 
(b) Penalty for violation. Violation of this section shall be punished by a fine of not less than one 
hundred dollars ($100.00) nor more than two hundred dollars ($200.00) for the first offense. Any 
second and subsequent offense shall be punishable by a fine of two hundred dollars ($200.00) 
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(c) Authority to arrest. A police officer shall have the authority to arrest without a warrant any 
person the officer has probable cause to believe has violated any provision of this section. (Ord. of 
1-12-93) 
 
Secs. 14-24-14-33. Reserved. 

 
ARTICLE II. EARTH MATERIALS REMOVAL* 

 
Sec. 14-34. Intent. 
 
It is the intent of this article to protect the best interests of the residents, taxpayers, and the 
environment of the city by: 

(1)  Allowing the removal of such sod, loam, soil, clay, sand, gravel or stone as may be 
required to be excavated for the purpose of constructing foundations for buildings or other 
allowable structures for which building permits have been issued, or for the purpose of 
constructing ways in accordance with lines and grades approved by the municipal council, 
planning board, or board of appeals, or for the purpose of constructing utilities or other 
engineering works for public service and the transferal of sod, loam, soil, clay, sand, gravel, 
or stone from one part of a lot, tract, or parcel of land to another part of the same lot, tract, 
or parcel of land in the same ownership. 
(2)  Regulating and/or prohibiting the removal of earth materials from all existing earth 
removal sites. 
(3)  Regulating and/or prohibiting the removal of earth materials from the boundaries of any 
proposed new site or the expansion of an existing site. 
(4) Prohibiting the use of land for a sanitary landfill operation unless a special permit has 
been granted by the municipal council in accordance with the provisions of this article. 
(5)  Prohibiting the removal and/or relocation of earth materials within two hundred (200) 
feet of any open body of water or wetlands as defined by Chapter 131, Section 40. 
(6)  Requiring all other permits or licenses applicable to the project which is the subject of 
the application be first obtained prior to the public hearing before the municipal council. 

(Rev. Ords. 1964, sec12-28; Ord. of 8-6-74; Ord. of 4-22-75; Ord. Of 11-9-82) 
+State law reference--Authority to regulate the removal of sod, loam, soil. sand or gravel from lands, M.G.L.A., c. 40, 
sec 21(17). 
 
Sec. 14-35. Applicability. 
 
Pursuant to the provisions of General Laws, Chapter 40, Section 21(17), the removal or relocation 
of all earth materials within the city is hereafter regulated or prohibited as herein provided. (Rev. 
Ords. 1964, sec12-28; Ord. of 8-6-74; Ord. of 11-9-82) 
 
Sec. 14-36. Earth removal board. 
 
(a) There is hereby created an earth removal board to administer and enforce this article. The board 
shall be comprised of the following department heads: city engineer, building inspector, supervisor 
of streets, health inspector, city planner, and director of conservation services. The city engineer 
shall serve as chairman of the board. The coordinator of planning and zoning shall serve as clerk 
and provide clerical support to the board. 
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(b) The board shall have the authority to see that this article is properly enforced. It shall adopt 
rules and regulations that are not inconsistent with the intent of this article and shall file such rules 
and regulations with the office of the city clerk. Copies of the rules and regulations along with the 
application form are available from the chairman of the earth removal board and the city clerk's 
office. (Rev. Ords. 1964, sec 12-28; Ord. of 8-6-74; Ord. Of 11-9-82, Ord of 7-11-2000) 
 
Sec. 14-37. Permitting procedures. 
 
(a) Existing sites. The following provisions shall apply to existing sites: 
 

(6)  If a site is found to be without a valid permit, the board shall instruct the owner of 
record to cease all operations. 
 

(b) New sites or expansion of existing sites. As to new sites or as to expansion of existing sites: 
 

(1) The board shall prepare an application form which shall require sufficient information to 
enable the council to make a rational determination of the impact of the new site.  
 
(2) All applications shall be submitted to the board together with a one hundred dollar 
($100.00) filing fee. Applicant shall also pay for cost of publishing and mailing of notices. 
 
(3)  Upon receipt of a properly executed application, the board shall forward copies to the 
following municipal agencies for review and comment within twenty-one (21) days after 
the date of filing the applications: 

(a) Planning board; 
(b) Police department; and, 
(c) Conservation commission. 

 
(4) After reviewing the comments of the above agencies, or if twenty-one (21) days elapse 
without such reviews or comments having been received, and meeting with the applicant or 
his/her agent at the proposed site, the board shall forward the application to the municipal 
council along with its recommendations and the reasons for said recommendations within 
thirty-six (36) days after the date of filing the application; provided, however, that the 
application shall not be forwarded to the council until the board has received from the 
applicant proof that he/she has obtained all other permits and licenses necessary for the 
proposed operation from all other municipal boards and agencies having jurisdiction over 
the site. Said proof shall be forwarded to the council along with the application. Any 
application submitted to the council without such proof shall be considered incomplete, and 
the council need not take any action concerning the same. 
 
(5) Upon receipt of a complete application from the board, the municipal council shall 
within sixty-five (65) days hold a public hearing on same and cause notice of same to be 
mailed by certified mail to all abutting property owners (including those across the street) of 
record in the assessor's office. Notice shall also be posted in the local newspaper at least 
fifteen (15) days prior to the date of the hearing. 
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(6)  Based on the testimony at the hearing and the board's recommendation; the council 
shall within ninety (90) days from the date of the hearing make a determination whether 
such operation is in the best interests of the city. If the determination is positive, the council 
may condition the permit so as to minimize the adverse impact of the operation, and the 
board shall be responsible for enforcing those conditions. If the determination is negative, 
the application shall he denied. 
  
(7) The council shall include the following factors in its consideration to the extent that they 
are applicable: 

a.    Groundwater table protection; 
b.   Local aquifers protection; 
c.    Aquifer recharge areas and wetlands protection; 
d.   Floodplains and lake shore protection; 
e.    One-hundred-year storm water runoff; 
f.     Eutrophication of lakes and rivers; 
g.   Erosion, sedimentation and siltation; 
h.   Soil characteristics (soil logs); 
i.     Ambient air quality; 
J.    Ambient noise levels; 
k.   Esthetic affects to the neighborhood; 
1.     Public street conditions and design, including bridges; 
m.  Population and housing densities; 
n.   Proximity to public and private educational and recreational activities; 
o.    Traffic conditions; 
p.   Off-site disposal of stump and boulders; 
q.   Accessory uses and activities; 
r.    Highest and best use of property; 
s.    Reclamation plan and property reuse; 
t.     Project schedule and operation hours; 
u.   Security; 
v.   Agricultural, historical, and archeological significance; 
w.  Significant forest and field wildlife habitats for endangered species (flora 

and fauna); 
x.   Scope and elevation (contour) impacts to the surrounding area; 
y.   Earth removal benefits to the city; and, 
z.    Operational impacts to the neighborhood and environment during site 

development, operation, closure and post closure.  
Permitted sites; amendments – That any existing permit requesting a modification of earth removal 
permit shall submit a plan showing sections completed, sections to be completed and reasons for 
the request.  The Municipal Council shall then make a determination as to whether the amendment 
is a minor or major change in the approved plan.  Minor changes shall be heard and decided by the 
Earth Removal Board without a public hearing and major changes shall require a public hearing in 
front of the Municipal Council 
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(d) Violations of sections 14-34 through 14-38 shall be punishable by a fine not exceeding three 
hundred dollars ($300.00) for each offense.  Each day a violation continues shall constitute a 
separate offense. 
 
 (e) Changes and/or amendments to the approved earth removal permit including but not limited to 
the conditions in the permit, limits of work, the reclamation plan, the time limits for completion etc. 
shall require an amendment to the permit and shall follow the requirements of (c) above. 
 
(f) Expiration of the earth removal permit shall not influence the reclamation plan which shall not 
expiration.   
(Rev. Ords. 1964, sec 12-28; Ord. of 8-6:74; Ord. of 11-9-82; Ord of 8-8-2000) 
 
Sec. 14-38. Other provisions. 
 
(a) This article shall not be deemed to prohibit the removal of such sod, loam, soil, clay, sand, 
gravel, or stone as is required to be excavated for the purpose of constructing foundations for 
buildings or other allowable structures, for which building permits have been issued, or for the 
purpose of constructing ways in accordance with lines and grades approved by the city engineer 
and the planning board, or for the purpose of constructing utilities or other engineering works for 
public service or for the construction of septic plans approved by the Board of Health” after 
“public service. Nor shall this article be deemed to prohibit the transferal, of sod, loam, soil, clay, 
sand, gravel, or stone from one part of a lot, tract, or parcel of land to another part of the same lot, 
tract, or parcel of land in the same ownership. 
 
(b) The removal and/or relocation of earth materials within two hundred (200) feet of any 
significant open body of water or wetlands, as defined by Chapter 131, Section 40, is prohibited. 
Earth removal permits presently in existence and subject to future renewal applications after the 
adoption of these amendments shall not be subject to this paragraph. (Rev. Ords. 1964, sec 12-30; 
Ord. of 11-9-82) 
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Chapter 15 
 

PARKS, RECREATION AND PUBLIC GROUNDS* 
Art. I.   In General. secs 15-1--16-19 
Art. II, Cemetery Department and Commission, secs 15-20--15-40 
Art. III.  Park and Recreation Department and Commission, secs 15- 41--16-69 
Art. IV. Reserved, secs 15-60--15-68 

 
ARTICLE I. IN GENERAL 

 
Sec. 15-1, Reserved, 
 
Editor's note--Section 15-1, pertaining to the suppression of gypsy and brown tail moth and the right of entry of the 
moth superintendent to enter private property, and derived from an ordinance of Feb. 17, 1981, was stricken by sec 1 of 
an ordinance enacted Dec. 20, 1983. 
 
Sec. 15-2. Reserved, 
 
Editor's note-Ord. of Dec. 18, 1979, repealed sec 15-2 concerning the position of assistant superintendent of parks, 
playgrounds, cemetery and moth. Former Sec 15-2 was derived from Ord. of Nov. 30, 1976. 
 
 
'Cross references-Committee on public property, Ch. 2, Art. II, Div. 2; buildings, Ch. 4; health and sanitation, Ch. 9; 
library, Ch. 11; planning, Ch. 16; streets and sidewalks, Ch. 20. 
State law reference--Public parks, playgrounds and the public domain, M.G.L.A., c. 45. 
 
Section 15-10 Parks, Cemeteries and Public Grounds Department.  
 
Notwithstanding any ordinance provision to the contrary, there is created a Parks, Cemeteries, and 
Public Grounds Department. 

(A) It shall be the function of the Department to provide the park, recreation, forestry and 
cemetery services to the City, and to provide facilities for public and private internments. 

(B) The Department shall consist of a Commissioner, to be known as the “Commissioner of 
Parks, Cemeteries and Public Grounds” (hereinafter “Commissioner”), a Commission to be 
known as the “Parks and Recreation Commission” (hereinafter “Commission”); a board to 
be known as the “Board of Cemetery Commissioners: (hereinafter “Board”); and such other 
personnel as the City Council, upon recommendation of the Mayor, shall from time to time 
authorize. 

(C) The Department shall be headed by the Commissioner of Parks, Cemeteries, and Public 
Grounds, who shall be appointed in Accordance with Chapter 569 of the Acts of 1980 and 
Section 15-43 of the Revised Ordinances of the City of Taunton. 
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1. Duties and Responsibilities; It shall be the duty and responsibility of the Commissioner; 

a. To administer the Department 

b. To maintain care of the public grounds including parks, playgrounds, 
cemeteries, the Taunton Green and all other areas presently maintained by the 
Taunton Conservation Commission, the Cemetery Commission or the existing 
Park and Recreation Department. 

c. To issue permits and licenses for the use of recreation facilities under the care of 
the Department; such licenses to include those provided for in the General Laws, 
chapter one hundred thirty-six, section four, 

d. To inform the public about the parks and recreation programs and systems; 

e. To have care and custody of Public Cemeteries with guidance from the; 

f. To supervise the conduct of internments; 

g. To apply funds deposited with the City Treasurer for the preservation, care, 
improvement or embellishment of any public burial place in accordance with 
law;  

h. To promulgate rules and regulations for the operation of the cemetery; 

i. To make appointments of Department personnel in accordance with general laws 
Chapter 31, where applicable; 

j. To perform such other duties as may be prescribed by law. 

2. The Commissioner shall have full charge of the work of the Department, and all officers 
and employees shall perform their duties under direction and control of the 
Commissioner 

3. In the administration of the Department, the Commissioner shall be responsible to and 
under the direction and control of the Mayor and Municipal Council. 

(D) In addition to the duties and responsibilities set forth in this article, the Commissioner shall 
be the executive officer of the Commission and the Board and shall perform any and all 
functions of the Commission and Board as they may lawfully delegate to him with the 
consent of the Mayor. 

(E) It shall be the duty and responsibility of the Board to advise and make recommendations to  
the Mayor, Municipal Council and the Commissioner of Parks on matters affecting the 
public cemetery , including the use of cemetery land and the conduct of internment. (Ord of 
6/29/2004) 
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Secs. 15-11-15-19, Reserved, 
 

ARTICLE: II. CEMETERY DEPARTMENT AND COMMISSION* 
 
Sec. 15-20. Commission established; term of office; appointment; vacancy. 
 
The present cemetery commission shall be abolished as of July 1, 1983. On July 1, 1983, a new 
commission shall take office which shall have all the powers, privileges and duties of the present 
commission and shall consist of five (5) members to be appointed by the mayor with the approval 
of the city council. The mayor shall initially appoint, subject to the approval of the city council, 
five (5) members with terms as follows: One for a term of one year; one for a term of two (2) years; 
one for a term of three (3) years; one for a term of four (4) years; and, one for a term of five (5) 
years respectively, from the first Monday in May next following such appointment and until their 
successors are qualified. Thereafter, as the term of office of any member expires, the mayor shall 
annually, before the first Monday of May, appoint a successor for a term of five (5) years. A 
vacancy in the commission shall be filled in like manner for the remainder of the unexpired term. 
At least one member of the commission shall be a registered embalmer or funeral director, duly 
licensed by the commonwealth or certified by a recognized board of professional certification or 
qualification, in good standing, who shall reside or maintain a place of business or a professional 
practice in funeral arts and sciences within the City of Taunton. The members of the commission 
shall serve without compensation. (Ord. of 2-17-81; Ord. of 6-21-83, sec 1) 
 
Sec. 15-21. Custody of cemeteries; election of superintendent of cemeteries. 
 
The Director of Parks and Recreation  shall be the Commissioner of Parks, Cemeteries and Public 
Grounds 
 (Ord. of 2-17-81; Ord of 6/29/2004) 
 
+Editor's note--  ord. of Feb 17. 1981, not specifically amendatory of this Code. has been codified herein as 
superseding former Art. II of Ch. 15 which pertained to similar subject matter and was derived from Rev. Ords. 1964, 
sec 13-4 - 13-8 and Ord. of June2, 1970 
 
State law reference- cemeteries and burials, M.G.L.A., c. 114.  
 
Sec. 15-22. Duties of Commissioner of Parks, Cemeteries and Public Grounds; records 
required. 
 
The Commissioner of Parks, Cemeteries and Public Grounds shall, subject to the general direction 
and supervision of the commission, take charge of the cemeteries over which he/she is appointed, 
and shall execute and enforce such orders relating thereto as the commission may from time to time 
adopt. The commission shall cause the Commissioner of Parks, Cemeteries and Public Grounds to 
keep a record of each burial and removal in the cemeteries, stating the date of death and name of 
the deceased, age, place of death, disease or cause of death, the specific location of burial and 
removal and the date thereof, in a book entitled, "The Record of Burials," to be provided by the 
city. (Ord. of 2-17-81; Ord of 6/29/2004) 
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Sec. 15-23. Deeds to lots in public cemeteries. 
 
The deeds to lots in public cemeteries shall be in such form as prescribed by the commission until 
otherwise ordered, but the price of lots unsold may be varied from time to time as the commission 
may determine. (Ord. of-17-81) 
 
Sec. 15-24. Perpetual care 
 
Any person holding or interested in any lot in a public cemetery in the city may, with the approval 
of the commission, deposit with the city treasurer any sum of money that is on the current price list 
for perpetual care/ endowment, which sum shall be entered upon the books of the city treasurer and 
forever held as a fund, the principal hereof shall not be expended, in accordance with the following 
sections of this chapter and the laws of the commonwealth now or hereafter to be enacted relative 
thereto. The person making such deposit shall at the same time designate in writing the name of the 
cemetery in which the lot to be cared for is located, the number and specific location of such lot 
and the name of the person in whom the right or title thereof stands and the city treasurer shall 
deliver to such depositor a certificate of deposit setting forth the same and the purpose of the 
deposit. (Ord. of 2-17-81; Ord of 2-20-2001) 
State law reference, Perpetual care. M.G.L.A.. c. 114. Sec 19. 
 
Sec. 15-25 Investment of city sums and perpetual care funds; application of income. 
 
(a) All sums now held by the city, and all sums received by the city treasurer under the provisions 
of section 15-24, may be deposited in some savings bank in this commonwealth (or may be 
invested in securities which are legal for the investment of funds of savings banks under the laws of 
the commonwealth). The city treasurer shall keep books in which he/she shall enter full details of 
such investments. The treasurer shall collect the income of such investments and properly credit the 
same on the books. It shall be the duty of the cemetery commission, with the advice and consent of 
the mayor, to apply the income of such investments for the preservation and care of the lots for 
which such deposits have been made, and also all sums held by the city and otherwise applicable to 
the care of particular lots in both public and private cemeteries. 
 
(b) This section will take effect in accordance with the provisions of chapter 43 of the General 
Laws. (Ord. of 2-17-81) 
 
Sec. 15-26. Disturbing cemetery monuments. 
 
(a) Prohibition. No person shall destroy, deface, damage or mark upon any monument, gravestone, 
veteran marker or any other structure or thing planned or designed as a memorial for the dead 
within the city. 
 
(b) Each incident considered separate offense. If more than one (1) gravestone, monument or 
veteran's marker is destroyed, defaced, damaged or marked in any particular incident, each 
gravestone, monument or veteran's marker affected shall be considered a separate offense. 
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(c) Placing, throwing, etc., garbage, etc., prohibited. No person shall place, throw, deposit, 
discharge or cause to be placed, thrown, deposited or discharged any trash, bottles, cans, refuse, 
rubbish, garbage, debris, scrap, waste or any other material of any kind upon any path, avenue or 
lot or upon any land within the limits of any cemetery within the city. 
 
 (d) Curfew. No person shall remain within the limits of any cemetery within the city after one-half 
hour past sunset without the consent of the chief of police or his/her designee. 
 
(e) Penalty. Any violation of the foregoing section shall be subject to a penalty of three hundred 
dollars ($300.00). (Ord. of 7-12-94) 
 
Secs. 15-27-15-40. Reserved. 
 

ARTICLE III. PARK AND RECREATION DEPARTMENT AND COMMISSION* 
 
Sec. 15-41. Commission established; term of office; appointment; vacancy. 
 
Pursuant to chapter 569 of the Acts of 1980, there shall be a park and recreation department 
(hereinafter called the department) and a park and recreation commission (hereinafter called the 
commission), consisting of five (5) members to be appointed by the mayor, with the approval of' 
the city council. The mayor shall initially appoint, subject to the approval of the city council, the 
five (5) members for terms as follows: One for a term of one year, one for a term of two (2) years, 
one for a term of three (3) years, one for a term of four (4) years, and one for a term of five (5) 
years respectively from the first Monday in May next following such appointment and until their 
successors are qualified. Thereafter, as the term of office of any member expires, the mayor shall 
annually, before the first Monday of May, appoint a successor for a term of five (5) years. A 
vacancy in the commission shall be filled in like manner for the remainder of the unexpired term. 
The members of the commission shall serve without compensation. (Ord. of 2-17-81) 
 
'Editor's note--Ord. of Feb. 17, 1981, has been codified herein as superseding the provisions of former Arts. III and IV 
concerning the park commissioners and the recreation commission and derived from Rev. Ords. 1964, secs 13-1--13-3, 
2-46--2-54, and Ord. of May 2. 1967 
Cross reference---.Administration generally, Ch. 2. 
State law reference-Selection, M.G.L.A., c. 45, sec 2. 
 
Sec. 15-42. Commission; powers, duties, control of parks and playgrounds. 
 
The commission shall be the policy-making body and shall establish policies relating to planning 
and development of all parks, playgrounds, commons and recreation programs for the city, The 
commission shall approve the annual budget requests as prepared by the director and review and 
approve all bills submitted by the director. As provided by statute (Chapter 45 of the General 
Laws), the commission shall exercise the powers and duties contained therein as to parks, 
playgrounds and public domains, and specifically as contained in Section 14 with regard to 
recreational programs, except the commission shall not make appropriations of money. (Ord. of 2-
17-81) 
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Sec. 15-43. Director of parks and recreation; appointment, term, qualifications. 
 
(a) The department shall be supervised by a director of parks and recreation, hereinafter called the 
director, who shall not be subject to Chapter 31 of the General Laws, but shall be appointed by the 
commission, subject to the approval of the mayor and city council, for a term of three (3) years or 
until a successor is appointed and qualified. 
 
(b) The director shall have a bachelors degree from a college or university of recognized standing 
with either a major in recreation, physical education and/or recreation leadership; or a major in 
parks administration or closely related field and special emphasis in physical education, recreation 
or recreation leadership; also, a minimum of three (3) years experience in recreation leadership in 
supervisory or executive work combining recreation and park responsibilities and duties. 
 
(c) The director shall be in charge of the daily operations of the department and have the following 
duties, in addition to those required by the commission, the laws of the commonwealth, and 
ordinances of the city: 
 

(1) Organize, develop and administer a full-time year-round recreation program to serve the 
needs of all age segments in the community. 
(2) Train, supervise and evaluate performance of all staff employees, recommending salary 
increases, promotions, demotions and dismissals. 
(3) Establish liaison with other municipal department heads for the purpose of coordinating 
all of the activities necessary for the proper functioning of the department. 
(4) Recommend departmental budget requests and estimates for the subsequent year and 
establish the controls necessary for proper departmental operation under current budget 
disciplines which would allude to both field staff and office staff operating controls. 
(5) Protect the worth of the total program to all interested persons both within the 
community and outside, through a purposeful and well-planned public relations program. 
(6) Direct and arrange for proper maintenance and operations of park and recreation 
facilities and equipment; with the commission, approve and coordinate the acquisition, 
planning, design and construction of parks and recreation facilities. 
(7)  Superintend the suppression of gypsy and brown-tail moths, and in carrying out said 
function may enter upon private property within the city. 
(8)  Shall assume the duties of tree warden, as defined in Massachusetts General Law 
Chapter 87, Sections 2 and 13, and shall, in carrying out said duties, enjoy all of the rights 
and duties set forth in Chapter 87 of Massachusetts General Law.  

 
All of these duties, and any others which are deemed necessary to the successful functioning of the 
departments, shall be continually reviewed and evaluated by the full membership of the 
commission. 
 
(d) The director may be removed for just cause by the commission with the approval of the mayor 
and city council. (Ord. of 2-17-81; Ord. of 12-20-83, sec 2) 
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Sec. 15-44. Division heads; appointment, term, qualification, removal. 
 
(a) After consulting with the director with regard to the qualifications necessary and the duties to be 
performed, the commission shall appoint not more than two (2) division heads who shall have such 
powers, duties and responsibilities as the commission may assign or impose and shall be subject to 
the assignments and duties given by the director. 
 
(b) They shall not be subject to Chapter 31 of the General Laws, and shall be appointed by the 
commission, subject to the approval of the mayor and city council for a term of three (3) years or 
until their successors are appointed and qualified. They may be removed for just cause by the 
commission with the approval of the mayor and city council. (Ord. of 2-17-81) 
 
Sec. 15-46. Control of school playgrounds. 
 
The care, control and supervision of all school playgrounds shall be exercised by the school 
committee. (Ord. of 2-17-81) 
 
Sec. 15-47. Control of cemeteries, separate, 
 
Nothing in this chapter shall be deemed to give the commission control of the cemeteries within the 
city. There shall be, by separate Ordinance, a cemetery commission and department. (Ord. of 2-17 
81) 
Cross reference--Cemetery department and commission. sec 15-20 et seq. 
 
Sec. 15-48. Position of mechanical equipment repairman established. 
 
There is hereby established in the park and recreation department the position of mechanical 
equipment repairman. All appointments to and salary and wage gradations of said position shall be 
made in a manner consistent with the rules and regulations of the civil service administration of the 
commonwealth for the appointment and wage or salary of a Class III Labor Service position, and 
no person shall be appointed to said position who shall not conform to the requirements of the civil 
service administration and of other appropriate statutes and ordinances relative to such position. 
(Ord. of 1-25-83, sec 1) 
Editor's note--An ordinance enacted Jan. 25, 1983, sec 1, enacted the provisions codified as  sec 15-48 above. Since 
said ordinance did not expressly amend the Code, the manner of codification has been at the editor's discretion. 
 
Secs. 15-49--15-59, Reserved. 

 
ARTICLE IV. RESERVED 

 
Secs. 15-60--15-68, Reserved. 
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Chapter 16 
 

PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT* 
Art.    I.  In General, secs 16-1-16-16 
Art.   II.  Mayor's Office of Community and Economic Development, secs16-17--16-21 
Art.   III.  Community Development Citizen's Advisory Committee, secs 16-22--16-24 
Art.   IV.  Economic Development Partnership Committee, sec 16-25 
 

ARTICLE I. IN GENERAL 
 
Secs. 16-1 Expedited Permitting Program 

Applicability: Pursuant to the City of Taunton’s adoption of MGL chapter 43D “Expedited 
Permitting”, the City of Taunton adopts the regulations and procedures outlined in this 
section.  An applicant for a project located within the Priority Development Site Overlay 
District may seek expedited review and approval in accordance with the requirements of 
this section. In such case, notwithstanding anything to the contrary contained elsewhere that 
pertains to timeframes for action by any municipal board or commission, review will be 
taken and completed within the time frame set forth herein. 
 
Definitions: 
Interagency Permitting Board, The state body, as described in MGL chapter 23A, section 
62, established to review and approve or deny municipal priority development site 
proposals and to grant and administer technical assistance grants 
 
Issuing Authority:  Any local board, commission, department, or other municipal entity of 
the City of Taunton that is responsible for issuing permits, granting approvals, or otherwise 
involved in land use development, including redevelopment of existing buildings and 
structures. 
 
Permit: A permit, formal determination, order of conditions, license, certificate, 
authorization, registration, plan approval, zoning relief or other approval or determination 
with respect to the use or development of land, buildings, or structures, required by any 
issuing authority including but not limited to those under statutory authorities contained in 
MGL chapter 40A, MGL chapter 41 section 81A to 81J inclusive, and 81x to 81GG, 
inclusive, MGL chapter 131 sections 40 and 40A, MGL chapter 111 section 26 to 32, 
inclusive, MGL chapter 40C, MGL chapter 148 sections 13 and 14, st 1975, c 772, or 
otherwise under state law or Taunton Ordinance, and all associated regulations, ordinances 
and rules, but not including building permits or approvals pursuant to MGL chapter 41 
sections 81O to 81W, inclusive.  “Permit” shall not include: the decision of an agency to 
dispose of property under its management or control or predevelopment reviews conducted 
by municipal offices. 
 
Overlay District: 
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Establishment The Chapter 43D Priority Development Site Overlay District (PDSOD), is an 
overlay district identified as land identified as Phase 4 of the Myles Standish Industrial Park 
and Phase 3 of the Liberty and Union Industrial Park 
 
Underlying Zoning The PDSOD constitutes an overlay district superimposed on all 
applicable underlying and other overlaying zoning districts. Except as from time to time 
may be limited by amendment hereto, the underlying and other overlaying zoning, and all 
requirements and procedures pertaining thereto that are not inconsistent with the following, 
shall remain in full force and effect. 
 
Expedited Permitting Board:  There shall be established an Expedited Permitting Board (the 
Board).  Said Board shall be chaired by the Director of Planning and Conservation who 
shall also serve as the Single Point of Contact as required per 400CMR2.00 Expedited 
Permitting, the Chapter 43D Regulations.  The Membership of the Board shall also include 
the Fire Chief or designee, City Clerk or designee, DPW Commissioner or designee, Board 
of Health Director or designee, Conservation Agent, and the Building Commissioner or 
designee 
 
Permitting Process:   
The Board shall provide any applicant for a project located within the PDSOD with a 
comprehensive packet of permit applications necessary for the PDSOD project.  In order to 
identify applicable permits for any project, the Board may conduct preliminary reviews or 
conferences with the applicant.  Once the applicant has submitted an application packet, the 
Board shall have 20 business days from the date of submission of the application to 
determine completeness of the application packet.  The Board shall timely notice the 
applicant by certified mail as to the completeness of the application packet.  If the Board 
fails to give such notice to the applicant within 20 business days, the application shall be 
deemed to be complete.  The 180-calendar-day review period described below shall 
commence the day after notice is mailed or at the expiration of the 20 business day period 
in cases where the Board fails to give such notice within said 20 business days. 
 
Should the Board determine that an application is incomplete, the Board shall timely notify 
the applicant in writing by certified mail with an explanation as to why the application 
packet is incomplete, and request the information necessary to complete the application.  
The resubmission of an application packet will begin a new 20-business day completeness 
review period.  Subsequent completeness decisions must be sent by certified mail and 
conform to the process outlined in the above. 
 
The Board, in coordination with all issuing authorities of the City, must complete the local 
permitting process within 180 calendar days after the certified notice of completeness is 
sent, or the 20 day completeness review period has expired and the application is deemed to 
be complete.  This period may be waived or extended for good cause upon written request 
of the applicant with the consent of the Board, or upon written request of the Board with the 
consent of the applicant. 
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The 180-day-calendar day review period may be extended by the Board for a maximum 
period of 30 days, if a previously unidentified permit or review has been determined 
necessary within the first 150 calendar days of the process.  When the Board determines 
that a previously unidentified permit is necessary, it shall send immediate notice of such 
additional requirements to the applicant by certified mail and send a copy of such notice to 
the Interagency Permitting Board.  Where public notice and comment or hearing are 
required for the previously unidentified permit, the required action date shall be not later 
than 30 days from the later of the close of the hearing or comment period, which shall be 
scheduled to commence as quickly as publication allows. 
 
The 180-calendar-day review period may also be extended when any City Issuing Authority 
determines that (1) action by another federal, state, or municipal government agency not 
subject to the Ordinance is required before the Issuing Authority may act; (2) pending 
judicial proceedings affect the ability of the Issuing Authority or applicant to proceed with 
the application; or (3) enforcement proceedings that could result in revocation of an existing 
permit for that facility or activity or denial of the application have been commenced.  In 
those circumstances, The Issuing Authority shall provide written notification to the 
Secretary and the Interagency Permitting Board by certified mail.  When the reason for the 
extension is no longer applicable, the Issuing Authority shall immediately notify the 
applicant, the Secretary, and the Interagency Permitting Board by certified mail, and shall 
complete its decision within the time period specified in this section, beginning the day 
after the notice to resume is issued by the Board. 
 
If the Board, in consultation with any Issuing Authority, determines that substantial 
modifications to the project since the application was determined to be complete pursuant to 
this section render an Issuing Authority incapable of making a decision on an application, 
an extension of the 180-calendar-day review period may be granted by the Interagency 
Permitting Board for demonstrated good cause at the written request of the Issuing 
Authority.  The Issuing Authority shall provide terms for the extension including the 
number of additional days requested.  Within ten business days of receipt of the request, the 
Interagency Permitting Board, or its designee, shall respond to the Issuing authority with an 
extension determination. 
 
If the applicant makes a substantial modification to a project for the purpose of public 
benefit, the Issuing Authority may request an extension from the Interagency Permitting 
Board, and if granted, shall make every reasonable effort to expedite the processing of that 
permit application. 
 
Permit Modifications: All issuing authorities shall make every reasonable effort to review 
permit modification requests within as short a time period as is feasible to maintain the 
integrity of the expedited permitting process.  The applicable Issuing Authority shall inform 
an applicant within 20 business days of receipt of a request whether the modification is 
approved, denied, determined to be substantial, or requires additional information for the 
Issuing Authority to issue a decision.  If additional information is required, the Issuing 
Authority shall inform an applicant by certified mail within 20 business days after receipt of 
the required additional information whether the modification is approved, denied or that 
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further additional information is required by the Issuing Authority in order to render a 
decision. 
 
Automatic Grant of Approval: Failure by any Issuing Authority to take final action on a 
permit within the 180 calendar day review period, or properly extended review period, shall 
be considered a grant of the relief requested of that authority.  In such case, within 14 days 
after the date of expiration of the time period, the applicant shall file an affidavit with the 
City Clerk, attaching the application, setting forth the facts giving rise to the grant, and 
stating that notice of the grant has been mailed, by certified mail, to all parties to the 
proceedings as defined by 400 CMR Section 2.03, and all persons entitled to notice of 
hearing in connection with the application as defined by 400 CMR Section 2.03. 
 
No issuing authority may use lack of time for review as a basis for denial of a permit if the 
applicant has provided a complete application and has met all other obligations in 
accordance with this section. 
 
Notwithstanding the aforesaid, an automatic grant of approval shall not occur; 

1. When the Board has made a timely determination that the application packet is 
not complete and the applicant does not provide the requested information 
within 90 calendar days.  In such case, The Board shall notify the Interagency 
Permitting Board of the discontinuance of the permit process; 

2. When the Board, in consultation with an Issuing Authority, has determined that 
substantial modifications to the project since the application was determined to 
be complete render the issuing authority incapable of making a decision on an 
application, except if the Issuing Authority fails to render a decision on an 
application within the time period of an extension granted by the Interagency 
Permitting Board on account of a substantial modification to the project; 

3. When the Board has determined that a final application contains false or 
misleading information.  In such event, the Board must submit a statement of 
findings to the Interagency Permitting Board by certified mail with a copy to the 
applicant by certified mail.  Pursuant to 400 CMR 2.11(c), such a finding may 
be appealed to the Land Court on a motion of the applicant.  Pending the Court’s 
ruling, the 180-calendar-day review period shall be tolled. If the Court rules in 
favor of the applicant, the 180-calendar-day review period shall resume. If the 
Court rules in favor of the City, the 180-calendar-day review period shall be 
waived.   

 
Appeals: Appeals of any issuing authority decision or of an automatic grant of approval 
shall be filed within 20 calendar days after the last individual permitting decision has been 
rendered, or within 20 calendar days after the conclusion of the 180 day period, whichever 
is later.  The 180 day period shall be increased by the number of days in any extension 
granted hereunder. 
 
Permit transfers and renewals: Permits shall not automatically transfer to successors in title, 
unless the permit expressly allows such transfer without the approval of the appropriate 
issuing authority.  Issuing authorities may develop procedures for simplified permit 
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renewals and annual reporting requirements.  If such procedures are not developed, 
renewals of permits shall be governed by the procedures and timelines specified in MGL 
Ch43D 
 
Permits issued hereto shall expire 5 years from the date of the expiration of the applicable 
appeal period unless exercised sooner.  Where permits cover multiple buildings, 
commencement and continuation of construction of one building shall prevent expiration of 
all permits on that site.  No permit issued hereunder shall be affected by changes in the law 
subsequent to the issuance of such permits.  Additionally, nothing in this section shall limit 
the effectiveness of MGL Ch 40A section 6     
 
Severability:  If any provision of this section is found to be invalid by a court of competent 
jurisdiction, the remainder of this section shall remain in full force and effect. The invalidity 
of any provision of this section shall not adversely affect the validity of the remainder of the 
City’s Ordinances and Regulations.(Ord of 6-2-2009) 

 
Secs  16-2-16-16. Reserved. 
 

ARTICLE II. OFFICE OF COMMUNITY AND ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT 
 
Sec. 16-17. Establishment of office; appointment, term. 

(a) There is hereby established within the Office of the Mayor, the Department of Economic and 
Community Development, which shall consist of two (2) divisions, Community Development and 
Economic Development.  

(b) The Mayor shall nominate, subject to appointment by the municipal council, an Executive 
Director of the Department of Economic and Community Development who shall serve for a term 
of three (3) years.  

(c) The Executive Director shall nominate a Director of Community Development and a Director of 
Economic Development; said nominations are subject to approval by the Mayor and confirmation 
by the municipal council.  Upon said nomination, approval and confirmation, each shall serve for a 
term of five (5) years.  (Ord. of 7-19-94; Ord of 4-5-2005) 

*Editor's note-An ordinance enacted July 19, 1994, amended Ch. 16 to read as herein set out. Prior 
to this amendment, Ch. 16 pertained to planning and  was derived from Rev. Ords 1964, secs 2-44 
and 2-45 and from ordinances enacted Feb. 8, 1966; May 15, 1973; July 9, 1974; Nov. 20, 1984, 
sec 1; and Oct. 1, 1985. 
Cross references-Director of conservation services, sec 2-117 et seq.;  buildings, Ch. 4; civil 
defense, Ch. 5; historic districts and commission, Ch. 10; parks, recreation and public grounds, Ch. 
15; streets and sidewalks, Ch. 20. 
State law reference-Municipal planning, M.G.L.A., c. 41, sec 81A et seq. 
tCross reference-Administration generally, Ch. 2. 
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Sec. 16·18. Duties, qualifications. 

 (a) Executive Director of Economic and Community Development 

The qualifications, duties and responsibilities of the position are those that may from time 
to time be established by the Mayor.  Notwithstanding this provision, the Executive 
Director shall have a Bachelor's degree in economics, marketing, planning, public or 
business administration or related field, and five years of increasingly responsible work 
experience in any combination of public or private business, real estate or economic 
development, including a minimum of two years managing complex projects.  

The Executive Director shall have general powers of superintendence over the department 
and all of its employees, including, but not limited to the directors of the respective 
divisions within the department. 

(b) Community Development Director:  

The qualifications, duties and responsibilities of the position are those that may from time 
to time be established and agreed upon pursuant to negotiations between the City of 
Taunton and the City of Taunton Management Association. 

The Director shall have general powers of superintendence over the division and all of its 
employees, subject to the approval and oversight of the Executive Director of the 
department. 

(c) Economic Development Director 

The qualifications, duties and responsibilities of the position are those that may from time 
to time be established and agreed upon pursuant to negotiations between the City of 
Taunton and the City of Taunton Management Association. 

The director shall have general powers of superintendence over the division and all of its 
employees, subject to the approval and oversight of the Executive Director of the 
department. (Ord. of 7-19-94; Ord of 4-5-2005) 

Sec. 16-19. Compensation and other benefits. 
 
The salary of the Executive Director shall be as determined by appropriation and contract with the 
City of Taunton.  In addition, the working conditions and other benefits of the Executive Director 
shall be established by contract with the City of Taunton.  The Community Development Director 
and the Economic Development Director and the department staff shall be compensated as 
negotiated by the mayor with the City of Taunton Management Association (COTMA), and with 
Public Employees Union Local 1144, or with other collective bargaining units as may be 
appropriate and approved by the municipal council relative to wages, hours, working conditions 
and other benefits. Staff and personnel shall not be governed under civil service provisions without 
the express approval of the mayor and the municipal council. (Ord. of 7-19-94; Ord of 4-5-2005) 
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Sec. 16·20. Staff. 
 

(a) The Staff of the department shall be determined according to the needs of the 
department as established by the Executive Director.  Said staffing levels and 
positions shall be subject to the approval of the Mayor and municipal council 
pursuant to the municipal budget process. 

(b) If there is a permanent vacancy in the position of Executive Director, that vacancy 
shall be filled as provided above for the nomination and appointment of the Executive 
Director.  If there is a permanent vacancy for either director of a division, the position 
shall be filled pursuant to the provisions of the applicable collective bargaining 
provision between the City of Taunton and the City of Taunton Management 
Association. 

(c) In the event that there is a temporary vacancy in the position of the Executive 
Director (and directors of divisions), or that there is an absence due to illness or 
vacation of the Executive Director and any director, the mayor may designate a 
municipal agency manager, who shall discharge the duties of the director during the 
vacancy. . (Ord. of 7-19-94; Ord of 4-5-2005) 

Sec. 16-21. Reserved. 
 

ARTICLE III. COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT CITIZEN'S ADVISORY COMMITTEE 
 
Sec. 16-22. Establishment; powers. 
 
There is hereby established a community development citizens' advisory committee, the purpose of 
which shall be to allow for input from low and moderate income Taunton residents who are likely 
to be assisted through the locally administered Community Development Block Grant programs, 
thereby ensuring the development of programs responsive to community needs and fostering 
greater director participation and permitting access to the governmental process by those citizens 
whom Congress intended as benefactors of these programs. The committee shall function in an 
advisory capacity only. (Ord. of 7-19-94) 
 
Sec. 16-23. Appointment; term. 
 
The committee shall be comprised of seven (7) members who shall be appointed by the mayor, 
subject to confirmation by the municipal council, and who shall serve without compensation. The 
original membership of the committee shall be as follows:  
 

(1) A minimum of four (4) members of low or moderate income according to U.S. 
Department of Housing and Urban Development income guidelines utilized by the 
Community Development department for Community Development Block Grant eligibility.  
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(2) Three (3) members from the community at large. (Ord. of 7-19-94) 
 

Sec. 16-24. Duties. 
 
The duties of the committee shall be as follows: 

(1)  Advise the community development on community needs as they evolve over time; 
(2)  Review proposals and programs from community groups, agencies and organizations 
for possible inclusion in Massachusetts Small Cities or entitlement Community 
Development Block grant applications; 
(3)  Assess the department's performance in meeting the stated goals of the Massachusetts 
Small Cities or entitlement Community Development Block grant application; and 
(4)  Assess the department's responsiveness to community needs. (Ord. of 7-19-94) 

 
ARTICLE IV. ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT PARTNERSHIP COMMITTEE 

 
Sec. 16-25. Establishment; powers. 
 
(a) Establishment. There shall be established an economic development partnership committee. 
 
(b) Composition. The economic development partnership committee will be made up of 
representatives of economic development agencies and offices in Taunton, such as the Taunton 
Industrial Development Commission, the Taunton Development Corporation, Taunton Area 
Chamber of Commerce, Heart of Taunton, and the WEIR Corporation; as well as regional agencies 
Southeastern Massachusetts Partnership, Southeastern Regional Planning and Economic 
Development District, and the Southeastern Economic Development Corporation--and local 
business leaders. 
 
(c) Meetings; purpose This committee will meet regularly to assess the city's ongoing economic 
development programs and projects, develop new strategies for economic development, and advise 
the mayor and economic development director concerning, but not limited to, retention and 
expansion of existing businesses; recruitment of new businesses; review of existing industrial and 
commercial zoning, marketing programs; business outreach activities, and neighborhood 
improvement programs. 
 
(d) Appointment of members; no authority to set policy. The economic development partnership 
committee will have no authority to set policy and its members will be appointed by the mayor. 
 
(e) Staff assistance, information. The industrial development commission will provide staff 
assistance and necessary information for the committee. (Ord. of 7-19-94) 
 
Sec. 16-26. Taunton Industrial Development Commission. 
 
(a) Membership.  There is hereby established under chapter 40 sec 8a of the General Laws an 
Industrial Development Commission consisting of fifteen (15) members  appointed by the mayor. 
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(b) Terms of office.  When the commission is first established, the members shall be appointed as 
follows; 3 members for a one year term, 3 members for a two year term, 3 members for a 3 year 
term, 3 members for a four year term, and 3 members for a five year term.  All successive terms 
after the first term by all members shall be five year terms.   Vacancies shall be filled by the mayor 
by appointment for the unexpired term 
 
(c) Duties. Pursuant to MGL Chapter 40 sec 8a 
 
(d) Compensation. All members shall serve without compensation (Ord of 8-15-2000) 
 
Sec 16-30 Conservation Ordinance 
Sec 16-30.1  Purpose 
 
The purpose of this ordinance is to protect the wetlands, water resources, and adjoining land areas 
in the City of Taunton (the “City”) by controlling activities deemed by the Taunton Conservation 
Commission (TCC) likely to have a significant or cumulative effect upon resource area values, 
including but not limited to the following: public or private water supply, groundwater, flood 
control, erosion and sedimentation control, storm damage prevention including coastal storm 
flowage, water quality, water pollution control, fisheries, shellfish, wildlife habitat, rare species 
habitat including rare plant species, agriculture, aquaculture, and recreation values, deemed 
important to the community (collectively, the “resource area values protected by this ordinance”). 
This ordinance is intended to utilize the Home Rule authority of this municipality to protect 
additional resource areas, for additional values, with additional standards and procedures stricter 
than those of the Wetlands Protection Act (G.L. Ch. 131 §40) and Regulations hereunder (310 
CMIR 10.00) (the “Act”). The Taunton Conservation Commission is empowered to protect the 
wetlands including specific interests following and to enforce and remediate damages to said 
wetlands. 
 
The City of Taunton’ s location within the Taunton River Watershed requires this ordinance to 
protect four specific concerns. These concerns, as they relate to the eight interests listed in the Act, 
are as follows. In keeping with protection of public, private and groundwater supplies, the TCC 
shall have concern with jurisdictional resources that are in Aquifer Protection Zones, as listed in the 
Zoning ordinance. In keeping with flood control and storm damage prevention, the TCC shall have 
concern with jurisdictional resources that are in flood plain districts, including those listed in the 
Zoning ordinance. In keeping with prevention of pollution, the TCC shall have concern with both 
point and nonpoint discharges, including all conservation structures connected to jurisdictional 
resources. In keeping with protection of land containing shellfish, fisheries, and wildlife habitat, the 
TCC shall have concern with jurisdictional resources found to contain commercially important 
shellfish; anadromous/ catadramous fish runs, and vernal pool species. The TCC’s concern with the 
above shall be defined as minimizing impact on said resources. (Ord of 5-8-2001) 
 
Sec 16-31. Jurisdiction 
 
Except as permitted by the Conservation Commission pursuant to the Act or as provided in this 
ordinance, no person shall commence to remove, fill, dredge, build upon, degrade, discharge into, 
or otherwise alter the following protectable resource areas: any freshwater, marshes; wet meadows; 
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bogs; swamps; vernal pools; banks; reservoirs; lakes; ponds of any size; rivers; streams; creeks; 
beaches; dunes; estuaries; lands under water bodies; lands subject to flooding or inundation by 
groundwater or surface water, lands subject to tidal action, coastal storm flowage, or flooding; and 
lands abutting any of the aforesaid resource areas as set out in §V11 (collectively the “resource 
areas protected by this ordinance”). Said resource areas and their applicable buffer zones under the 
Act, if any, shall be protected whether or not they border surface waters. (Ord of 5-8-2001) 
 
Sec 16-32. Conditional Exceptions 
 
The application and permit required by this ordinance shall not be required for emergency projects 
necessary for the protection of the health and safety of the public, provided that the work is to be 
performed by or has been ordered to be performed by an agency of the Commonwealth or a 
political subdivision thereof; provided that advance notice, oral or written, has been given to the 
Commission prior to commencement of work; provided that the Commission or its agent certifies 
the work as an emergency project; provided that the work is performed only for the time and place 
certified by the Commission for the limited purposes necessary to abate the emergency; and 
provided that within 21 days of commencement of an emergency project a notice of intent (NOI) 
application shall be filed with the Commission for review as provided by this ordinance. Upon 
failure to meet these and other requirements of the Commission, the Commission may, after notice 
and a public hearing, revoke or modify an emergency project approval and order restoration and 
mitigation measures. 
 
Other than stated in this section, the exceptions provided in the Act shall not apply under this 
ordinance. (Ord of 5-8-2001) 
 
Sec 16-33. Regulations 
 
After public notice and public hearing, the Commission shall promulgate rules and regulations to 
effectuate the purposes of this ordinance effective when voted and filed with the town or city clerk. 
Failure by the Commission to promulgate such rules and regulations or a legal declaration of their 
invalidity by a court of law shall not act to suspect or invalidate the effect of this ordinance. 
 
At a minimum these regulations shall define key terms in this ordinance not inconsistent with the 
ordinance and procedures governing the amount and filing of fees, costs and fines. (Ord of 5-8-
2001) 
 
Sec 16-34. Enforcement 
 
No person shall alter jurisdictional areas protected by this ordinance, or cause, suffer, or allow such 
activity, or leave in place unauthorized fill, or otherwise fail to restore illegally altered land to its 
original condition, or fail to comply with a permit or an enforcement order issued pursuant to this 
ordinance. 
 
The Commission, its agents and the director shall have authority to enter upon any privately owned 
land for the purpose of performing their duties under this ordinance and may make or cause to be 
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made such examinations, surveys, or sampling as the Commission deems necessary, subject to the 
constitutions and laws of the United States and the Commonwealth. 
 
The Commission shall have authority to enforce this ordinance, its regulations, and permits issued 
there under by violation notices, administrative orders in accordance with Mass. General Laws CH. 
40 Section 21D as accepted by the City of Taunton and civil and criminal court actions. Any person 
who violates provisions of this ordinance and/or regulations may be ordered to restore the property 
to its original condition and take such other action deemed necessary to remedy such violations, or 
may be fined as outlined in the fee schedule and incorporated as part of Mass. General Laws 
Chapter 40, Section 21D.  
 
Upon request of the Commission, the mayor and city solicitor shall take legal action for 
enforcement under civil law. Upon request of the Commission, the chief of police shall take legal 
action for enforcement under criminal law 
As an alternative to criminal prosecution in a specific case, the Commission may issue citations 
under the noncrimninal disposition procedure set forth in G.L. CH. 40 Sec 21D, which has been 
adopted by the City in section 1-5.1  of the general ordinances. (Ord of 5-8-2001) 
 
Sec 16-35. Burden of Proof 
 
The applicant for a permit shall have the burden of proving by a preponderance of the credible 
evidence that the work proposed in the permit application will not have unacceptable significant or 
cumulative effect upon the resource area values protected by this ordinance. Failure to provide 
adequate evidence to the Commission supporting this burden shall be sufficient cause for the 
Commission to deny a permit or grant a permit with conditions. (Ord of 5-8-2001) 
 
Sec 16-36. Appeals 
 
A decision of the Commission shall be reviewable in the Superior Court in accordance with G.L. 
Cli. 249 §4. (Ord of 5-8-2001) 
 
Sec 16-37. Relation to the Wetlands Protection Act 
 
This ordinance is adopted under the Home Rule Amendment of the Massachusetts Constitution and 
the Home Rule statutes, independent of the Act there under. (Ord of 5-8-2001) 
 
Sec 16-38. Severability 
The invalidity of any section or provision of this ordinance shall not invalidate any other section or 
provision thereof, nor shall it invalidate any permit or determination, which previously has been 
issued. (Ord of  5-8-2001) 
 

Article V Abatement of Taxes, Interest, and Penalties Pursuant to G.L. Ch. 59, Sec59A 
 
Sec. 16-41 Authority 
This Ordinance is hereby established upon acceptance by the City of Taunton Municipal Council 
pursuant to Massachusetts General Laws Chapter 59, Section 59A. 
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The Mayor, subject to the final approval of the Municipal Council, is hereby authorized pursuant to 
provisions of GL Chapter 59, Section 59A to designate the City Solicitor to negotiate agreements 
regarding the payment of outstanding real estate taxes, interest and penalties, including abatements 
of those amounts determined by the City to be needed by the property owner to clean up and 
redevelop property contaminated within the meaning of GL Chapter 21E. 
 
Said agreement shall include, but not be limited to, the amount outstanding, the percent of interest 
to accrue if determined applicable by the City and the property owner, the description of 
quantifiable monthly payments, the inception date of such payments, the date of final payment, late 
penalties, and other contractual obligations arranged between the City and the property owner and 
the agreement may contain additional incentives, financial and otherwise, as may be deemed 
appropriate to facilitate the development of eligible sites. (Ord of 6-17-2003) 

Sec. 16‐42 Approval 

Any agreement negotiated pursuant to Section 16-41 must be approved by the Municipal Council, 
after consultation with the Board of Assessors, and signed by the property owner, the City Solicitor 
and the Mayor and the same shall be notarized and attested to by the City Clerk. (Ord of 6-17-
2003) 

Sec. 16‐43 Property Subject to an Agreement 

Said agreements must deal with property or portion of the property from or at which there has been 
a release of oil and other hazardous material(s) and the said property is zoned for commercial or 
industrial use. (Ord of 6-17-2003) 

Sec. 16‐44 Eligible Owner 

An agreement may be entered into only with a property owner who did not own the property or 
portion thereof at the time the oil or other hazardous material(s) was released and said owner did 
not cause or contribute to its release. (Ord of 6-17-2003) 
 
16-45 Eligible Owner  
An agreement in addition to the requirements of Section 16-41, shall include a detailed statement, 
and evidence supporting the same, that there exists adequate financing to accomplish the clean up 
of the oil or other hazardous material(s) contaminating the property or portion thereof and that the 
reduction in outstanding taxes, interest and/or penalty is reasonably necessary in order to complete 
the clean up of said contamination.  
 
Any proposed agreement not complying with the above requirement shall not be approved by the 
Municipal Council. (Ord of 6-17-2003) 

Sec 16‐46 Filing of Agreement 

A copy of any agreement executed as required in Section 16-42 shall be provided to the following: 
a. Property Owner 
b. Municipal Council 
c. City Clerk 
d. Board of Assessors 
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e. Massachusetts Commissioner of Revenue 
f. Massachusetts Department of Environmental Protection  
g. Unites States Environmental Protection Agency, Regional Office, which includes the 

Commonwealth of Massachusetts (Ord of 6-17-2003) 

Sec. 16‐47 Effective Date 

All validity- executed agreements shall take effect upon filing of the above copies 
(Ord of 6-17-2003) 
 

Article VI Planning and Conservation Department 
Sec. 16-48. Establishment of office; appointment. 
 
There is hereby established the Planning and Conservation Department the function of which shall 
be to provide support services, general administration and oversight of the development and 
redevelopment of land within the City of Taunton including but not limited to planning, zoning, 
and conservation.  The Office shall provide support services for the Planning Board, Zoning Board 
of Appeals and the Conservation Commission.  The Office shall also provide general interpretation 
and administration of the City of Taunton Zoning Ordinance, The Planning Board Rules and 
Regulations, the City of Taunton Wetland Ordinance and any other relevant local Ordinance as 
well as all relevant State and Federal Statutes relating to said local Ordinances (which include but 
are not limited to the Zoning Enabling Act MGL Ch 40A, Subdivision Control MGL Ch 41, 
Comprehensive Permits MGL Ch 40B, the Wetlands Act, and the Rivers Protection Act).  
 
All applications for the position of Director of Planning and Conservation shall be reviewed by a 
committee comprising the Chairperson of the Zoning Board of Appeals, Planning Board, and 
Conservation Commission, President of the Municipal Council and the Director of Personnel or 
their designees.  The committee shall provide recommendations to the Mayor The Mayor shall then 
nominate, and the Municipal Council shall appoint, a Planning and Conservation Director 
(“Director”). The Director shall be removable for just cause. Vacancies shall be filled in a like 
manner.  The Director shall serve for a term of three (3) years or until a successor is chosen and 
qualified.  
 
The Director shall appoint a Conservation Services agent.  The Conservation Commission shall 
provide a recommendation by submitting a ranked list of all qualified applicants for the position of 
Agent to the Director.(Ord of 6/29/2004) 
 
Sec. 16·49. Planning and Conservation Director- Duties, qualifications. 
 
(1) Director Qualifications. Bachelor's degree in land use planning or a related field with five (5) 
years experience in a related position is required.  A masters degree and AICP certification is 
preferred. 
 
(2) Duties. The Director shall supervise and oversee the day to day operations and all personnel of 
the Planning and Conservation Department.  The Director shall function at the department head 
level and shall report administratively to the Mayor and Municipal Council.  The Director shall 
represent the city's interest in all matters pertaining to land use planning, zoning administration and 
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other related land development or redevelopment matters. This position requires integral work and 
coordination of Municipal Departments reviewing development proposals for the Planning Board, 
Zoning Board of Appeals, Development Impact Review Board, and Municipal Council.  Other 
duties shall include performing planning studies related to zoning issues, writing revisions to the 
Zoning Ordinance and meeting with developers and citizens regarding development issues.  
Qualified applicants shall possess a good working knowledge of State Statutes related to planning 
and zoning (Chapters 40A, 40B, and 41), the ability to analyze development proposals, good 
writing and communications ability and a thorough knowledge of site planning and design 
principles, accepted building practices, be adept at reading specifications and blueprints and have a 
general knowledge of building codes.  In addition, in relation to the Americans with Disabilities 
Act (ADA), applicants must be knowledgeable in evaluating current services, policies and 
practices, making available to the public information regarding Title II of the ADA and its 
applicability to the services, programs, and activities of the City of Taunton, determining policy 
and setting standards for program accessibility for the City of Taunton including financial 
implications, develop a transition plan for the structural changes in public facilities, maintain 
communication and assist local independent living center and commission on individuals with 
disabilities, review plans of new buildings and alterations to existing public buildings and 
determine which laws apply, and update the transition plan continuously  The Director shall be 
responsible for preparing, controlling and administering the annual budget of the Planning and 
Conservation Department which shall include all funds related to the operation of the Department 
and support of the Planning Board, Zoning Board of Appeals, and Conservation Commission.  The 
Director shall also control, administer and account for any and all federal, state or private funds, 
grants, or other donations available or donated to the Planning Board, Zoning Board of Appeals, 
and/or Conservation Commission. .(Ord of 6/29/2004) 
 
Sec 16-50 Conservation Agent 
(1) Agent Qualifications. Bachelor's degree in environmental management/ natural resource 
protection or a related field is required.  Professional experience or a masters degree is preferred. 
 
(2) Duties. The Conservation Agent shall report to the Director of Planning and Conservation and 
all duties shall be carried out under the direction of the Director. The Agent shall coordinate and 
represent the City’s interest in all matters pertaining to conservation, natural resources, and 
wetlands.  It shall be the Agent’s duty to advise, represent the City’s interests, and effect all 
practicable coordination between the Mayor, Municipal Council, the City’s various Departments, 
Boards, Commissions, agencies and official or unofficial bodies with respect to all problems which 
may arise concerning conservation, wetlands, and natural resources.  The agent shall serve on 
municipal boards and confer with such public officials and with such private citizens as may 
consult the Agent from time to time for the purpose of facilitating the presentation of matters 
involving natural resources or wetland areas to the conservation commission or other body having 
appropriate jurisdiction over the same.  The agent shall, in addition, serve as the wetlands 
enforcement officer acting with the advice and consent of the conservation commission. The agent 
shall perform other duties as required and shall act in the Director’s capacity in the event of his/ her 
absence.    .(Ord of 6/29/2004) 
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Sec. 16-51. Staffing/ Compensation and other benefits. 
 
The Director, Conservation Agent and the staff shall be compensated as negotiated by the Mayor 
with the City of Taunton Management Association (COTMA), and with Public Employees Union 
Local 1144, or with other collective bargaining units as may be appropriate and approved by the 
Municipal Council relative to wages, hours, working conditions and other benefits. Staff and 
personnel shall not be governed under civil service provisions without the express approval of the 
Mayor and the Municipal Council. 
 
The Planning and Conservation Director may add such other staff as he/she deems necessary with 
the approval of the Mayor and the Municipal Council, subject to the availability of funds.(Ord of 
6/29/2004) 
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Chapter 17 
 

POLES, WIRES AND CONDUITS* 
Art. I. In General, secs 17-1--17-29 
Art. II. Street Excavations, secs 17-30--17-31 
 

ARTICLE I. IN GENERAL 
 
Sec. 17-1. Inspector of wires, 
 
(a) Every three (3) years the city council shall appoint an inspector of wires for the term of three (3) 
years. 
 
(b) The inspector of wires shall devote substantially all of his/her time to performing his/her duties 
as inspector of wires. No person shall be appointed inspector of wires unless he or she has been 
duly licensed as a journeyman electrician for at least four (4) years. The inspector of wires may be 
removed for cause by the city council after a hearing held for that purpose. The inspector of wires 
shall work under the direction of the superintendent of buildings. 
 
(c) It shall be the duty of the inspector of wires to see that all laws, ordinances, and regulations 
relative to wires are strictly enforced and he/she shall have all the duties and obligations and 
authority provided in General Laws, chapter 166, section 32 as said statute may be from time to 
time amended. 
 
(d) Annually, in the month of January, the inspector of wires shall report to the municipal council 
all of his activities including the amount of fees collected. (Ord. of 9-18-73) 
.Cross reference--planning, Ch. 16; streets and sidewalks, Ch. 20. 
State law reference--Telephone and telegraph companies and lines for the transmission of electricity, M.G.L.A., c. 166. 
 
Sec. 17-2. Location of poles, wires and conduits; plans to accompany petition for permission 
to locate. 
 
A company incorporated for the transmission of intelligence by electricity or by telephone or fiber 
optics whether by electricity or otherwise, or for the transmission of electricity for lighting, heating 
or power desiring to construct lines for such transmission upon, along, under and across the public 
ways shall in writing petition the municipal council for permission. All such petitions shall be 
accompanied by a plan showing the proposed locations drawn to a scale of not more than one 
hundred fifty (150) feet to the inch. (Rev. Ords. 1964, sec 15-1; Ord of 8-8-2000) 
State law reference--location of wires, M.G.L.A., c. 166, sec 22. 
 
Sec. 17-3. Public hearing on petition for location of poles, etc. 
 
A public hearing shall be held on the petition, pursuant to section 17-2, and written notice of the 
time and place of the hearing shall be mailed at least seven (7) days prior thereto by the city clerk 
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to all owners of real estate abutting upon that part of the way upon, along, across or under which 
the line is to be constructed, as such ownership is determined by the last preceding assessment for 
taxation. (Rev. Ords. 1964, sec 15-2) 
State law reference--Public hearing required, M.G.L.A., c. 166, sec 22. 
 
Sec. 17-4. Grant of location by municipal council. 
 
After a public hearing as referred to in section 17-3, the municipal council may by order grant to 
the petitioner a location for such line, pursuant to section 17-2, specifying therein where the poles, 
piers, abutments or conduits may be placed, and in respect to overhead lines may also specify the 
kind of poles, piers or abutments which may be used, the number of wires or cables which may be 
attached thereto, and the height to which the wires or cables may run. (Rev. Ords. 1964, sec 15-3) 
State law reference--Similar provisions, M.G.L.A.. c. 166, sec 22. 
 
Sec. 17-5. Increase in number of wires or cables after grant. 
 
After the erection or construction of such lines, pursuant to section 17-2, the municipal council 
may, after giving the company or its agents an opportunity to be heard, or upon petition of the 
company without notice or hearing, by order permit an increase in the number of wires or cables, 
and direct an alteration in the location of the poles, piers, abutments or conduits or in the height of 
the wires or cables. (Rev. Ords. 1964, sec15-4) 
State law reference--Similar provisions. M.G.L.A., c. 166, sec 22. 
 
Sec. 17-6. Where poles to be set. 
 
On streets where curbstones are set, all poles shall be erected in the sidewalk within or adjoining 
the curbstone, and where there are no curbstones the poles shall be erected so as not to interfere 
with the gutter or with the curbstones that may thereafter be set there. No pole shall be set within 
ten (10) feet of any hydrant. No pole shall be set in a manner that provides less than 36 inches of 
clear space for the path of travel along the sidewalk in conformance with the Architectural Access 
Board and American’s with Disabilities Act regulations (Rev. Ords. 1964, sec 15-5; Ord of 8-8-
2000) 
 
Sec. 17-7. Erection of poles to be under supervision of inspector of wires; erection of poles. 
 
Wires for municipal purposes may be attached to any poles or structures within the streets of the 
city under the supervision of the inspector of wires but no poles shall be erected in any street, way 
or public place by any board, officer, agent or servant of the city except by order of the municipal 
council designating the location thereof, and such erection shall be under the supervision of the 
inspector of wires. (Rev. Ords. 1964, sec15-6) 
 
Sec. 17-8. Installation and protection of wires. 
 
A person, owning or operating a line of wire over or under streets or buildings, shall use only 
strong and proper wires safely attached to strong and sufficient supports and insulated at all points 
of attachment; shall remove all wires the use of which is abandoned; shall properly insulate every 
wire where it enters a building, and, if such wire is other than a wire designed to carry an electric 
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light, heat or power current, shall attach to it at a proper point in the circuit, near the place of 
entering the building, and so situated as to avoid danger from fire, an appliance adapted at all times 
to prevent a current of electricity of such intensity or volume as to be capable of injuring electrical 
instruments or of causing fire from entering the building by means of such wire beyond the point at 
which such appliance is attached; and shall properly insulate every wire within a building designed 
to carry an electric light, heat or power current. (Rev. Ords. 1964, sec15-7) 
State law reference--Similar provisions, M.G.L.A., c. 166, sec 30. 
 
Sec. 17-9. Name of owner to be attached to poles. 
 
All persons shall plainly mark each pole, pier, abutment or other fixture supporting wires or cables 
containing wires over streets or buildings with the name or initials of the owner of such pole, pier, 
abutment or other fixture. Wherever crossarms or other appliances for the support of wires or 
cables belonging to different owners are attached to the same pole, pier, abutment or other fixture, 
every such crossarm or other appliance shall plainly be tagged or marked with the name or initials 
of the owner thereof. Wherever wires or cables belonging to different owners are attached to the 
same crossarm or other appliances for the support of wires or cables, every wire or cable shall be 
tagged or marked with the name or initials of the owner at or near its point of attachment to such 
crossarm or other appliance. (Rev. Ords. 1964, sec15-8) 
State law reference--Similar provisions, M.G.L.A., c. 166, sec 31. 
 
Sec. 17-10. Reservation of right by city to use poles and conduits. 
  
Telephone, cable, electric, and any other communication/ information company shall provide on 
each pole one gain space, free of charge, for use of the city and in the case of underground conduits 
one conduit shall be reserved for such usage. (Rev. Ords. 1964, sec15-9; Ord of 8-8-2000) 
 
Sec. 17-11. Permit required to connect electricity. 
 
No person shall connect with a current of electricity any wires or system of wiring intended for the 
transmission of electricity for light, heat or power in any building until such wires or system of 
wiring have been inspected by the inspector of wires and approved by the inspector, and a written 
permit issued by the inspector to make such connection. The provisions of this section shall apply 
to all public and private electrical systems which are now or may hereafter be installed. (Rev. Ords. 
1964, sec 15-10) 
 
Sec. 17-12. Employees of public utilities to have certificates or badges; display of certificates 
or badges. 
 
Every employee, official or agent in the employ of any telegraph, telephone or electric company 
shall be furnished by the company with a certificate or badge of their authority to act therefor, 
which shall be shown whenever access is desired to any premises; and no such employee, officer or 
agent who refuses or fails to exhibit such certificate or badge shall enter upon any premises within 
the city upon any business of the company appertaining to the laying or repairing of lines over, 
under or along such premises. (Rev. Ords. 1964, sec15-11) 
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Sec. 17-13. Leaving pieces and loose ends of wires on streets prohibited. 
 
No person shall allow pieces of wires to be left on the surface of any street or sidewalk, or permit 
unused coils or loose ends of wire to remain attached to any pole or crossarm more than twenty-
four (24) hours. (Rev. Ords. 1964, sec15-12) 
 
Secs. 17-14--17-29. Reserved. 

 
ARTICLE II. STREET EXCAVATIONS FOR CONDUITS 

 
Sec. 17-30. Bond required; conditions of bond. 
 
No permit to disturb the surface of a street for the purpose of installing conduits shall be granted 
until such company has executed a bond to the city in the sum of ten thousand dollars ($10,000.00) 
with surety or sureties to be approved in writing by the city solicitor, with the following conditions: 

(1) That such company will indemnify and save harmless the city against all damages, costs 
and expenses whatsoever to which the city may be subjected in consequence of the acts or 
negligence of such company, its agents or servants, or in any manner arising from the rights 
and privileges granted it by the city. 
(2) That the company will, as soon as a conduit is constructed, remove thereto or install 
therein such wires as it is intended to accommodate; and shall remove all wires from any 
conduit, the license to use which has been revoked by the municipal council. 
(3) That the company will forthwith make any changes in its conduits, manholes or holes 
that the municipal council, after notice and hearing, may order. 
(4) That such company will fulfill all the requirements imposed by the municipal council in 
granting its permit, and will give a new bond of like import at any time required by the 
municipal council, which new bond shall be a strengthening bond unless the surety or 
sureties on former bonds are expressly released from further liability by vote of the 
municipal council.  
(5) Procedures for obtaining permits and repairing trenches shall conform to the 
requirements of sections 20-67 through 20-73 (Rev. Ords. 1964, sec15-13; Ord of 8-8-
2000) 

 
Sec. 17-31. Revocation and alteration of permit. 
 
Any authority granted by the municipal council may, after notice and hearing, be revoked or altered 
at any time without liability on the part of the city therefor; but in case any location in any street 
shall be revoked, a substitute location in some other street that will, in the opinion of the municipal  
council,  accommodate  the  service shall  be granted. (Rev. Ords. 1964, sec15-14) 
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Chapter 18 
 

POLICE 
Art.  I, In General, secs18-1--18-22 
Art. II. Chief, secs 18-23--18-44 
Art. III. Department, secs 18-46--18-61 
 

ARTICLE I. IN GENERAL 
 
Sec. 18-1. Police aid to other cities. 
 
The police department is authorized to leave the city and go to the aid of another city or town at the 
request of that city or town in the suppression of riots or other forms of violence therein. (Rev. 
Ords. 1964, sec 5-4) 
State law reference-Authority, M.G.L.A., c. 40, sec 8G. 
 
Sec. 18-2. Oath of office; bond of chief of police. 
 
All of the police officers shall be duly sworn before entering upon the duties of their respective 
offices. (Rev. Ords. 1964, sec16-8; Ord of 8-8-2000) 
 
Sec. 18-3. Duties of police at fires. 
 
The chief of police or such subordinate officers as the chief shall direct shall, in case of fire, repair 
to the place thereof and in conjunction with the fire chief or other officer there in command 
diligently attend to the keeping of the public peace, the prevention of thefts and the loss or injury of 
property, and the removal of all persons suspected of invading the lines formed thereat. (Rev. Ords. 
1964, sec 16-10) 
 
Cross references-Administration, Ch. 2; fire prevention and protection, Ch. 7; miscellaneous offenses, Ch. 14. 
State law references--Police officers generally, M.G.L.A., c. 41, secs 96--101; powers and duties of police officers 
generally, M.G.L.A., c. 41, sec 98;  state and other police. M.G.L.A., c. 147. 
 
Sec. 18-4. Constables. 
 
The municipal council may elect, in accordance with the General Laws, such constables as it deems 
proper, in accordance with the terms of this section, who shall first be duly sworn before entering 
upon the duties of their office. The following provisions shall apply in the election of constables: 
 
(1) Application. The applicant shall make application to the municipal council as follows: 
 
"APPLICATION FOR APPOINTMENT AS CONSTABLE 

Taunton, Mass., ____________  , 19__ 
Gentlemen of the Municipal Council,  

Taunton, Mass. 



 City of Taunton Revised Ordinances 

2010 Printing 1/5/2010                                       Chapter 18  Page 329 
 

I. (Name) _______________________________________  
(Address) _______________________________________ 
(Occupation) _______________________________________ 

 
 of the City of Taunton, hereby requests an appointment as a constable for the City of Taunton, for 
the year ending the first Tuesday in February 197_ in accordance with General Laws, chapter 41, 
(Ter. Ed.) as amended by chapter 128, Acts of 1933. 
 
My reasons for desiring such appointment are as follows: 
Date of Birth   __________       Place of Birth-_________________ 
Are you a Citizen?________________ 
Have you ever been convicted of any offense in any Court? 
 
If so, state when, the nature of the offense, and the disposition of the case. 
 
Did you serve as a Constable last year? _______   To your knowledge, was there any complaint 
filed against you during your term? _________  If so by whom, the reasons and disposition of the 
complaint. 
 

APPLICANT 
We, citizens of the City of Taunton, hereby state that the above named applicant is to our 
knowledge and belief of good moral character. 
Name           Address        Occupation 
The Taunton Police Department does object to the granting of said application 

does not 
. 

Taunton Police Department 
.                                         By:____________________Chief." 
 
(2) Interview.  The applicant shall appear personally before the committee on police and licenses to 
show cause why he should be appointed a constable. 
 
(3) Approval by chief of police. The application shall be approved by the chief of police relative to 
the applicant's police record. 
 
(4) Term. The term of office shall be for three (3) years only from the date of appointment. 
 
(5) Removal. The municipal council, after hearing, may remove a constable from office prior to the 
completion of said term for conduct unbecoming a constable, gross misconduct, or other just cause. 
 
(6) Uniform  and  badge.  A  constable  shall  have  the permission of the chief of police and the 
committee on police and licenses to wear a police uniform and no other badge, other than a badge 
marked Constable, shall be worn by such constable. 
 
(7) Appointment  of nonresidents.  Nothing contained herein shall prohibit the municipal council 
from appointing as a constable an employee of the city who is not a resident of the city; provided, 
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however, that no nonresident of the city shall be appointed as a constable unless the chief of police 
states in writing to the municipal council that the public safety and convenience of the citizens of 
the city would be injuriously affected if such nonresident applicant were not appointed. 
 
8. Fee; the application fee shall be $30.00 (Rev. Ords. 1964, sec 16-20; Ord. of 11-17-70; Ord. of 
5-25-76; Ord of 2-20-2001) 
State law reference-Appointment of constables, M.G.L.A., c. 41, secs 91-91B) 
 
Sec. 18-5. Powers  and  duties  of auxiliary  police force. 
 
Persons appointed to the auxiliary police force shall exercise and perform all of the powers and 
duties of police officers of the police department of the city; provided, that such powers and duties 
shall not be exercised or performed by such persons appointed to the auxiliary police force except 
while they are on active duty and displaying an authorized badge or other insignia after being 
called to such duty by the head of the police force of the city to meet a situation which, in his/her 
opinion, cannot be adequately handled by the regular police force and by the reserve police force. 
(Rev. Ords. 1964, sec 16-21; Ord. of 3-9-65) 
 
Sec. 18-6. School traffic supervisors. 
 
(a) The chief of police may designate one or more of such constables as are also custodians 
employed by the school department of the city to be school traffic supervisors, who shall control  
pedestrian and vehicular traffic at such locations as the chief of police shall assign. Each such 
supervisor shall be equipped with a traffic belt, cap, coat badge and hat shield, furnished by the 
chief of police.  
 
(b) In addition to the foregoing, the municipal council shall appoint school traffic supervisors who 
shall be under the general supervision and direction of the chief of police.  
 
(c) The number of said school traffic supervisors may from time to time be determined by the 
municipal council. (Rev. Ords. 1964, sec 16-22; Ord. of 5-28-68; Ord. of 9-18-73) 
 
Secs. 18-7--18-22. Reserved. 
 
 

ARTICLE II. CHIEF* 
 
Sec. 18-23. Duties generally. 
 
(a) Except as may be otherwise provided by contract with the collective bargaining representative 
of the members of the department, the chief of police shall have the general charge and supervision 
over his/her subordinate officers and members of his/her department and over all constables when 
engaged in the same service, or whenever directed thereto by the mayor and municipal council, and 
shall forthwith report to the mayor and municipal council any violation or neglect of duty by any of 
such officers. The chief shall from time to time pass through the streets, lanes, alleys, squares and 
public grounds of the city to observe all nuisances, obstructions or impediments therein or on the 
sidewalks thereof, and any violation of any ordinance or statute relating thereto. The chief shall 
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forthwith report to the supervisor of streets any defect or want of repairs which may be discovered 
in any public streets, ways, bridges or sidewalks. The chief shall receive all complaints against any 
person for any breach of the laws or of the ordinances of the city. The chief shall promptly and 
efficiently prosecute all offenders and by all proper means secure convictions and the chief shall 
enforce and carry into effect all laws and city ordinances and shall be vigilant in detecting any 
breach thereof. 
 
(b) The chief of police shall be in charge of and be responsible for all detention facilities of the city, 
including the so called lock-up and he/she shall receive no additional compensation for his/her 
duties as keeper of the lock-up. (Rev. Ords. 1964, sec 16-3; Ord. of 12-30-68; Ord. of 5-15-73) 
 
Sec. 18-25. Chief of police to be agent of board of health. 
 
The chief of police shall enforce all ordinances and orders of the municipal council and all 
regulations and orders of the board of health relating to sickness, nuisances and sources of filth 
existing within the limits of the city and affecting the comfort or health of the inhabitants thereof, 
and shall cause such nuisances and sources of filth to be abated, in compliance with such 
ordinances, orders or regulations and with the laws of the commonwealth. (Rev. Ords. 1964, sec16-
5) 
 
Sec. 18-26. Chief of police to assist collector of taxes 
. 
The chief of police and subordinate officers shall under the direction of the collector of taxes, assist 
in the collection of taxes. (Rev. Ords. 1964, sec 16-6) 
 
Sec. 18-27. Records required of chief of police; reports. 
 
The chief of police shall keep or cause to be kept at the police station an exact record of all 
complaints made by the chief or any officer under his/her control, for any violation of the laws, the 
provisions of these Revised Ordinances or city ordinances, and of all arrests made, with a complete 
description of the person arrested, the cause of such arrest, the name of the officer making such 
arrest, and the disposition made of the case with the circumstances thereof. Such record shall be 
kept in a book furnished by the city, and shall at all times be open to the inspection of the mayor  
and municipal council; and shall be delivered by the chief of police to the successor in office. The 
chief shall, whenever required, make a full report in writing of the proceedings of the office to the 
mayor and municipal council, containing an exact account of all fees received by him/her or his/her 
subordinate officers as officers or agents of the city. (Rev. Ords. 1964, sec  16-7) 
 
Sec. 18-28. Rules and regulations for department. 
 
The chief of police shall, at least once during his/her term of office, recommend for adoption rules 
and regulations for the government, disposition and management of the police consistent with the 
laws and with the ordinances of the city, subject to the approval of the mayor and municipal 
council. The chief of police shall, upon the execution of a contract between the city and the 
collective bargaining representative of the members of the department, and upon any amendment of 
such contract, recommend for adoption additions and amendments to such rules and regulations so 
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as to be consistent with such contract or amendments to such contract, subject to the approval of 
the mayor and municipal council. (Rev. Ords. 1964, sec 16-11; Ord. of 12-23-68) 
 
Secs. 18-29--18-44. Reserved. 
 

ARTICLE III. DEPARTMENT+ 
 
Sec. 18-45. Composition; rank; appointment; responsibility; reserve force; clerk. 
 
(a) The police department shall consist of a chief of police, three (3) captains, eight (8) lieutenants, 
fourteen (14) sergeants, and such number of patrolmen, including women, and office clerks as the 
municipal council may from time to time determine, and such number of reserve officers as may be 
allowed under the civil service laws. The officers of the department shall rank in the order named 
above. The chief of police shall be appointed by a majority of the members of the municipal 
council from those persons who have qualified under the civil service eligible list of the city in  
accordance with civil service laws, rules and regulations. The force of reserve officers of the police 
department, subject to any requirement of civil service laws,  shall consist of such number as the 
municipal council shall from time to time determine, and appoint. There shall be such number of 
parking control officers, commonly called meter maids, as the municipal council shall from time to 
time determine, and appoint.  Their duties shall be to enforce parking rules and regulations and 
related matters, under the general supervision and direction of the chief of police. All appointees 
before assuming their duties and before receiving any compensation shall submit to the chief of 
police a certificate of physical fitness duly signed by a physician. Thereafter said parking control 
officers shall annually no later than April first, submit to the chief of police a certificate of physical 
fitness duly signed by a physician. Any parking control officer may be removed from office for 
cause. 
 
(b) Except as may be otherwise provided by contract with the collective bargaining representative 
of the members of the department, the chief of police, subject to the civil service laws, rules and 
regulations, shall be responsible for the conduct and administration of the police department, to the 
mayor and municipal council. In case of alleged irregularities in the department, misconduct or 
maladministration on the part of the chief of police or misconduct of any of his/her subordinates, 
officers or patrolmen, such infractions shall be reported at once in the first instance to the mayor as 
chief executive of the city and by him/her, without unreasonable delay, to the municipal council. 
 
(c) The captains, lieutenants, sergeants and patrolmen, and the officers of the reserve force, shall be 
elected by the municipal council, subject to the civil service laws, and shall hold office during good 
behavior. The clerk shall be appointed by the chief of police. The whole time of the chief and of all 
subordinate officers and of the clerk shall be at the service of the city except as otherwise provided 
from time to time by contract. (Rev. Ords. 1964, sec 16-1; Ord. of 12-30-68; Ord. of 5-25-71; Ord. 
of 11-1-71; Ord. of 10-1-73; Ord. of 3-22-77; Ord. of 5-23-78; Ord. of 9-30-80; Ord. of 3-11-86; 
Ord. of 12-13-88; Ord. of 5-16-89; Ord of 9-5-2000) 
State law reference-Reserve police force, M.G.L.A., c. 147, secs 11-13. 
+Cross reference--Fire department, Ch. 7, Art. 1I. 
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Sec. 18-46. Officer in charge in absence or death of chief of police. 
 
In the absence or death of the chief of police, the next senior officer of the department in length of 
service and who is qualified therefor under the rules and regulations of the civil service, and if no 
officer is so qualified, then the senior officer in length of service as a senior officer shall assume 
and perform all the regular duties of the chief of police, and be clothed with all authority now 
vested in the chief of police under the General Laws, the provisions of this Revision and the 
ordinances of the city, until the return of the chief of police to his/her duties, or the appointment of 
a successor to the chief of police, in the event of his/her death. (Rev. Ords. 1964, sec 16-9; Ord. of 
8-29-72) 
 
Sec. 18-47. Duties--Captains and lieutenants. 
 
The captains and lieutenants shall, under the direction of the chief of police and of the mayor and 
municipal council, perform and aid in any and all such duties and have all such powers as are 
prescribed for the chief of police, and may act as day or night police. The chief of police with 
his/her subordinate officers shall have and perform all the powers and duties of watch and ward as 
provided by law, subject to the direction of the mayor and municipal council. (Rev. Ords. 1964, 
sec16-12) 
 
Sec. 18-48. Same--Desk duties. 
 
The chief of police may assign any officer or member of the police department to perform those 
duties ordinarily associated with and in accepted police department terminology known as "desk 
duties," the officer or member of the department in charge thereof-being designated "desk officer" 
and such other special duties pertaining to the administration of the police department as may, in 
the chief’s judgment, be deemed necessary or desirable as contributing to its efficiency. (Rev. Ords. 
1964, sec 16-13) 
 
Sec. 18-49. Same--Accounting for fees by captains and lieutenants. 
 
The captains and lieutenants shall pay over to the chief of police all fees and moneys received by 
them as officers or agents of the city, and the chief of police shall once a month pay over the same 
to the city treasurer together with all such fees and moneys received in any manner as aforesaid. 
(Rev. Ords. 1964, sec16-14)  
 
Sec. 18-50. Suspension generally; hearings; records. 
 
Any member of the department who shall neglect or refuse to perform his/her duty, or be guilty of 
disorderly conduct, or conduct prejudicial to good order or discipline, or conduct unbecoming a 
member of the department, or who is absent without leave, or disobedient to a superior officer, or 
guilty of cowardice, or shirking duty, or of any violation of the rules, regulations or ordinances 
governing the department may be suspended by the chief, who shall forthwith file a written report 
thereof, and charges against the member, with the city clerk addressed to the municipal council. 
Charges in writing may be filed with the municipal council against any officer or member of the 
department by the mayor, a member of the municipal council, an officer of the department, or any 
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citizen. When charges are filed by the mayor or a member of the municipal council such person 
filing the charges shall be excused from sitting in judgment thereon. The municipal council may by 
vote at any time remove, suspend for a definite period, demote, discipline or penalize any and all  
officers and members of  the department for just cause, in which case the city clerk shall cause to 
be delivered to such officer or member a written notice thereof stating the action of the council and 
the reason therefor. In all cases of suspension or charges against an officer or member of the 
department the municipal council shall, in accordance with the provisions of civil service laws, 
give a hearing thereon and take such action as it shall deem proper. Complete records of all 
suspensions, removals, disciplinary action and penalties against an officer or member of the 
department shall be kept at headquarters. (Rev. Ords. 1964, sec 16-15) 
 
Sec. 18-51. Schedule of working hours. 
 
(a) Notwithstanding any other provisions of this chapter or the rules and regulations of the police 
department, the schedule of working hours for members of the police department shall be as 
follows: 

(1) First relief: Roll call at 12:45 a.m. to 8:15 a.m. 
(2) Second relief: Roll call at 8:15 a.m. to 5:15 p.m. 
(3) Third relief: Roll call at 5:15 p.m. to 12:45 a.m. 
 

 (b) Parking control officers shall work not more than forty (40) hours a week, on such schedule as 
may be determined by the chief of police. 
 
(c) The police matron shall work a minimum of twenty (20) hours weekly or shall be contracted for 
twenty (20) hours weekly on such schedule as may be determined by the chief of police. (Rev. 
Ords. 1964, sec 16-16; Ord. of 10-1-73; Ord. of 6-21-88) 
 
State law reference--Five (5) day and forty (40) hour weeks for police, M.G.L.A., c.147, sec 17B. 
 
Sec. 18-52. To be exempt from duty during vacation. 
 
During the period of vacations, police officers shall be exempt from duty at a police station or other 
place, but otherwise shall be subject to all laws, rules and regulations relating to members of the 
police department. (Rev. Ords. 1964, sec16-17) 
 
Sec. 18-52.1. Vacation pay upon retirement or termination. 
 
All employees of the police department shall be entitled to vacation pay upon termination or 
retirement computed as follows: The computation of vacation pay shall be made on a calendar-year 
basis with the employee being credited with each completed month since the January first prior to 
the date of his/her retirement or termination. The employee shall be credited with the final month 
of employment if retirement or termination occurs after at least one-half (1/2) Of that particular 
month has passed. (Ord. of 3-3-80, sec 16- 17.1) 
 
Editor's note--At the editor's discretion. Sec 16-17.1 of Ord. of March 3, 1980, has been codified as sec 18-52.1. 
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Sec. 18-53. Paid holidays. 
 
All members of the police department, except the chief of police, shall receive paid holidays as 
stipulated in the most recently agreed upon provisions of the Taunton Police Patrolmans 
Association contract or the Taunton Police Supervisory Personnel Association, as applicable.  The 
Chief of Police shall have a contract agreed upon under the provisions of MGL Ch 41 section 108, 
O. Notwithstanding the provisions of General law Chapter 41 section 108O, said contract shall be 
negotiated, ratified and confirmed by the Municipal Council. The Municipal Council shall delegate 
negotiations to the Mayor.  The Mayor shall meet with the Municipal Council to establish 
parameters for the police chief’s contract prior to negotiations. 
. (Rev. Ords. 1964, sec16-18; Ord. of 12-17-68; Ord. of 8-24-71; Ord. of 1-27-76; Ord of 9-5-2000) 
 
Sec. 18-54. Longevity pay. 
 
Effective July 1, 1976, any patrolman or officer of the police department who has obtained 
creditable service in the contributory retirement system shall be granted a longevity increase in 
addition to their regular salary in the amount set forth in the most recently agreed upon provisions 
of the Taunton Police Patrolmans Association contract or the Taunton Police Supervisory 
Personnel Association, as applicable. The Chief of Police shall have a contract agreed upon under 
the provisions of MGL Ch 41 section 108, O. Notwithstanding the provisions of General law 
Chapter 41 section 108O, said contract shall be negotiated, ratified and confirmed by the Municipal 
Council. The Municipal Council shall delegate negotiations to the Mayor.  The Mayor shall meet 
with the Municipal Council to establish parameters for the police chief’s contract prior to 
negotiations.  
(Rev. Ords. 1964, sec 16-19; Ord. of 8-24-71; Ord. of 12-13-77; Ord of 9-5-2000) 
 
Sec. 18-55. Wage differential. 
 
Wage differential for any patrolman or officer of the police department shall be as set forth in the 
most recently agreed upon provisions of the Taunton Police Patrolmans Association contract or the 
Taunton Police Supervisory Personnel Association, as applicable. The Chief of Police shall have a 
contract agreed upon under the provisions of MGL Ch 41 section 108, O. Notwithstanding the 
provisions of General law Chapter 41 section 108O, said contract shall be negotiated, ratified and 
confirmed by the Municipal Council. The Municipal Council shall delegate negotiations to the 
Mayor.  The Mayor shall meet with the Municipal Council to establish parameters for the police 
chief’s contract prior to negotiations (Rev. Ords. 1964, sec 16-19A; Ord. of 12-13-77; Ord of 9-5-
2000) 
 
Sec. 18-56. Overtime pay. 
 
Any police officer, including an officer of rank shall be entitled to and receive overtime pay and 
follow the procedures for overtime duty as stipulated in the most recently agreed upon provisions 
of the Taunton Police Patrolmans Association contract or the Taunton Police Supervisory 
Personnel Association, as applicable. The Chief of Police shall have a contract agreed upon under 
the provisions of MGL Ch 41 section 108, O. Notwithstanding the provisions of General law 
Chapter 41 section 108O, said contract shall be negotiated, ratified and confirmed by the Municipal 
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Council. The Municipal Council shall delegate negotiations to the Mayor.  The Mayor shall meet 
with the Municipal Council to establish parameters for the police chief’s contract prior to 
negotiations (Rev. Ords. 1964, sec 16-23; Ord. of 12-17-68; Ord. of 8-24-71; Ord of 9-5-2000) 
 
Sec. 18-57. Court-time pay. 
 
Any officer who attends a show-cause hearing or a criminal case pending in the district court, 
juvenile court or superior court as a witness for the commonwealth at a time when he would not be 
regularly scheduled to be on duty shall receive additional pay as stipulated in the most recently 
agreed upon provisions of the Taunton Police Patrolmans Association contract or the Taunton 
Police Supervisory Personnel Association, as applicable. The Chief of Police shall have a contract 
agreed upon under the provisions of MGL Ch 41 section 108, O. Notwithstanding the provisions of 
General law Chapter 41 section 108O, said contract shall be negotiated, ratified and confirmed by 
the Municipal Council. The Municipal Council shall delegate negotiations to the Mayor.  The 
Mayor shall meet with the Municipal Council to establish parameters for the police chief’s contract 
prior to negotiations (Rev. Ords. 1964, sec 16-24; Ord. of 12-30-68; Ord. of 6-23-70; Ord. of 8-15-
72; Ord of 9-15-2000) 
State law reference-Compensatory time off or pay for court attendance by police officers, M.G.L.A., c. 262, sec 53C. 
 
Sec. 18-58. Temporary service out of rank pay. 
 
(a) Any member of the city police department temporarily assuming the duties and responsibilities 
of the chief of police, the commanding officer of a relief or any officer of rank (sergeant, lieutenant 
or captain) shall receive the pay of that rank for all time spent performing those duties and 
responsibilities from the time he/she assumes them until he/she is relieved of them. Such pay, 
which, for the purpose of this article shall not include vacation pay, shall be computed on the basis 
of a five (5) day work week. 
 
(b) Any member of the city police department who is injured or becomes ill in the line of duty 
while working in a higher rank shall be compensated at the rate established for such rank for the 
duration of his/her absence from the job because of such injury or illness. (Rev. Ords. 1964, sec 16-
25; Ord. of 12-23-68; Ord. of 8-24-71) 
 
Sec. 18-59. Education  increments  and  reimbursement. 
 
(a) All members of the city police department shall be granted increases in their base salaries for 
the attainment of educational credits in accordance with the provisions of chapter 41, section 108L, 
of the General Laws of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts as it may be amended from time to 
time. 
 
(b) In addition, all members of the city police department shall, until such time as they accumulate 
ten (10) points as defined in such chapter 41, section 108L, receive ten dollars ($10.00) per year for 
each semester hour for which a passing grade is received. 
 
(c) The city shall reimburse all members of the police department who attend any such courses for 
the expenses which they incur in the purchase of textbooks and for the registration fees required for 
such courses. (Rev. Ords. 1964, sec 16-26; Ord. of 6-23-70; Ord. of 8-24-71) 
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Sec. 18-60. Uniform allowance. 
 
All permanent uniformed members of the police department, including plainclothes officers of the 
police department, (not including members of the traffic division, clerks, mechanics, custodians, 
reserves and members of the call force) shall receive an annual uniform allowance as stipulated in 
the most recently agreed upon provisions of the Taunton Police Patrolmans Association contract or 
the Taunton Police Supervisory Personnel Association, as applicable. The Chief of Police shall 
have a contract agreed upon under the provisions of MGL Ch 41 section 108, O. Notwithstanding 
the provisions of General law Chapter 41 section 108O, said contract shall be negotiated, ratified 
and confirmed by the Municipal Council. The Municipal Council shall delegate negotiations to the 
Mayor.  The Mayor shall meet with the Municipal Council to establish parameters for the police 
chief’s contract prior to negotiations (Rev. Ords. 1964, sec 14-13B; Ord. of 12-13-77; Ord of 9-5-
2000) 
 
Sec. 18-61. Sick leave. 
 
Each police officer shall be entitled to sick leave as stipulated in the most recently agreed upon 
provisions of the Taunton Police Patrolmans Association contract or the Taunton Police 
Supervisory Personnel Association, as applicable. The Chief of Police shall have a contract agreed 
upon under the provisions of MGL Ch 41 section 108, O. Notwithstanding the provisions of 
General law Chapter 41 section 108O, said contract shall be negotiated, ratified and confirmed by 
the Municipal Council. The Municipal Council shall delegate negotiations to the Mayor.  The 
Mayor shall meet with the Municipal Council to establish parameters for the police chief’s contract 
prior to negotiations. (Rev. Ords. 1964, sec 16-27; Ord. of 7-7-70; Old. of 8-24-71; Ord of 9-5-
2000) 
 
Section 18-70 Police Alarm System Malfunctions; Defined, Fines 
 
(a) Definition- For purposes of this ordinance, a false police alarm shall be defined as any false 
police alarm caused by; 
 

1. The operation of a faulty alarm; 
2. A faulty control panel or associated equipment; 
3. An action by an employee of the owner or occupant of the protected premises or a 
contractor employed by the owner or the occupant, causing accidental activation of the 
internal police alarm system. 

 
False police alarms caused by acts of God, including but not limited to power outages, hurricanes, 
tornadoes, earthquakes, thunderstorms, or adverse or atmospheric disturbances shall not be subject 
to fines.  When the malfunction is caused by a defect in the building which results in leakage and 
accidental activation, such activation shall be considered a false police alarm. 
 
(b) Applicability- This ordinance shall apply to all private police alarm systems connected to the 
police department through a central station system or other automatic means, ie, automatic 
telephone dialers.  For purposes of this section, a multi-structure complex owner and/or operated by 
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one owner, association, trust, corporation, tenant association, or condominium association shall be 
deemed to be one-location alarm. 
 
(c) Upon the recording of the third false alarm by the police department within the period of one (1) 
calendar year, the Chief shall notify the owner of the building of such fact by certified mail and 
shall include the department's policy with regard to fines assessed for false alarms. 
 
(d)   Fines shall be assessed as follows: 

Fourth through sixth false alarm. ........$100.00 
Seventh through eleventh false alarm.....$200.00 
Each false alarm after the eleventh. ..,..$300.00 
 

The Chief, with respect to religious and non-profit organizations only, shall have the discretion to 
waive a fine on a case-by-case basis. A decision by the Chief to waive a fine on any one particular 
occasion shall not bind the Chief to make a similar or contrary decision on any other occasion 
 
(e) Property owners will be billed once a month for the previous month's false alarm activity.  If 
payment is not received within thirty (30) days, a second notice will be sent.  If payment is not 
received within a second thirty-day period, the Police Chief may seek a criminal complaint in 
Taunton District Court for violation of this ordinance and failure to pay the fines assessed, or  
proceed  with  non-criminal  disposition  of  the  matter  in accordance with M.G.L. Chapter 40, 
Section 21D. 
 
(f) Appeal Procedure - Any Police alarm system owner who is aggrieved by an action taken by the 
Police Chief under this ordinance may, within ten (10) days after notice of such action file an 
appeal in writing to the Municipal Council.  The Council shall hold a hearing within thirty days and 
shall forthwith issue a written decision in which it affirms, annuls, or modifies the action taken by 
the Police Chief.  Said decision shall be mailed by Certified Mail to the owner and filed with the 
City Clerk within ten (10) days after hearing.  The decision of the Council shall be a final 
administrative decision.  The owner shall have thirty days from the date of the filing of the written 
decision in the Office of the City Clerk to seek judicial review in a court of competent jurisdiction. 
 
(g) Regulations and enforcement - The Police Chief may promulgate such regulations as may be 
necessary to implement this ordinance.  The Police Chief is authorized to pursue such legal action 
as may be necessary to enforce this ordinance. 
 
(h) Severability - The provisions of this ordinance shall be deemed to be severable, and, if any of 
its provisions shall be held unconstitutional by any court of competent jurisdiction, the decision of  
such court shall not affect or impair any of the remaining provisions. (ord of 7-18-95; Ord of 5-27-
2003) 
 
Sec 18-71 Penalty on Overdue Police Detail Invoices 
 
1) Any individual, business, corporation, agency or unincorporated association who hires a police 
detail shall be responsible for payment of the invoice for detail services within thirty (30) calendar 
days from the date the service was provided or thirty (30) days after an invoice for services is 
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postmarked, whichever is later.  Interest shall begin to accrue and be charged on any balance 
remaining unpaid after the expiration of the thirtieth (30th) day (as described above).  Interest shall 
be charged beginning the thirty-first (31st) day and continuing each day thereafter. At a rate of 14%, 
per annum compounded daily. 
 
2) The local licensing authorities shall not issue, transfer or renew any existing license, permits for 
any individual, business, corporation, agency or unincorporated association who has unpaid detail 
monies due to the municipal corporation 
 
3) Notwithstanding any other provision of these ordinances, any individual, business, corporation, 
agency, or unincorporated association who has had two or more delinquencies greater than sixty 
(60) days in the past five years, will be required to prepay any amount which, in the estimation of 
the Police Chief, shall amount to approximately 75% of the anticipated cost of the detail work to be 
provided. 
 
(4) All applicants who apply for police details shall sign a contract for services which contains the 
terms of the section.  Failure to sign may result in denial of details and appropriate licenses or 
permits, but the failure of any applicant to sign such a contract shall not prevent the provisions of 
this section from applying to said applicant. 
 
(Ord of 4-23-2002; Ord of 6/1/2004) 
 
Sec. 18-72 Administrative costs for police tows 
 That vehicles towed for accidents, arrests, road hazards, vehicles, illegally on the road, and all 
other lawful tows that must be inventoried by an officer who authorizes the tow that a $20.00 
administrative fee be charged to the owners of the towed vehicle when they seek a signed release 
from the department to pick up their vehicle. 
(Ord of 8-5-2003) 
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Chapter 19 

 
SEWERS AND DRAINS* 

 
Sec. 19-1. Committee on department of public works to have charge of main drains and 
common sewers; hearing on laying common sewers; notices of hearing. 
 
The committee on the department of public works shall permit or make and maintain all such main 
drains and common sewers as they adjudge to be necessary for the public convenience or the public 
health, through the public streets or through the lands of any person and may repair the same 
whenever it is necessary. All such drains and sewers shall be the property of the city, but no 
common sewer shall be laid until each person whose property abuts on such sewer, or on the street 
in which the same is to be laid, has had an opportunity to be heard in relation thereto, and the 
department of public works commissioners shall notify and hear all owners of land abutting upon 
such sewer or streets. Written notices, giving the time and place for meeting and hearing all parties 
interested, shall be delivered upon such owners at least seven (7) days before the hearing, by 
leaving the same at the last and usual place of abode of the several owners, unless delivered to such 
owners in hand or to their tenants or authorized agents; and if any such owners have no such abode 
in the city, and no tenant or authorized agent therein known to the committee, or if, being a resident 
of the city, he/she is not known as such to the committee, such notice shall be posted up in some 
public place in the city seven (7) days at least before such hearing or, if such main drain or 
common sewer be in a public street or highway, such notice of the time and place of such hearing 
may be given by publishing such notice two (2) times in some newspaper published in the city, the 
last publication to be at least seven (7) days before the date of such hearing. (Rev. Ords. 1964, sec 
17-1; Ord of 8-8-2000) 
 
+Cross references-City engineer to have custody of plans pertaining to sewers, sec 2-101; buildings and building 
regulations, Ch. 4; planning, Ch. 14; streets and sidewalks, Ch. 20; water, Ch. 22. 
 
State law references-Sewers, drains and sidewalks, M.G.L.A., c. 83; selection of sewer commissioners, M.G.L.A., c. 
41, sec 63; powers of sewer commissioners, M.G.L.A., c. 41, sec 65. 
 
Sec 19-1.1 Definitions 
 
Common sewer- any sewer line or service that services more than one owner (Ord of 8-8-2000) 
 
Sec. 19-2. Supervisor of sewers. 
 
(a) There shall be a supervisor of sewers who shall be under the direct control of the commissioner 
of public works and shall report to him/her. The supervisor shall have administrative control and be 
the operational head of the sewer division. 
 
(b) The supervisor shall be appointed and removed pursuant to section 19.1(d) of the city charter. 
(Ord of 8-8-2000) 
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Sec. 19-3. Procedure at hearings for laying common sewers; measurement of damage. 
 
At the time and place appointed and notified as aforesaid the committee on the department of 
public works shall meet and hear all parties interested, and if requested shall view the premises. If 
the committee on the department of public works shall adjudge that the public convenience or the 
public health require that such sewer be constructed, they shall proceed to lay out the same, and if 
land is taken for the same shall flu the boundaries and measurements thereof, and the damages, if 
any, sustained by any person in his/her property. (Rev. Ords. 1964, sec 17-2; Ord of 8-8-2000) 
 
Sec. 19-4. Regulation of private drains or sewers. 
 
No person shall construct, alter or repair any private drain or sewer or sewer connection in any 
public street or way, unless authorized so to do by the  supervisor of sewer division. (Rev. Ords. 
1964, sec 17-3; Ord of 8-8-2000) 
 
Sec. 19-5. Commissioner of public works to be notified of street openings. 
 
Before entering upon and digging up any  street or way for the purpose of constructing, altering or 
repairing any drain or sewer or making any sewer connection therein, in accordance with the 
provisions and requirements of sections 20-67 through 20-73 or person so entering upon such street 
or way shall give notice in writing to the commissioner of public works. (Rev. Ords. 1964, sec17-4; 
Ord of 8-8-2000) 
 
Sec. 19-6. Connection with main drains. 
 
No person shall enter a drain directly or indirectly into a common sewer and/or drain, except as 
provided in the following Sections. 
A.   For industrial uses the requirements of Section 19-21 thru 19-37 as amended. 
B.   Sections 19‐50 thru 19‐51 for illicit connections to the Municipal sewer system. 
C.    Sections 19-40 thru 19-49 for illicit discharges to the Municipal storm drain system. 
. (Rev. Ords. 1964, sec 17-5; Ord of 8-8-2000; Ord of 7/19/2005) 
 
Cross reference-Ordinance regulating the use of public sewers, sec 19-21. 
State law reference-Connection with sewers, M.G.L.A., c. 83, sec 11. 
 
Sec. 19-7.  Connection to sanitary sewer line, responsibility; charges. 
 
(a) All connections of sewer facilities to the public sewer system shall be built, repaired, installed 
and maintained by the owner of the land that the facilities shall service. In the event of a plugged-
up or backed-up sewer line, any work required between the public sewer line acid the building shall 
be the responsibility of the owner of the building or property. The property owner shall contact a 
licensed installer (as hereinafter set forth) for such repairs, installations, maintenance and clean up. 
 
(b) The supervisor of the sewer division shall assess the following charges to owners of property 
for initial sewer service connection to such property: 

(1)  Existing Dwelling house, per unit.............. . . . . ........... $500.00 
(2)  Existing Condominium property, per unit....................  $500.00 
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(3)  Existing Industrial/ Commercial/ institutional property  .$1,000.00 
(4)  New construction tie-in fees …………………….  $2,500.00 
 

(d) Dedication of receipts- All fees generated and collected under this section shall be dedicated to 
a sewer improvements and shall be deposited in a capital improvement fund dedicated for that 
purpose  
(e) Mandatory Backwater Valves to be installed on any new building sewer or sewer lateral     

installation, alteration, or repair to existing building sewers or sewer lateral. 
 
 (1) Materials, construction, diameter – All bearing parts of backwater valves shall be of 

corrosion-resistant material and shall be constructed in such a manner so as to provide a 
mechanical seal against backflow.  Backwater valves, when fully opened, shall have an 
effective opening not less than that of the pipes in which they are installed. 

 
  As a requirement of every backflow valve, a clean-out with a minimum of a 4” diameter 

shall be installed on the discharge side of the backflow valve.  The unit itself may not be 
used as a cleanout.                

 
(2) Location – Backwater valves shall be installed in a location that provides easy access 

for service and repairs.  Backwater valves located outside the foundation wall will 
require a sign reading “backwater valve installed” and be located above the main clean-
out for the building. 

 
(3) Correction upon sale or transfer  -  Except as hereinafter provided, no person shall sell, 

transfer, or convey any improved real property that is connected to the City of Taunton 
sewer system without first installing or conforming to the ordinance.  

 
 (4) Approval – The Plumbing Inspector shall approve all backwater valves prior to 

installation. 
(Ord. of 12-29-81; Ord. of 7-1-86, sec 2; Ord. of 10-21-86; Ord of 8-8-2000; Ord of 8-5-2003; ord 
of 7-17-2007) 

 
Sec. 19-7.1. Specification for private sewers; grade; approval of material. 
 
All private sewers connecting with common sewers shall be installed in conformance with the 
sewer rules and regulations on file in the sewer division. They shall be laid to a uniform grade, to 
be approved by the city engineer; and the materials used shall be approved by the supervisor of the 
sewer division. (Rev. Ords. 1964, sec17-6; Ord of 8-8-2000) 
 
Sec. 19-8. Connection of steam exhausts regulated. 
 
No exhaust from steam engines or blow off from boilers shall be allowed to enter or be connected 
with any main drain or common sewer without permission in writing from the committee on the 
department of public works. (Rev. Ords. 1964, sec17-7) 
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Sec. 19-9. Interference with main drains and common sewers by other utility lines regulated. 
 
Whenever any street shall be opened for laying or repairing of water and/or gas pipes, or for other 
purposes, the work shall be executed so as not to obstruct the course, capacity or construction of an 
existing or proposed main drain or common sewer; and whenever such pipes, or any other work of 
construction, shall be found to exist in such location as to interfere with a main drain or common 
sewer, the person having charge of the same shall, on notice, at once remove, change or alter such 
pipes or work of construction in a manner satisfactory to the committee on the department of public 
works; and if such person refuses or neglects so to do the committee on the department of public 
works may make or cause to be made such removal, change or alteration at the expense of such 
person. (Rev. Ords. 1964, sec 17-8; Ord of 8-8-2000) 
 
Sec. 19-10. Catch basins. 
 
The building, cleaning, repairing and maintenance of catch basins shall be under the supervision of 
the committee on the department of public works and shall be chargeable to the appropriation for 
that purpose. The building and maintenance of the pipe from catch basins to a public drain or 
common sewer, and trapping the same, shall be under the supervision of the committee on the 
department of public works and shall be chargeable to the appropriation for sewer maintenance. 
The location of all new catch basins shall be under the direction of the city engineer. No person 
shall place or deposit in any catch basin any liquid, animal, vegetable or solid matter. (Rev. Ords. 
1964, sec 17-9) 
 
Sec. 19-11. Assessments. 
 
The committee on the department of public works may make and establish such rates of assessment 
and annual charges or rents for the construction, entering, maintenance and operation of the system 
of sewerage as they shall deem just and proper, in conformity with the general and special laws of 
the commonwealth. They shall, at the time of delivering to the city treasurer/ collector for 
collection any list of sewer assessments or rental charges, give to the city auditor a written 
statement of the total amount thereof; and they shall forthwith give to the city treasurer and the city 
auditor a written statement in detail of all abatements or cancellations made by them. All 
assessments for construction of the sewers shall be held to the credit of the sewer loan sinking 
funds. (Rev. Ords. 1964, sec 17-10; Ord of 1-14-2003) 
 
Sec. 19-12. Records and accounts. 
Deleted. (Rev. Ords. 1964, sec 17-11; Ord of 8-8-2000) 
State law reference-Assessment for sewer construction, M.G.L.A., c. 83, sec 14. 
 
Sec. 19-13. Limitation in dumping of septic waste; evidence of prepayment required; charge 
for dumping; penalty for violation. 
 
(a) There shall be no dumping of trucked septic waste at the Taunton Wastewater Treatment Plant 
other than of septic waste collected within the City of Taunton, the Town of Raynham or the Town 
of Dighton. 
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(b) No sewage or effluent shall be accepted from any septic haulers except upon evidence of 
prepayment. evidence of prepayment shall be in such form as may be designed and approved by the 
commissioner of public works from time to time. The charge for the dumping of trucked septic 
waste shall be established and changed from time to time by the committee on the department of 
public works. 
(Rev. Ords. 1964, sec 17-12; Ord. of 4-3-79; Ord. of 12-11-90; Ord of 8-8-2000) 
 
Sec. 19-14. Licensed installers; defined, application fee, approval. 
 
All new sewers, connections and repairs of all existing sewers or connections shall be made only 
by installers licensed to perform such work in the city. Application forms and qualification 
requirements for installers shall be set forth by the municipal council DPW committee. An 
application fee of one hundred fifty ($150.00) shall be paid by each installer at the time of filing his 
application. Applications shall be renewed every year. (Ord. of 12-29-81; Ord of 8-8-2000) 
 
Sec. 19-15. Emergency work; authorization, charge. 
 
In an emergency, if a property owner is unable to contact a licensed installer, the city, within its 
limited capabilities, may, but shall not be compelled to, perform the necessary work for which the 
city shall be reimbursed in full. The labor-cost reimbursement shall be based on the actual cost to 
the city. (Ord. of 12-29-81; Ord. of 8-21-84) 
 
Sec. 19-16. Repair work; limit of responsibility. 
 
Should the city perform services as referred to in Section 19-15, such as the installation of new 
sewer pipe or the repair of old sewer pipe on private property, the City of Taunton shall not be 
responsible for the replacing of grass, shrubs, damaged driveways or walks. (Ord. of 12-29-81) 
 
Sec. 19-17. Sewer caps; available location. 
 
Sewer cleanout caps in all buildings shall not be covered up by concrete, debris or otherwise 
concealed and must be accessible at all times. The city shall not be responsible for replacement of 
paneling that obstructs access to a cleanout cap. No caps of the so called "fit-all" type shall be 
installed as a permanent cap. It shall be the responsibility of the property owner to remove, at 
his/her expense, any illegal trap which currently exists on the sewer line in the basement of his/her 
house. (Ord. of 12-29-81) 
 
Sec. 19-18. Inspection rights; authorization for. 
 
The DPW commissioner, DPW sewer superintendent, city engineer and other duly authorized city 
employee, bearing proper credentials and/or identification, shall be permitted to enter all private 
properties for the purpose of inspection, observation, testing and/or repair and maintenance of any 
sewer line. Aforementioned duly authorized city employees shall be permitted to enter all private 
properties through which the city holds a duly negotiated easement for the purpose of, but not 
limited to, inspection, observation, measurement, sampling, repair and/or maintenance of any 
portion of the sewage works lying within said easement. (Ord. of 12-29-81; Ord of 8-8-2000) 
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Sec. 19-19. Sewer Rates/ Sewer user charges; late penalty. 
 
(a) In the event that charges for sewer service are not paid within thirty (30) days after rendition of 
the bill for such service, such charges shall be deemed and are hereby declared to be delinquent. 
 
(b) To all such delinquent charges there shall be added an additional sum as a late charge to be 
computed as follows: The sum of fifteen (15) percent per annum compounded monthly on the 
unpaid balance computed as of the date due; or, the flat rate of five dollars ($5.00) for each and 
every thirty-day period or part thereof that the bill remains unpaid computed as of the date due; 
whichever amount is greater 
 
(c)        That the rates for minimum quarterly/monthly billing and metered flow be as follows: 
 
Section 1: Minimum Quarterly/Monthly Billing: 
 
For the Fiscal Year that begins July 1, 2008, the quarterly/monthly billing rates for each connection 
shall be according to the following fixed service charges that are based on the size of the meter 
serving the connection. 
 

Meter Size Quarterly Monthly
1 5/8"  $31.25 $10.42 

1.1 3/4"  $34.38 $11.46 
1.4 1"  $43.75 $14.58 
1.8 1.5"  $56.26 $18.75 
2.9 2"  $90.63 $30.21 
11 3"  $343.78 $114.59 
14 4"  $437.54 $145.85 
21 6"  $656.32 $218.77 
29 8"  $906.34 $302.11 
37 10"  $1,156.36 $385.45  

 
 For the Fiscal Year that begins July 1, 2009, the quarterly/monthly billing rates for each 
connection shall be according to the following fixed service charges that are based on the size of 
the meter serving the connection. 
 

Meter Size Quarterly Monthly
1 5/8"  $40.36 $13.45 

1.1 3/4"  $44.40 $14.80 
1.4 1"  $56.51 $18.84 
1.8 1.5"  $72.66 $24.22 
2.9 2"  $117.06 $39.02 
11 3"  $444.01 $148.00 
14 4"  $565.10 $188.37 
21 6"  $847.65 $282.55 
29 8"  $1,170.56 $390.19 
37 10"  $1,493.47 $497.82  
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For the Fiscal Year that begins July 1, 2010, the quarterly/monthly billing rates for each connection 
shall be according to the following fixed service charges that are based on the size of the meter 
serving the connection. 
 

Meter Size Quarterly Monthly
1 5/8"  $49.89 $16.63 

1.1 3/4"  $54.87 $18.29 
1.4 1"  $69.84 $23.28 
1.8 1.5"  $89.79 $29.93 
2.9 2"  $144.67 $48.22 
11 3"  $548.74 $182.91 
14 4"  $698.39 $232.80 
21 6"  $1,047.59 $349.20 
29 8"  $1,446.67 $482.22 
37 10"  $1,845.75 $615.25  

 
Section 2: Two tiered billing rates: 
 
In the event that the accumulated metered water consumption results in a monthly or quarterly use 
charge in excess of the minimum amount defined in Section 2, above, sewer service shall be billed 
in accordance with the following schedule for bills issued after July 1, 2008: 
                                 

Step 1:  $1.22 per 100 cf for usage between (1 to 3,000 cf quarterly) (1 to 1,000 cf 
monthly)                   
 
Step 2:  $4.36 per 100 cf for the incremental usage in excess of 3,000 cf (monthly excess 
of 1,000 cf)      
 

For bills issued after July 1, 2009: 
 

Step 1:  $1.57 per 100 cf for usage between (1 to 3,000 cf quarterly) (1 to 1,000 cf 
monthly)                   
 
Step 2:  $5.61 per 100 cf for the incremental usage in excess of 3,000 cf (monthly excess 
of 1,000 cf)      
 

For bills issued after July 1, 2010: 
 

Step 1:  $1.64 per 100 cf for usage between (1 to 3,000 cf quarterly) (1 to 1,000 cf 
monthly)                   
 
Step 2:  $5.83 per 100 cf for the incremental usage in excess of 3,000 cf (monthly excess 
of 1,000 cf)      
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Section 3:  It is the collective judgment of the Municipal Council that the Sewer Department of 
the City of Taunton should be enterprised as of July 1, 2009.  The Mayor shall report to the 
Municipal Council in writing no later than February 15, 2009 as to whether he intends to seek 
enterprising of the Sewer Department effective July 1, 2009. 

 



 City of Taunton Revised Ordinances 

2010 Printing 1/5/2010                                                Chapter 19  Page 347 
 

 
Section 4: In the event that the Sewer Department is not enterprised effective July 1, 2009, 
then sewer service shall be billed in accordance with the following schedule: 
 

Step 1:  $1.29 per 100 cf for usage (1 to 3,000 if quarterly) (1 to 1,000 cf monthly) 
 
Step 2: $4.58 per 100 cf for the incremental usage in excess of 3,000 cf (monthly 
excess of 1,000 cf) 

 
For bills issued after July 1, 2010: 
 

Step 1:  $1,35 per 100 cf for usage between ( 1 to 3,000 cf quarterly) (1 to 1,000 cf 
monthly) 
 
Step 2:  $4.81 per 100 cf for the incremental usage in excess of 3,000 cf (monthly 
excess of 1,000 cf) 

 
(d) In the event that a customer serviced by municipal sewer utilizes additional water supply other 
than the metered public water supply which causes the metered water consumption to be an 
inaccurate measurement of the flow into the sanitary sewer system, the city may require the 
customer to permit the city to install a sewer flow meter in the sanitary sewer system.  The 
consumer will be responsible for the cost of the installation of the sewer flow meter.  The consumer 
will then be charged based on actual sewer flow indicated on the sewer meter. 
 
(e) It shall be the policy of the Taunton Municipal Council to provide a senior citizen discount that 

would apply to the water and sewer rate of fee imposed by the City of Taunton.  The criteria to 
receive a senior citizen exemption shall be as follows: 

Must be seventy (70) years or older prior to July 1st of the fiscal year in which the 
exemption would apply. 
 
If married, have less than $36,278 in assets (do not include house) and less than $23,497 
annual income. 
If single, have less than $33,860 in assets (do not include house) and less than $19,291 in 
annual income. 
 
First time applicants should bring; 
 Birth certificate 

Savings account (passbook, statements) 
Checking accounts (statements) 
Certificate of Deposits 
Rental Income 
Statement from Social Security and/or pensions showing income for previous 
calendar year.  Bank balances are taken as of July 1st of year of application.   

 The Senior citizen sewer fee discount shall be 25%. 
 (Ord. of 4-13-82, sec 19-14; Ord. of 7-113-82, sec 19-143; Ord of 8-5-2003; Ord of 6-13-2006; 
Ord of 6-27-2006; Ord of 5-20-2008) 
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Editor's note-An ordinance of April 13, 1982, amended the Code by adding a new sec 19-14. Inasmuch as the Code 
already contains a sec 19-14, the editor has redesignated the provisions of said ordinance as sec 19-19. 
 
Sec. 19-20. Jurisdiction over property of the Taunton Housing Authority. 
 
For purposes of these ordinances, all main drains, common sewers, and catch basins erected and 
maintained on property under the ownership and control of the Taunton Housing Authority shall be 
deemed part of the Taunton Sewer System and shall, upon due acceptance by the municipal 
council, come under the jurisdiction of the committee on the department of public works, the 
department of public works commissioner, and the department of public works sewer 
superintendent as public drains and sewers. All building systems and connectors on such Taunton 
Housing Authority property shall be deemed private property for purposes of these ordinances. 
(Ord. of 12-28-82, sec 1) 
Editor's note-an ordinance of Dec. 28, 1982, sec 1, amended he Code by adding a new sec 19-19. Inasmuch as the code 
already contains a sec 19-19, the editor has redesignated the provisions in sec 1 of said ordinance as sec 19-20. 
 
Sec. 19-21. Regulation of use of public sewers. 
 
The purpose of the ordinance enacted May 31, 1994, regulating the use of public sewers and drains 
is to provide for the use of the publicly owned sewerage facilities by industries served by the city 
without damage to the physical facilities, without impairment of their normal function of 
collecting, treating and discharging domestic wastewaters from the area served by the city, and 
without the discharge by the publicly owned treatment works of pollutants which would be in 
violation of its permitted discharge under the applicable rules and regulations of state and federal 
regulatory agencies. (Ord. of 5-31-94; Ord of 3-4-1997; Ord of 8-8-2000)  
 
19-22 - General Provisions 
19-22.1 Purpose and Policy 
This ordinance sets forth uniform requirements for users of the Publicly Owned Treatment Works 
(POTW) for the City of Taunton and enables the City to comply with all applicable State and 
Federal laws, including the Clean Water Act (33 USC 1251 et seq.) and the General Pretreatment 
Regulations (40 CFR Part 403).  The objectives of this ordinance are: 
 

A. To prevent the introduction of pollutants into the POTW that will interfere with the 
operation of the POTW; 

 
B. To prevent the introduction of pollutants into the POTW which will pass through the 

POTW, inadequately treated, into receiving waters or otherwise be incompatible with the 
POTW; 

 
C. To ensure that the quality of the wastewater treatment plant sludge is maintained at a level  

which allows its use and disposal in compliance with applicable statutes and regulations; 
 

D. To protect POTW personnel who may be affected by wastewater and sludge in the course 
of their employment and to protect the general public; 

 
E. To improve the opportunity to recycle and reclaim wastewater and sludge from the POTW; 
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F. To provide for fees for the equitable distribution of the cost of operation, maintenance, and 

improvement of the POTW; and 
 

G. To enable the City to comply with its NPDES permit conditions, sludge use and disposal 
requirements, and any other Federal or State laws to which the POTW is subject. 

 
This ordinance shall apply to all users of the POTW.  The ordinance authorizes the issuance of 
wastewater discharge permits; authorizes monitoring, compliance, and enforcement activities;  
establishes administrative review procedures; requires user reporting; and provides for the setting 
of fees for the equitable distribution  of costs resulting from the program established herein. 
 
19-22.2 Administration 
Except as otherwise provided herein, the Commissioner of the Department of Public Works shall 
administer, implement, and enforce the provisions of this ordinance.  Any powers granted to or 
duties imposed upon the Commissioner may be delegated by the Commissioner to other authorized 
personnel. 
 
19-22.3 Definitions 
Unless a provision explicitly states otherwise, the following terms and phrases, as used in this  
ordinance, shall have the meanings hereinafter designated. 
 

A. (Act or “the Act”) The Federal Water Pollution Control Act, also known as the Clean  
Water Act,  as amended, 33 U.S.C. 1251 et seq. 

 
B.  Approval Authority. The EPA Regional Administrator is the Approval Authority 
as cited in 40 CFR 403.3(c). 
 
C.   Authorized Representative of the User. 

(1)  If the user is a corporation: 
(a) The president, secretary, treasurer, or a vice- president of the  corporation  
in charge of a principal business function, or any other person who performs 
similar policy or decision making functions for the corporation; or 
 (b)  The manager of one or more manufacturing, production, or operation 
facilities employing more than 250 persons or having gross annual sales or 
expenditures exceeding $25 million (in second-quarter 1980 dollars), if 
authority to sign documents  has been assigned or delegated to the manager 
in accordance with corporate procedures; 

 
(2) If the user is a partnership or sole proprietorship; a general partner or proprietor, 
respectively; 
 
(3) If the user is a Federal, State, or local governmental facility: a director or highest 
official appointed or designated to oversee the operation and performance of the 
activities of the government facility, or his/her designee. 
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(4) The individuals described in paragraphs 1 through 3 above may designate  
another authorized representative if the authorization is in writing, the 
authorization  specifies the individual or position responsible for the overall 
operation of the facility from which the discharge originates or having overall 
responsibility for environmental matters for the company, and the written 
authorization is submitted to the City. 

 
D.  Biochemical Oxygen Demand (BOD).  The quantity of oxygen utilized in the 
biochemical oxidation of organic matter under standard laboratory  procedures for five (5) 
days at 20 degrees centigrade, usually expressed as a concentration (milligrams per liter 
(mg/l)) 

 
E.  Categorical Pretreatment Standard or Categorical Standard.  Any regulation containing 
pollutant discharge limits promulgated by the U.S. EPA in accordance with Sections 307(b) 
and (c) of the Act (33 U.S.C. 1317) which apply to a specific category of users and which 
appear in 40 CFR Chapter I, Subchapter N, Parts 405-471. 
 
F.  City.  The City of Taunton and its duly authorized representatives. 
 
G. Color.  The optical density at the visual wave length of maximum absorption, relative to  
distilled water.   One- hundred percent (100%) transmittance is equivalent to zero (0.0) 
optical density. 

 
H. Commissioner.  Commissioner of the Department of Public Works. The person 
designated by the City to supervise the operation of the POTW, and who is charged with 
certain duties and responsibilities by this ordinance, or a duly authorized representative. 
 
I.  Composite Sample. The sample resulting from the combination of individual wastewater  
samples taken at selected intervals based on an increment of either flow or time. 
 
J. Daily Average Limit.  The highest allowable concentration for any pollutant in a 
wastestream discharged during any one day by a User based upon a Composite Sample, or 
in the case of a Batch Discharge, based upon a Crab Sample. 
 
K. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA).  The U. S. Environmental Protection Agency 
or, where appropriate, the Regional Water Management Division Director, or other dully 
authorized official of said agency. 
 
L. Existing Source. Any source of discharge, the construction or operation of which  
commenced prior to the publication  by EPA of proposed categorical pretreatment 
standards, which will be applicable to such source if the standard is thereafter promulgated 
in accordance with Section 307 of the Act. 

 
M. Grab sample. A sample which is taken from a wastestream on a one-time basis without 
regard  to the flow in the wastestream and without consideration of time. 
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N. Indirect discharge or discharge. The introduction of pollutants into the POTW from any 
nondomestic source regulated under Section 307(b), (c), or (d) of the Act. 
 
O.   Industrial Waste or Wastewater. Any liquid, gaseous, or solid waste substance or a 
combination thereof resulting from any process of industry, manufacturing, trade or 
business or from the development or recovery of any natural resources. 
 
P.  Interference.  A discharge which alone or in conjunction with a discharge or discharges 
from other sources inhibits or disrupts the POTW, its treatment processes or operations or 
its sludge processes, use or disposal; and therefore, is a cause of a violation of the City's 
NPDES permit or of the prevention of sewage sludge use or disposal in compliance with 
any of the following statutory/ regulatory provisions or permits issued thereunder (or more 
stringent State or local regulations):  Section 405 of the Clean Water Act; the Solid  Waste 
Disposal Act (SWDA),  including Title II commonly  referred  to as the Resource 
Conservation and Recovery  Act (RCRA); any State regulations contained in any State 
sludge management plan prepared pursuant to Subtitle D of the SWDA; the Clean Air Act; 
the Toxic Substances Control Act;  (and the Marine Protection, Research, and Sanctuaries 
Act). 

 
Q. Medical Waste.  Isolation wastes, infectious agents, human blood and blood products, 
pathological wastes, sharps, body parts, contaminated bedding, surgical wastes, potentially 
contaminated  laboratory wastes, and dialysis wastes. 
 
R.  New Source. 

(1)  Any building, structure, facility, or installation from which there is (or may be) 
a  discharge of pollutants, the construction of which commenced after the 
publication of  proposed  pretreatment standards under Section 307(c) 04 the Act 
which will be applicable to such source if such standards are thereafter promulgated 
in accordance with that section, provided that: 

 
(a) The building, structure, facility or installation is constructed at a site at 

which no other source is located; or 
(b)  The building, structure, facility, or installation totally replaces the 
process or production equipment that causes the discharge of pollutants at an 
existing source; or 
(c) The production or wastewater generating processes of the building, 
structure, facility, or installation are substantially independent of an existing 
source at the same site. In determining whether these are substantially 
independent, factors such as the extent to which the new facility is integrated 
with the existing plant, and the extent to which the new facility is engaged in 
the same general type of activity as the existing source, should be 
considered. 

 
(2) Construction an a site at which an existing source is located results in a 
modification rather than  a new source  if the  construction does  not create a new 
building, structure, facility, or installation meeting the criteria of Section (l)(b) or 
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(C) above but otherwise alters, replaces, or adds to existing process or production 
equipment. 
 
(3) Construction of a new source as defined under this paragraph has commenced if 
the owner or operator has; 

(a) Begun, or caused to begin as part of a continuous onsite construction 
program 

 (i) Any placement, assembly, or installation of facilities or 
equipment; or 
(ii) Significant site preparation including clearing, excavation, or 
removal of existing buildings, structures or facilities which is 
necessary for placement, assembly, or installation of new source 
facilities or equipment; or 

(b) Entered into a binding contractual obligation for the purchase of facilities 
or equipment which are intended to be used in its operation within a 
reasonable time.  Options to purchase or contracts which can be terminated 
or modified without substantial loss, and contracts for feasibility. 
Engineering, and design studies do not constitute a contractual obligation 
under this paragraph. 

 
S.  Non Contact Cooling Water.  Water used for cooling which does not come into direct 
contact with any raw material, intermediate product, waste product, or finished product. 
 
T. Pass Through.  A discharge which exits the POTW into waters of the United States in 
quantities or concentrations which, alone or in conjunction with a discharge or discharges 
from other sources, is a cause of a violation of any requirement of the City's NPDES permit 
(including an increase in the magnitude or duration of a violation). 
 
U. Person. Any individual, partnership, copartnership, firm, company, corporation, 
association, joint stock company, trust, estate, governmental entity, or any other legal  
entity; or their legal representatives, agents, or assigns. This definition includes all Federal, 
State, or local government entities 

 
V.   pH.  A measure of the acidity or alkalinity of a substance, expressed in standard units. 
 
W.  Pollutant.  Any dredged spoil, solid waste, residue, sewage, garbage, sewage sludge, 
munition, medical wastes, chemical wastes, biological materials, radioactive materials, heat, 
wrecked or discharged equipment, rock, sand, cellar dirt, agricultural and industrial wastes 
and the characteristics of the wastewater (ie. pH, temperature, TSS, turbidity, color, BOD, 
Chemical Oxygen Demand (COD), toxicity, or odor) 
 
X.  Pretreatment. The reduction of the amount of pollutants, the elimination of the 
pollutants, or the alteration of the nature of pollutant properties in wastewater prior to (or in  
lieu of) introducing such pollutants into the POTW.  This reduction or alteration can be 
obtained by physical, chemical, biological processes by process changes; or by other means 
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(except by diluting the concentration of the pollutants unless allowed by an applicable 
pretreatment standard). 

 
Y.  Pretreatment Requirements. Any substantive or procedural requirement related to 
pretreatment imposed on a user, other than a pretreatment standard. 
 
Z.  Pretreatment Standards or Standards. Pretreatment standards shall mean prohibited 
discharge standards, categorical pretreatment standards, and local limits. 

 
AA. Prohibited Discharge Standards or Prohibited Discharges. Absolute prohibitions  
against the discharge of certain substances; these prohibitions appear in Section 19-23.1 of 
this ordinance. 

 
BB. Publicly Owned Treatment Works (POTW).  A "treatment works," as defined by 
Section 212 of the Act  (33 U.S.C. 1292) which is owned by  (the City).  This definition 
includes any devices or systems used in the collection, storage, treatment, recycling, and 
reclamation of sewage or industrial wastes of a liquid nature and any conveyances which 
convey wastewater to a treatment plant.  The term also means the City. 

 
CC. Septic Tank Waste or Septage.  Any sewage from holding tanks such as vessels, 
chemical toilets, campers, trailers, and septic tanks. 
 
DD. Sewage.  Human excrement and gray water  (household showers, household 
dishwashing operations, etc.) 

 
EE. Significant Industrial User. 

(1) A user subject to categorical pretreatment standards; or 
(2) A user that: 

(a) Discharges an average of 25,000 gpd or more of process  wastewater to 
the POTW (excluding sanitary, noncontact cooling,  and boiler blowdown 
wastewater); or 

 
(b) Contributes a process wastestream which makes up five (5) percent or  
more of the average dry hydraulic or organic capacity of the POTW 
treatment plant; or 

 
(c) Is designated as such by the City on the basis that it has a reasonable  
potential for adversely affecting the POTW's operation or for violating  any 
pretreatment standard or requirement. 

 
(3)  Upon a finding that a user meeting the criteria in Subsection two (2) has no 
reasonable potential for adversely effecting the POTW's operation or for violating 
any pretreatment standard or requirement, the City may at any time, on its own  
initiative or in response to a petition received from a user (and in accordance with    
procedures in 40 CFR 403.8(f)(6) determine that such user should not be considered 
a significant industrial user. 



 City of Taunton Revised Ordinances 

2010 Printing 1/5/2010                                                Chapter 19  Page 354 
 

 
FF. Slug Load.  Any discharge at a flow rate or concentration which could cause a violation  
of  the prohibited discharge standards in Section 19-23.1 of this ordinance or any discharge 
of a nonroutine, episodic nature, including but not limited to an accidental spill or a 
noncustomary batch discharge.  
 
GG. Standard Industrial Classification SIC Code. classification pursuant to the Standard  
Industrial Classification Manual issued by the United States Office of Management, and 
Budget. 

 
HH. Storm Water. Any flow occurring during or following any form of natural 
precipitation, and resulting from such precipitation, including snowmelt. 

 
II. Suspended Solids. The total suspended matter that floats on the surface of, or is 
suspended in, water, wastewater, or other liquid, and which is removable by laboratory 
filtering. 

 
JJ. Toxic Pollutant.   One of 126 pollutants, or combination of those pollutants listed as 
toxic in regulations promulgated by EPA under Section 307 (33 U.S.C. 1317) of the Act. 

 
KK.  Treatment Plant Effluent.   The discharge from the POTW into waters of the United 
States. 

 
LL. User or Industrial User. A source of indirect discharge. An industrial discharger to the 
POTW. 

 
MM. Wastewater. Liquid and water-carried industrial wastes and sewage from residential   
dwellings, commercial buildings, industrial and manufacturing facilities, and institutions,  
whether treated or untreated, which are contributed to the POTW. 
 
NN. Wastewater Treatment Plant or Treatment Plant.  That portion of the POTW which is 
designed to provide treatment of municipal sewage and industrial waste. 

 
The use of the singular shall be construed to include the plural and the plural shall include the 
singular as indicated by the context of its use. 
 
19-22.4 Abbreviations 
The following abbreviations shall have the designated meanings: 
 
BOD Biochemical Oxygen Demand 
CFR Code of Federal Regulations 
COD Chemical Oxygen Demand 
EPA U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
Gpd gallons per day 
L Liter 
Mg Milligrams 
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mg/l milligrams per liter 
NPDES National Pollutant Discharge Elimination 

System 
O&M Operation and Maintenance 
POTW  Publicly Owned Treatment Works 
RCRA Resource Conservation and Recovery Act 
SIC Standard industrial Classifications 
SWDA Solid Waste Disposal Act (42 U.S.C. 6901, et 

seq.) 
TSS Total Suspended Solids 
USC United States Code 
 
19-23 – General Sewer Use Requirements 
19-23.1 Prohibited Discharge Standards 
A. General prohibitions: No user shall introduce or cause to be introduced into the POTW any 
pollutant or wastewater which causes pass through or interference. These general prohibitions 
apply to users of the POTW whether or not they are subject to categorical pretreatment standards or 
any other National, State, or local pretreatment standards or requirements. 
 
B.  Specific Prohibitions:  No user shall introduce or cause to be introduced into the POTW the 
following pollutants substances, or wastewater: 
 

(1) Pollutants which create a fire or explosive hazard in the POTW, including, but not 
limited to, wastestreams with a closed-cup flashpoint of less than 140 degrees F (60 degrees 
C) using the test methods specified in 40 CFR 261.21; 

 
(2) Wastewater having a pH less than 5.5 or otherwise causing corrosive structural damage  
to the POTW or equipment. If a continuous pH chart recorder is being used, any occurrence 
of pH over 9.5 but under 10.5 for a period of thirty minutes or more per day is prohibited.  
Any occurrence of pH between 10.5 and 11.0 for more than fifteen minutes per day is 
prohibited.   Any pH occurrence over 11.0 is prohibited. If a continuous pH chart recorder 
is not being used, any occurrence of pH over 9.5 is prohibited.  At no time shall any 
discharge cause the pH of the influent at the POTW head works to go above 9.5. 

 
(3)  Solid or viscous substances in amounts which will cause obstruction of the flow in the 
POTW resulting in interference (but in no case solids greater than 1/2 inch(es) 1 1/2") or 
(3.39 centimeter(s)  (0.39 cm)) in any dimension; 
 
(4)  Pollutants, including oxygen demanding pollutants (BOD, etc.), released in a discharge 
at a flow rate and/or pollutant concentration which, either singly or by interaction with other 
pollutants, will cause interference with the POTW; 

 
(5)  Wastewater having a temperature greater than (150 degrees F or 65 degrees C) or which 
will inhibit biological activity in the treatment plant resulting in interference but in no case 
wastewater which causes the temperature at the introduction into the treatment plant to 
exceed 104 degrees F (40 degrees C); 
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(6) Petroleum, oil, nonbiodegradable cutting oil, products of mineral oil origin, or any other 
oil, in excess of 5 mg/l or in amounts that will cause interference or pass through; 

 
(7) Pollutants which result in the presence of toxic gases, vapors, or fumes within the 
POTW in a quantity that may cause acute worker health and safety problems; 
 
(8) Trucked or hauled pollutants, except at discharge points designated by the City in 
accordance with section 19-24.4; 

 
(9) Noxious or malodorous liquids, gases, solids, or other wastewater which, either singly 
or by interaction with other wastes, are sufficient to create a public nuisance or a hazard to 
life, or to prevent entry into the sewers for maintenance or repair; 

 
(10) Wastewater which impart a Color which cannot be removed by the treatment process, 
such as, but not limited to, dye wastes and vegetable tanning solutions, which consequently 
imparts color to the treatment plant's effluent, thereby violating the City's NPDES permit.  
Color (in combination with turbidity) shall not cause the treatment plant effluent to reduce 
the depth of  the compensation point for photosynthetic activity by more than ten percent 
(10%) from the seasonably established norm for aquatic life; 
 
(11) Wastewater containing any radioactive wastes or isotopes except as specifically  
approved by the Commissioner in compliance with applicable State or Federal regulations; 
 
(12) Storm water, surface water, ground water, artesian well water, roof runoff, subsurface 
drainage, swimming pool drainage, condensate, deionized water, noncontact cooling water, 
and unpolluted wastewater, unless specifically authorize by the Commissioner; 
 
(13) Sludges, screenings, or other residues from the pretreatment of industrial wastes; 

 
(14) Medical wastes, except as specifically authorized by the Commissioner in a   
wastewater discharge permit; 

 
(15) Wastewater causing, alone or in conjunction with other sources, the treatment plant's 
effluent to fail a toxicity test; 

 
(16) Detergents, surface-active agents, or other substances which may cause excessive 
foaming in the POTW; 

 
(17) Hazardous Waste or Wastewater resulting from treatment of hazardous or Toxic 
wastes, as designated under State and Federal law, and discharged to the POTW by 
dedicated pipe, truck 

 
(18) Septage or septage byproducts from haulers or other dischargers except as specifically 
approved by the Commissioner. 
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(19) Waters or wastes containing fats, wax, grease or oils, not specifically prohibited in 
Section 19-23.1(B)(6), in excess of 100 mg/l or containing other substances which may 
solidify or become viscous between 32 degrees Fahrenheit or O degrees Centigrade, and 
150 degrees Fahrenheit or 65 degrees Centigrade.  Waters or wastes containing such 
substances, excluding normal household wastes, shall exclude all visible floating oils, fats 
and greases. The use of chemical or physical means to bypass or release fats, oils and 
greases into the POTW is prohibited.   

 
Pollutants, substances, or wastewater prohibited by this section shall not be processed or stored in 
such a manner that they could be discharged to the POTW. 
 
19-23.2 Federal Categorical Pretreatment Standards 
The National categorical pretreatment standards found at 40 CFR Chapter I, Subchapter N, Parts  
405-471 are hereby incorporated. 
 
19-23.3 State Requirements 
State pretreatment standards located at 314 CMR 7.00, 12.00, and 12.08 are hereby incorporated. 
 
19-23.4 Local Limits 
The following pollutant limits are established to protect against pass through and interference.  No 
person shall discharge into the POTW any waters or wastes containing concentrations of the 
following materials in excess of the following Daily Average Limits: 
 
1.21 mg/l Arsenic 
922 mg/l BOD’s 
2000 mg/l COD 
0.098 mg/l Cadmium 
1.0 mg/l Chromium 
0.58 mg/l Copper 
0.37 mg/l Cyanide 
1.0 mg/l Lead 
0.0005 mg/l Mercury 
1.0 mg/l Nickel 
0.041mg/l Silver 
5000 mg/l Total solids 
660 mg/l Total suspended solids 
2.80 mg/l Zinc 
100 mg/l Oil and grease (animal or vegetable origin) 
 
All concentrations for metallic substances are for "total" metal unless indicated otherwise.  The 
Commissioner may impose mass limitations in addition to (or in place of) the concentration-based 
limitations above. 
 
19-23.5 City's Right of Revision 
The City reserves the right to establish, by ordinance or in wastewater discharge permits, more   
stringent standards or requirements on discharges to the POTW. 
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19-26.6 Special Agreement 
The City reserves the right to enter into special agreements with users setting out special terms  
under which they may discharge to the POTW. In no case will a special agreement waive 
compliance with a pretreatment standard or requirement.  However, the user may request a net 
gross adjustment to a categorical standard in accordance with 40 CFR 403.15.  They may also 
request a variance from the categorical pretreatment standard from the Approval Authority.  Such a 
request will be approved only if the user can prove that factors relating to its discharge are 
fundamentally different from the factors considered by EPA when establishing that categorical 
pretreatment  standard.  A user requesting a fundamentally different factor variance must comply 
with the procedural and substantive provisions in 40 CFR 403.13. 
 
19-23.7 Dilution 
No user shall ever increase the use of process water, or in any way attempt to dilute a discharge, as 
a partial or complete substitute for adequate treatment to achieve compliance with a discharge 
limitation unless expressly authorized by an applicable pretreatment standard or requirement.   The 
Commissioner may impose mass limitations on users which are using dilution to meet applicable 
pretreatment standards or requirements, or in other cases when the imposition of mass limitations is 
appropriate. 
 
19-24- Pretreatment of Wastewater 
19-24.1 Pretreatment Facilities 
Users shall provide necessary wastewater treatment as required to comply with this ordinance and  
shall achieve compliance with all categorical  pretreatment standards, local limits, and the 
prohibitions set out in Section 19-23.1 of this ordinance within the  time limitations specified by  
the EPA, the State, or the Commissioner, whichever is more stringent. Any facilities required to 
pretreat wastewater to a level acceptable to the City shall be provided, operated, and maintained at 
the user's expense. Detailed plans showing the pretreatment facilities and operating procedures 
shall be submitted  to the City  for  review, and  shall be  acceptable  to the  City before 
construction of the facility.   The review of such plans and operating procedures will in no way 
relieve the user from the responsibility of modifying the facility as necessary to produce 
an acceptable discharge to the City under the provisions of this ordinance. 
 
19-24.2 Additional Pretreatment Measures 

A.  Whenever deemed necessary, the Commissioner may require users to restrict their  
discharge during peak flow periods, designate that certain wastewater be discharged only 
into specific sewers, relocate and/or consolidate points of discharge, separate sewage 
wastestreams from industrial wastestreams, and such other conditions as may be necessary  
to protect the POTW and determine the user' s compliance with the requirements of  this 
ordinance. 

 
B. A wastewater discharge permit may be issued solely for flow equalization. 

 
C. Grease, oil, and sand interceptors shall be provided when, in the opinion of the 
Commissioner they are necessary for the proper handling of wastewater containing 
excessive amounts of grease and oil, or sand; except that such interceptors shall not be  
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required for residential users. All interception units shall be of type and capacity approved 
by the Commissioner and shall be so located to be easily accessible for cleaning and 
inspection.  Such interceptors shall be inspected, cleaned, and repaired regularly, as needed, 
by the user at his expense. 
 
D.  Users with the potential to discharge flammable substances may be required to install  
and maintain an approved combustible gas detection meter. 

 
E.   At no time shall two readings on an explosion hazard meter at the point of discharge 
into the POTW, or at any point in the POTW, be more than ten percent (10%) nor any 
single reading over ten percent; (10 %) of the Lower Explosive Limit (LEL) of the meter. 

 
19-24.3 Accidental Discharge/Slug Control Plans 
The  Commissioner may require any to develop and implement an accidental discharge/slug control 
plan.   At least once every two (2) years the Commissioner shall evaluate whether each significant 
industrial user needs such a plan.   Any user required to develop and implement an accidental 
discharge/control slug plan shall submit a plan which addresses, at a minimum, the following 
 

A. Description of discharge practices, including nonroutine batch discharges; 
 

B. Description of stored chemicals; 
 

C. Procedures for immediately notifying the POTW of any accidental or slug discharge. 
Such notification must also be given for any discharge which would violate any of the 
prohibited discharges in Section 19-23.1 of this ordinance; and 

 
D.   Procedures to prevent adverse impact from any accidental or slug discharge.  Such 
procedures include, but are not limited to, inspection and maintenance of storage areas, 
handling and transfer of materials, loading and unloading operations, control of plant site 
runoff, worker training, building of containment toxic organic pollutants (including 
solvents), and/ or measures and equipment for emergency response. 

 
19-24.4 Hauled Wastewater 
A.  Septic tank waste and hauled industrial waste, treated or otherwise, may be introduced into the 
POTW only at designated receiving structures designated by the Commissioner, and at such times 
as are established by the Commissioner.  Such wastes shall not violate Section 19-23 of this 
ordinance or any, other requirements established or adopted by the City. Wastewater discharge 
permits for individual vehicles to use such facilities shall be issued by the Commissioner. 
 
B. The Commissioner shall issue wastewater discharge permits to original sources of hauled 
industrial waste. The Commissioner shall also have authority to prohibit the disposal of hauled 
industrial or septage wastes or their byproducts. 
 
C.   Waste haulers shall only discharge loads at locations specifically designated by the 
Commissioner.   No load may be discharged without prior consent of the Commissioner. The 
Commissioner may collect samples of each hauled load to ensure compliance with applicable 
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standards.   The Commissioner may require the hauler to add chemicals to any load prior to 
discharge and provide a waste analysis of any load prior to discharge. 
 
D.   Waste haulers must complete a waste-tracking form for every load.  This form shall include, at 
a minimum, the name and address of the waste hauler, permit number, truck identification, sources 
of waste, and volume and characteristics of  waste.  In addition, for hauled industrial waste, the 
form shall identify the type of industry, known or suspected waste constituents, and whether any 
wastes are RCRA hazardous wastes.  The waste hauler shall sign a certification statement  
indicating the wastes are non-hazardous. 
 
E.  No septage originating outside of Taunton, Raynham or Dighton may be discharged at the City 
of Taunton Wastewater Treatment Plant, except with the written approval of the City Council. 
 
F.  No person shall discharge or cause or allow to be discharged, directly or indirectly, into the 
POTW any septage, septage byproducts, commercial or industrial wastes which originates outside 
the limits of the POTWs jurisdiction, except with the specific written approval of the 
Commissioner. 
 
G.  No person shall discharge or cause or allow to be discharged, directly or indirectly, into the 
POTW any septage which includes any Industrial Waste. 
 
H.  Fees for dumping hauled wastes will be established as part of the user fee system as; authorized 
in Section 19-36 of this ordinance. 
 
19-24.5 Vandalism 
No person shall willfully or negligently break, damage, destroy, uncover, deface, tamper with, or 
prevent access to any structure, appurtenance or equipment, or other part of the POTW. Any person 
found in violation of this requirement shall be subject to the sanctions set out in Sections 19-31 
through 19-33 of this ordinance. 
 
19-25 - Wastewater Discharge Permit Eligibility 
 19-25.1 Wastewater Survey 
When requested by the Commissioner all users must submit information on the nature and 
characteristics of their wastewater completing a wastewater survey prior to commencing their 
discharge.  The Commissioner is authorized to prepare a form for this purpose and may 
periodically require users to update the survey.  Failure to complete this survey shall be reasonable 
grounds for terminating service to the user and shall be considered a violation of the ordinance. 
 
19-25.2 Wastewater Discharge Permit Requirement 
A. No significant industrial user shall discharge wastewater into the POTW without first obtaining 
a wastewater discharge permit from the Commissioner. Any violations of the terms and conditions 
of a wastewater discharge permit shall be deemed a violation of this ordinance and subjects the 
wastewater discharge permittee to the sanctions set out in Sections 19-31 through 19-33 of this 
ordinance.   Obtaining a wastewater discharge permit does not relieve a permittee of its obligation 
to comply with all Federal and State pretreatment standards or requirements or with any other 
requirements of Federal, State, and local law. 
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B.   The Commissioner may require other users, including liquid waste haulers, to obtain 
wastewater discharge permits (as necessary) to carry out the purposes of this ordinance. 
 
19-25.3 Wastewater Discharge Permitting; Existing Conditions 
Any user required to obtain a wastewater discharge permit that was discharging wastewater into the  
POTW  prior to the effective date of this ordinance and that wishes to continue such discharges in 
the future, shall, within ninety (90) days after said date, apply to the City for a wastewater 
discharge permit in accordance with  Section 19.25.6 of this ordinance, and shall not cause or allow 
discharges to the POTW to continue after ninety (90) days of the effective date of this ordinance  
except in accordance with a wastewater discharge permit issued by the Commissioner 
 
19-25.4 Wastewater Discharge Permitting:  New Connections 
Any user required to obtain a wastewater discharge permit that proposes to begin (or recommence) 
discharging into the POTW must obtain such permit prior to the beginning or recommencing of 
such discharge.  An application for this wastewater discharge permit must be filed at least ninety 
(90) days prior to the date upon which any discharge will begin. All proposed new connections 
to the POTW must comply with the Massachusetts Sewer System Extension and Connection 
Permit Program regulations cited in 314 CMR 7.00 
 
19-25.5 Wastewater Discharge Permitting:  Extrajurisdictional Users 
Any existing user located beyond the City limits required to obtain a wastewater discharge permit 
shall submit a wastewater discharge permit application, in accordance with Section 19-25.6 of 
this ordinance, within ninety (90) days of the effective date of this ordinance.  New users located  
beyond the City limits required to obtain a wastewater discharge permit shall submit such 
applications to the Commissioner ninety (90) days prior to any proposed discharge into the POTW. 
 
19-25.6 Wastewater Discharge Permit Application Contents 
All users required to obtain a wastewater discharge permit must submit the information required by 
Section 19.27.l(B) of this ordinance.  The Commissioner shall approve a form to be used as a 
permit application.   In addition, the following information may be requested: 

 
A.  Description of activities, facilities, and plant processes on the premises, including a list 
of all raw materials and chemicals used ort stored at the facility which are, or could be 
accidentally or intentionally be, discharged to the POTW 
 
B.   Number and type of employees, hours of personnel and proposed or actual hours of 
operation of the POTW; 
 
C. Each product produced by type, amount, process or processes, and rate of production; 

 
D.   Type and amount of raw materials processed (average and maximum per day); 
 
E.  Site Plans, floor plans, mechanical and plumbing plans, and details to show all sewers, 
floor drains, and appurtenances by size, location, and elevation, and all points of discharge 
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F.  Time and duration of the discharge; and 
 
G.  Any other information as may be deemed necessary by the Commissioner to evaluate 
the wastewater discharge permit application. 

 
Incomplete or inaccurate applications will not be processed and will be returned to the user for 
revision. 
 
19-25.7 Applications Signatories and Certification 
All wastewater discharge permit applications, and user reports must be signed by an authorized 
representative of the user and contain the following certification statement: 
 
"I certify under penalty of law that this document and all attachments were prepared under my  
direction or supervision in accordance with a system designed to assure that qualified personnel  
properly gather and evaluate the information submitted.  Based on my inquiry of the person or 
persons who manage the system, or those persons directly responsible for gathering the 
information, the information submitted is to the best of my knowledge and belief, true, accurate, 
and complete. I am aware that there are significant penalties for submitting false information,  
including the possibility of fine and imprisonment for knowing violations.” 
 
19-25.8 Wastewater Discharge Permit Decisions 
The Commissioner will evaluate the data furnished by the user and may require additional 
information.  Within a specified time from the receipt of a complete wastewater discharge permit 
application, the Commissioner will determine whether or not to issue a wastewater discharge 
permit.  The Commissioner may deny any application far a wastewater discharge permit. 
 
19-26 - Wastewater Discharge Permit Issuance Process 
19-26.1 Wastewater Discharge Permit Duration 
Wastewater discharge permits shall be issued for a specified time period, not to exceed five (5)  
years.  A wastewater discharge permit may be issued for a period less than five (5) years, at the 
discretion of the Commissioner.  Each wastewater discharge permit will indicate a specific date 
upon which it will expire. 
 
19-26.2 Wastewater Discharge Permit Contents 
Wastewater discharge permits shall include such conditions as are reasonably deemed necessary by 
the Commissioner to prevent pass through or interference, protect the quality of the water 
body receiving the treatment plant's effluent, protect worker health and safety, facilitate sludge 
management and disposal, and protect against damage to the POTW. 
 
A Wastewater discharge permits must contain the following conditions: 
 

(1) A statement that indicates wastewater discharge permit duration, which in no event  
shall exceed five (5) years; 
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(2) A statement that the wastewater discharge permit is nontransferable without prior  
notification to (and approval from the City), and provisions for furnishing the new owner or  
operator with a copy of the existing wastewater discharge permit; 

 
(3) Pretreatment standards and effluent limits based on the general and specific prohibited  
discharge standards, categorical  pretreatment standards local limits; and State and local 
law; 

 
 (4) Self monitoring, sampling, reporting, notification, and record-keeping requirements. 
These requirements shall include an identification of pollutants to be monitored, sampling 
location, sampling frequency, and sample type based on Federal, State, and local law; and 

 
(5) A statement of applicable civil, criminal, and administrative penalties for violation of 
pretreatment standards and requirements, and any applicable compliance schedule.  Such 
schedule may not extend the time for compliance beyond that required by applicable 
Federal, State, or local law. 

 
B.  Wastewater discharge permits may contain, but need not be limited to, the following conditions: 
 

(1) Limits on the average and/or maximum rate of discharge, time of discharge, and/or 
requirements for flow regulation and equalization; 
 
(2) Limits on the instantaneous, daily and monthly average, and/or maximum concentration, 
mass or other measure of identified wastewater pollutants or properties; 
 
(3) Requirements for the installation of pretreatment technology, pollution control, or  
construction of appropriate containment devices, designed to reduce, eliminate, or prevent  
the introduction of pollutants into the treatment works; 
 
(4) Requirements for the development and implementation of spill control plans or other 
special conditions including management practices necessary to adequately prevent 
accidental, unanticipated, or routine discharges; 
 
(5) Development and implementation of waste minimization plans to reduce the amount of 
pollutants discharged to the POTW; 

 
(6) The unit charge or schedule of user charges and fees for the management of the 
wastewater discharges to the POTW 
 
(7) Requirements for installation and maintenance of inspection and sampling facilities and 
equipment; 
 
(8) A statement that compliance with the wastewater discharge permit does not relieve the 
permittee of responsibility for compliance with all applicable Federal and State 
pretreatment standards, including those which become effective during the term of the 
wastewater discharge permit; and 
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(9) Other conditions as deemed appropriate by the Commissioner to ensure compliance with 
this ordinance, and state and federal laws, rules, and regulations 

 
19-26.3 Wastewater Discharge Permit Appeals 
Any person, including the user, may petition the City to reconsider the terms of a wastewater 
discharge permit within thirty (30) days of its issuance. 
 

A. Failure to submit a timely petition for review shall be deemed to be a waiver of the 
administrative appeal. 
 
B. In its petition, the appealing party must indicate the wastewater discharge permit 
provisions objected to, the reasons for this objection, and the alternative condition, if any, it 
seeks to place in the wastewater discharge permit. 
 
C. The effectiveness of the wastewater discharge permit shall not be stayed pending the 
appeal. 
 
D. If the City fails to act within ninety (90) days, a request for reconsideration shall be 
deemed to be denied.  Decisions not to reconsider a wastewater discharge permit, not to 
issue a wastewater discharge permit, or not to modify a wastewater discharge permit, shall 
be considered final administrative actions for purposes of judicial review. 

 
19-26.4 Wastewater Discharge Permit Modification 
The Commissioner may modify the wastewater discharge permit for good cause including, but not 
limited to, the following: 
 

A. To incorporate any new or revised Federal, State, or local pretreatment standards or 
requirements; 
 
B. To address significant alterations or additions to the user's operation, processes, or 
wastewater volume or character since the time of wastewater discharge permit issuance; 
 
C. A change in the POTW that requires either a temporary or permanent reduction or  
elimination of the authorized discharge; 
 
D. Information indicating that the permitted discharge poses a threat to the City's POTW, 
City personnel, or the receiving waters; 
 
E. Violation of any terms or conditions of the wastewater discharge Permit; 
 
F. Misrepresentations or failure to fully disclose all relevant facts in the wastewater 
discharge permit application or in any required reporting; 

 
G. Revision of or a grant of variance from categorical pretreatment standards pursuant to 40 
CFR 403.13;  
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H. To correct typographical or other errors in the wastewater discharge permit; or 
  
I.  To reflect a transfer of the facility ownership and/or operation to a new owner/operator. 

 
19-26.5 Wastewater Discharge Permit Transfer 
Wastewater discharge permits may be reassigned or transferred to a new owner and/or operator 
only if the permittee gives least ninety (90) days advance notice to the Commissioner and the   
Commissioner approves the wastewater transfer.  The notice to the Commissioner must include a 
written certification by the new owner and/or operator Commissioner and discharge permit which: 
 

A. States that the new owner and/or operator has no immediate intent to change the facility's 
operations and processes; 
 
B.  Identifies the specific date on which the transfer is to occur; and 
 
C.  Acknowledges full responsibility for complying with the existing wastewater discharge 
permit. 

 
Failure to provide advance notice of a transfer renders the wastewater discharge permit voidable as 
of the date of facility transfer. 
 
19-26.6 Wastewater Discharge Permit Revocation 
Wastewater discharge permits may be revoked for, but not limited to, the following reasons: 
 

A. Failure to notify the City of significant changes to the wastewater prior to the changed 
discharge; 
 
B.  Failure to provide prior notification to the City of changed condition pursuant to section 
19-27.5 of this ordinance; 
 
C.  Misrepresentation or failure to fully disclose all relevant facts in the wastewater 
discharge permit application; 

 
D.  Falsifying self-monitoring reports; 
 
E.  Tampering with monitoring equipment; 
 
F.  Refusing to allow the City timely access to premises and records; 

 
G.  Failure to meet effluent limitations; 
 
H.  Failure to pay fines; 
 
I.  Failure to pay sewer charges; 
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J.  Failure to meet compliance schedules; 
 
K. Failure to complete a wastewater survey or the wastewater discharge permit application; 
 
L.  Failure to provide advance notice of the transfer of a permitted facility; or 

 
M. Violation of any pretreatment standard or requirement, or any terms of the wastewater 
discharge permit or this ordinance. 

 
Wastewater discharge permits shall be voidable upon cessation of operations or transfer of  
business ownership.  All wastewater discharge permits issued to a particular user are void upon the 
issuance of a new wastewater discharge permit to that user.  
 
19-26.7 Wastewater Discharge Permit Reissuance 
A user, required to have a wastewater discharge permit, shall apply for wastewater discharge  
permit reissuance by submitting a complete wastewater discharge permit application, in accordance 
with Section 19-25.6 of this ordinance, a minimum of ninety (90) days prior to the expiration of the 
user 's existing wastewater discharge permit. 
 
19-26.8 Regulation of Wastes Received from Other Jurisdictions 
(A) If another municipality, or user located within another municipality, contributes wastewater to 
the POTW, the City shall enter into an inter-municipal agreement with the contributing 
municipality. 
 
B.  Prior to entering into an agreement required by paragraph A, above, the Commissioner shall 
request the following information from the municipality: 
 

(1) A description of the quality and volume of the wastewater discharged to the POTW by  
the contributing municipality:, 

 
(2) An inventory of all users located within the contributing municipality that are 
discharging to the POTW; and 

 
(3) Such other information as may be required by the Commissioner  

 
(c) An inter-municipal agreement, as required by paragraph A, above, shall contain the following 
conditions: 
 

(1) A requirement for the municipal user to adopt a sewer use ordinance which is at least as  
stringent as this ordinance and local limits which are at least as stringent as those set out in  
Section 19-23.4 of this ordinance.  The requirement shall specify that such ordinance and 
limits be revised as necessary to reflect changes made to the City's sewer use ordinance 
and/or local limits; 
 
(2)  A requirement for the municipal user to submit revised user inventory on at least an 
annual basis; 



 City of Taunton Revised Ordinances 

2010 Printing 1/5/2010                                                Chapter 19  Page 367 
 

 
(3) A provision specifying which pretreatment implementation activities, including 
wastewater discharge permit issuance, inspection and enforcement will be conducted by the 
contributing municipality; which of these activities will be conducted by the Commissioner; 
and which of these activities will be conducted jointly by the contributing municipality and 
the Commissioner, 

 
(4) A requirement for the municipal user to provide the City with access to all information 
that the municipal user obtains as part of its pretreatment activities; 
 
(5) Limits on the nature, quality, and volume of the contributing municipality's wastewater 
at the point where it discharges to the POTW; 
 
(6) Requirements for monitoring the contributing municipality's discharge; and 
 
(7) A provision insuring the Commissioner access to the facilities of users located in the 
contributing municipality's jurisdictional boundaries for the purpose of inspection,  
sampling, and any other duties deemed necessary by the Commissioner. 
 
(8) A provision specifying remedies available for breach of terms of the inter-municipal 
agreement. 

 
19-27  Reporting Requirements 
19-27.1 Baseline Monitoring Reports 
Within either one hundred and eighty (180) days after the effective date of a categorical   
pretreatment standard, or the final administrative decision on a category determination under 40 
CFR 403, 6(a)(4) (whichever is later)  existing categorical users currently discharging to or 
scheduled to discharge to the  POTW, shall be required to submit to the City a report  which  
contains the information listed in paragraph B, below. At least ninety (90) days prior to 
commencement of their discharge, new sources, and sources that become categorical users 
subsequent to the promulgation of an applicable categorical standard, shall be required to submit to  
the City  a report which contains the information listed in paragraph B,  below. A new source shall 
also be required to report the method of pretreatment it intends to use to meet applicable categorical  
standards.   A new source shall also give estimates of its anticipated flow and quantity of pollutants 
discharged. 
 
B.  Users described above shall submit the information set forth below. 
 

(1) Identifying  Information. The name and address of the facility, including the name of the 
operator and owner. 
 
(2)  Environmental Permits.  A list of any environmental control permits held by or for the 
facility. 
 
(3)  Description of Operations. A brief description of the nature, average rate of production, 
and standard industrial classification of the operation(s) carried out by such user.  This 
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description should include a schematic process diagram which indicates points of discharge 
to the POTW from the regulated processes. 

 
(4) Flow Measurement.    Information showing the measured average daily and maximum 
daily flow, in gallons per day, to the POTW from regulated process streams and other 
streams, as  necessary, to allow use of the combined wastestream formula set out in 40 CFR 
403.6(e). 

 
(5)  Measurement of pollutants. 

 (a) The categorical pretreatment standards applicable to each regulated 
process. 
 
(b) The results of sampling and analysis identifying the nature and 
concentration (and/or mass, where required by the standard or by the City) of 
regulated  pollutants in the discharge from each  regulated  process. 
Instantaneous, daily maximum, and long term average concentrations  (or 
mass, where required) shall be reported.  The sample shall be representative  
of daily operations and shall be analyzed in accordance with procedures set 
out in Section 19-27.10 of this ordinance. 

 
(C) Sampling must be performed in accordance with procedures set out in 
Section 19-27.11 of  this ordinance. 

 
(6) Certification   A statement, reviewed by the user's authorized representative and 
certified by a professional, indicating whether pretreatment standards are being met on a 
consistent basis, and, if not, whether additional Operation and Maintenance (O&M) and/or 
additional pretreatment, is required to meet the pretreatment standards and requirements. 

 
(7) Compliance  Schedule. If additional pretreatment and/or O&M will be required  to meet 
the pretreatment standards, the shortest schedule by which  the user will provide such   
additional pretreatment and/or O&M. The completion date in this schedule shall not  be 
later than the compliance date established for the applicable pretreatment standard. A 
compliance schedule pursuant to this section must meet the requirements set out in Section 
19-27.2 of this ordinance. 

 
(8)  Signature and Certification.  All baseline monitoring reports must be signed and 
certified in accordance with Section 19-25.7 of this ordinance.  

 
19-27.2 Compliance Schedule Progress Report 
The following conditions shall apply to the schedule required by 19-27.1(B)(7) of this ordinance:  
(a) the schedule shall contain progress increments in the form of dates for the commencement and  
completion of  major events leading to the construction  and operation  of additional pretreatment 
required for the user to meet the  applicable pretreatment standards (such events include, but are not  
limited to, hiring an engineer, completing preliminary and final plans, executing contracts for 
major components,  commencing and completing construction, beginning and conducting  routine 
operation);  (b) no increment referred to above shall exceed nine (9) months;  (c) the user shall  
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submit a progress report to the Commissioner no later than fourteen (14) days following each date 
in the  schedule and the final date of compliance including, as a minimum, whether or not it  
complied with the increment of progress, the reason for any delay, and, if appropriate, the steps 
being taken by the user to return to the established schedule; and, (d) in no event shall more than 
nine (9) months elapse between such progress reports to the Commissioner. 
 
19-27.3 Report on Compliance with Categorical Pretreatment Standard Deadline 
Within ninety (90) days following the date for final compliance with applicable categorical 
pretreatment standards, or in the case of a new source following commencement of the 
introduction of wastewater into the POTW, any user subject to such pretreatment standards and  
requirements shall submit to the City a report containing the information described in Section 
19-27.1(B)(4-6) of this ordinance.   For users subject to equivalent mass or concentration limits 
established in accordance with the procedures in 40 CFR 403.6 (c ), this report shall contain  a 
reasonable measure of  the user's long-term production rate.  For all other users subject to  
categorical pretreatment standards expressed in terms of allowable pollutant discharge per unit of 
production (or other measure of operation), this report shall include the user 's actual production  
during the appropriate sampling period. All compliance reports must be signed and certified in 
accordance with Section 19-25.7 of this ordinance. 
 
19-27.4 Periodic Compliance Reports 
A. All significant industrial user(s) shall, at a frequency determined by the Commissioner but in no 
case less than twice per year (in June and December), submit a report indicating the nature and 
concentration of pollutants in the discharge which are limited  by pretreatment standards and the  
measured or estimated average and maximum daily flows for the reporting period. All periodic 
compliance reports must be signed and certified in accordance with Section 19-25.7 of this 
ordinance. 
 
B.  All wastewater samples must be representative of the user's discharge.  Wastewater monitoring 
and flow measurement facilities shall be properly operated, kept clean, and maintained in good 
working order at all times.  The failure of a user to keep its monitoring facility in good working 
order  shall not be grounds for the user to claim that sample results are representative of its 
discharge. 
 
C.   If a user subject to the reporting requirement in this section monitors any pollutant more 
frequently than required by the POTW, using the procedures prescribed in Section 19-27.11 of  this  
ordinance, the results of this monitoring shall be included in the report. 
 
19-27.5 Report of Changed Conditions 
Each user must notify the Commissioner of any planned significant changes to the user's operations  
or system  which might alter the nature, quality or volume of  its wastewater at least thirty (30) 
days before the change. 
 

A.  The Commissioner may require the user to submit such information as may be deemed  
necessary to evaluate the changed  condition, including the submission of a wastewater 
discharge  permit application under section 19-25.6 of this ordinance. 
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B. The Commissioner may issue a wastewater discharge permit under Section 19-25.8  of 
this ordinance or modify an existing wastewater discharge permit under section 19-26.4 of 
this ordinance in response to changed conditions or anticipated changed conditions. 

 
C. No user shall implement the planned changed conditions(s) until and unless the 
commissioner has responded to the user’s notice 
 
D. For purposes of this requirement, significant changes include, but are not limited to, flow 
increases of percent (10%) or greater, and the discharge of previously unreported pollutants. 

 
19-27.6 Reports of Potential Problems 
A.  In the case of any discharge, including, but not limited to, accidental discharges, discharges of a  
non-routine, episodic  nature, a non-customary batch discharge, or a slug  load, that may cause 
potential  problems for the POTW (including a violation of the prohibited discharge standards in  
Section 19-23.1  of this ordinance), the user shall  immediately telephone and notify the City of 
Taunton Wastewater Treatment Plant and the  Sewer Department of the incident. This notification 
shall include the  location of  the discharge, type of waste, concentration and volume (if  known)  
and corrective actions taken by the user. 
 
B. Within five (5) days following such discharge, the user shall, unless waived by the 
Commissioner, submit a detailed written  report describing the cause(s) of the discharge and the  
measures to be taken by the user to prevent similar future occurrences.  Such notification shall not 
relieve the user of any expense, loss, damage, or other liability which may be incurred as a result of 
damage to the POTW, natural resources, or any other damage to person or property; nor shall such 
notification relieve the user of any fines, civil penalties, or other liability which may be imposed 
pursuant to this ordinance. 
 
C. Failure to notify the City of potential problem discharges shall be deemed a violation of this 
ordinance 
 
D. A notice shall be permanently posted on the user’s bulletin board or other prominent place   
advising employees whom to call in the event of a discharge described in paragraph A, above.   
Employers shall ensure that all employees, who may cause such a discharge to occur, are advised  
of the emergency notification procedure. 
 
19-27.7 Reports from Unpermitted Users 
All users not required to obtain a wastewater discharge permit shall provide appropriate reports to  
the City as the Commissioner may require. 
 
19-27.8 Notice of Violation/Repeat Sampling and Reporting 
If sampling performed by a user indicates a violation, the user must notify the City within twenty   
four (24) hours of becoming aware of the violation.  The user shall also repeat the sampling and 
analysis and submit the results of the repeat analysis to the City within thirty (30) days after 
becoming aware of the violation.  The user is not required to resample if the POTW monitors at the 
user's facility at least once a month, or if the POTW samples between the user's initial sampling 
and when the user receives the results of this sampling. 
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19-27.9 Notification of the Discharge of Hazardous Waste 
The discharge of hazardous waste to the POTW is prohibited. 
 
19-27.10  Analytical Requirements 
All pollutant analyses, including sampling techniques, to be submitted as part of a wastewater 
discharge permit application or report shall be performed in accordance with the techniques 
prescribed in 40 CFR Part 136, unless otherwise specified in an applicable categorical pretreatment 
standard.  If 40 CFR Part 136 does not contain sampling or analytical techniques for the 
pollutant in question, sampling and analyses must be performed in accordance with procedures 
approved by the EPA. Except where the Commissioner has approved a certified QAQC program, 
all analyses must be performed by a Massachusetts DEP certified lab. 
 
19-27.11  Sample Collection 
A. Except as indicated in Section B, below, the user must collect wastewater samples using flow 
proportional composite collection techniques.  In the event flow proportional sampling is 
infeasible,  the Commissioner may authorize the use of time proportional sampling or a minimum 
of four (4)   grab samples where the user demonstrates that this will provide a representative 
sample of the effluent  being discharged.   In addition, grab samples may be required to show 
compliance with instantaneous discharge limits. 
 
B.  Samples for oil and grease, temperature, pH, cyanide, phenols, toxicity, sulfides, and volatile  
organic chemicals must be obtained using grab collection techniques.  
 
19-27.12 Determination of Noncompliance 
The Commissioner will use appropriate sampling to determine noncompliance with pretreatment 
standards. 
 
19-27.13 Timing 
Written reports will be deemed to have been submitted and the date post-marked.   For reports 
which are not mailed, postage prepaid, into a mail facility serviced by the United States 
Postal Service, the date of receipt of the report shall govern. 
 
19-27.14 Record Keeping 
Users subject to the reporting requirements of this ordinance shall retain, and make available for 
inspection and copying, all records of information obtained pursuant to any monitoring activities 
required by this ordinance and any additional records of information obtained pursuant to 
monitoring activities undertaken by the user independent of such requirements. Records shall  
include the date, exact place, method, and time of sampling and the name of the person(s) taking 
the samples the dates analyses were performed; who performed the analyses; the  analytical 
techniques or methods used;  and the results of such analyses.   These records shall remain 
available for a period of at least three (3) years.  This period shall be automatically extended for the  
duration of any litigation concerning  the user or POTW, or where the user has been specifically 
notified of a longer retention period by the Commissioner, 
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19-28  Compliance Monitoring 
19-28.1 Inspection and Sampling 
The Commissioner shall have the right to enter the facilities of any user to ascertain whether the 
purpose of this ordinance, or any permit or order issued hereunder, is being met and whether the 
user is complying with all requirements thereof. Users shall allow the Commissioner ready access 
to all, parts of the premises for the purposes of inspection, sampling, records examination and   
copying, and the performance of any additional duties. 
 

A. Where a user has security measures in force which require proper identification and 
clearance before entry into its premises, the user shall make the necessary arrangements 
with its security guards so that, upon presentation of suitable identification, the 
Commissioner will be permitted to enter without delay for the purposes of performing 
specific responsibilities, 
 
B.   The Commissioner shall have the right to set up on the user's property, or require 
installation of, such devices as are necessary to conduct sampling and/or metering of the 
user's operations, 
 
C.  The Commissioner may require the user to install monitoring equipment shall be 
maintained, necessary.  The facility's sampling and monitoring equipment shall be 
maintained at all times in a safe and proper operating condition by the user at its own 
expense. All devices used to measure wastewater flow and quality shall be calibrated as 
required to ensure their accuracy. 
 
D.   Any temporary or permanent obstruction to safe and easy access to the facility to be  
inspected and/or sampled shall be promptly removed by  the user at the  written or verbal  
request of the Commissioner and shall not be replaced.  The costs of clearing such access 
shall be born by the user. 

 
E.  Unreasonable delays in allowing the commissioner access to the user’s premises shall be 
a violation of this ordinance. 

 
19-28.2 Search Warrants 
If the Commissioner has been refused access to a building, structure or property, or any part  
thereof, and is able to demonstrate that there is probable cause to believe that there is a violation of 
this ordinance; or that there is a need to inspect such  a building, structure or property as part of  a 
routine inspection program of the City designed to verify compliance with this ordinance, or any 
permit or order issued hereunder, or to protect the overall public health, safety  and welfare of the 
community, the  Commissioner may seek issuance of a warrant from the Superior Court 
authorizing search of such building, structure or property for the suspected violation  and/or access 
thereto to perform such inspections.  
 
19-29 - Confidential Information 
Information and data on a user obtained from reports, surveys, wastewater discharge permit 
applications, wastewater discharge permits, and monitoring programs, and from City inspection  
and sampling  activities, shall  be available to the public, without  restriction, unless the user  
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specifically requests, and is able  to demonstrate to the satisfaction  of the City, that the release of  
such  information  would divulge information, processes or methods of production entitled to 
protection as trade secrets under applicable State law.   When requested and demonstrated by the 
user furnishing a report that such information should be held confidential, the portions of a 
report which might  disclose trade secrets or secret processes shall not be made available for 
inspection by the public,  but shall be made available  immediately upon request to governmental 
agencies for uses related  to the NPDES  program or pretreatment program, and in enforcement  
proceedings  involving  the person furnishing the report. Wastewater constituents and 
characteristics and other "effluent data" as defined  by 40 CFR 2.302 will not be recognized is 
confidential information and will be available to the public without restriction. 
 
19-30 – Publication Of Users In Significant Noncompliance 
The City shall publish annually, in the largest daily newspaper published in the municipality where 
the POTW is located, a list of the users which, during  the previous twelve (12) months, were in  
significant noncompliance  with applicable pretreatment standards and requirements. The term 
significant noncompliance shall mean: 
 

A.  Chronic violations of wastewater discharge limits, defined here as those in which sixty-
six: percent  (66%) or more of wastewater measurements taken during a six (6) month 
period exceed the daily maximum limit or average limit for the same pollutant parameter by 
any amount; 

 
B. Technical Review Criteria (TRC) violations, defined here as those in which thirty-three  
percent (33%), or  more of wastewater measurements taken for each pollutant parameter  
during a six (6) month  period equals, or exceeds the  product of  the daily maximum limit 
or the average limit multiplied by the applicable criteria (1.4 for BOD, TSS, fats, oils and  
grease, and 1.2 for all other pollutants except pH); 

 
C. Any other discharge violation that the City believes has caused, alone or in combination 
with other discharges, interference or pass through  (including endangering the health of 
City personnel or the general public); 

 
D. Any discharge of pollutants that has caused imminent endangerment to the public or to 
the environment, or has resulted in the City's exercise of its emergency authority to halt or 
prevent such a discharge; 

 
E.   Failure to meet, within ninety (90) days of the date, a compliance schedule milestone 
contained in a wastewater discharge permit or enforcement order for starting construction, 
completing construction, or attaining final compliance; 

 
F.  Failure to provide within thirty (30) days after the due date, any required reports, 
including baseline monitoring reports, reports on compliance with categorical pretreatment 
standard deadlines, periodic self-monitoring reports, and reports on compliance with 
compliance schedules; 

 
G.   Failure to accurately report noncompliance; or 
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H.  Any other violation(s) which the City determines will adversely affect the operation or 
implementation of the local pretreatment program. 

 
19-31 -Administrative Enforcement Remedies 
19-31.1  Notification of Violation 
When the Commissioner finds that a user has violated (or continues to violate) any provision of 
this ordinance,  a wastewater  discharge permit or order issued hereunder, or any other pretreatment 
standard or  requirement, the Commissioner may serve upon that  user a  Notice  of Violation.  This  
Notice of Violation may be verbal or in written form.  If so required, within fourteen  (14) days of 
the  receipt of this notice, or by the response date  cited on this notice, an explanation of  the 
violation and a plan  for the satisfactory  correction and prevention thereof, to include specific 
required actions, shall be submitted by the user to the Commissioner.  Submission of this plan in no 
way relieves the user of liability for any violations occurring before or after receipt of the Notice of 
Violation.  Nothing in this section shall limit the authority of the City to take any action, including 
emergency actions or any other enforcement action, without first issuing a Notice of Violation. 
 
19-31.2  Consent Orders 
The Commissioner may enter into Consent Orders, assurances of voluntary compliance, or other 
similar documents establishing an agreement with any user responsible for noncompliance.  Such 
documents will include specific action to be taken by the user to correct the noncompliance within 
a time period specified by the document.  Such documents shall have the same force and effect as 
the administrative orders issued pursuant to Sections 19-31.4 and 19-31.5 of this ordinance and 
shall be judicially enforceable. 
 
19-31.3  Show Cause Hearing 
The Commissioner may order a user which has violated or continues to violate, any provision of  
this ordinance, a wastewater discharge permit or order issued hereunder, or any other pretreatment 
standard or requirement, to appear before the Commissioner and show cause why the proposed 
enforcement action should not be taken.  Notice shall be served on the user specifying the time and 
place for the meeting, the proposed enforcement action, the reasons for such action, and a request 
that the user show cause why the proposed enforcement action should not be taken.  The notice of 
the meeting shall be served personally or by registered or certified mail  (return receipt requested) 
at least three (3) days prior to the hearing.  Such notice may be served on any authorized 
representative of the user.  A show cause hearing shall not be a bar against, or prerequisite for, 
taking any other action against the user. 
 
19-31.4 Compliance Orders 
When the Commissioner finds that a user has violated or continues to violate any  provision  of   
this ordinance, a wastewater discharge permit or order issued hereunder, or any other pretreatment 
standard or requirement,  the Commissioner may issue an order to the user responsible for the 
discharge directing that the user come into compliance within  a specified number of days.  If the 
user does not come into compliance within the specified number of days, sewer service shall he 
discontinued unless adequate treatment facilities, devices, or other related appurtenances are 
installed and  properly operated.  Compliance orders may also contain other requirements  to 
address the noncompliance, including additional self-monitoring, and management practices 
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designed to minimize the amount of pollutants discharged to the  sewer.  A compliance order may 
not extend the deadline for compliance established for a Federal pretreatment standard or 
requirement, nor does a compliance order relieve the user of liability for any violation, including 
any continuing violation.   Issuance of a compliance order shall not be a bar against, or a 
prerequisite for, taking any other action against the user. 
 
19-31.5  Cease and Desist Orders 
When the Commissioner finds that a user has violated (or continues to violate) any provision of  
this ordinance, a wastewater discharge permit or order issued hereunder, or any other pretreatment 
standard or requirement, or that the user's post violations are likely  to recur, the Commissioner 
may issue an order to the user directing it to erase and  desist all such violations and directing the 
user to: 
 

A.  Immediately comply with all requirements; and 
 
B. Take such appropriate remedial or preventive action as may be needed to properly 
address a continuing or threatened violation, including halting operations and/or terminating 
the discharge. 

 
Issuance of a cease and desist order shall not be a bar against, or a prerequisite for, taking any other 
action against the user. 
 
19-31.6 Administrative Fines 
A. When the Commissioner finds that a user has violated or continues to violate any provision of 
this ordinance, a wastewater discharge permit or order issued hereunder, or any other pretreatment 
standard or requirement, the Commissioner may fine such user in an amount not to exceed five 
thousand ($5000.00) dollars per day. Fines shall be assessed on a per violation, per day basis. In the  
case of monthly or ether long discharge limits, fines shall be assessed for each day during the 
period of violation. 
 
B.   Unpaid charges, fines, and penalties shall, after thirty (30) calendar days, be assessed an 
additional penalty of ten percent (10 %)  of the unpaid balance, and interest shall accrue thereafter 
at  A rate of fifteen percent (15 %)  per year, compounded monthly on the unpaid balance, 
computed as of the due date.  A lien against the user's property will be brought for unpaid  charges, 
fines, and penalties. 
 
C.   Users desiring to dispute such fines must file a written request for the Commissioner  to 
reconsider the fine along with full payment of the fine amount within thirty (30) days of being  
notified of the fine.  Where a request has merit, the Commissioner shall convene  a hearing on   the 
matter  within  thirty (30) days of receiving the request from the user.   In the event the 
user's appeal is successful, the payment, together with any interest accruing thereto,  shall be 
returned to the user. The City may add the costs of preparing administrative enforcement  actions, 
such as notices and orders, to the fine. 
 
D.   Issuance of an administrative fine shall not be a bar against, or a prerequisite for taking any 
other action against the user. 
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19-31.7  Emergency Suspensions 
The Commissioner may immediately suspend a user's discharge (after informal notice to the user) 
whenever such suspension is necessary to stop  an actual  or threatened discharge which reasonably 
appears to present or cause an imminent or substantial endangerment  to the health or  welfare of 
persons. The Commissioner may also immediately suspend  a user's discharge (after  notice  and 
opportunity  to  respond)  that threatens  to interfere with the operation of the POTW, or which 
presents or may present an endangerment to the environment. 
 
A.  Any user notified of a suspension of its discharge shall immediately stop or eliminate its 
contribution. In the event of a user's failure to immediately comply voluntarily with the suspension  
order, the Commissioner shall take such steps as deemed necessary,  including immediate  
severance of the sewer connection, to prevent or minimize damage to the POTW, its receiving 
stream, or endangerment to any individuals. The Commissioner shall allow the user to recommence 
its discharge when the user has demonstrated to the satisfaction of the City that the period of  
endangerment has passed, unless the termination proceedings in Section 19-31.8 of this 
ordinance are initiated against the user. 
 
B.  A user that is responsible, in whole or in part, for any discharge  presenting imminent   
endangerment shall submit a detailed written  statement, describing  the causes of the harmful  
contribution and the measures taken to prevent any future occurrence, to the Commissioner prior to 
the date of any show cause or termination hearing under Sections 19-31.3 and 19-31.8 of this 
ordinance. 
 
Nothing in this section shall be interpreted as requiring a hearing prior to any emergency 
suspension under this section. 
 
19-31.8 Termination of Discharge 
In addition to the provisions in Section 19-26.6 of this ordinance, any user that violates the 
following conditions is subject to discharge termination: 
 

A.  Violation of wastewater discharge permit condition; 
 
B.  Failure to accurately report the wastewater constituents and characteristics of its 
discharge; 
 
C.  Failure to report significant changes in operations or wastewater volume, constituents  
and characteristics prior to discharge; 
 
D.   Refusal of reasonable access to the user's premises for the purpose of inspection, 
monitoring or sampling; or 
 
E. Violation of  the pretreatment standards in Section 19-23 of this ordinance. 
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Such user will be notified of the proposed termination of its discharge and be offered an 
opportunity to show cause under section 19-31.3 of this ordinance why the proposed action should 
not be taken.  Exercise of this option by the City shall not be a bar to, or a prerequisite for, taking 
any other action against the user. 
 
19-32 Judicial Enforcement Remedies 
19-32.1 Injunctive Relief 
When the Commissioner finds that a user has violated (or continues to violate) any  provision of   
this ordinance, wastewater discharge permit, or order issued hereunder, or any other pretreatment 
standard or requirement, the  Commissioner may petition the Superior Court or the Supreme 
Judicial Court through the  City's Attorney for the issuance of a temporary or permanent 
injunction, as appropriate, which restrains or compels the specific performance of the wastewater 
discharge permit, order, or other requirement  imposed by this ordinance on  activities of the user.    
The City may also seek such other action as is appropriate for legal and/or equitable relief, 
including requirement for the user to conduct environmental remediation.  A petition for injunctive 
relief shall not be a bar against, or a prerequisite for, taking any other action against a user. 
 
19-32.2  Civil Penalties 
A. A user which has violated or continues to violate any provision of  this ordinance, wastewater 
discharge permit, or order issued hereunder, any other pretreatment Standard or requirement shall 
be liable to the City for a maximum civil  penalty of five thousand ($5000.) dollars per violation,  
per day.  In the case of a monthly or other long-term average discharge limit, penalties shall accrue 
for each day during the period of the violation. 
 
B.   The Commissioner may recover reasonable attorneys' fees, court costs, and other expenses  
associated with enforcement activities, including sampling and monitoring expenses, and the cost 
of any actual damages incurred by the City. 
 
C.   In determining the amount of civil liability, the Court shall take into account all relevant 
circumstances, including, but not limited to, the extent of harm caused by the violation, the 
magnitude and duration,  any economic  benefit gained  through the user's violation, corrective 
actions  by the user,  the compliance history of the user, and any other factor as justice requires. 
 
D.  Filing a suit for civil penalties shall not be a bar against, or a  prerequisite for, taking any other  
action against a user. 
 
19-32.3 Criminal Prosecution 
A. A user which has willfully or negligently violated any provision of this ordinance, a wastewater  
discharge permit, or order issued hereunder, or any other pretreatment standard or requirement 
shall, upon conviction, be guilty  of a misdemeanor, punishable by  a fine of not more  than five 
thousand  (5000) dollars  per violation, per day. 
 
B.  A user which has willfully or negligently introduced any substance into the POTW which 
causes personal injury  or property damage shall, upon conviction, be subject to the maximum 
allowable penalty under State law and/or be subject to imprisonment.  This penalty shall 
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be in addition to any other cause of action for personal injury or property damage available under 
State law. 
 
C.  A user which knowingly made any false statements, representations, or certifications in any 
application, record, report, plan, or other documentation filed, or required to be maintained,  
pursuant to  this ordinance, wastewater discharge permit, or order issued hereunder, or who 
falsified, tampered with,  or knowingly  rendered inaccurate any monitoring device or method 
required under this ordinance shall, upon conviction,  be punished by a fine of not more than five 
thousand (5000) dollars per violation per day. 
 
19-32.4 Remedies Nonexclusive 
The provisions in Sections 19-30 through 19-33 of this ordinance are not exclusive remedies.  The 
City reserves the right to take any, all, or any combination of these actions against a noncompliant 
user.   Enforcement of pretreatment violations will generally be in accordance with the City's 
enforcement response plan.  However, the City reserves the right to take other action against any 
user when the circumstances warrant.  Further, the City is empowered to take more than one 
enforcement  action against any noncompliant user. These actions may be taken concurrently. 
 
19-33 Supplemental Enforcement Action 
19-33.1 Performance Bonds 
The Commissioner may decline to issue or reissue a wastewater discharge permit to any user-  
which has failed to comply with any provision of this ordinance, a previous wastewater discharge 
permit or order issued hereunder, or any other pretreatment standard or requirement unless such 
user first files a satisfactory band, payable to the City, in a sum not to exceed  a value determined 
by the Commissioner to be necessary to achieve consistent compliance. 
 
19-33.2  Liability Insurance 
The Commissioner may decline to issue or reissue a wastewater discharge permit to any user which 
has failed to comply with  any provision of this ordinance, a previous wastewater discharge permit 
or order issued hereunder, or any other pretreatment standard or requirement, unless the user first 
submits proof that it has obtained financial as assurances sufficient to restore or repair damage to 
the POTW  caused by its discharge, 
 
19-33.3  Water Supply Severance 
Whenever a user has violated or continues to violate any provision of this ordinance, a wastewater 
discharge permit or order issued hereunder, or any other pretreatment standard or requirement, 
water service to  the user may he severed.   Service will only recommence, at the user 's expense,  
after it has satisfactorily demonstrated its ability to comply. 
 
19-33.4 Public Nuisances 
A violation of any provision of this ordinance,  a wastewater discharge permit, or order  issued 
hereunder, or any other pretreatment standard or requirement, is hereby declared a public 
nuisance and shall be corrected or abated as directed  by the Commissioner. Any person(s) creating 
a public nuisance shall be subject to the provisions of the City Code governing such nuisances, 
including reimbursing the City for any costs incurred in removing, abating, or remedying said 
nuisance. 
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19-33.5 Informant Rewards 
RESERVED 
 
19-33.6  Contractor Listing 
Users which have not achieved compliance with applicable pretreatment standards and 
requirements may be declared not eligible to receive a contractual award for the sale of goods or 
services to the City. Existing contracts far the sale of goods or services to the City held by a user 
found to be in significant noncompliance with pretreatment standards or requirements may be 
terminated at the discretion of the City. 
 
19-34 - Affirmative Defenses To Discharge Violations 
RESERVED 
 
19-35 – Wastewater Treatment Rates 
RESERVED 
 
19-36 – Miscellaneous Provisions 
19-6.1 Pretreatment Fees and Pollutant Surcharges 
The City may adopt reasonable fees for reimbursement of costs of setting up and operating the  
City' s  Pretreatment program. The City may also adopt and establish pollutant (including flow) 
surcharge limits and rates. The pretreatment fee and pollutant surcharge program established and 
controlled by the City Council may include but is not limited to: 
 

A.  Fees for wastewater discharge permit applications including the cost of processing such 
applications 
 
B. Fees for monitoring, inspection, and surveillance procedures including the cost of   
collection and analyzing a user's discharge, and reviewing monitoring reports submitted by 
users; 
 
C. Fees for reviewing and responding to accidental discharge procedures and construction; 
 
D. Fees for filing appeals: 
 
E. Fees for pollutant surcharges; and 
 
F. Other fees as the City may deem necessary to carry out the requirements contained 
herein.  These fees relate solely to the matters covered by this ordinance and are separate  
from all other fees, fines, and penalties chargeable by the City. 

 
Fee Schedule: 
Industrial Discharge Application $25.00 
State Sewer Permit Review $25.00 
Pretreatment Inspection $25.00 
Compliance Sampling $25.00 
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Appeal Filing $25.00 
Annual industrial Discharge Permit Fee $25.00 
 
Surcharge Rates: 
Biochemical Oxygen Demand 0.10 per pound over 400 mq/l 
Total Suspended Solids 0.15 per pound over 400 mg/l 
 
19-36.2  Severability 
If any provision of this Ordinance is invalidated by any court of competent jurisdiction, the 
remaining previsions shall not be effected and shall continue in full force and effect. 
 
19-36.3 Conflicts 
All other ordinances and parts of ether ordinances inconsistent or conflicting with any part of this 
ordinance, are hereby repealed to the extent of the inconsistency or conflict. 
 
19-37 – Effective Date 
This ordinance shall be in full force and effect immediately following its passage, approval and 
publication, as provided by law. 
 
19-50 Illicit Inflow/Infiltration into Municipal Sewer Collection and Treatment System 
19-51.  Purpose:   
 
To eliminate all private sources of inflow and infiltration into the City of Taunton’s municipal 
sewer system and  publicly owned treatment works.  (Ord of 7/19/2005) 
 
19-52 Definitions:   
 
(a) Combined Sewer:  That portion of the POTW collection system, which is a drain or sewer 
receiving storm water runoff, groundwater and sanitary sewage and/or industrial wastes.   
(b) Infiltration:  Shall mean the water entering the sewage system, including building sewers, from 
ground or water body through such means as, but not limited to, defective pipes, pipe joints, 
connections or manhole walls. 
(c) Inflow:  Shall mean the extraneous water discharged into the POTW collection system,  
including but not limited to, roof leaders, cellars, yard, and area drains, foundation drains, cooling 
water discharges, drains from springs and swampy area, manhole covers, cross connections from 
storm sewers and combined sewers, catch basin, storm waters, surface runoff, street wash water, 
drainage or sump pumps.   
(d) Private Source:    Any non-municipally owned building, structure or property within the City of 
Taunton or connected to the City of Taunton’s POTW collections system 
(e) Prohibited Connections:  A connection of exhaust from steam engines, blow-offs from boilers, 
roof down spouts, exterior foundation drains, areaway drains, cellar floor drainage or other sources 
of surface runoff or groundwater or inflow to a building sewer which in turn is connected directly 
or indirectly to a sanitary/sewer.  
(f) Publically Owned Treatment Works:  (POTW) A treatment works as defined by Section 212 of 
the Act of the Act (33 U.S.C. 292), which is owned by the City.  This device includes any devices 
or systems used in the collection, storage, treatment, recycling and reclamation of sewage or 
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industrial wastes of a liquid nature and any conveyances which convey wastewater to a treatment 
plant.  
 
19-53 Prohibited Activity:  Notwithstanding any other provision of the City ordinances, effective 
July 1, 2005, it shall be unlawful for any private source to:  
(a) Discharge into the City’s POTW collection system, or to any connection, appurtenances or 
structure leading thereto, water in any form, as defined as “inflow” in Section 19.52(b) or 
infiltration as defined in Section 19.52(b)  
 (b)  Construct, maintain, continue or allow a prohibited connection as defined in Section 19.52(d) 
above. (Ord of 7/19/2005) 
 
19-54 Required Activity:   
 
Amnesty: 
(a)   No later than six months following the date of passage of this ordinance, all existing private 
sources of  inflow and all prohibited connections to POTW shall be eliminated by the private 
source.  
 
Notice: 
(b)   To the extent that the City has identified  private sources of inflow and prohibited connections, 
the Commissioner shall cause notice to be given to the sources of the prohibitions and requirements 
of this ordinance.  Said notice shall contain as a minimum:  
 a.    A copy of this ordinance. 
 b. Recommended options for elimination and compliance, including sources of technical 
and/or financial assistance from any Federal, State or Local Agencies or private or public non-
profit agencies only to the extent that the Commissioner is aware of the same at the time of sending 
notice. 
 c.  The identification, including telephone number and address, of the City’s contact person 
for implementation of this ordinance.  
 
Failure of Notice Not Defense 
(c)  Failure of the Commissioner to either provide notice or provide notice with the contents 
defined in Section 19.54(b) a-c above shall not be an excuse for violation of or a defense against 
enforcement of this ordinance. (Ord of 7/19/2005) 
 
19-55  Powers and Authority of Inspections – Permission For:   
 
Duly authorized employees of the Public Works Department, the City of Taunton, bearing proper 
credentials and identification shall be permitted to enter, at reasonable times, all properties for the 
purpose of inspection, observation, measurement, repair, maintenance, sampling, and testing in 
accordance with the provisions of this ordinance.  (Ord of 7/19/2005) 
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19-56 Enforcement 
 
(a) Any person who violates the terms of this ordinance shall be subject to a fine of $300.00 for 
each offense each day in which a violation continues. Each day shall be considered a separate 
violation of this ordinance and shall be punishable by an additional $300.00 violation. 
 
(b) The Commissioner and/or his designee in addition to the Zoning Enforcement Officer and any 
other Public Officer authorized by the Law of the Commonwealth, the Revised Ordinances of the 
City of Taunton to enforce ordinances, may enforce the provisions of this Section. (Ord of 
7/19/2005) 
 
19-57 Exemptions/Hearings  
 
(a).  Exemption.  No existing private source of inflow or any other violation of the ordinance shall 
be allowed to continue beyond the amnesty period defined in Section 19.54(a) above, except upon 
a showing of technical infeasibility as defined in Section (b), below or if compliance with this 
ordinance would jeopardize public health or safety in the Commissioner’s sole determination.  
 
(b) Technical Infeasibility.  Technical infeasibility for compliance shall exist, where, upon a final 
determination by the Commissioner that because of the soil conditions, elevations, proximity to 
naturally occurring or man made drainage systems compliance is impossible.  Financial hardship 
shall not constitute technical infeasibility for purposes of this ordinance.  
(c)  Hearing. A party may request, in writing a hearing before the Commissioner to determine 
whether the party is entitled to an exception within the meaning of Section (b) above. 
(d)  Appeal. The decision of the Commissioner shall be final and binding.  Appeal therefore may 
only be taken by writ of certiorari pursuant to Massachusetts General Law Chapter 249, §4.   

(Ord of 7/19/2005) 
 
19-60 Establishment of Sewer Bank And Infiltration/Inflow Removal Fee 
19-61 Purpose 
 
The purpose of the Sewer Bank is to allow limited expansion of sewers while 
decreasing the burden on an overtaxed sewer system. The Taunton sewer system 
currently experiences overflows during times of high groundwater and heavy rainfall, 
and allowing additional flow into the system without reductions in extraneous flow 
would worsen the problem. The Sewer Bank will ensure that groundwater and 
rainfall, or Infiltration/Inflow (I/I), will be removed in sufficient amounts to allow 
additional sanitary sewage to be discharged to the system. (Ord of 12-9-2008) 
 
19-62 Accounting 

 
The Sewer Bank is a method of determining the quantity of sanitary sewer 
(wastewater) flows that can be added to the system as a function of how much I/I has 
been removed from the system. The unit of measurement for the Sewer Bank shall be 
gallons per day (gpd) of maximum daily wastewater flow. Each gpd of wastewater 
maximum daily flow shall be considered one “credit”. When I/I is removed from the 
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system, the bank will be credited in gallons of maximum daily wastewater flow. 
When connections are made to the sewer system, the flows will be deducted from the 
Sewer Bank. 
 
I/I reduction credits to the Sewer Bank shall be calculated from April 15, 2005. 
Wastewater flow debits from the Sewer Bank shall be calculated from July 1, 2008. 
 
The City will add flow to the sewer bank for work done in reducing I/I to the sewer 
system. For illegally connected sump pumps, the City will add 500gpd of flow to the 
Sewer Bank for each permanently redirected sump pump. For all other reduction 
projects the City will add one gallon of flow to the Sewer Bank for every five gallons 
of I/I removed. Wastewater design flows shall be calculated based on the most recent 
version of Massachusetts Title V Regulations (310 CMR 15.203). Maximum daily 
wastewater flows from facilities not listed in Title V shall be calculated by a Licensed 
Professional Engineer in the Commonwealth of Massachusetts and submitted for 
approval by the Commissioner of Public Works. When the City permits/approves 
extensions and or connections to the sewer system the City will reduce the Sewer 
Bank by the approved design flow. The extensions and or connections also 
apply to the Inter-municipal Agreements. 
 
The Sewer Bank shall be administered by the Commissioner of Public Works. 
Changes and exceptions to the administration procedures shall be at the discretion of 
the Commissioner, with the approval of the City Council. The Commissioner shall be 
responsible for crediting and debiting the Sewer Bank, and for keeping copies of all 
Sewer Bank transactions. (Ord of 12-9-2008) 
 
19-63 Applicability 

 
All construction activities resulting in additional wastewater flow to the City sewer 
system shall be subject to the requirements of the Sewer Bank. This includes, but is 
not limited to, new connections to the sewer system, expansion/renovation of existing 
buildings, and construction of additional buildings on existing lots. Expansion and / 
or renovation of an existing single family residential home is exempt from this 
ordinance. 
 
The Sewer Bank is established for lots located inside the existing sewer area and for 
those lots existing within the prioritized “needs area” as established in the 
Comprehensive Wastewater Management Plan published July 2005. All lots existing 
outside the “needs area” shall be serviced by means of on-lot treatment and disposal 
systems, as required by the Title V State Environmental Code (310 CMR 15), and 
shall not be connected to the City’s sewer system. The owner of a lot located outside 
of the sewer area wishing to connect to the City sewer system may file a “Notice of 
Project Change” with MEPA per 301 CMR 11.10 (1). Owner shall meet all 
requirements of MADEP and must also receive approval from the Taunton DPW and 
the City Council in order to be allowed to connect to the sewer system. Any owner 
receiving approval to connect through this process shall be subject to the fees 
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established in this Ordinance. 
 
Applications for connection to the sewer system shall be reviewed on a first come, 
first served basis. If there are limited credits available in the Sewer Bank, existing 
buildings will be given first opportunity to connect. (Ord of 12-9-2008) 
 
19-64 Conditions for Connections 

 
Sewer connections may only be made when the Sewer Bank has a positive balance, 
indicating that there is available capacity in the system. If there is insufficient 
capacity available to accommodate the flows generated by the new connection, the 
connection cannot be made until sufficient capacity is achieved. 
If the Sewer Bank has insufficient capacity to accommodate a new connection, the 
owner may petition the Taunton DPW for a project that will satisfy the requirements 
of a 5 to 1 ratio of I/I removed to maximum daily wastewater added.  The City 
shall identify a project of sufficient scope to satisfy the Sewer Bank balance.  The 
City shall be responsible for identifying a new project that meets the requirements of 
the applicant for a new connection. The City shall contract the required work with an 
outside independent contractor. The applicant shall not be allowed to connect to the 
sewer system until the the sewer bank has been properly replenished to accommodate 
the applicants new connection.. 
 
The Owner may petition the Commissioner to undertake a potable 
Water Use Reduction project in lieu of contributing to the I&I fund or 
undertaking an individual I&I project. Water Use Reduction projects shall consist of 
the supply and replacement of existing standard water fixtures (toilets, showerheads, 
faucets, etc.) with low-flow equivalents, thereby reducing the amount of flow 
contributed to the sewer system. All low-flow fixtures MUST carry USEPA’s 
WaterSense label. The City and the Owner shall enter into a contract to govern the 
execution of a Water Use Reduction Project. The scope of the water use Reduction 
project shall be designed to achieve a cost that is nearly equal to the cost that would 
be otherwise required by using the established I&I fee. This is necessary as Water 
Use Reduction projects can vary significantly in cost due to the variability of the 
work to be performed, e.g. cost difference between a low flow shower head versus a 
low flow toilet. Every Water Use Reduction project shall achieve at least a 1 for 1 
reduction. No crediting or debiting of the Sewer Bank shall be made for a Water Use 
Reduction Project. Water use reduction calculations must be certified by a licensed 
professional engineer in the Commonwealth of Massachusetts and approved by the 
Commissioner of Public Works. Owners completing eligible Water Use Reduction 
projects shall be exempt from the I/I Removal Fee. (Ord of 12-9-2008) 
 
19-65 Exceptions to Conditions 

 
Any existing building within the existing sewer area or needs area with an on-site 
wastewater system that is deemed by the Taunton Board of Health to be a threat to 
public health shall be allowed to connect to the sewer system immediately, regardless 
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of the balance of the Sewer Bank. Applicable permits shall be required. I/I Removal 
fees shall still apply. (Ord of 12-9-2008) 
 
19-66 I/I Removal Fee 

 
The Standard I/I Removal Fee shall be $5 per gpd of wastewater flow removed from 
the Sewer Bank. The I/I fee shall be deposited in a revolving account to be used only 
for improvements to the City’s sewer and storm water systems.  The City Auditor is hereby 
authorized to establish a revolving fund to accomplish said objectives. 
 
Residents may request a reduced fee if they meet ALL of the following requirements: 
1. Homeowner must be over 65 years of age. 
2. Homeowner must have been a resident of Taunton for a minimum of 20 years. 
3. Homeowner must be able to demonstrate that they belong under the low-income category). (i.e. 
Low-income families are defined as families whose income does not 
exceed 80% of the median income for the City of Taunton) 
 
Residents meeting ALL of the above requirements shall not be assessed Removal Fee  for 
wastewater flow removed from the Sewer Bank. (Ord of 12-9-2008) 
 
19-67 Termination of Ordinance 

 
Should the elimination of the Combined Sewer Overflow structure (located on West 
Water Street) occur and the hydraulic capacity of the sewer system be restored to a 
condition that will protect the public’s health and safety and function in a manner that 
will convey wastewater in an efficient manner within the standard guidelines 
common to engineering practice as required by the regulatory agencies of appropriate jurisdiction, 
then this ordinance shall be terminated as approved by order the City Council. (Ord of 12-9-2008) 



 City of Taunton Revised Ordinances 

2010 Printing 1/5/2010                                    Chapter 20  Page 386 
 

 
 

Chapter 20 
 

STREETS AND SIDEWALKS' 
Art.    I. In General, secs 20-1--20-39 
Art.   II. Supervisor of Streets, secs 20-40--20-66 
Art.  III. Excavations and Obstructions, secs 20-67--20-89 
Art.  IV. Parade, Etc., Permits, secs 20-90--20-116 
Art.   V. Laying Out Streets, secs 20-117--20-140 
Art.  VI. Sidewalks, secs 20-141--20-143 
 

ARTICLE I. IN GENERAL 
 
Sec. 20-1. Traffic division set up within department of public works; composition. 
 
(a) A  traffic  division  shall  be  set  up  within  the department of public works consisting of four 
(4) staff. The traffic division shall include a sign painter and letterer and three (3) spray painters 
and road markers. 
 
(b) The staff and equipment of this division shall be stationed at the city garage and shall come 
under the supervision and jurisdiction of commissioner of public works and the committee on the 
department of public works. (Rev. Ords. 1964, sec 16-2) 
 
Sec. 20-2. Issuance, etc, of licenses or permits. 
 
Licenses and permits required by this chapter, unless otherwise specifically provided, shall be 
issued by the supervisor of streets and shall be countersigned by the city engineer, before the same 
shall take effect. (Rev. Ords. 1964, sec 18-1a; Ord of 11-1-71) 
Cross references --Committee on public property, Ch. 2, Art. II, Div. 2; city engineer to have custody of plans and 
notes pertaining to streets, sec 2-101; house numbering, sec 4-1; moving buildings through streets, sec 4-2; motor 
vehicles and traffic, Ch. 1,7; parks, recreation and public grounds, Ch. 15; planning, Ch. 16; sewers and drains, Ch. 19: 
water, Ch. 22. 
 
State law references- jurisdiction of cities over highways, M.G.L.A.,c. 82, sec 17 et seq.; regulations relative to public 
ways generally, M.G.L.A., c. 85; authority to regulate use of ways for certain purposes, M.G.L.A., c. 85, sec 10: 
regulations relative to sidewalks, M.G.L.A., c. 83. sec 25, et seq.  
 
Sec. 20-3. Permit required to erect posts, curbstones and fences. 
 
No person shall erect or remove any post in the streets or ways, or change the grade or width of any 
street, way or sidewalk, without a permit from the Municipal Counsel or designee. Such work or 
change to be done under the supervision, and to the satisfaction, of the supervisor of streets,. No 
permit shall be granted to erect, place or change any fence or building adjoining any public street, 
way or sidewalk, until the true bounds of the street, way or sidewalk having been first ascertained 
to the satisfaction of the city engineer by the applicant. (Rev. Ords. 1964, sec 18-2; Ord of 8-8-
2000) 
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Sec 20-3.1 Driveway Openings; Curb Cuts 
Any person who builds or expands a business use, residential use,, or other facility intending to 
utilize an existing or a new access to a local roadway, or seeks to alter or expand an existing access 
to a roadway,  other than a state highway location, shall be required to obtain a permit from the 
Commissioner of the Taunton Department of Public Works or  designee under this section before 
constructing or using such access.  Said person may be required by the Department of Public 
Works to install and pay for, pursuant to a permit under this section, standard traffic-control 
devices, pavement markings, channelization, or other roadway improvements to facilitate safe and 
efficient traffic flow, or such roadway improvements may be installed by the Department, and up to 
100 percent of the cost of such improvements may be assessed upon such persons. Access from 
properties on or abutting state highways must be formally permitted by the Massachusetts Highway 
Department. (Ord of 5-7-96; Ord of 8-8-2000) 
 
Sec. 20-4. License  required  to  maintain  booths, stands, tents, etc. 
 
No person shall place, erect or maintain in any public street, way or place or upon any lands of the 
city, any stand, booth, tent, stall, table or other structure, without a license from the mayor and 
municipal council, who may grant the same upon such terms and conditions as they deem proper. 
(Rev. Ords. 1964, sec 18-3) 
 
Sec. 20-5. Permit required for projecting signs, advertising devices, clocks, marquees, etc.; 
fee. 
 
No person shall place or maintain signs, advertising devices, clocks, marquees, public telephones, 
telephone booths and other appurtenances, permanent awnings or other structures projecting over 
the line of any street or sidewalk of the city, without permission from the municipal council; and no 
such permit shall be granted for the placing or maintenance of such structure unless the petitioner 
shall have filed plans, satisfactory to the inspector of buildings, showing size and type of the 
proposed structure and the method of attaching such structure to the building. The fee for such 
license shall be one hundred dollars ($100.00), payable in advance. Any permit granted under this 
section shall apply only to the particular structure covered by the petition and no substitution shall 
be made excepting with the express permission of the municipal council 
 (Rev. Ords. 1964, sec18-4; Ord of 8-8-2000) 
State law reference--Similar provisions, M.G.L.A., c. 85, sec 8. 
 
Sec. 20-7. Gates or doors not to swing open into street. 
 
No person shall allow any gate or door belonging to premises owned or occupied by him/her or 
under their legal control, adjoining any street in the city, to swing over or into the street. (Rev. 
Ords. 1964, sec 18-6) 
 
Sec. 20-8. Permit required to carry placards, banners, etc. 
 
No person shall place or carry on or upon any public street or sidewalk any board, banner, placard 
or sign for advertising purposes or for the purpose of displaying or attracting attention to the same, 
without written permission from the chief of police. (Rev. Ords. 1964, sec 18-7) 
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Sec. 20-12. Entrances to cellars or basements. 
 
No person shall allow the platform or grate of the entrance or passageway to their cellar or 
basement in any street or sidewalk, to rise above the surface thereof; and every such entrance or 
passageway shall, at all times, be kept covered by a suitable and substantial platform or grate, 
unless authorized to be kept open temporarily, by the superintendent of streets; and in such case, it 
shall be protected by a sufficient railing on both sides, thereof, at least two and one-half (2 1/2) feet 
high, and well lighted at night. (Rev. Ords. 1964, sec18-11) 
 
Sec. 20-13. Ball games in streets prohibited; coasting. 
 
No person shall play any game of ball or football, or throw a stone, snowball or other missile, 
within any street of the city; or without the permission of the supervisor of streets, coast in the 
streets or upon sidewalks, with hand sleds or otherwise. (Rev. Ords. 1964, sec 18-12) 
 
Sec. 20-14. Driving on sidewalks. 
 
No person shall drive, wheel or draw any vehicle except a child's carriage or wheelchair or other 
ADA approved locomotion pushed or drawn by hand upon any sidewalk. (Rev. Ords. 1964, sec18-
13; Ord of 8-8-2000) 
 
Sec. 20-15. Obstructing streets prohibited; impoundment. 
 
No person shall allow any car, trailer, dumpster or other vehicle of any description to remain in any 
street or way, so as to obstruct the same after having been ordered by the mayor, the chief of police, 
or any police officer, to remove the same. (Rev. Ords. 1964, sec18-14; Ord of 8-8-2000) 
 
Sec. 20-16. Injuring street signs, etc. 
 
No person shall injure, deface or destroy any street sign, guidepost, electric light pole, electric light, 
or any tree, building, fence, post or other thing, set, erected or made for the use or ornament of the 
city, nor paint, or draw any word or figure upon any curbstone or sidewalk. (Rev. Ords. 1964, sec 
18-15) 
Cross reference--Signs, signals and markings, Ch. 13, Art. V. 
 
Sec. 20-17. Impure water not to run into streets.  
 
No person shall allow any sink water, or other impure water, or any waste water, to run from any 
building or lot occupied by him/her, or under their legal control, onto any street, without the 
approval of the commissioner of public works. (Rev. Ords. 1964, sec18-17) 
 
Sec. 20-18. Discharge of water from roofs. 
 
No water shall be discharged from the roof of any building so as to flow along or across any 
sidewalk upon any street. (Rev. Ords. 1964, sec 18-18; Ord of 8-8-2000) 
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Sec. 20-19. Washing windows from sidewalks.  
Deleted 
 (Rev. Ords. 1964, sec 12-33; Ord of 2-20-2001) 
 
Sec. 20-20. Removal of snow and ice required; penalty. 
 
The tenant, occupant and, in case there is no tenant or occupant, the owner or other person having 
the care of any building or lot of land bordering on any sidewalk on any public or private way 
located in any area designated as a "business district or central business district" by any zoning 
ordinance of the city shall cause the snow and ice to be removed from such sidewalk. If the snow 
ceases falling in the day it shall be removed within four (4) hours thereafter, and if it ceases falling 
in the nighttime it shall be removed before 11:00 a.m. of the succeeding day; and all ice formed 
upon any sidewalk in such streets as may be so designated, or otherwise deposited thereon, shall be 
removed within twenty-four (24) hours after the same is so formed or deposited unless within such 
time the sidewalk is otherwise rendered safe for travel. The penalty for the violation of this section 
shall be a fine not in excess of fifty dollars ($50.00) for each violation. (Rev. Ords. 1964, sec 18-
19; Ord. of 2-9-65; Ord of 8-8-2000) 
Cross reference--Traffic regulations for snow emergencies, Ch. 13, Art. VII. 
State law reference--Snow removal, M.G.L.A., c. 40, sec 21(2), (3), (4); c. 
 
Sec. 20-21. Removed  snow  not  to  be  placed  on streets. 
 
No person shall put, place or throw, or cause to be put, placed, or thrown, in or upon any street or 
other public place in this city any snow removed from sidewalks, driveways or premises adjacent to 
such streets or public place. This offense shall be punishable by a fine of $50 for the first offense, 
$500 for the second offense and $750 for the third offense.  Any operation of a commercial 
registered vehicle, which, for hire in the removal of snow and ice violates the above sections, shall 
be fined an additional $250 per offense (Rev. Ords. 1964, sec18-16; Ord of 5-13-2003) 
 
Sec. 20-22. Removal of snow and ice from roofs. 
 
The tenant, occupant and in case there is no tenant or occupant, the owner or other person having 
the care of any building adjoining any street or way, the roof whereof slopes toward the street or 
way, shall cause all snow and ice to be removed from the roof during business hours within three 
(3) hours after the same shall be formed or deposited. (Rev. Ords. 1964, sec18-20) 
 
Sec. 20-23. Entering barricaded portion of streets prohibited, 
 
No person, shall without authority, enter or remain upon any portion of the public or private streets 
which has lawfully been enclosed, barricaded or roped off. (Rev. Ords. 1964, sec 12-7; Ord of 8-8-
2000) 
 
Secs. 20-24--20-39. Reserved. 
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ARTICLE II. SUPERVISOR OF STREETS* 
 
Sec. 20-40. Election; oath of office; bond; limitation on interest. 
 
The supervisor of streets shall be appointed for a three (3) year term, pursuant to section 19.l(d) of 
the city charter. The whole time of the supervisor shall be at the disposal of the city. The supervisor 
of streets shall be duly sworn and shall give bond with sureties to be approved by the municipal 
council for the faithful performance of  duties and shall not in any manner directly or indirectly 
have any pecuniary interest in any purchase, contract or agreement appertaining to the division. 
(Rev. Ords. 1964, sec 18-21; Ord 8-8-2000) 
 
Sec. 20-41. Powers and duties generally. 
 
The supervisor of streets shall perform the duties, exercise the powers and be subject to the 
obligations of a surveyor of highways as provided by statute, and shall, under the direction and 
control of the  commissioner of public works  have the general superintendence of all streets, ways, 
lanes, sidewalks, bridges, culverts within the street limits, and public squares within the city. The 
supervisor of streets shall cause the same to be kept in repair and safe for public travel at all 
seasons of the year; shall make all necessary contracts for the supply of labor and materials and 
shall keep the public streets and other avenues of the city clean and in good condition for public 
use. For purposes of these ordinances all such streets, ways, lanes, sidewalks, bridges, and culverts 
erected and maintained upon property under the jurisdiction and control of the Taunton Housing 
Authority shall, upon due acceptance by the municipal council, be deemed public ways under the 
jurisdiction of the committee on the department of public works, the department of public works 
commissioner, and the department of public works supervisor of streets. The supervisor of streets 
shall notify the mayor, chief of police, or board of health of any encroachments, obstructions, or 
nuisances existing therein; and shall do all other things in relation thereto which the commissioner 
of public works  may order. The supervisor of streets may make such rules and regulations 
concerning the  men employed by the division as is  deemed expedient (Rev. Ords. 1964, sec 1822; 
Ord. of 5-15 73 Ord. of 11-28-82, sec 2; Ord of 8-15-2000) 
'Cross reference-Administration generally. Ch. 2. 
 
Sec. 20-42. Overseer of work construction. 
 
(a) The supervisor of streets and with the approval of the department of public works committee 
shall appoint a person whose title will be overseer of work construction. The duties of the overseer 
of work construction will be to oversee and report on all road construction in the city or in any 
other matter so related to the street division. The overseer of work construction shall be directly 
responsible to the supervisor of streets and shall act as his/her assistant and shall perform all duties 
as requested by the supervisor of streets under his/her direction  and control. 
 
(b) The overseer of work construction shall be knowledgeable of the correct  procedures to be 
followed in road repair, road construction and excavation 
  
(Rev. Ords 1964, sec 18-22a; Ord. of 7-23-74; Ord of 8-15-2000) 
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Sec. 20-43. Record of accounts; annual report. 
 
The supervisor of streets shall keep an exact account of the names of all persons furnishing labor or 
materials for the division and shall lay before the municipal council whenever ordered, a detailed 
statement thereof specifying, as nearly as may be, the amount expended upon each street in the 
several wards.  The supervisor of streets shall, annually, render to the municipal council a detailed 
report of the operations of the division during the preceding year, specifying as nearly as may be 
the amount expended in the several wards and upon the several streets and ways of the city. It shall 
also contain such other information and suggestions as are necessary to a full understanding of the 
condition and operations of the division. (Rev. Ords. 1964, sec 18-23) 
 
Sec. 20-44. Annual inventory. 
 
The supervisor shall annually, in the month of January, and at other times if the municipal council 
shall so order take inventory of all equipment, machinery and tools belonging to the division. (Rev. 
Ords. 1964, sec 18-24) 
 
Sec. 20-45. Estimates of layouts and alterations. 
 
Whenever it is proposed to lay out any street or way, or whenever any change in grade or alteration 
is required in any public street or way, and in any case when so directed by the municipal council, 
the supervisor of streets shall make or cause to be made a full and particular estimate of the cost of 
the proposed work. The supervisor of streets shall also ascertain, as nearly as may be, the damage 
which will accrue by reason of such work, to the abutters or others, and report, as soon as may be, 
all facts, estimates and other matters relating thereto to the municipal council. (Rev. Ords. 1964, 
sec 18-25) 
 
Sec. 20-46. Notice of permanent improvements to be given. 
 
It shall be the duty of the supervisor of streets, before making permanent improvement upon any 
public street within the city, to notify the committee on the department of public works, and all 
corporations having any franchise in such street of his/her intention to make such improvement, 
and also to give public notice thereof by advertisement in one or more newspapers, stating the time 
when the work of such improvement will be commenced. After the work of such improvement is 
completed that part of such street which has been so improved shall not be dug up or opened 
excepting in case of unforeseen accident or emergency. (Rev. Ords. 1964, sec 18-26; Ord of 8-15-
2000) 
 
Sec. 20-47. Street defects; records. 
 
Every person in the employ of the city shall forthwith send to the supervisor of streets notice of any 
defect in any street which may come to his/her notice, and all neglects to remove from sidewalks 
ice or snow. The supervisor of streets shall make a record of such notices with the name of the 
person making the report and the time when the report was made, in the book kept for that purpose. 
The supervisor of streets shall without delay examine the locality of the alleged defects and all 
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necessary steps taken to protect travelers from injury by such defects in the streets or ways, and 
repair the same. (Rev. Ords. 1964, sec 18-27) 
 
Sec. 20-48. Closing unsafe street; closing private ways. 
 
Whenever any public street, way or bridge becomes unsafe or inconvenient for public travel, the 
supervisor of streets shall forthwith, by proper barriers, shut off the portion thereof so unfit for 
public use and cause the same to be lighted at night, until the same is made safe and convenient for 
travel; and shall, whenever the public safety demands or the municipal council  directs,  cause  the  
entrance  of  any  private street or way opening into any public street or way to be forthwith closed. 
(Rev. Ords. 1964, sec 18-28) 
 
Sec. 20-49. Openings in streets. 
 
Whenever the committee on the department of public works or any person under their control shall 
enter upon and dig up any public street or way in the city, in laying, altering or repairing the 
conduits, pipes, sewers and drains therein, they shall, before such entry, notify in writing the 
supervisor of streets of their intention so to do; and such committee or any person under their 
control shall restore the streets and ways so entered to the acceptance of the supervisor of streets. In 
case of any default in so doing, the supervisor of streets shall make all repairs thereon necessary to 
secure a full restoration of such streets and ways; and all expenses thereby incurred shall be 
charged to the account of, and paid from the appropriation for the division which entered upon and 
dug up such street or way. (Rev. Ords. 1964, sec 18-39; Ord of 8-15-2000) 
 
Secs. 20-51--20-66. Reserved. 
 

ARTICLE III. EXCAVATIONS AND OBSTRUCTIONS* 
 

Sec. 20-67. Permit for digging up or obstructing generally- Required; emergencies.  
 
No person, including city departments, unless acting under authority of law, or in case of 
emergency, shall in any manner disturb the surface of any street, within the city, or deposit any  
stones,  bricks,  timber  or  other  materials thereon, without a permit. In cases of emergency work 
may begin before a permit is issued, but in such case, an application for a permit, properly and fully 
made out, on prescribed forms, must be made as soon thereafter as practicable. (Rev. Ords. 1964, 
sec 18-lb; Ord. of 11-1-71; Ord of 8-15-2000) 
 
Any person who disturbs the surface of any street without a permit authorizing them to do so shall 
be subject to fine(s) in accordance with MGL Chapter 40, section 21D, and City Ordinances 
adopting that legislation. (Ord of 7-11-97) 
 
'State law references--Notice to utilitv companies of excavations. M.G.L.A. c. 82, sec 40; local permit ordinances 
relative to excavations not affected or impaired, M.G.L..A.. c. 82. sec 40 
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Sec. 20-68. Same-Restrictions upon issuance. 
 
No permit which involves excavation in any street or way, including sidewalks and state highways 
located within the boundaries of the city, or the removal or the disturbing of any pavement, or other 
similar thing for any purpose whatever, shall be granted except under the following restrictions and 
conditions and such other restrictions and conditions as the supervisor of streets and or city 
engineer may deep proper: 

(1)  All trenches shall be backfilled in layers of not more than twelve (12) inches with each 
layer of backfill being properly compacted before the next layer shall be placed. Preference 
is given to the compaction being accomplished by water puddling or the use of the water jet 
method. Whichever method is employed, however, the procedure shall be followed until a 
depth of trench remains equal to the thickness of the paving plus six (6) inches. 
(2)  In all lateral cross trenches a six-inch thickness of three thousand (3,000) pound quick-
setting cement concrete composed of one (1) part cement, two (2) parts fine aggregate and 
three (3) parts coarse aggregate (all proportions to be by weight) or other approved mix 
shall be placed in the trench extending beyond the gutterline by twelve (12) inches on each 
side. The trench shall be plated and the concrete shall be allowed to set for a period of not 
less than twenty-four (24) hours before further work shall be done. 
(3)  The finish course shall be placed to the same depth as the original surface but shall not 
be less than 3 inches in depth with a material such as bituminous concrete-type mix. The 
surface following compaction by rolling shall conform to the grade of the contiguous paved 
area. 
(4)  Upon completion of the trench work and paving, the area shall be thoroughly cleaned, 
with any surplus material removed from the site of the work as directed by the supervisor of 
streets and at his/her discretion. 
(5)  The work shall be subject to the inspection of the supervisor of streets and city engineer 
for recommendations and final approval. 
(6)  With respect to streets or ways recently reconstructed or newly resurfaced with a 
permanent type paving, no street openings, utility service cuts or any other type of street 
surface disturbance will be permitted for a period of five (5) years from the date of 
completion of the project, except as authorized by statute (or) in cases of emergency, or as 
allowed by vote of the Municipal Council. 
(7)  All construction methods, materials, etc., shall conform to the Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts Highway Department standard specifications for highways and bridges. 
(8)  Except as authorized in writing by the department of public works commissioner or  
designee for the reasons that emergency public health or safety may require, no street, 
roadway or sidewalk, or any part thereof, shall be excavated or disturbed or remain 
excavated on Fridays, Saturdays, Sundays, public legal holidays, and the day preceding any 
public legal holiday, and all sidewalks, roadways and streets being repaired or excavated 
shall be restored to a safe reasonable passable condition for such designated ways. (9) No 
permits will be issued between November 1 and April 1 except in cases of emergency or as 
allowed by vote of the Municipal Council. ( Ord of 5-6-97) (Rev. Ords. 1964, sec 18-1d; 
Ord. of 11-1-71; Ord. of 9-22-87; Ord. of 4-18-89; Ord of 8-15-2000) 
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Sec. 20-69. Same-Bond required. 
 
(a) No permit required for excavation in any street or way, including sidewalks and state highways 
located within the boundaries of the city, shall be granted or issued unless and until the applicant 
has filed with the city treasurer/ collector a passbook in the name of the City of Taunton to enable 
the street division to complete any work not done to the satisfaction of the supervisors of streets 
and the city engineer. The passbook shall be in the base amount of $1,000.00  for up to four 
trenches plus $50.00/ s.y. of trench patches. For the purpose of this section, the decision as to the 
extent of the excavation shall be made by the city engineer. 
 
(b) A blanket bond is acceptable under this section and shall be in the amount of fifty thousand 
dollars ($50,000.00). This requirement is not applicable in cases where the city actually performs 
the work and is responsible for the proper application of the herein described construction 
procedures. 
 
(c) The bonds required herein shall by their terms remain effective and in full form for a period of 
nine (9) months following the completion of the project and shall not be released without written 
authorization of the supervisor of the street division. (Rev. Ords. 1964, sec 18-lg; Ord. of 11-1-71; 
Ord. of 2-10-87; Ord. of 4-18-89; Ord of 5-12-97; Ord of 8-15-2000; Ord of 1-14-2003) 
 
Sec. 20-70. Same-Revocation. 
 
Any permit for disturbing the surface of any street as herein provided, may be revoked by the 
supervisor of streets  for any violation of such restrictions as may be placed on such permit.  Such 
violations uncorrected within two weeks of notification shall indicate that the bond is forfeited to 
the City (Rev. Ords. 1964, sec18-lf; Ord. of 11-1-71; Ord of 5-6-97 ) 
 
Sec. 20-71. Same-Terms. 
 
Every application to disturb the surface of any street  in the city, shall be fully and completely filled 
out on the prescribed application form, signed by the applicant, or some other person duly 
authorized in writing to do so. (Rev. Ords. 1964, sec 18-lc; Ord. of 11-1-71; Ord of 5-6-97) 
 
Sec. 20-72. Indemnification of city. 
 
The applicant for a permit under this article shall hold the city harmless and indemnified for all 
loss, cost, damage, expense and liability on account of the disturbance of the street  surface and any 
work done in connection therewith. (Rev. Ords. 1964, sec 18-le; Ord. of 11-1-71; Ord of 5-6-97) 
 
Sec. 20-73. Traffic control officers; barricades and walks. 
 
(a) An adequate number of police officers for traffic control, as determined by  the supervisor of 
streets or the chief of  police or by either of their representatives, shall be furnished at the expense 
of the licensee for the entire duration of the project. Violators shall be punished by a fine of one 
hundred dollars ($100.00) for each day such violation exists. 
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(b) Any person intending to erect or repair any building upon land abutting upon a street or 
sidewalk area when it is necessary to use a portion of the street or sidewalk area, shall give notice 
to the supervisor of streets, who may at the owner's request, set apart such portion of the street or 
sidewalk area as he/she may deem expedient for such use. Such person shall, when required by the 
supervisor of streets, construct and maintain a suitable sidewalk around the obstruction. 
 
 (c) Every person who has been issued a permit under this article to obstruct or render unsafe any  
street or sidewalk, shall guard the same by a proper fence or railing and by lights during the 
nighttime, subject to the approval of the supervisor of streets. (Rev. Ords. 1964, sec 18-1; Ord. of 
10-14-69; Ord of 5-6-97; Ord of 8-15-2000) 
 
Secs. 20-74--20-89. Reserved. 
 

ARTICLE IV. PARADE, ETC., PERMITS 
 

Sec. 20-90. Required. 
 
It shall be unlawful for any person or group to use any portion of a public street, roadway or 
sidewalk, in whole or in part, in the city for any parade, public entertainment, speech, rally, 
demonstration or any combination thereof or for any use which in any way limits the use of the 
street, roadway or sidewalk by others without having obtained a permit therefor, unless such use is 
a permitted use, as defined herein, which requires no permit and such permitted use is conducted 
following the limitations set for such use. 
 
Sec. 20-91. Issuance for commercial uses prohibited. 
 
No permit shall be allowed for any commercial use of any portion of a street, sidewalk or roadway. 
However, the council may by ordinance designate certain streets, sidewalks or roadways or 
portions thereof in which commercial uses may be allowed by permit or lease. Such uses shall be 
subject to standards as set forth  in the applicable ordinance. 
 
Sec. 20-92. Application-Generally. 
 
(a) An application for a permit required by this article containing the information required in this 
article, shall be filed with the chief of police by any group desiring to use any street, sidewalk or 
roadway. 
 
(b) All applications shall be filed at least thirty (30) days in advance of the date of the requested 
use, unless the chief of police, in his/her discretion, shall waive this time requirement. Such 
discretion shall be based upon the type of use for which the facilities are requested, estimated 
number of people to attend, publicity of the event, and the nature of the event. 
 
(c) Application shall be made on forms prepared by the chief of police and shall contain 
information required by section 20-93. 
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Sec. 20-93. Same--Contents;  accompanying  documents. 
 
(a) The application form for any permit for the use of any street, sidewalk or roadway shall contain, 
in addition to any other information the chief of police shall deem necessary, the following 
information: 

(1) Name and address of the applicant and the sponsoring organization, if any, and the 
names and addresses of the officers and employees of the sponsoring organization. 
(2) The type of use to be requested, whether it is to be a parade, public entertainment, 
speech, rally, demonstration, or any combination thereof. 
(3) The location proposed to be used, unless the site is to be selected by the chief of police. 
(4) The expected size of the using group. Such estimated size shall not be held to be 
conclusive of the size of any group. 
(5) The date and time of such use and the method of advertising it, if any, in detail. 
(6) The names and addresses of the persons to be in charge of such use at the park site. 
(7) If  a  parade,  public  entertainment,  speech,  rally, demonstration, or any combination 
thereof, a list of mechanical equipment to be used, any motor vehicles to be used, any 
animals to be used, and a description of any sound amplification to be used. 
 (8) Proposed policing of the group which shall include the number of people to direct 
traffic, set up and clean up and to maintain order if necessary during the event or use if such 
policing is necessary. If the chief of police deems it reasonable to require special duty 
police, such application shall set forth the number to be employed, which employment shall 
be the responsibility of the applicant. 

 
(b) The application shall be accompanied by liability insurance purchased by the applicant for 
protection of the public and members of the group which policy shall name the city as an insured 
party and shall indemnify and save harmless the city in an amount to be determined by the chief of 
police or the applicant shall set out the insurance proposed. 
 
(c) The  application  shall  be  accompanied  by  a  bond purchased by the applicant in an amount 
determined by the chief of police, to be a reasonable amount, based upon the use and the expected 
size of the group, to insure against damage or the applicant shall set out the bond proposed. 
 
(d) The chief of police may waive any of the above requirements when not applicable to the 
proposed use or event and may prescribe different forms for the applications for different events, as 
long as they are generally in conformity with this section. 
 
Sec. 20-94. Standards for issuance. 
 
The chief of police shall examine the application for a permit required by this article and shall grant 
or deny such permit based upon the following standards: 

(1) Whether or not the date and times of such proposed use will disrupt the use of the streets 
by the public to an unreasonable extent at a date and time when the public uses the streets to 
a great extent. 
(2) Whether or not the estimated size of the group will disrupt the use of the streets by the 
public to an unreasonable extent or can be held because of its size. 
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(3) Whether or not the proposed street can accommodate the group based upon its size and 
the facilities available for health and sanitation. 
(4) Whether or not the application demonstrates that the applicant  has  the  means,  funds, 
planning  and coordination to hold such event as is proposed in view of the proposed time 
and place, facilities available, traffic control, parking requirements, policing and to meet the 
requirements of the permit. 
(5) Whether or not the application demonstrates that the event is of such size and nature 
requiring the diversion of so great a number of police officers of the city  to  properly  
police  the  event  and  the  areas contiguous thereto that allowing the event would deny 
reasonable protection to the city. 
(6) Whether or not the event will interfere with another event for which a permit has been 
granted. 
(7) Whether or not any information in the application turns out to be false or nonexistent in 
any material detail. 
(8) Whether or not the proposed event would interfere unreasonably as to date and time 
with the inhabitants of the surrounding area. 
(9) If the proposed event has been previously held, whether or not the results thereof have 
been favorable or unfavorable. 
(10) Whether or not the applicant has previously demonstrated inability to comply with a 
permit for pervious event. 
(11) Whether or not the applicant is a commercial or charitable applicant, the policy being 
to prohibit commercial use. 
(12) Whether or not the length of time of the proposed event is unreasonable. 
 (13) Whether or not there is additional information which reasonably leads the chief of 
police to conclude that the proposed event will not comply with the laws of the state, the 
ordinances of the city or the permit of the city. 

 
Sec. 20-95. Grant or denial. 
 
(a) The chief of police shall have a reasonable time to grant or deny the permit required by this 
article. The length of time which is reasonable shall be determined on the type of use, the 
information supplied, the time of filing of the application, the extent of advance preparation and 
planning demonstrated and reasonably required, and the manner in which the application 
demonstrates whether or not the proposed use meets the standards and purposes of this chapter. 
 
(b) The chief of police shall grant or deny the permit in writing, and the grant or denial shall be 
mailed or delivered to the applicant. 
 
(c) The chief of police shall immediately forward, upon the grant or denial of a permit, a copy of 
the same to the council by regular mail or delivery in person. 
 
(d) If the chief of police denies the permit, the chief shall do so in writing and shall specify the 
reasons thereof. 
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Sec. 20-96. Terms and conditions. 
 
The chief of police shall, if the permit required by this article is granted, set forth the terms and 
conditions of such permit, which shall specify the following: 

(1) Date, time and place; 
(2) Insurance and bond requirements; 
(3) If a parade, the route or staging area; 
(4) Number of monitors or policing personnel required; 
(5) Other requirements deemed necessary by the chief of police; and 
(6) Nothing contained or omitted in such permit shall be deemed to have waived any 
requirements of this article or any other ordinance of the city or any state law. 

 
Sec. 20-97. Insurance and bond prerequisite to issuance. 
 
In the event that the permit required by this article is granted for any proposed use, the applicant 
shall post proof of insurance and bond as may be required at the time of receipt of the permit; and 
no permit will be issued without such insurance or bond. 
 
Sec. 20-98. Review by council of grant or denial. 
 
Upon receipt of the copy of the grant or denial of a permit pursuant to this article, the council may, 
upon its own motion determine that it shall review the action of the chief of police; and the council 
may set aside the action of the chief of police if a majority of the council determines that the action 
should be set aside; and the council may grant or deny the permit. If the council takes no action 
within five (5) days, the chief of police's action shall stand approved. 
 
Sec. 20-99. Appeals. 
 
(a) Any party aggrieved by the decision of the chief of police to grant or deny any permit under this  
article may appeal from the  determination of the chief of police within five (5) days thereafter to 
the council by filing a written notice of appeal for a hearing on such permit application at the next 
regular meeting of the council. 
 
(b) Upon such hearing, the council may  reverse, affirm, or modify in any regard the determination 
of the chief of police, based upon the standards enumerated  herein. 
 
(c) In the event an application is not filed within the required time, the party appealing may request  
a waiver thereof by the council; and the council may determine that there are such unusual 
circumstances that it may waive the requirement in the council's discretion. 
 
Sec. 20-100. Revocation. 
 
In the event it is determined after the granting of a permit under this article that the applicant has 
misstated in any way any material fact in the application or that there is a material variance 
between the information in the application and the actual facts or those facts which appear 
reasonably to occur, the chief of police or council may review such application, based upon the 
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standards of this chapter, and revoke such permit if not in compliance therewith. Such permit may 
also be revoked when by reason of disaster, public calamity, riot, or other emergency, it is 
determined that the safety of the public requires such revocation. 
 
Secs. 20-101--20-116. Reserved. 

 
ARTICLE V. LAYING OUT STREETS 

 
Sec. 20-117. Petition  
 
No street or way shall be laid out, altered, relocated or discontinued except upon petition to the 
municipal council of at least ten (10) legal voters therefore or City Engineer, Planning Board or by 
vote of the Municipal Council and after a plan of the same, has been submitted to the planning 
board; and in no case unless seven (7) days previous thereto the municipal council shall cause 
written notice of its intention to lay out, alter or discontinue the same to be given as herein 
provided. (Rev. Ords. 1964, sec18-30; Ord of 8-15-2000) 
 
Sec. 20-118. Notice to specify time and place of public hearings for laying out streets and 
ways. 
 
The notices required by section 20-117 shall specify the time and place for meeting and hearing all 
parties interested therein, and shall be left at the usual place of abode of the several owners of the 
land over which such street or way is proposed to be laid out, altered or discontinued, unless such 
notices are delivered to such owners in person or to their tenants or authorized agents; and if such 
owners have no such abode in the city and no tenant or authorized agent therein known to the 
municipal council, or if, being a resident of the city, he/she is not known as such to the municipal 
council, such notice shall be posted up in some public place in the city seven (7) days at least 
before the laying out, altering or discontinuance of such street or way. (Rev Ords. 1964, sec18-31) 
 
Sec 20-119. Public hearing  and  viewing  premises; determination, etc. 
 
At the time and place appointed and notified as aforesaid the municipal council shall meet and hear 
all parties interested and, if requested, shall view the premises. If the municipal council shall 
adjudge that the public convenience and necessity require such street or way to be laid out, altered 
or discontinued, it shall, as soon as may be practicle, proceed to lay out, alter or discontinue the 
same; shall fix the boundaries and measurements of the street or way so laid out or altered; shall 
determine the grade thereof with a plan and profile of the same, and the names of the various 
owners of land interested designated thereon, and shall determine the damages, if any, sustained by 
any person on their property by the laying out, altering or discontinuing of such street or way, the 
amount of compensation which such person shall receive, and the time allowed the owners of land 
through which the street or way passes to take off trees, fences and other property which may 
obstruct the building of such street or way. (Rev. Ords. 1964, sec 18- 32; Ord of 8-15-2000) 
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Sec. 20-120. Report and plan to be filed. 
 
The municipal council shall, after laying out, altering or discontinuing any street or way, make full 
report of its doing in the premises, and shall cause the same, with all plans thereof, to be forthwith 
filed in the office of the city clerk and a copy of the plan to the city engineer. (Rev. Ords. 1964, 
sec18-33; Ord of 8-15-2000) 
 
Sec. 20-121. Permanent markers. 
 
The municipal council shall cause permanent landmarks, bounds, or monuments to be established 
on any street or way laid out or altered, as provided by statute. (Rev. Ords. 1964, sec 18-34) 
 
Sec. 20-122. Street book to be kept. 
 
Application, notice and hearing, as required by the first section of this chapter, for the layout, 
alteration, relocation or discontinuance of streets, and all streets, ways and squares hereafter laid 
out shall be named as approved by the municipal council. The city clerk shall keep a book, to be 
furnished by the city, in which the names of all streets and ways now established and laid out, or 
hereafter to be laid out, within  the city, shall be entered, with a brief description thereof, the date of 
layout or acceptance of the same, if known, with the boundaries and widths thereof, and alteration 
at any time made therein and a statement of landmarks or other established monuments 
appertaining thereto, so far as the same can be ascertained. (Rev. Ords. 1964, sec 18-35; Ord of 8-
15-2000) 
 
Sec. 20-123. Width of streets. 
 
No public street shall hereafter be laid out by the municipal council, and no existing street shall be 
accepted or laid out as a public way, unless the same be fifty (50) feet wide, if such width can be 
secured without a material and disproportionate injury to adjoining estates, nor unless the 
construction of the same shall have been periodically supervised and inspected by the supervisor of 
the street division, the supervisor of the water division and the supervisor of the sewer division, 
with periodic reports of their findings thereon being made to the mayor, the municipal council and 
the planning board, nor unless the planning board shall approve the same after completion of such 
construction. (Rev. Ords. 1964, sec 18-36; Ord. of 9-21-65; Ord. of 8-28-84, sec 1) 
 
Sec. 20-124. Opening private ways regulated. 
 
No person shall, within the limits of the city, prepare or open for public travel any street or way, 
unless a plan showing its location, widths and grades has been submitted to and approved by the 
planning board and filed in the office of the city clerk, such street or way to be laid out and 
constructed according to such plan and to be reasonably safe for travel at all seasons of the year. 
The municipal council may, whenever the public safety demands, direct and cause the entrance into 
any public street or way of any street or way laid out in violation of these requirements to be 
closed. (Rev. Ords. 1964. sec 18-37; Ord of 8-15-2000) 
 
Secs. 20-125--20-140. Reserved. 
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ARTICLE VI. SIDEWALKS* 

 
Sec. 20-141. Petition for sidewalks; public hearing required; notice to abutters. 
 
All applications for establishing, or constructing sidewalks shall be in writing, and shall be 
addressed to the mayor and municipal council. The municipal council shall appoint a time and 
place for hearing all parties interested, and shall give notice thereof in writing to all abutters on 
such proposed sidewalk seven (7) days at least before the time of hearing. The notice shall be 
served by leaving the same at the usual place of abode of each of such abutters, or by delivering the 
same to such abutter in person or to their tenant or authorized agent; and if such abutter has no 
known place of abode and no tenant or authorized agent within the city known to the municipal 
council, or if, being a resident, therein, he/she is not known as such to the municipal council, such 
notice shall be posted up in some public place in the city seven (7) days at least before the time of 
hearing. (Rev. Ords. 1964, sec18-38; Ord of 8-15-2000) 
 
Sec. 20-142. Determination by council; viewing premises; assessments. 
 
At the time and place so appointed, and after notice as aforesaid, the municipal council shall meet 
and hear all parties interested therein, and, if requested, shall view the premises; and if it shall 
adjudge that the public convenience requires that a sidewalk should be established, constructed or 
graded as prayed for, it may establish and grade the same in such manner as it may deem proper, 
and may make assessments for the expenses thereof as hereinafter provided. (Rev. Ords. 1964, 
sec18-39) 
'State law reference-Sidewalks, M.G.L.A., c. 83, secs 25 and  26. 
 
Sec. 20-143. Construction; report of expenses; determination of assessments; records. 
 
Every sidewalk so established shall be constructed, graded and completed by the supervisor of 
streets or under his/her direction, of such materials and dimensions and in such manner as the 
municipal council prescribes. The supervisor of streets shall keep an exact account of the expense, 
incurred therefor and shall report the same to the municipal council within thirty (30) days after its 
completion, with the names of all abutters assessable therefor and the estates benefited thereby, 
with a brief description thereof, and  thereupon the municipal council may, provided that the order 
establishing the sidewalk stated that betterments were to be assessed, assess the several abutters 
thereon not exceeding the expense thereof proportionally. The report and assessment shall be filed 
in the office of the city clerk; and the city clerk shall record in a book furnished by the city and kept 
for that purpose the names of the streets in which sidewalks are so established, and shall enter 
therein the length and width of such sidewalks, the date when established, the names of the several 
owners of the estates abutting thereon and the several sums so assessed thereon; and the supervisor 
of streets shall forthwith deliver to the city treasurer and city auditor a certified copy of such 
assessments. (Rev. Ords. 1964, sec 18-40; Ord of 8-15-2000) 
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Chapter 21 
 

TAXATION* 
Art. I.  In General, secs 21-1-21-17 
Art. II.  Board of Assessors. secs 21-16--21-32 
 

ARTICLE I. IN GENERAL 
 
Sec. 21-1. When due and payable 
 
Taxes shall be payable on February first, May first, August first, and November first of each year 
and bills shall be sent out not later than thirty days prior to the due date.  In the event that the Bills 
are sent out with less than thirty days remaining to the due date, the Municipal Council may change 
the due date, for that one instance, to coincide with a date thirty days after the actual mailing date. 
(Rev. Ords. 1964, sec 19-16, Ord of 7-11-2000) 
State law reference-Collection of local taxes. M.G.L.A. c. 60. 
 
Secs. 21-2--21-17. Reserved. 

 
ARTICLE II. BOARD OF ASSESSORS 

 
Sec. 21-18. Appointment; organization; powers and duties: oath of office. 
 
As soon after the first Monday in January, annually, as conveniently may be practicable, the 
municipal council shall elect one person, a resident of the city, to serve as a member of the board of 
assessors for three (3) years from such first Monday, and until a successor is chosen and qualified. 
The municipal council shall in like manner fill any vacancy in such board. The municipal council 
may elect such assistants and provide such clerical aid as it deems necessary, and define the duties 
and fix the compensation of all of the officers. The board of assessors so chosen aforesaid shall 
exercise the same powers and be subject to the same duties and liabilities as town assessors under 
the laws of the commonwealth. They shall be sworn to the faithful discharge of their duties. All 
taxes shall be apportioned and collected in the manner prescribed by the laws of the 
commonwealth; provided, however, that the municipal council may establish further or additional 
provisions for the collection thereof. (Rev. Ords. 1964, sec 19-1) 
Cross reference-Administration generally, Ch. 2. 
State law reference--Valuation of property, M.G.L.A., c. 59, sec 37. 
State law reference-Assessors, M.G.L.A., c. 41, secs 24--30A. 
 
Sec. 21-19. Election of chairman and secretary; quorum. 
 
The board of assessors shall meet as soon as practicable after the annual election of an assessor in 
each year and organize as a board by the choice of a chairman and a secretary. In the transaction of 
all business by the board a majority thereof shall be required. (Rev. Ords. 1964, sec 19-2) 
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Sec. 21-20. Meetings. 
 
The board of assessors shall hold regular meetings at least once in each week, and shall hold 
special meetings at such other times as the public convenience may require. (Rev. Ords. 1964, 
sec19-3) 
 
Sec. 21-21. Duties of chairman. 
 
It shall be the duty of the chairman of the board of assessors to apportion the work of the board 
among the assessors, assistant assessors and clerical assistants of the board in such manner as 
he/she shall deem expedient. (Rev. Ords. 1964, sec19-4) 
 
Sec. 21-22. Duties of secretary. 
 
It shall be the duty of the secretary of the board of assessors to keep a record of all its proceedings, 
including the abatement and revision of taxes, in books to be furnished by the city. (Rev. Ords. 
1964, sec 19-5) 
 
Sec. 21-23. Office hours. 
 
At least one of the assessors or a clerk of the board shall be in attendance at all hours when the 
office is open. The office shall be open, and at least one of the board shall be in attendance, during 
all meetings of the registrars of voters, and during such hours as the office of the treasurer/ 
collector is required to be open. (Rev. Ords. 1964, sec 19-6; Ord of 1-14-2003) 
 
Sec. 21-24. Examination of property 
 
It shall be the duty of the board of assessors to visit and examine all estates in the city at least once 
in three (3) years, one proportional part of the city to be visited and examined in each year. At least 
one (1) of the assessors and/or chairperson’s designee, shall make such visit and examination, and 
when necessary shall confer with the persons to be taxed therefore. (Rev. Ords. 1964, sec19-7; Ord 
of 2-20-2001) 
State law reference--Valuation of property, M.G.L.A., c. 59, sec 37. 
 
Sec. 21-25. Appraisal of personal property. 
 
It shall be the duty of the assessors annually to make an appraisal of all personal property within 
the city or owned by persons residing therein which is subject to taxation and which shall come to 
their knowledge. When practicable such personal property shall be examined by the assessors or 
assistant assessors. Every such appraisal or examination shall be made by at least two (2) of the 
assessors or assistant  assessors.  The  lists  and  appraisals  of  such personal property shall 
annually be revised and corrected. (Rev. Ords. 1964, sec19-8) 
State law reference--Valuation of property, M.G.L.A., c. 59. sec 37. 
 
Sec. 21-26. Examination of real estate transfer records. 
 
The assessors shall at least once in each year examine or cause to be examined all recorded 
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transfers of real estate in the city, and may require of the city engineer all necessary assistance in 
making such examination, or may, in their discretion, require that the city engineer make such 
examination in their behalf. Full and complete notes of such examination shall be made and shall 
be preserved in the office of the assessors. (Rev. Ords. 1964, sec19-9) 
 
Sec. 21-27. Examination personal property records. 
 
The board of assessors or some person designated by the chairman of the board shall at least once 
in each year examine all public records relating to the transfer or distribution of personal property, 
including inventories filed in the probate court, and shall cause full notes of such inventories to be 
made, which shall be preserved in the office of the assessors. (Rev. Ords. 1964, sec 19-10) 
 
Sec. 21-28. Property map. 
 
(a) The board of assessors shall cause to be prepared by the city engineer, and shall keep in their 
office, suitable maps or plans, upon a uniform scale, of all real estate in the city, and shall cause to 
be designated thereon the boundary lines and the names of the respective owners of each lot or tract 
shown thereon so far as the boundary lines and owners may be ascertained. It shall be the duty of 
the city engineer, if so requested by the assessors, to prepare such maps and plans, and to furnish 
the assessors, with all assistance in their department which they may require. 
 
(b) Such maps and plans shall be properly indexed, and an accurate record shall be made of all 
changes in the boundary lines and in the ownership of the several tracts or lots designated thereon. 
The board of assessors shall, upon request of the treasurer/ collector, furnish the city engineer with 
accurate descriptions of all parcels of real estate which are to be sold for nonpayment of taxes or 
other assessments. (Rev. Ords. 1964 sec 19-11; Ord of 1-14-2003) 
 
Sec. 21-29. Index of persons assessed. 
 
The board of assessors shall cause to be prepared and shall keep in their office an alphabetical 
index of the names of all persons, whether resident or nonresident, who are assessed within the city 
for any property tax, with proper references to the books, maps and plans which show the 
valuation, character and location of property upon which such tax is assessed. (Rev. Ords. 1964, 
sec 19-12) 
State law reference--lists of assessments, M.G.L.A., c. 59, sec 43. 
 
Sec. 21-30. Assessment; lists and warrants; statement to be furnished city auditor. 
 
The board of assessors shall on the first day of January of each year, or as soon thereafter as may be 
practicable, assess all taxes in the manner provided by law, and shall complete the assessment and 
commit the lists of taxes with their warrant for the collection thereof to the collector on or before 
the fourteenth day of June of each year; and public notice of the commitment thereof shall 
forthwith be given by posting such notice in one or more public places within the city and by 
publishing the same in one or more newspapers published in the city. At the time of committing 
such lists and warrant or any supplementary lists and warrant to the collector, the board of 
assessors shall give to the city auditor a written statement of the total amount of each class of tax or 
assessment contained in such lists and warrant. (Rev. Ords. 1964, sec19-13) 
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State law reference-Commitment of tax lists for collection, M.G.L.A., c. 59, sec 53. 
 
Sec. 21-31. Abatements; statements and reports. 
 
No abatement of taxes other than for statutory exemption shall be made except at a meeting of the 
board of assessors. The board of assessors shall, at least once in each month, render a statement in 
detail to the collector and to the city auditor of all apportionments of sewer or other assessments, 
and of all abatements and cancellations made during the month. The secretary of the board shall 
annually in the month of January report to the municipal council all abatements which have been 
made during the twelve (12) months next preceding, stating the names of the persons whose taxes 
are abated, the amounts of: such abatements and the reasons therefor. He/she shall also report such 
abatements at any other time when the municipal council shall so direct. No abatement of any 
assessment or tax assessed or levied by any other board shall be made by the assessors without 
notice to such other board with opportunity to be heard thereon. (Rev. Ords. 1964, sec 19-14) 
State law reference-Abatement of taxes, M.G.L.A., c. 59, sec 59 et seq. 
 
Sec. 21-32. Apportionment of betterments. 
 
In all cases where request is made for apportionment of assessments for betterments under the 
provisions of chapter 80 of the General Laws and of acts in addition thereto or in amendment 
thereof, or under any general or special law, such apportionment shall be made by the board of 
assessors. (Rev. Ords. 1.964, sec19-15) 

 
Sec 21-33 Betterments 
 
An Ordinance permitting assessment of betterments upon property benefited by improvement of a 
private way.    
      
Notwithstanding any other Ordinance to the contrary, upon petition of not less than 2/3 of the 
abutters to a proposed improvement, the City of Taunton may, in accordance with any state or local 
statute, rule or regulation, which applies, upon approval of the Municipal Council, assess in 
accordance with G.L c. 80, §1 et Seq., a betterment of up to 100% to improve the roadway, 
drainage, water or sewer infrastructure or any appurtenances thereto.  
 
Such petition shall state the nature and extent to which repairs and/or improvements are requested, 
and shall identify whether drainage is requested or if drainage is not requested whether, in the 
opinion of the City Engineer, any alterations, repairs or improvements to existing drainage are 
necessary as a result of the petition. 
 
Repairs under this Section shall be undertaken only if the Municipal Council shall conclude that 
said repairs are either required by public necessity or may inure to the benefit of any members of 
the general public.    
 
The City liability for defects in a private way shall be to the extent provided for in the General 
Laws, including but not limited to General Laws Chapter 85, §15, and General Laws Chapter 258, 
§1 et Seq.  Liability for damage to property during said repairs, including temporary or permanent 
easements or takings, shall be as otherwise proscribed by law.   
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Private ways which receive any form of improvement, alteration and repair under this Section shall 
be open for public use, easement access and passage for a period of twenty (20) years from the date 
of completion of the project. 
 
Construction under this section shall be a public work.  The petitioners prior to the preliminary 
design and estimate shall post a cash deposit of $2 per linear foot.  Prior to construction, all rights 
of entry and easements shall have been granted at no cost to the City.   Notwithstanding the 
provisions of this paragraph, the deposit shall not be required for projects with approval before the 
effective date of this ordinance.  
(Ord of 5-22-2001) 
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Chapter 22  

 
WATER+ 

 
Sec. 22-1. Superintendent. 
 
The supervisor of water shall subject to the general direction and supervision of the committee on 
the department of public works and the department of public works commissioner be in charge of 
the Taunton waterworks. The duties of said supervisor shall henceforth include all of the duties of 
the clerk of the water board as stated in section 22-6 of these Revised Ordinances and the position 
of clerk is hereby abolished. Said supervisor shall receive no additional compensation for assuming 
and carrying out the duties of the clerk of the water board. (Rev. Ords. 1964, sec20-9; Ord. of 5-15-
73) 
 
Sec. 22-2. Reservoir; reservoir;  injury to equipment; unauthorized trespass. 
 
(a) No person shall injure any equipment, protective covering, conduit, pipe, hydrant, or fountain in 
the area of the public reservoir, nor shall any unauthorized person enter upon said area. No person 
shall swim or otherwise enter into or cause foreign objects to be placed in the water or on the 
covering of the reservoir proper. 
 
(b) Violations of this section shall be punishable by a fine of up to two hundred dollars ($200.00) 
per offense. (Ord. of 11-14-78; Ord. of 3-3-80) 
State law reference-Authority. M.G.L.A., c. 40, sec 21(8). 
 
Sec. 22-3. Assistant chief operator. 
 
(a) There shall be included in the water division an assistant chief operator whose duties shall be to 
maintain all pumping stations, diesel and electrical pumps and equipment and the repair and 
maintenance of buildings under the control of the water division, keep necessary records and 
charts, take water samples and perform all duties as assigned by the committee on the department 
of public works. 
 
(b) Said assistant chief operator shall be appointed by the committee on the department of public 
works, and shall have full knowledge of the water system and supply and the ability to operate and 
maintain all equipment and pumps and stations and be able to supervise personnel assigned to the 
stations and to do related work as required by the committee on the department of public works. 
(Rev. Ords. 1964, sec 20-3A; Ord. of 9-6-74) 
'Cross references--Fire prevention and protection. Ch. 7; health and sanitation, Ch. 9; planning. Ch. 16; sewers end 
drains, Ch. 19; streets and sidewalks. Ch. 20. 
State law reference---Public water supply. M.G.L.A.. c. 40, secs 38-42I. 
 
 
 
 



 City of Taunton Revised Ordinances 

2010 Printing 1/5/2010                                          Chapter 22  Page 408 
 

Sec. 22-4. Water charges; late fees; shut-off/turn-on fee, 
 
(a) In the event that payments for water service are nor received within thirty (30) days after such 
charges are due, such charges shall be deemed and are hereby declared to be delinquent. 
 
(b) To all such delinquent charges there shall be added an additional sum as a late charge to be 
compiled as follows: The sum of fourteen (14) percent per annum on the unpaid balance computed 
as of the date billed 
 
(c) In the event that such delinquency charges and late fees are not paid within forty-five (45) days 
after the expiration of the first thirty (30) day period, the Taunton Water Division may, under 
applicable Massachusetts General Laws, shut off the water service and refuse to turn it on until the 
bill has been paid, including a shut-off and turn-on fee. 
 
(d) The shut off procedure shall be described in the Taunton Water Department's Rules and 
Regulations Governing Delinquent Accounts.  
 
(e) To avoid the shut off of the water service, partial payments can be made or a payment plan can 
be arranged, with the approval of the Water Superintendent 
 
(f) The shut-off fee shall be $25.00.  The turn-on fee shall be $50.00 
 
(g) The Office of the Treasurer/ Collector may collect water and sewer charges through a warrant 
system in accordance with Massachusetts General Laws, Chapter 60, section 16  
 
(h) It shall be the policy of the Taunton Municipal Council to provide a senior citizen discount that 
would apply to the water and sewer rate or fee imposed by the City of Taunton.  The criteria to 
receive the senior citizen exemption shall be as follows; 

Must be seventy (70) years or older prior to July 1st of the fiscal year in which the 
exemption would apply. 

 
If married, have less than $36,278 in assets (do not include house) and less than $23,497 
annual income. 

 
If single, have less than $33,860 in assets (do not include house) and less than $19,291 in 
annual income. 

 
 First time applicants should bring: 
  Birth certificate 
  Savings account (passbook, statements) 
  Checking accounts (statements) 
  Certificates of deposit 
  Rental Income 

Statement from Social Security and/or pensions showing income from previous 
calendar year.   

Bank balances are taken as of July 1st of year of application. 
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 The senior citizen water fee discount shall be 25%. 
(Rev. Ords. 1964, sec 20-6.1; Ord. of 2-13-79; Ord. of 10-10-89; Ord of 2-28-95; Ord of 2-29-95; 
Ord of 1-14-2003; Ord of 6-27-2006) 
 
Sec. 22-5. Injury to equipment, reservoirs, hydrants, etc., prohibited; taking water. 
 
No person shall injure any public reservoir, conduit, pipe, hydrant, fountain, water trough, water 
meter or other equipment connected with the Taunton Waterworks, or break and enter the same, 
and no person shall draw or cause to be drawn any water from, or turn on or off the water in, any 
such reservoir, conduit; pipe, hydrant, fountain, water trough, water meter or other equipment, or 
make any opening or connection therewith, without license or authority of the committee on the 
department of public works, except in case of fire, nor in case of fire except by direction of the 
officers or members of the fire department. (Rev. Ords. 1964, sec 20-8) 
 
Sec. 22-6. Duties of clerk of water board. 
 
The clerk of the water board shall be the recording officer of the committee on the department of 
public works and under the direction of the committee on the department of public works shall 
have the care and custody of all the books, plans, documents and other appurtenances of the office 
of the board. The works in charge of the committee on the department of public works shall bear 
the designation of "The Taunton Waterworks" and the clerk shall keep in a neat and methodical 
manner and as the board may direct a complete set of books, and shall enter therein under 
appropriate headings all receipts and expenditures of the waterworks. He/she shall keep suitable 
books wherein shall be entered the names of all persons taking water, the buildings into which 
entries are made and brief descriptions thereof so far as appertains to such entries, with the name of 
the street and the number thereof, and the amount of rates charged, and the amount and 
circumstances of any abatement thereof. These books shall be open always to the inspection of the 
committee on the department of public works, of the city auditor and of the municipal council or 
the committee on accounts and claims, or any auditor or auditors employed for the purpose by the 
municipal council. He/she shall make out and collect all bills for the use of water and all accounts 
and moneys due the waterworks, and shall pay over all sums of money so collected or received to 
the city treasurer, taking a receipt therefor. He/she shall at the time of making such payment give to 
the city auditor a written statement of the amount thereof, and he/she shall at the end of each 
month, or as soon thereafter as may be, give to the city auditor a written statement of the aggregate 
amount of all charges for water rates, services or material and of all abatements or cancellations 
made during the month. He/she shall see that the rules and regulations of the committee on the 
department of public works and of the municipal council relating to the use of water are strictly 
observed and fully enforced, and shall perform such other services appertaining to his/her office as 
may be required of him/her by the board or by the municipal council. (Rev. Ords. 1964, sec 20-5; 
Ord. of 5-25-71) 
 
Sec. 22-7. Jurisdiction over property of the Taunton Housing Authority. 
 
For purposes of these ordinances, all pumping stations, pumping equipment, wells, reservoirs, 
conduits, pipes, hydrants, and  fountains erected and maintained upon property under the 
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jurisdiction and control of the Taunton Housing Authority shall, upon due acceptance by the 
municipal council, be deemed a part of the Taunton Waterworks as defined by this chapter and 
shall come under the jurisdiction of the committee on the department of public works, the 
department of public works commissioner, and the supervisor of water. All internal plumbing and 
water connection systems located upon such Taunton Housing Authority property shall be 
considered private properly for purposes of these ordinances. (Ord. of 1-28-82, sec 3) 
 
Sec. 22-8. Initial water service connections, Water User Rates; charge. 
A Connection and Capital Improvement Fee 
 
The supervisor of the water division shall assess the following charges to owners of property for 
initial water service connections to such property: 
 
Charges shall apply for when the account is being set up regardless of when the water pipes have 
been installed.  Any dwelling that is converted to be sold, as individual units shall have individual 
water meters and services for each unit. 
 
1. In all instances, all fire service piping connections shall be charged at the rate of seven hundred 
dollars ($700.00) per inch of diameter of pipe.  This charge shall apply regardless of whether the 
property is to be used for residential, commercial, industrial purposes or otherwise. 
 
2. Whether or not there is a fire service, there shall be the following charges for new or upgraded 
water service. 
 
a. For all dwellings, the Capital Improvement Fees shall be six hundred fifty dollars ($650.00) per 
inch of diameter of pipe. 
b. Water service connection installed after the effective date of this Ordinance to multi-dwelling 
unit residential property including, but not limited to, duplexes, apartments, manufactured homes 
and condominiums, shall have individual water meters and services. 
c. Dwelling units herein referred shall mean a single unit providing complete, independent living 
facilities for one (1) or more persons, including permanent provisions for living, sleeping, eating, 
cooking and sanitation. 
d. For all other property, including commercial and industrial property, the charge for water service 
connection shall be as follow; 
 
Capital Improvement Fees; 

 Service Size Fee 
1.0 inch $  650 

 1.5 inches $  975 
 2.0 inches $1,300 
 3.0 inches $1,950 
 4.0 inches $2,600 
 6.0 inches $3,900 
 8.0 inches $5,200 
 10.0 inches $6,500 

   12.0 inches $7,800 
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Connection Fees: 
Connection fees shall be based upon the dimension of the connection service in accordance with 
the following schedule; 
   Service Size Fee 

1.0 inch $2,000 
 1.5 inches $3,500 
 2.0 inches $4,500 
 3.0 inches $5,500 
 4.0 inches $6,000 
 6.0 inches $7,000 
 8.0 inches $10,000 
 10.0 inches $12,500 

   12.0 inches $14,000 
 
 
B. Minimum Billing and Water Rates  

1. Fixed Quarterly/Monthly Billing: The term “quarterly” as being no less than 91 days and 
no more than 93 days. 

 
The minimum quarterly/monthly billing rates for all customers shall be according to the following 
schedule: 
 

 
 Residential Industrial 
 Quarterly Monthly 

Meter Size Proposed Proposed 
5/8” 15.75 5.25 
3/4” 16.50 5.50 
1” 18.75 6.25 

1½” 21.72 7.24 
2” 29.93 9.98 
3” 90.37 30.12 
4” 112.75 37.58 
6” 164.98 54.99 
8” 224.67 74.89 
10” 284.36 94.79 

 
 
 
2: Three tiered billing rates: 
 
For all customers the accumulated metered water consumption results in a monthly or quarterly use 
charge shall be added to the fixed quarterly/ monthly amount defined in Section , above:  it shall be 
billed in accordance with the following schedule per one hundred cubic feet (hcf); 
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Step 1:  for usage between (1 to 30 HCF quarterly)(1 to 10 hcf monthly)                   
 
Step 2:  for the incremental usage between (31 hcf to 250 hcf quarterly) (11 to 83 hcf 
monthly)      
 
Step 3:   for the incremental usage greater than (250 hcf quarterly) (83 hcf monthly)     
 
The following charges shall be implemented for each step on July 1st of the respected years; 
 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 
Step 1 $2.34 $2.76 $3.04 $3.19 $3.35 $3.52 $3.69 $3.88 $4.07 $4.27 
Step 2 $3.47 $4.09 $4.50 $4.73 $4.96 $5.21 $5.47 $5.75 $6.03 $6.33 
Step 3 $4.14 $4.89 $5.37 $5.64 $5.92 $6.22 $6.53 $6.86 $7.20 $7.56 
 
(Ord. of 7-1-86; Ord. of 11-10-86: Ord of 12-6/2005: Ord of 6-26-2007: Ord of 6-16-2009) 

 
Sec 22-9  Water Usage Restrictions 

 
The Municipal Council may by majority vote institute restrictions on the use of water supplied 
through the City of Taunton Municipal water system in cases of drought or other circumstances 
which require the placement of restrictions on the use of water. 
 
Such water use restrictions may include a ban on the watering of lawns, washing of cars, filling of 
pools and any other restriction which the Municipal Council deems appropriate 
 
Any person violating a water use restriction shall be issued a warning for the first violation.  A 
second violation shall be subject to a fine of $100.00.  Subsequent violations shall be subject to a 
fine of $200.00.  Each day that a violation continues shall count as a separate violation. 
 
After a fourth (4th) violation the water service may be shut off for failure of complying with the 
restrictions.  It will not be turned on until after all fines and fees have been paid by  bank check/ 
money order. 
 
This ordinance shall be enforced by the Taunton Police Department.  
 
If the Taunton Police Department is unable to enforce this Ordinance because of manpower or 
police emergencies, the Water Division will assist in documenting these violations. 
 
Cities and Towns who receive water supplied by the City of Taunton shall comply with the Water 
restrictions with respect to usage.  (Ord of 6-29-99; Ord of 3-28-2006) 
 
Section 22-10 (1) Water Reduction Meters Authorized 
 
Definition: Reduction meters shall be considered to be any water meter that is installed after the 
house meter for the purpose of metering water used for underground irrigation systems or water not 
entering the sewer system.  The measured flow through this meter shall be deducted from the 
measured flow attributable to the customer’s sewer user bill. 
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Meters:  All meters shall be purchased through the Water Department to ensure compatibility with 
the City of Taunton metering system and will be sized according to gallons per minute needed.  In 
the event meters are not available, the applicant may purchase a meter through the City’s vendor at 
their cost. 
 
Installation: a duly licensed plumber, in accordance with all local, state and federal regulations, 
shall do all the preliminary plumbing. The plumber may install the meter but no credit will be given 
until the Taunton Water Department has verified all the meter information. 
 
1) A City of Taunton Plumbing Permit shall be required. 
2) The meter shall be positioned after the house meter and nearest the irrigation system. 
3) The meter shall be hard piped directly to the irrigation system with no other connections other 
than a capped blow off fitting. 
4) The meter shall be located in an area free from frost. 
5) The meter shall have valves located immediately before and after. 
6) Any meter that must be removed annually and/or subject to freezing will not be accepted. 
 
 Sprinklers:  In accordance with Federal Regulations, all in-ground sprinkler systems will be 
required to have installed a backflow device to protect the public water supply.  Upon installation, 
the Department must be notified so that the device can be inspected and recorded. Owners with 
existing and newly installed sprinkler systems are required to install and maintain operational rain 
shut-off devices and/or soil moisture monitoring devices on their sprinkler systems. 
 
If the system is purged using high-pressure air, the meter must be isolated using valves adjacent to 
the meter. 
 
Before the meter is installed all monies owed to the City must be current, water/sewer bills, 
property taxes, etc.  If at any time money is owed there will be no sewer credit until everything is 
brought up to date; there will be no back credit. 
 
The Taunton Water Department has the authority to inspect the meter within normal business 
hours.  If a problem arises with the reduction meter the owner will be notified by the City of the 
problem.  The owner is responsible for the repair or replacement of the reduction meter.  No Credit 
will be given until the meter is repaired or replaced. 
  
If an irrigation meter is installed without a permit, credit on usage on the meter will not be issued 
until after the date of the permit being issued.  No back credit will be issued for the usage on the 
meter prior to the date of the permit being pulled. 
 
 Any owner found watering in the rain would receive a written warning for the first offense, be 
fined $300.00 for the second offense and fined $500.00 for the third offense. At the time of the 
third offense the water will be shut off and will not be restored until all fines have been paid and a 
working rain shut-off devices and/or soil moisture monitoring devices is inspected by the Water 
Department. 
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Any owner or person, who tampers with, alters or bypasses a meter referred to in this Ordinance 
shall be fined $500 for each offense.  Each day upon which a violation under this Ordinance 
continues shall constitute a separate offense.  (Ord of 2-20-2007) 
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APPENDIX A 
RULES AND ORDERS OF THE MUNICIPAL COUNCIL+ 

 
 
 SECTION 1:  REGULAR AND SPECIAL MEETINGS. 
 a. Regular meetings of the municipal council shall be held at 7:00 p.m. on each 

Tuesday within the chambers of the Taunton Municipal Council or on such other 
evening in the week or location as shall be fixed by a standing order of the 
municipal council.  

 
b. Special meetings of the municipal council may be called by the mayor, the president 

of the municipal council, or by the city clerk upon written request signed by four 
members of the municipal council, by causing notice to be sent by the city clerk to 
each member.  Any special meeting called pursuant to this rule shall require that 
notice be sent to each member of the Municipal Council at least forty-eight (48) 
hours prior to the meeting.  Special meetings of the Municipal Council may be 
called upon less than forty-eight hours notice in the case of an emergency, and with 
the consent of two-thirds of all the members. (Ord of 10-23-2001) 

 
SECTION  2: AGENDA  
 

a. The original of any message, communication, ordinance, resolution, vote or other 
measure to be considered by the Municipal Council shall be delivered to the office 
of the City Clerk before two o’clock P.M. on the Friday preceding any meeting of 
the Municipal Council.  Such submission is a prerequisite to any item’s 
consideration at such meeting.  Notwithstanding the above, any member of the 
Municipal Council may submit any communication that was not included within the 
agenda.  

 
c. b. It shall be the duty of the City Clerk to prepare and cause to be printed for 

each meeting a listing of all matters submitted (Ord of 10-23-2001) 
 
SECTION 3: READING OF RECORDS; PRESIDENT OF MUNICIPAL COUNCIL; CHAIRMAN PRO TEM; 

POINTS OF ORDER; DECLARATION OF VOTES.  
 
a. The mayor, when present, shall at the hour appointed for the meeting call the members 

to order, and a quorum being present, shall cause the records of the receding meeting to 
be read.  

 
b. In the absence of the mayor, or at his or her request, the president of the municipal 

council shall preside; and in the absence of both, the most senior member then present 
shall preside as chairperson pro tempore. If the chairperson pro tempore is unable to 
preside, the most senior member present shall preside.  
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c. The Presidency of the Municipal Council shall rotate on a yearly basis and the selection 
shall be made at the first regular meeting of January of each new year.  The President of 
the Municipal Council shall be the most senior member of the Municipal Council who 
has not yet served as the President of the Municipal Council.  Seniority shall not be 
based upon consecutive terms on the Council, but by total number of years served.  In 
the event that two or more members have equal seniority, the President shall be chosen 
by alphabetical order.  No person shall serve a second term as the President of the 
Municipal Council until all members have served one term.    

 
d. Whoever presides over the meeting of the Municipal Council shall preserve 

decorum and order, may speak to points of order in preference to members, and 
shall decide all questions of order subject to an appeal to the municipal council by 
motion, regularly seconded, and no other business shall be in order until the 
question on the appeal shall have been decided. He or she shall declare all votes, but 
if any member doubt the vote, the chair without further debate upon the question 
shall require the members voting in the affirmative and negative, respectively, to 
indicate by a show of hands until they are counted, and he or she shall then declare 
the result, but no such declaration shall be made unless a quorum of the municipal 
council shall have voted. (Ord of 10-23-2001) 

 
SECTION 4: CLERK TO CALL MEETING TO ORDER IN ABSENCE OF MAYOR AND PRESIDENT; 

DUTIES OF CLERK GENERALLY; CLERK PRO TERM.    
 

a. In the absence of the mayor and president of the municipal council, the chairperson pro 
tempore, and in his or her absence the senior member present, shall call the municipal 
council to order.  

 
b. The City Clerk shall attend and keep the records of all the meetings of the municipal 

council, record the names of the members present, and have the care and custody of the city 
records, and of all documents, maps, plans and papers appertaining to the proceedings of 
the municipal council, when no other provision is made therefore. He or she shall whenever 
requested by the mayor or president, read such ordinances, orders, resolutions, petitions, or 
other papers as may be presented, for the information of the municipal council. The city 
clerk shall prepare notices and summonses upon members of the municipal council and the 
clerk of council committees shall prepare notices and summonses upon members of the 
various committees- thereof when so directed by the chair of a committee or other lawfully 
authorized person and the expenses incidental to the preparation of such notices and 
summonses and the delivery and services thereof shall be paid by the city clerk. 

 
e. In the absence of the City Clerk, the assistant city clerk shall act, and in the absence 

of both, a clerk pro tempore shall be chosen by the municipal council who shall be 
sworn to the faithful performance of his or her duties. (Ord of 10-23-2001) 
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SECTION 5: ORDER OF BUSINESS.   
 
At every meeting of the municipal council, unless otherwise determined by a majority of the 
members present, the order of business shall be as follows: 
 
(a) Calling the roll of members. 
 
(b) Reading of the records. 
 
(c) Communications from the mayor. 
 
(d) Appointments. 
 
(e) Communications and reports from city officers. 
 
(f) Presentation of  petitions,  memorials  and  remonstrances. 
 
(g) Reports of committees. 
 
(h) Unfinished business of preceding meetings. 
 
(i)   Notices, orders or resolutions. 
 
(j)   New business.  
(Ord of 10-23-2001) 
 
 
SECTION 6: MEMBERS TO RISE TO BE RECOGNIZED (OBTAINING THE FLOOR); MEMBERS TO 

CONFINE THEMSELVES TO DEBATE AND AVOID PERSONALITIES.        
 
Every member when about to speak shall respectfully address the chair, confine himself or herself 
to the question under debate and avoid personalities. The member who has the floor shall address 
the Municipal Council through the chair and shall not directly address any other member.  No 
member in debate shall mention another member by name, but may describe him or her by some 
designation intelligible and respectful. (Ord of 10-23-2001) 
 
SECTION 7: ORDER OF SPEAKING WHEN TWO MEMBERS RISE AT THE SAME TIME. 
 
When two or more members raise their hands or indicate in another fashion at the same time, the 
chair shall name the member who shall be first heard.  Any decision of the chair pursuant to this 
rule is appealable by the council (Ord of 10-23-2001) 
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SECTION 8: NO MEMBER TO SPEAK MORE THAN ONCE. 
 

a. During debate no member shall speak on the same question more than once until all 
other members choosing to speak have spoken. 
 

b. Any member of the public shall be allowed to speak upon a majority vote of the 
Municipal Council. (Ord of 10-23-2001) 

 
SECTION 9: MOTIONS PERMITTED DURING DEBATE; PREVIOUS QUESTION.   
 

a. When a question is under debate the chair shall receive no motion except to adjourn, to 
lay on the table, to take from the table, the previous question, to postpone to a day 
certain, to commit, to amend, or to postpone indefinitely; which several motions shall 
have preference in the order herein stated. The motion to adjourn, motion to lay on the 
table, motion to take from the table, motion to suspend the rules, Point of Information, 
Point of Order, and the previous question, shall be decided without debate; but on all 
other questions or motions, thirty minutes shall be allowed for debate, and no member 
shall occupy more than three minutes.  

 
b. A motion to adjourn shall be in order at any time except on an immediate repetition or 

pending a verification of a vote. (Ord of 10-23-2001) 
 
SECTION 10: DIRECT BEARING AND PREVIOUSLY DEBATED MATTERS 

 
a. No motion or proposition of a subject matter different from the one under consideration 

shall be admitted under the color of an amendment.  Any motion order or resolution which 
in the opinion of the presiding officer does not have a direct bearing on the business of the 
Municipal Council, or which has been previously debated and acted upon in the current 
year, shall be referred to the Committee of the Whole, and shall not be further considered 
by the council except upon report by that committee.  There shall be no appeal from the 
decision of the chair hereunder, and this rule shall not be subject to suspension.    

 
b. The Committee of the Whole may report that any motion, order or resolution, so referred to 

it, is out of order for the reasons stated above; and its report shall be the final disposition of 
the matter, subject to an appeal.  Such appeal shall be governed by the same provisions as 
those governing appeals from rulings of the presiding officer. (Ord of 10-23-2001) 

 
 
SECTION 11: WHEN MOTIONS TO BE REDUCED TO WRITING. 
 
Every motion shall be reduced to writing if requested by the presiding officer or any three members 
of the council. (Ord of 10-23-2001) 
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SECTION 12: HOW QUESTIONS AND MOTIONS DECIDED.   
 
On all questions and motions the chair shall take the sense of the municipal council by yeas and 
nays, whenever any six members present shall so request by Moving the Previous Question or 
when no member wishes to speak on the question or motion.  Upon a request by six members that 
the previous question be ordered, the Chair shall, without further debate upon the question, require 
the members voting in the affirmative and negative, respectively, to indicate by a show of hands.  
No Motion on the Previous Question shall be in order until all Councilors, who so desire, have 
spoken at least once on the question or motion. (Ord of 10-23-2001) 
 
 
SECTION 13: ORDER OF QUESTIONS.   
 
The chair shall propound all questions in the order in which they are moved, unless the subsequent 
motion shall be previous in its nature, except that in naming sums and fixing times, the largest sum 
and the longest time shall be first put.  (Ord of 10-23-2001) 
 
SECTION 14: WHEN WITHDRAWAL OF MOTIONS PERMITTED.  
 
After a motion is stated or read by the chair it shall be deemed to be in possession of the municipal 
council and shall be disposed of by vote; but the mover may, by unanimous consent, withdraw it at 
any time before a decision or amendment. (Ord of 10-23-2001) 
 
SECTION 15: WHEN QUESTION MAY BE DIVIDED. 
 
Any member may require the division of a question when the sense admits it. (Ord of 10-23-2001) 
 
 
SECTION 16: SUSPENSION OF RULES.   
 
No rule or order of the municipal council shall be suspended unless two thirds of the members 
present consent thereto, by roll call. (Ord of 10-23-2001) 
 
 SECTION 17: VOTING BY ROLL CALL.   
 
Voting by roll call shall proceed alternately from Number 1 seat to Number 9 seat, and from 
Number 9 seat to Number 1 seat, when the roll is called by the city clerk. (Ord of 10-23-2001) 
 
 
SECTION 18: QUESTIONS OF ORDER. 
 
All incidental questions of order arising after a motion is made for the previous question shall be 
decided without debate except on the appeal; and on such an appeal no member shall be allowed to 
speak more than once without leave of the municipal council. (Ord of 10-23-2001) 
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SECTION 19: INTERRUPTING SPEAKERS. 
 
No member speaking shall be interrupted by another but by rising to a point of order for 
explanation.  No member shall be interrupted while speaking but by a call to order. When a 
member is called to order he or she shall immediately relinquish the floor, and the municipal 
council, if appealed to, shall decide in the case without debate; and if the decision is against the 
member, he or she shall not be permitted to speak, unless by way of excuse for the same, until he 
has made satisfaction. (Ord of 10-23-2001) 
 
SECTION 20: VOTING PROHIBITED WHEN MEMBER INTERESTED; ALL MEMBERS TO VOTE 

UNLESS EXCUSED. 
 
No member shall engage in any business or transaction or shall have a financial or private interest, 
direct or indirect, which is in conflict with the proper discharge of his or her official duties.  A 
member who has a direct or indirect financial or other private interest, distinct from the public 
interest, in any proposed legislation shall publicly disclose, on the official record of the council, the 
nature and extent of such interest, and upon so doing shall be excused from voting on the said 
question. 
 
Every member, except as above, who shall be on the municipal council when a question is put, 
shall vote, unless the municipal council for special reasons excuse him or her. (Ord of 10-23-2001) 
 
SECTION 21: RECONSIDERATION. 
 
The question having been taken, it shall be in order for any member to move reconsideration 
thereof at the same meeting, or any member may give notice of his intention to move a 
reconsideration at the next regular meeting and if such notice be given, no subsequent motion 
thereupon to reconsider the pending question shall be entertained; but no more than one motion for 
the reconsideration of any vote shall be permitted. (Ord of 10-23-2001) 
 
SECTION 22: LIMITATION ON READING OF PAPERS. 
 
All communications to the council that are two 8 x 11 1/2”  pages or less in length shall be read 
unless a majority of the council dispenses with the said reading.  Attachments to the main letter 
need not be read. (Ord of 10-23-2001) 
 
SECTION 23: SEATS OF COUNCIL; CHANGING SEATS. 
 
The seats of the municipal council shall be numbered and assigned by lot at the organizational 
meeting of the Municipal Council which shall be the first meeting of a duly seated and newly 
elected Municipal Council; no member shall change his or her seat but by permission of the 
presiding officer. (Ord of 10-23-2001) 
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SECTION 24: STANDING COMMITTEES. 
 

a. All standing committees shall consist of between three and nine 
members. 

 
b. The role of each committee shall be to provide a forum for in-depth 

review and analysis of all city departments, boards, agencies, and to 
provide a means for residents of the City of Taunton to address their 
concerns with regard to services provided by the City of Taunton. 

 
c. Committees shall focus upon (1) public policy, (2) efficiency of service 

delivery, and (3) cost containment, it being the goal of city government 
to provide appropriate services while ensuring that public moneys, which 
derive from our citizenry, are spent wisely and cautiously. 

 
d. Each committee shall recommend such changes in the ordinances or 

statutes as will provide the greatest necessary services for the tax moneys 
expended. 

 
e. There shall be appointed standing committees as follows: 

 
1. Committee of the Whole (Nine Members), which shall concern itself with 

any litigation involving the municipal council and all other matters referred 
to it.  The committee shall exercise general oversight over the Office of the 
Mayor. 

 
2. Finances and Salaries (Three Members), which shall exercise general 

oversight with respect to revenues and expenditures of the City of Taunton 
and all other component units with the exception of the budget for the 
Taunton School Department.  The committee may report to the council the 
cost of the implementation of any order, ordinance, program or other 
initiative pending before the body, and shall make such report whenever 
requested by another committee or directed to do so by the council; shall 
be referred to it all matters concerning appropriations, the city budget, 
expenditures and loans; and, further, no appropriation, budget expenditure 
or loan shall be voted out of committee except upon a majority vote of its 
members.  The committee shall exercise oversight with respect to the 
Assessing, Auditing, Collector, and the Treasury Department. 

 
3. Department of Public Works (Five Members), which shall concern itself 

with any matters that are within the purview of the Department of Public 
Works.  The committee shall exercise general oversight with respect to the 
Department of Public Works. 

 
4. Public Property (Five members), which shall concern itself with any 

matters relating to or affecting all public buildings or other public property.  
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The committee shall exercise general oversight with respect to the 
Building Department.  

 
5. Fires and Wires (Three Members), which shall exercise general oversight 

with respect to the Fire Department. 
 
6. Police and Licenses (Three Members), which shall exercise general 

oversight with respect to the Police Department. The committee shall 
concern itself with any matters that relate to the granting, review, renewal 
or revocation of licenses granted by the city.  The committee shall concern 
itself with transportation policies for the city, including issues related to 
parking, traffic flow on city streets, and hackney/jitney licenses. 

 
7. Elderly Affairs and Human Services (Three Members). The committee 

shall concern itself with the provision of services to elderly persons and the 
special problems of aging, including personal safety, access to health care, 
the promotion of independent living, home health services, nutrition and 
transportation.  The committee shall exercise general oversight with 
respect to the Human Services Department.  

 
8. Arts, Humanities and Tourism (Three Members) The committee shall also 

concern itself with charitable issues relating to the city and city employees, 
and the encouragement of the arts and humanities within the city.  The 
committee shall exercise general oversight over the Taunton Cultural 
Council    

 
9. Ordinances and Enrolled Bills (Three Members) which shall exercise 

general oversight with respect to the Law Department, the City Clerk, 
Department of Human Services, and Worker’s Compensation and Group 
Insurance matters. The committee shall concern itself with organization 
and structure of city government, including departmental fees and charges.  
The committee shall have referred to it all proposed ordinances and special 
laws affecting the structure, duties, and responsibilities of all city 
departments, agencies, and commissions. 

 
10. Needs of the Taunton Municipal Lighting Plant (Three members) The 

committee shall concern itself with all energy and utility related issues that 
arise within the city.   

 
11. Youth and Recreation (Five members). The committee shall concern itself 

with the provisions of services to children and adolescents in Taunton.  
The committee shall work to strengthen cooperation among city, state and 
private agencies engaged in providing youth services and to expand 
support for public and private youth activities and programs. 
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12. Economic Development and Technology (Five Members). The committee 
shall concern itself with the physical and economic development of the 
city; job training and opportunities stemming from new and planned 
development, public policy involving housing issues, the relationship of 
the city to SRPEDD and other regional and state planning agencies, the 
effect of large scale development on neighborhoods and the people of 
Taunton. The committee shall also concern itself with telecommunications, 
new technologies, information technology, computer technology and the 
internet.  The committee shall explore ways for all city departments to 
become more effective and efficient in the use of computer technology for 
the benefit of residents of the city.  The committee shall exercise general 
oversight with respect to the Automation Department, the Industrial 
Development Department, the Mayor’s Office of Community 
Development, the Mayor’s office of Economic Development, and the 
Senior Planner. 

 
 
13. Needs of the Airport (Three Members).  The committee shall concern itself 

with transportation and use issues involving the Taunton Municipal 
Airport.   

 
14. Zoning (Three Members).  The committee shall concern itself with the 

zoning ordinances of the city.   
 
15. Public Health and Environmental Affairs (Three Members).  The 

committee shall concern itself with the public health issues of Taunton 
residents, including the impact of industry on public health.  The 
committee shall also concern itself with the natural resources of the city, 
including wetlands.  The committee shall involve itself with all maters 
relating to the problems of air, land and water pollution, and open space 
conservation. The committee shall also concern itself with the issues 
relevant to natural disasters occurring in the City of Taunton.   

 
16. Solid Waste (Five Members).  The committee shall concern itself with 

recycling and other resource recovery efforts; protection from improper 
storage, transportation and disposal of wastes, and especially hazardous 
and infectious wastes. The committee shall exercise general oversight with 
respect to the operation and management of the Taunton Landfill. 

 
17. Americans with Disabilities Compliance (Three Members). The committee 

shall concern itself with achieving compliance with the state and federal 
guidelines established by the Americans with Disabilities Act.  The 
committee shall exercise general oversight with respect to the Americans 
with Disabilities Act coordinator and the Taunton Commission on 
Individuals with Disabilities. 
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18. Golf Course Commission Representative (One member).  The council 
member shall attend meetings of the Golf Course commission and shall 
concern himself or herself with the efficient management and operation of 
the John F. Parker Municipal Golf Course. 

 
19. Heart of Taunton Representative. (One Member)  The council member 

shall be the Chair of the Committee on Economic Development and 
Technology.  He or she shall attend meetings of the Heart of Taunton and 
shall concern himself or herself with the development of a vibrant business 
climate for downtown Taunton.    (Ord of 10-23-2001; Ord of 6-14-2005) 

 
SECTION 25: APPOINTMENT OF COMMITTEES. 
 

a. All committees shall be elected by the Municipal Council.  At the 
organizational meeting of the Municipal Council, the Chair pro tempore 
shall preside.  The Clerk of Council Committees shall establish a ranking of 
seniority for members of the council.  Seniority shall not be based upon 
consecutive terms on the Council, but by total number of years served.  In 
the event that two or more members have equal seniority, the ranking shall 
be established by alphabetical order.   

 
b. Once the ranking has been established, each Councilor shall choose his or 

her committee assignment.  The first name on a given committee shall be the 
Chair.  The second name on the committee shall be the Vice Chair.  The 
selection shall continue until all positions on the respective committees have 
been assigned. 

 
c. No person may serve as the Chair of a Committee of the Municipal Council 

for a period in excess of four consecutive years. (Ord of 10-23-2001) 
 
 
SECTION 26: CHAIR OF COMMITTEES; MEETINGS. 
 
Meetings of committees may be called by the chair or by the clerk of council committees upon the 
written request of two members of the committee. If the chair fails to call a meeting of a committee 
within ten days from the time a subject has been referred to it, any two members may call such 
meeting. (Ord of 10-23-2001) 
 
SECTION 27: COMMITTEE ACTION 
 
When a motion is made to refer any subject, and different committees are proposed, the question 
shall be taken in the following order: 
 
(a) To a standing committee of the municipal council. 
(b) To a select committee of the municipal council. 
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Any member a motion, order, or resolution which is referred to a committee may request that the 
Chair of the committee set, within 30 days, a mutually agreeable date for a hearing. (Ord of 10-23-
2001) 
 
SECTION 28: COMMITTEE PROCEDURE 
 

a. No meeting of any committee shall be called upon less than forty-eight hours from the time 
the Clerk of Council Committees shall have mailed the notices or dispatched them by 
special messenger.  The Clerk of Council Committees, upon the scheduling of a committee 
hearing, shall promptly post a record of the time, place and subject matter of such hearing 
and shall cause a written notice thereof to be delivered to all councilors. 

 
b. The chair and members of the committee shall speak and question witnesses for not more 

than ten minutes at a time, provided that the sponsor(s) of the various committee proposals 
shall be given an opportunity to make the initial presentation. (Ord of 10-23-2001) 

 
SECTION 29: CODE OF CONDUCT  
 
The Taunton Municipal Council hereby recognizes that in the performance of its official duties as 
representative leaders of the community it must at all times conduct itself in such a manner as to 
generate respect for city government and its citizens.  Accordingly, its shall be a rule of the 
Taunton Municipal Council that all invited guests, department heads and advisers shall be treated 
by each and every councilor with courtesy and respect at all times whether in agreement or 
disagreement with the views or recommendations they may make. 
 
If a councilor engages in conduct that violates this rule he or she shall be ruled out of order by the 
Chair of that Committee and shall relinquish the floor.  If the Chairperson of any Committee 
engages in conduct that violates this rule as determined by the members present at the meeting, he 
or she shall be asked to step down as chair until he or she can conduct themselves in compliance 
with the Code of Conduct Rule. (Ord of 10-23-2001) 
 
SECTION 30: RECORDS REQUIRED OF COMMITTEES; COMMITTEES TO ACT ONLY IN CONCERT. 
 
Committees shall cause records to be kept of their proceedings in books provided by the city for 
that purpose. No committee shall act by separate consultation, and no report shall be received 
unless agreed to in committee actually assembled. (Ord of 10-23-2001) 
 
SECTION 31: WHEN COMMITTEES REQUIRED TO REPORT. 
 
It shall be the duty of all committees to whom a subject may be specially referred to report thereon 
within three weeks from the time such subject is referred to them, or at the next meeting thereafter, 
or ask for further time.  Any and all reports of committees to be considered by the Municipal 
council must be in writing prior to acceptance.  The committee chair shall sign the report. The chair 
must distribute the committee report to all members of the committee for review and the reports 
must be submitted to the City Clerk by 2:00 p.m. on the Friday prior to the next scheduled Council 
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meeting.  (Ord of 10-23-2001) 
 
SECTION 32: COMMITTEES NOT TO SIT DURING COUNCIL MEETINGS. 
 
No committee shall sit during the meeting of the municipal council without special leave.  A 
committee may sit immediately prior to the meeting of the Municipal Council and immediately 
thereafter.  Any and all committee meetings that are convening at the appointed time of the 
Municipal Council meeting shall recess for the commencement of the Municipal Council meeting.   
 
Committees may sit on any day selected by the Chair of the committee or by the selection, in 
writing, of two members of the committee. (Ord of 10-23-2001) 
 
SECTION 33: PETITIONS FOR APPOINTMENTS; CONFIRMATION OF APPOINTMENTS; NOTICE OF 

APPOINTMENTS. 
 

a. All petitions for appointments that are made upon nomination of the mayor and 
confirmation of the municipal council shall, when received, be referred to the mayor.  

 
b. The confirmation of the appointment of the city solicitor may be, and all other appointments 

shall be, deferred until the next regular meeting of the municipal council, after such 
appointments are made.  

 
c. No appointment shall be deemed to be in the hands of the municipal council unless the 

mayor shall have caused to be placed on the desk of each member, at the beginning of the 
meeting, the name of the person to be appointed and the office. (Ord of 10-23-2001) 

 
 
SECTION 34: APPROVAL OF BILLS. 
 
No chair of any committee or board shall audit or approve any bill or account against the city for 
any supplies or services which shall not have been ordered or authorized by the committee or 
board.  Except as provided by ordinances. (Ord of 10-23-2001) 
 
SECTION 35: FORM OF ORDINANCES; FORM OF ORDERS. 
 
In all votes which express anything by way of command, the form of expression shall be "ordered," 
and when the council expresses opinions, principles, facts or purposes, the form shall be 
"resolved." (Ord of 10-23-2001) 
 
SECTION 36: INTRODUCTION OF ORDINANCES; REFERRAL TO COMMITTEE AND CITY SOLICITOR. 
 
Every ordinance which shall be introduced into the municipal council shall be referred to the 
committee on ordinances and enrolled bills, before action is taken thereon, and shall contain a 
number which shall be assigned to it by the Clerk of Council Committees.  The draft of every new 
ordinance to be reported to the municipal council by the committee on ordinances and enrolled 
bills, whether reported by a majority or a minority of that committee shall be first submitted by the 
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committee to the city solicitor for examination and approval as to form and legal character. The city 
solicitor shall forthwith examine the same, and if he disapproves of the form and legal character 
thereof, he shall there upon signify his disapproval thereon, and return the same to the committee; 
and if he approves of the form and legal character thereof, he shall signify his approval thereon, and 
transmit the same to the city clerk, who shall cause the same to be printed in the usual form of 
printed ordinances and shall mail a printed copy thereof, showing thereon the approval of the city 
solicitor, to the mayor, the city solicitor and to each member of the municipal council, at least three 
days before the meeting at which the report is to be offered. If, after the draft of a proposed 
ordinance has been returned to the committee by the city solicitor disapproved, and after further 
consideration the committee or a minority thereof decide to report the ordinance to the municipal 
council unchanged, the draft shall thereupon be filed with the city clerk, who shall cause the same 
to be printed and printed copies showing thereon the disapproval of the city solicitor mailed to the 
mayor, city solicitor, and each member of the municipal council in the same manner hereinbefore 
provided for ordinances approved by the city solicitor. (Ord of 10-23-2001) 
 
SECTION 37: ADOPTION OF MATTERS ON THE DAY INTRODUCED 
 
No ordinance or substitution of an ordinance may be adopted at the meeting at which it is 
submitted.  This rule may only be suspended with unanimous consent. (Ord of 10-23-2001) 
 
SECTION 38: TWO READINGS REQUIRED OF CERTAIN ORDINANCES. 
 
Every ordinance and all resolutions and orders which impose penalties or involve the raising, 
appropriation or expenditure of money, shall have two separate readings before they shall be finally 
passed; and no ordinance, resolution nor any such order shall have more than one reading on the 
same day, except under the suspension of this section. (Ord of 10-23-2001) 
 
SECTION 39: STAGES OF PASSAGE OF ORDINANCES; NOT TO BE AMENDED AFTER ENROLLED. 
 
Every ordinance shall pass through the following stages before it shall be considered as having 
received the final action of the municipal council: First reading, second reading-passage to be 
enrolled, and passage to be ordained. After its passage to be enrolled, the ordinance shall be 
enrolled by the clerk, and if the ordinance has been amended during any reading then the ordinance 
shall be duly examined by the committee on ordinances and enrolled bills, and upon report of such 
committee that it is truly and properly enrolled, the question shall be upon its passage to be 
ordained. Any ordinance shall be considered to be enrolled and so reported by the committee on 
ordinances and enrolled bills, if the same shall be in print and found by the committee to conform 
to the draft as passed to be enrolled. If the ordinance has not been amended during any reading, the 
question shall be upon its passage to be ordained without a subsequent examination by the 
committee on ordinances and enrolled bills.  No ordinance shall be amended after its passage to be 
enrolled, but may be rejected at any stage of its progress. (Ord of 10-23-2001) 
 
SECTION 40: CITY CLERK TO PRESENT PASSED ORDINANCES TO MAYOR. 
 
Whenever an ordinance, order, resolution or vote shall be passed by the municipal council which is 
required by law to be presented to the mayor, the city clerk shall present the same after its passage 
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without unnecessary delay, and shall enter upon the record of the municipal council the day upon 
which the same was presented and approved. (Ord of 10-23-2001) 
 
SECTION  41:     FURTHER RULES 
 
Unless inconsistent with any provision of these rules, the proceedings of the council shall be 
governed by Robert’s Rules of Order, current edition. (Ord of 10-23-2001) 
 
 
SECTION  42: ADOPTION OF RULES 
 
It is the intention of these rules that they be passed as Ordinances of the City of Taunton.  If any 
amendments to the rules are proposed, such amendments shall be subject to any and all rules 
regarding the passage of ordinances. (Ord of 10-23-2001) 
. 
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Statutory Reference Table 
 
This table shows the location within this Charter and Code, either in the text or notes 
following the text, of references to the state law or related matters. 
 
MGLA Chapter Section Disposition 
23 14-24 2-71 
25 12H 4-78 
30A  12-242(b)(3) 
  12.1-34 
 9A 12.1-39 
 14 12.1-35 
31  2-155, 2-182 
  12.1-39 
  15-21 
  15-43, 15-45 
32B 3,7A, 9B 2-187 
33 13-13 Ch5 (note) 
33 App 13-1 Ch 5 (note 
36  15-45 
39 6A Charter, Art I 
  Sec 13 
40  13-131, 13-148 
 4 1-10 
 4B 6-91 
 5(21A) 9-1 
 8B Ch2 Art VII (note) 
 8C 2-117 
 8D 10-1 
 8G 18-1 
 21 1-5 
 21(2)(3)(4) 20-20 
 21(8) 22-2 
 21(10) 4-1 
 21(17) Ch 14 Art II (note) 
  14-35 
 22 Ch 12 Art X (note) 
 38-42I Ch 22 (note) 
 47 1-11 
40A  14-37 
 7 9-40 
40C  10-18 
  10-20 thru 10-22 
 1-17 10-24 
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41  Ch 2 (note) 18-4 
 18 2-2 
 24-30A Ch 21 Art II (note) 
 35 Ch 6 Art IV (note) 
 38 6-153 
 48-51 Ch 6 Art III (note) 
 52 Ch 6 Art III (note) 
  6-44 
 53-54A Ch 6 Art III (note) 
 63, 65 Ch 19 (note) 
 73-81 2-98 
 81A Ch 16 (note) 
 85-90A Ch 2 art III Div 7(note) 
 91-91B 18-4 
 96-101 Ch 18 (note) 
 108L 18-59 
43  15-24 
 28 6-91 
43B 2 Charter, Art I sec 19.1 (e), 

(f) 
44 16 6-2 
 32 2-69 
 53 6-73 
 56A 6-1 
45  Ch 15 (note) 
 2 Ch 15 Art III (note) 
 14 15-42, 15-60 
48  Ch 7, Art II (note) 
 59A 7-38 
54 1 1-13 
59 37 Ch 21 (note) 
  21-24, 21-25 
 43 21-29 
 53 21-30 
 59 21-31 
 59A 16-41 through 16-47 
60  21-1 
78  Ch 11 (note) 
 7 Ch 11 (note) 
80  21-32 
82 17 Ch 20(note) 
 40 Ch 20, Art III (note) 
83  Ch 19 (note) 
 11 19-6 
 14 19-12 
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 25 Ch 20(note) 
  Ch 20, Art VI (note) 
 26 Ch 20, Art VI (note) 
84  6-135 
85  Ch 20(note) 
 5 20-20 
 8 20-5 
 10 Ch 20(note) 
87 9 14-1 
  14-143©(8) 
89 7B 13-3 
 9 13-48 
90 1 13-1, 13-59 (a) 
 2 13-89.1 
 18 13-56(a) 
 18A 13-201 
 20 13-10, 13-41 
 20A ½ 2-154, 2-155 
  13-22 
 20C 13-33 
 90A ½ 13-22 
90B  14-13 
94  Ch 9, Art III (note) 
 12-48E Ch 9, Art IV (note) 
 65M 9-56 
 34 Ch 2, Art III Div 7(note), 2-

151 
 35-56 2-151 
101 13,14 Ch 12, Art V(note) 
 15 Ch 12 Art V(note), 12-74 
 16-30 Ch 12, Art V (note) 
111  Ch 9 (note) 
  12-242 (b) (3) 
 21A 9-40 
 21D 9-40 
 26 Ch 9, Art II (note) 
 27 9-21 
 40 9-40 
 40A 9-40 
 41 9-40 
 83 9-40 
 94 9-40 
 140 9-40 
 146 9-40 
114  Ch 15, Art II (note) 
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 19 15-24 
 150A Ch 8 (note) 
131 40 14-34(5) 
  14-38(b) 
132 11 15-1 
136  15-42 
 4 14-15 
137 1-7 14-6 
138 1 14-16 
140  Ch 12(note) 
 32B 12.1-1 
 32G 12.1-1 
 32L(8) 12.1-38(b), (f) 
 32P 12.1-33(b)(5) 
 54 Ch 12, Art VI (note) 
 59 12-215, 12-216 
 70,71 Ch 12, Art IX (note) 
 72 Ch 12, Art IX (note) 
  12-161 
 73-78 Ch 12, Art IX (note) 
 79 Ch 12, Art IX (note) 
  12-159 
 80-85 Ch 12, Art IX (note) 
 151A 3-18(h) 
 167 3-21 
 168 3-21 
 172 11-5 
 173 3-17 
 177 Ch 12, Art II (note) 
 178 12-18 
 179 12-107 
 202 12-17, 12-98 
 203 12-17, 12-99 
 204, 205 12-17 
142  4-76 
143  Ch 4 (note) 
 3,3A Ch 4 (note) 
147  Ch18 (note) 
 11-13 18-45 
 17B 18-51 
148  7-31.1 
157B  12.1-1 
 4 12.1-1 
159A 1 Ch 12, Art X (note) 
160 147 14-14 



 City of Taunton Revised Ordinances 

2010 Printing 1/5/2010                       Statutory Reference Table  Page V 
 

 22 17-2 thro 17-5 
 30 17-8 
 31 17-9 
 32 17-1 
166A  2-263 
180 20-25 9-56 
258  6-135 
262 53 18-57 
 53C 18-57 
276  14-19(f) 
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Code Comparative Table 
1964 Revised ordinances 

 
This table gives the location within this code of those sections of the 1964 revised 
ordinances updated through 8-11-1970, which are included herein.  Sections of the 1964 
Revised Ordinances not listed herein have been omitted as repealed, superseded, obsolete 
or not of a general and permanent nature.  For the location of ordinances adopted 
subsequent thereto, see the table immediately following this table. 
 
1964 Revised Ordinances Section Section This Code 
1-1 1-1 
1-3 thru 1-14 1-2 thru 1-13 
2-1 thru 2-3 2-1 thru 2-3 
2-3.1 thru 2-3.3 2-5 thru 2-7 
2-4 thru 2-9 2-67 thru 2-72 
2-10 thru 2-12 2-84 thru 2-86 
2-13 thru 2-20 2-98 thru 2-105 
2-21 thru 2-23 2-37 thru 2-39 
2-24, 2-25 2-8 
2-26 2-9 
2-27 2-131 
2-28 thru 2-34 2-133 thru 2-139 
2-35 thru 2-37 2-151 thru 2-153 
2-38 thru 2-43 2-224 thru 2-229 
2-43.1 2-204 
2-43-4 2-207 
2-44 16-17, 16-18 
2-45 16-19 
2-46 15-60 
2-47 15-61 
2-47a 15-3 
2-48 thru 2-54 15-62 thru 15-68 
2-55 thru 2-62 9-74 thru 9-81 
2-63 9-82 , 9-99 
2-64 thru 2-67 9-100 thru 9-103 
2-68 2-246, 2-247 
2-69 thru 2-71 2-248 thru 2-250 
2-72 thru 2-74 2-177 thru 2-199 
2-100 2-183 
3-1 4-2 
3-2 4-2 
3-3 4-38 
3-3.1 thru 3-3.3 4-39 thru 4-41 
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3-4 4-58 
3-5 4-59 
3-20 thru 3-22 4-19 thru 4-21 
4-1 thru 4-5 8-19 thru 8-23 
4-6 thru 4-13 8-38 thru 8-45 
5-1 thru 5-3 5-1 thru 5-3 
5-4 18-1 
5-5 thru 5-7 5-4 thru 5-6 
6-1 thru 6-4 6-1 thru 6-4 
6-5 6-21 
6-6 6-22 
6-7 6-39 
6-8 thru 6-17 6-41 thru 6-50 
6-18 thru 6-25 6-67 thru 6-74 
6-26 thru 6-30 6-91 thru 6-95 
6-31 thru 6-36 6-112 thru 6-117 
6-37 thru 6-39 6-134 thru 6-136 
6-40 6-153 
6-41 6-155 
7-1 thru 7-9 7-17 thru 7-25 
7-12 thru 7-27 7-26 thru 7-41 
7-29 7-42 
7-30 7-43 
7-32 7-45 
8-1 9-20 
8-2 9-21 
8-3 thru 8-5 4-76 thru 4-78 
8-7 9-38 
8-8 9-39 
8-9 9-56 
8-10 9-57 
8-11 8-26 
9-1 thru 9-5 11-1 thru 11-5 
10-1 thru 10-3  12-17 thru 12-19 
10-4 thru 10-6 12-37 thru 12-39 
10-7 12-56 
10-8 12-57 
10-9 thru 10-12 12-74 thru 12-77 
10-13 thru 10-24 12-95 thru 12-106 
10-25 12-123 
10-26 12-124 
10-27 12-141 
10-28 thru 10-30 12-158 thru 12-160 
10-30A 12-161 
10-31 thru 10-40 12-179 thru 12-188 
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10-42 thru 10-51 12-189 thru 12-198 
10-52 12-215 
10-53 12-216 
11-1 thru 11-9 13-1 thru 13-9 
11-9.1 13-10 
11-9.2 13-11 
11010 thru 11-19 13-12 thru 13-21 
11-20 13-39 
11-21 13-40 
11-21.1 13-41 
11-22 thru 11-31 13-42 thru 13-51 
11-31.1 13-54 
11-32 13-52 
11-32A 13-53 
11-33 thru 11-42 13-73 thru 13-82 
11-42 A 13-83 
11-43 13-84 
11-43A 13-83 
11-44 13-85 
11-45 13-86 
11-47 thru 11-49 13-88 thru 13-90 
11-56 thru 11-60 13-123 thru 13-127 
11-61 13-108, 13-128 
11-62 13-109 
11-64 13-110 
11-65 13-111 
11-66 thru 11-68 13-129 thru 13-131 
11-69 13-107 
11-70 13-143 
11-71 13-144 
11-72 13-109 
11-73 13-145 
11-74 13-110 
11-75 13-108 
11-76 13-111 
11-77 thru 11-79 13-146 thru 13-148 
11-80 13-22 
11-81 13-165 
11-83 thru 11-86 13-168 thru 13-171 
11-86a 13-172 
11-87 13-173 
11-88 13-167 
11-89 thru 11-92 13-174 thru 13-177 
11-105 thru 11-112 13-194 thru 13-201 
11-113.3 thru 11-113.11 13-218 thru 13-228 



 City of Taunton Revised Ordinances 

2010 Printing 1/5/2010                               Code Comparative Table  Page IX 
 

11-152 13-56 
12-1 14-1 
12-2 14-2 
12-4 thru 12-6 9-1 thru 9-3 
12-7 20-23 
12-8 14-3 
12-9 14-4 
12-11 thru 12-14 14-5 thru 14-8 
12-15 8-2 
12-16 thru 12-18 14-9 thru 14-11 
12-18.1 14-12 
12-19 thru 12-25 14-13 
12-27 14-14 
12-28 14-34 thru 14-37 
12-30 14-38 
12-32 14-15 
12-33 20-19 
13-1 thru 13-3 15-41 thru 15-43 
13-4 thru 13-8 15-20 thru 15-24 
13-10, 13-11 15-1 
14-1  2-170 
14-1.1 2-171 
14-2 2-185 
14-3 thru 14-9 2-172 thru 2-178 
14-10 2-180 
14-12 2-182 
14-13A 7-44 
14-13B 18-60 
14-14 2-186 
15-1 thru 15-12 17-2 thru 17-13 
15-13 17-30 
15-14 17-31 
16-1 18-45 
16-2 20-1 
16-3 thru 16-7 18-23 thru 18-27 
16-8 18-2 
16-9 18-46 
16-10 18-3 
16-11 18-28 
16-12 thru 16-19 18-47 thru 18-54 
16-19A 18-55 
16-20 thru 16-22 18-4 thru 18-6 
16-23 thru 16-26 18-56 thru 18-59 
16-27 18-61 
17-1 19-1 
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17-2 thru 17-12 19-3 thru 19-13 
18-1 20-73 
18-1a 20-2 
18-1b 20-67 
18-1c 20-71 
18-1d 20-68 
18-1e 20-72 
18-1f 20-70 
18-1g 20-69 
18-2 thru 18-15 20-3 thru 20-16 
18-16 20-21 
18-17 20-17 
18-18 20-18 
18-19 20-20 
18-20 20-22 
18-21 20-40 
18-22 20-41 
18-22a 20-42 
18-23 thru 18-29 20-43 thru 20-49 
18-30 thru 18-37 20-117 thru 20-124 
18-38 thru 18-40 20-141 thru 20-143 
18-41 8-1 
19-1 thru 19-15 21-18 thru 21-32 
19-16 21-1 
20-3a 22-3 
20-5 22-6 
20-6.1 22-4 
20-8 22-5 
20-9 22-1 
22.1 thru 22.8 10-18 thru 10-25 
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Code Comparative Table Ordinances 

 
 
This table gives the location within this Code of those Ordinances adopted since the 1964 
Revised Ordinances as updated through 8-11-70, which are included herein.  Ordinances 
adopted prior to such date were incorporated into the 1964 Revised Ordinances, a table of 
which immediately precedes this table.  Ordinances not listed herein have been omitted as 
repealed, superseded or not of a general and permanent nature. 
 
Adoption Date Section Section this Code 
2-9 –1965  20-20 
3-9-1965  18-5 
4-6-1965  12-215 
5-11-1965  9-38,9-39 
9-21-1965  20-123 
10-13-1965  2-151 thru 2-153 
2-8-1966  16-17, 16-19 
11-22-1966  2-182 
5-2-1967  15-60 thru 15-65, 15-67, 15-68 
5-23-1967  12-216 
8-22-1967  14-7 
9-19-1967  14-12 
2-13-1968  2-181 
5-28-1968  18-6 
8-13-1968  9-99 thru 9-103 
12-17-1968  18-53, 18-56 
12-23-1968  7-40, 7-42, 18-28, 18-58 
12-30-1968  18-23, 18-45, 18-57 
7-22-1969 14-3 2-172 
10-14-1969  20-73 
11-18-1969  2-248 thru 2-250 
6-2-1970  15-24 
 1 2-5 
 2 2-6 
 3 2-7 
6-23-1970  18-57, 18-59 
7-7-1970  18-61 
7-28-1970  7-43, 7-45 
8-11-1970  2-185, 8-26 
9-21-1970  7-43 
10-20-1970  20-50 
11-17-1970  2-185, 8-23, 18-4 
4-27-1971  2-184 
5-11-1971  2-185 
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5-25-1971  8-46, 18-45, 22-6 
6-8-1971  9-82 
6-22-1971  2-185 
8-24-1971  18-53, 18-54, 19-56, 18-58, 18-

59, 18-61 
9-21-1971  7-41 
9-28-1971  8-1 
11-1-1971  8-24, 18-45, 20-2, 20-67 thru 

20-72 
1-4-1972  2-187 
5-2-1972  10-1,  
5-30-1972  13-1 thru 13-9, 13-12 thru 13-

22, 13-39, 13-42 thru 13-52, 13-
73 thru 13-82, 13-84 thru 13-86, 
13-88, 13-89, 13-107 thru 13-
111, 13-123 thru 13-131, 13-43 
thru 13-148, 13-165 thru 13-
171, 13-173 thru 13-177, 13-
194 thru 13-201 

7-25-1972  9-74, 9-79 
8-15-1972  2-174 thru 2-176, 2-178, 2-179, 

13-171, 18-57 
8-29-1972  6-40, 18-46 
10-3-1972  13-82 
10-24-1972  13-171 
12-5-1972  13-82 
3-27-1973  13-53, 13-82, 13-171 
5-15-1973  16-19, 18-23, 20-41, 22-1 
5-29-1973  13-82, 15-1 
6-26-1973  13-82, 13-171 
9-4-1973  13-82 thru 13-84, 13-171 
9-18-1973  17-1, 18-6 
10-1-1973  18-45, 18-51 
12-4-1973  13-82, 13-171 
3-26-1974  2-246, 6-91 
4-2-1974  15-3 
4-9-1974  2-224 thru 2-229, 13-82 
4-30-1974  6-154 
7-9-1974  16-18 
7-23-1974  2-7, 2-185, 20-42 
8-6-1974  14-34 thru 14-37 
8-20-1974  2-185 
8-27-1974 I,II 2-4 
9-6-1974  22-3 
12-3-1974  2-247, 13-82, 14-16 
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2-11-1975  9-74,thru 9-81, 13-83 
3-25-1975  7-40 
4-15-1975  7-18, 9-82, 13-82 
4-22-1975  12-20, 14-34 
8-5-1975  13-172 
9-2-1975  13-82, 13-84 
10-14-1975  4-38 thru 4-40 
10-21-1975  13-82 
12-30-1975  13-81, 13-82, 13-171 
1-27-1976  7-41, 18-53 
3-1-1976  13-84 
4-6-1976  4-41 
5-25-1976  13-82, 18-4 
7-6-1976  12-215, 13-82 
7-27-1976  13-55 
8-3-1976  13-82, 13-171 
8-17-1976  13-40 
11-30-1976  15-2 
1-11-1977  12-78 
2-1-1977  13-171, 14-17 
2-15-1977  2-117 thru 2-199 
3-22-1977  2-179, 9-74, 13-129, 13-171, 

18-45 
7-5-1977  4-19 thru 4-21 
8-23-1977  9-100, 13-40, 13-76, 13-82, 13-

171 
8-30-1977  2-183, 2-204 thru 2-207 
11-15-1977  12-161 
12-13-1977  7-44, 13-82, 18-54, 18-55, 18-

60 
12-27-1977  2-132 
1-31-1978  7-44 
3-7-1978  2-151 
3-21-1978  13-10, 13-40 
3-28-1978  13-41 
5-23-1978  18-45 
7-3-1978  13-82, 13-90 
7-18-1978  13-11, 13-83, 13-171 
8-29-1978  8-24, 8-25 
10-10-1978  2-151, 13-82, 13-171 
11-14-1978  2-186, 13-56, 13-82, 13-171, 

22-2 
11-28-1978  13-7, 13-22, 13-218 thru 13-228 
1-2-1979  12-102, 12-105, 12-159, 12-

162, 13-82 
1-9-1979  13-82, 13-171 
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2-13-1979  2-151, 2-171, 10-18 thru 10-25, 
13-22, 13-171, 22-4 

4-3-1979  13-54, 19-13 
5-1-1979  13-82 
8-29-1979 I-3 3-17 
7-17-1979  2-4 (b)(2) 
7-17-1979  13-82 
7-17-1979  13-87 
8-7-1979  13-143 
8-7-1979  13-171 
8-14-1979  13-123 
9-18-1979  13-82 
9-18-1979  13-171 
10-30-1979  13-173 
11-20-1979  2-84 thru 2-91 
11-20-1979  13-82 
11-20-1979  13-82 
11-20-1979  13-82 
11-20-1979  13-171 
11-20-1979  13-171 
12-18-1979 Repealed 15-2 
2-12-1980  14-16 
3-3-1980  22-1 
3-3-1980  18-52.1 
4-1-1980  13-82 
4-1-1980  13-82 
4-29-1980  8-25 (d) (1) b, (2) 
4-29-1980  13-82 
4-29-1980  13-82.1 
4-29-1980  13-87 
5-6-1980  14-18 
7-22-1980  13-22(d) 
7-22-1980  13-89.1 
9-30-1980  2-251 
9-30-1980  6-91 
9-30-1980  13-82 
9-30-1980  13-82 
9-30-1980  18-45 
10-21-1980  12-95, 12-102(a) 
10-21-1980  13-143 
2-17-1981  15-1, 15-20 thru 15-25 
2-17-1981  15-41 thru 15-47 
6-16-1981  12-77.1 
6-16-1981  13-89(e)(3) 
6-16-1981  13-143 
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8-11-1981  4-3 
9-15-1981 1 2-262, 2-263 
9-15-1981  13-82 
9-15-1981  13-83 
9-15-1981  13-89(e)(4),(5) 
11-10-1981  4-41 
11-10-1981  13-22 
11-17-1981  2-154, 2-155 
12-1-1981  2-224 
12-8-1981  12-77.1, 12-78(c) 
12-22-1981  3-17 thru 3-21 
12-29-1981  12-228 
12-29-1981  19-6.1, 19-14 thru 19-18 
3-30-1982  2-151(b) 
3-30-1982  2-153.1 
3-30-1982  13-82 
3-30-1982  13-171 
4-13-1982  7-31.1 
4-13-1982  13-90 
4-13-1982 19-14 19-19 
6-15-1982 1,2 13-40 
6-15-1982 1-4 13-47 
6-15-1982  13-82 
6-15-1982 1 13-86 
6-15-1982  13-89(e) 
7-13-1982 2-220 12-241 
 2-221 12-242 
 2-222 12-243 
 2-223 12-246 
 2-224 12-240 
 2-225 12-249 
 2-226 12-247 
 2-227 12-250 
 2-229 12-248 
 2-230 12-245 
 2-231 12-244 
7-13-1982  13-90 
7-13-1982 19-14 19-19 
7-27-1982  2-246 
7-27-1982  4-42 
7-27-1982  13-47 
7-27-1982  13-56 
7-27-1982  13-57 
7-27-1982  13-58 
7-27-1982  13-82 
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7-27-1982  13-89(e) 
7-27-1982  13-125 
7-27-1982  13-125 
7-27-1982  13-171 
8-17-1982  13-90 
8-17-1982  13-123 
9-13-1982 2-87 2-92 
10-12-1982 repealed 2-224 thru 2-229 
 Added 2-224 thru 2-234 
 Repealed 9-74 thru 9-82 
11-9-1982  14-34 thru 14-38 
11-30-1982  2-26 
11-30-1982  12-215 
11-30-1982 1 13-82 
11-30-1982  13-171 
12-7-1982  13-82.1 
12-28-1982 1 19-20 
 2 20-41 
 3 22-7 
1-4-1983  7-18(a) 
1-4-1983  12-183 
1-25-1983 1,2 13-82 
1-25-1983 1,2 13-171 
1-25-1983 1 15-48 
2-8-1983 1 12-78(a) 
3-29-1983  13-82 
5-31-1983  8-25(d)(1),(2) 
5-31-1983 1 13-124 
 2 13-125 
5-31-1983  13-144 
6-21-1983 1 15-20 
6-28-1983  2-163 
6-28-1983  13-87(b) 
6-28-1983  13-87.1 
7-12-1983  13-81(b) 
8-23-1983  13-89(e),(15)-(19) 
8-23-1983 1,2 13-143 (b),(c) 
 3 13-90 
8-23-1983 1-3 13=123 thru 13-125 
9-13-1983  2-10 
10-11-1983 1 13-82 
 2 13-171 
10-18-1983 1 13-82 
 2 13-123 
12-6-1983 1-5 2-275 thru 2-279 
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12-12-1983  13-90 
12-13-1983 1 2-290 
 2,6 2-291 
 3-5 2-292 thru 2-294 
12-13-1983  13-90 
12-19-1983  13-90 
12-20-1983 1 2-11 
12-20-1983 1  repealed 15-1 
 2 15-43(c)(7),(8) 
1-31-1984  13-90 
2-7-1984  13-90 
3-12-1984  13-88 
5-1-1984  3-22 
5-1-1984  13-59 
5-1-1984  13-82 
5-1-1984  13-171 
5-1-1984  14-19 
6-26-1984  12-79 
6-26-1984  13-46 
6-26-1984 1 13-125(3),(4) 
 2 13-89(e)(20) 
6-26-1984 1,2 13-123 as 13-83.1 
7-2-1984  12-80 
7-2-1984 1 13-40 
 2 13-41(c) 
8-21-1984  19-15 
8-28-1984  2-12 
8-28-1984  6-23 
8-28-1984 1 20-123 
9-17-1984  2-163 
9-25-1984 2 2-305 
 3 2-306 
 4-7 2-308 thru 2-311 
10-16-1984  9-40 
11-5-1984 1 12-216 
 2 12-98 
 3 12-180 
 4 12-17 
 5 12-158 
 6 12-56 
11-13-1984 1 2-262 
 2 2-264 
11-20-1984 1 16-17 thru 16-21 
12-31-1984  2-307 
12-31-1984 1 13-125(1) 
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 2 13-125(4) 
12-31-1984  130171 
12-31-1984  14-20 
2-19-1985 2 7-30 
 3 7-31.1 (b) 
 4 12-56(a) 
 5 7-30.1 
 6 7-35 
2-19-1985  13-82 
2-19-1985 1 13-82 
 2(a) 13-125(2) 
 (b) 13-125(3) 
3-5-1985  7-18(a) 
3-5-1985 1 13-82 
 2 13-89(e)(21), (22) 
3-5-1985  130171 
4-30-1985  13-82 
9-10-1985  1-13 
10-1-1985  16-18 
11-12-1985  13-82 
11-12-1985  13-82 
2-4-1986  8-25(d)(3) 
2-4-1986  13-82 
2-4-1986  13-82 
2-4-1986  13-89(e)(23) 
2-4-1986  13-89(e)(24) 
2-4-1986  13-171 
2-18-1986  2-40 
3-4-1986  4-4 
3-4-1986  13-91 
3-11-1986  18-45(a) 
4-7-1986  13-90 
4-15-1986  2-92 
6-24-1986 1 13-40 
 2 13-82 
 3 13-89(25) 
7-1-1986 1 22-8 
 2 19-6.1 
7-15-1986  2-10(a) 
7-15-1986  9-41 
7-15-1986  13-22(c) 
7-15-1986  7-31.2 
7-15-1986 1 13-82 
 2 13-89(26) 
7-15-1986  13-171 
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7-22-1986 Repealed 13-55 
10-21-1986  2-308(c)(3) 
10-21-1986  19-6.1 
11-10-1986  22-8 
11-18-1986  13-171 
12-23-1986  8-25(d)(1) 
12-23-1986 1-5 12-1 
12-23-1986 1 12-78(a) 
 2 12-78(b) 
12-23-1986 1 13-82 
 2 13-89(e)(27)-(30) 
12-23-1986  13-171 
12-23-1986  14-21 
2-10-1987  13-82 
2-10-1987  13-171 
2-10-1987  20-69 
2-24-1987 1 2-322 
 2,3 2-323 
 4 2-324 
 5 2-325 
 6 2-326(a), (b) 
 7 2-327(a) 
 8 2-327 (b) 
 9 2-326 (a), (c) 
5-19-1987  8-24(b), 8-25(d)(1), (2) 
7-21-1987  13-171 
9-1-1987 Repealed 2-71 
9-8-1987  4-41, 4-41.1 
9-8-1987  13-171 
9-22-1987  4-5 
9-22-1987  13-82, 13-89(e)(31) 
9-22-1987  13-171 
9-22-1987 1 13-171 
 2 13-82 
9-22-1987  13-171 
9-22-1987  20-68(8) 
10-20-1987 1-3 9-40 
10-20-1987  13-171 
11-2-1987  13-84 
11-17-1987  13-171 
12-15-1987  13-56 
2-2-1988  13-82 
3-15-1988 1 2-4(b)(2) 
 2 2-5(c) 
 3 2-5(e) 
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3-15-1988  2-56 
5-31-1988  13-82 
6-14-1988  12-215 
6-14-1988  13-82, 13-89(e)(32) 
6-14-1988  13-171 
6-21-1988  2-13 
6-21-1988  3-18(a.1) 
6-21-1988  18-51(c) 
8-2-1988 1 13-82, 13-89(e)(33) 
 2 13-82 
8-16-1988  2-14 
8-16-1988  13-82, 13-89(e)(34) 
9-6-1988  13-40 
9-6-1988  13-82 
9-6-1988  13-82, 13-89(e) 
9-6-1988 1-3 13-83 thru 13-85 
9-6-1988  13-88 
9-6-1988  13-171 
9-13-1988  2-57 
9-13-1988  13-90 
9-13-1988  13-171 
12-13-1988  13-173(4)(b) 12 through 14 
12-13-1988  13-173(9) 
12-13-1988  18-45(a) 
3-14-1989  13-82 
4-18-1989  2-153.1 
4-18-1989  20-68, 20-69 
5-16-1989  2-15 
5-16-1989  13-171 
5-16-1989  18-45(a) 
5-23-1989  9-41 
6-6-1989  13-171 
6-27-1989  7-30, 70-30.1, 7-31.1(b)7-46 
6-27-1989  13-92 
7-18-1989  2-330 through 2-332 
7-18-1989 1 13-82.1(a) 
 2 13-82.1(c) 
7-25-1989  14-22 
10-3-1989  13-22(a) 
10-3-1989  13-128 
10-10-1989  2-71 
10-10-1989  8-25(d) 
10-10-1989  22-4(a) 
10-24-1989  13-82, 13-89(e)(40) 
11-21-1989  8-25(d) 
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2-20-1990  2-323(3) 
5-15-1990  8-25(d) 
6-19-1990  13-83 
11-13-1990  13-90 
11-13-1990  13-145(b), (c) 
11-20-1990  8-27 
12-11-1990  13-83.1 
12-11-1990  19-13 
3-19-1991  13-171 
6-4-1991 1 13-82(B) 
 2 13-88 
 3 13-58 
9-17-1991 1 13-82(f) 
 2 13-83 
10-8-1991  7-31.3 
11-12-1991 1 7-19 
 2 7-20 
12-17-1991  2-59 
12-17-1991  7-46 
12-17-1991  13-171 
1-28-1992  2-85 
2-4-1992  9-42 
2-18-1992  13-171 
3-3-1992  13-171 
5-5-1992  7-21, 7-22 
5-5-1992  7-47 
5-26-1992 1 13-53 
 2 13-85 
 3 13-84 
6-16-1992 1-3 8-25(d)(1)-(3) 
6-16-1992  13-171 
7-14-1992  2-15 
7-21-1992 1-3 8-25(d)(1)-(3) 
8-4-1992  12-81 
9-29-1992 1-6 3-322 thru 2-327 
12-8-1992 1 13-82(B),(W) 
 2 13-58 
12-15-1992 1-7 12.1-31 thru 12.1-37 
 8 12.1-40 
 9,10 12.1-38, 12.1-39 
1-12-1993  14-23 
2-23-1993  13-82(P) 
3-23-1993  9-100, 9-100.1 
3-30-1993  13-171 
10-26-1993  13-82(c ) 
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11-1-1993  12-81 
12-28-1993 1 13-82(F) 
 2 13-84 
 3 13-171 
1-11-1994 1,2 7-47(a),(b) 
1-11-1994  13-82(K) 
1-11-1994  13-82(O) 
3-22-1994  2-58 
4-12-1994 1-4 5-1 thru 5-4 
4-26-1994  App A sec 27 
5-17-1994  13-90 
5-31-1994  19-21 
6-28-1994  13-47 
7-12-1994  15-26 
7-19-1994  16-17 thru 16-20, 16-22 thru 

16-25 
10-4-1994  6-156, 6-157, 6-158, 6-159, 6-

160, 6-161, 6-162, 6-163, 6-
164, 6-165, 6-166,  

11-29-1994  4-41, 4-41.1, 4-41.2, 4-41.3 
12-27-1994  13-171 
2-7-1995  12.1 
2-23-1995  13-82, 13-89, 13-171 
2-28-1995  22-4 
5-2-1995  13-82 
5-2-1995  12-215 
6-18-1995  2-164 
7-18-1995  18-70 
7-18-1995  13-171 
8-22-1995  6-156, 6-157, 6-158, 6-159, 6-

160, 6-161, 6-162, 6-163, 6-
164, 6-165, 6-166,  

8-29-1995  8-1, 8-3, 8-20, 8-24, 8-25(d), 8-
25(j), 8-38 through 8-46 

10-31-1995  13-40 
11-21-1995  2-10 
11-21-1995  13-171 
11-21-1995  13-82 
2-20-1996  6-134, 6-135 
2-20-1996  6-112 
2-20-1996  2-328 
3-4-1996  13-82 
4-2-1996  3-23, 3-24,  
4-16-1996  13-82 
4-23-1996  2-153.1 
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5-7-1996  20-3.1 
5-7-1996  13-89 
5-7-1996  10-27, 10-28, 10-29, 10-30, 10-

31, 10-32, 10-33, 10-34,  
5-14-1996  13-82 
5-14-1996  13-82 
6-11-1996  14-22 
9-4-1996  13-85 
11-28-1996  2-41 
12-5-1996  13-82, 13-172(c) 
12-5-1996  13-82 
12-30-1996  2-60 
12-30-1996  2-224 through 2-251 
1-28-1997  13-82 
1-28-1997  10-29 
3-4-1997  19-21 
5-6-1997  2-60 
5-6-1997  13-84 
5-6-1997  13-125, 13-89 
5-6-1997  20-70, 20-71, 20-72, 20-73 
5-6-1997  20-68 
5-6-1997  13-171, 13-172(c) 
5-6-1997  13-171, 13-82 
5-12-1997  20-69 
6-3-1997  13-82 
7-1-1997  20-67 
8-26-1997  13-88 
8-26-1997  13-89 
9-22-1997  20-50 
10-7-1997  12-199 
10-7-1997  12-200 
11-10-1997  13-82 
11-10-1997  13-90 
11-10-1997  13-82.1 
11-10-1997  13-56 
11-14-1997  13-82 
2-24-1998  13-171 
3-3-1998  13-82 
3-17-1998  13-48 
3-17-1998  2-275 
3-17-1998  2-276 
3-17-1998  2-277 
3-17-1998  2-278 
3-17-1998  13-48 
3-17-1998  2-279 
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3-31-1998  2-334, 2-335 
5-2-1998  13-84 
5-12-1998  13-90 
5-17-1998  13-82 
7-28-1998  13-93 
7-28-1998  13-40 
7-28-1998  13-83.1 
11-2-1998  13-171 
11-2-1998  13-82 
12-1-1998  13-82 
3-23-1999 repealed 2-183 
3-31-1999  8-27 
5-23-1999  13-145 
6-15-1999  13-83 
6-15-1999  13-82 
6-15-1999  13-82 
6-29-1999  22-9 
5-2-2000  2-2, 2-56, 2-60, 2-68, 2-69, 2-

70, 2-84, 2-85, 2-86, 2-88, 2-89, 
2-90, 2-98, 2-100, 2-101, 2-102, 
2-103, 2-104, 2-106, 2-117, 2-
118, 2-131, 2-133, 2-134, 2-
136, 2-137, 2-151, 2-152, 2-
154, 2-155, 2-163, 2-176, 2-
177, 2-178, 2-179, 2-207, 2-
291, 3-17, 3-22, 4-1, 4-19, 4-20, 
4-21, 6-2, 6-39, 6-40, 6-41, 6-
42, 6-43, 6-44, 6-45, 6-48, 6-49, 
6-68, 6-69, 6-70, 6-71, 6-72, 6-
73, 6-74, 6-91, 6-92, 6-154, 6-
155, 7-20, 7-21, 7-22, 7-23, 7-
25, 7-26, 7-27, 7-28, 7-31, 7-33, 
7-34, 7-43, 7-44, 8-22, 9-1, 9-
39, 10-22, 10-32, 12-1, 12-18, 
12-19, 12-56, 12-74, 12-75, 12-
76, 12-77, 12-78, 12-79, 12-80, 
12-81, 12-96, 12-101, 12-105, 
12-141, 12-160, 12-162, 12-
189, 12-190, 12-192, 12-199, 
12-242, 13-1, 13-12, 13-19, 13-
21, 13-45, 13-49, 13-76, 13-81, 
13-82.1, 13-89, 13-110, 13-170, 
13-172, 13-195, 13-200, 13-
218, 13-219, 13-221, 13-224, 
13-225, 14-11, 14-14, 14-20, 
14-23, 14-37, 15-20, 15-21, 15-
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22, 15-25, 15-41, 15-43, 16-20, 
17-1, 17-11, 17-12, 18-3, 18-4, 
18-5, 18-23, 18-24, 18-26, 18-
27, 18-28, 18-45, 18-46, 18-47, 
18-48, 18-49, 18-50, 18-52.1, 
18-54, 18-55, 18-56, 18-57, 18-
58, 18-61, 19-1, 19-2, 19-3, 19-
6, 19-14, 19-17, 20-1, 20-3, 20-
3.1, 20-7, 20-11, 20-12, 20-17, 
20-40, 20-41, 20-42, 20-43, 20-
44, 20-45, 20-46, 20-47, 20-50, 
20-68, 20-73, 20-92, 20-95, 20-
118, 20-119, 20-141, 20-143, 
21-18, 21-21, 21-26, 21-28, 21-
31, 22-3, App A sec 2, App A 
sec 7, App A sec 9, App A sec 
15, App A sec 17, App A sec 
18, App A sec 23, App A sec 37 

5-23-2000  1-5, 1-5.1, 1-8, 1-13, 2-37, 2-56, 
2-57, 2-58, 2-59, 2-70, 2-71, 2-
72, 2-100, 2-101, 2-118, 2-119, 
2-131, 2-151, 2-153.1, 2-164, 2-
170, 2-171, 2-172, 2-173, 2-
175, 2-177, 2-179, 2-180, 2-
185, 2-204, 2-205, 2-206, 2-
207, 2-264, 2-290, 2-291, 2-
292, 2-293, 2-294, 2-308(c), 2-
328, 2-330, 2-331, 2-332, 3-17, 
3-18, 3-19, 3-20, 3-22, 3-24, 4-
19, 4-20, 4-21, 4-39, 6-2, 6-39, 
6-42, 6-43, 6-44, 6-45, 6-46 

7-11-2000  2-132, 2-151, 2-174, 4-40, 4-76, 
Art II, Ch4, 4-78, 6-48, 6-49, 6-
67, 6-68, 6-69, 6-70, 6-71, 6-91, 
6-92, 6-112, 6-115, 6-155, 6-
156, 6-159, 6-161, 6-164, 6-
165, 6-166, 7-17, 7-27, 7-31.3, 
7-33, 7-39, 7-41, 7-42, 7-43, 7-
44, 8-25, 8-26, 9-1, 9-2, 9-3, 10-
30, 11-2, 12-17, 12-18, 12-19, 
12-39, 12-56, 12-79, 12-96, 12-
98, 12-123, 12-124, 12-141, 12-
158, 12-179, 12-180, 12-181, 
12-184, 12-185, 12-190, 12-
191, 12-198, 12-216, 13-1, 13-
5, 13-9, 13-13, 13-14, 13-22, 
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13-40, 13-45, 13-47, 14-4, 14-5, 
14-12, 14-14, 14-15, 14-36, 15-
3, 15-45, 21-1  

8-8-2000  6-74, 12-74, 12-75, 12-77, 12-
80, 13-22, 13-54, 13-60, 13-73, 
13-74.1, 13-81, 13-82.1, 13-87, 
13-89, 13-89.1, 13-143, 13-145, 
13-165, 13-170, 14-37, 14-38, 
17-2, 17-6, 17-30, 18-2, 18-24, 
19-1, 19-1.1, 19-2, 19-3, 19-4, 
19-5, 19-6, 19-6.1, 19-7,19-
7.1,19-9, 19-12, 19-13, 19-14, 
19-18, 19-21, 20-3, 20-3.1, 20-
5, 20-6, 20-9, 20-10, 20-11, 20-
14, 20-15, 20-18, 20-20, 20-23, 
20-40 

8-15-2000  2-167, 12.1.1, 12.1.2, 12.1.3,  
16-26, 17-10, 20-41, 20-42, 20-
46, 20-49, 20-50, 20-67, 20-68, 
20-69, 20-73, 20-117, 20-119, 
20-120, 20-122, 20-124, 20-
141, 20-143  

9-5-2000  2-4, 2-5, 2-6, 2-7, 9-38, 9-39, 9-
40, 9-41, 9-42, 18-45, 18-53, 
18-54, 18-55, 18-56, 18-57, 18-
60, 18-61 

9-12-2000  13-82 
9-18-2000  13-90 
9-18-2000  13-171 
9-18-2000  13-56 
9-18-2000  13-47 
9-26-2000  7-20 
10-10-2000  12-200, 12-201 
12-19-2000  13-23 
2-20-2001  2-184, 12-2, 15-24, 18-4, 20-19, 

21-24 
5-8-2001  16-30 thru 16-38 
5-15-2001  2-180.1 
5-22-2001  21-33 
6-5-2001  2-356 thru 2-361 
6-5-2001  2-340 thru 2-355 
6-5-2001  13-82 
6-12-2001  12-56 
6-26-2001  3-20, 3-24 
7-24-2001  2-153.1 
9-24-2001  12-98 
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10-23-2001  Appendix A sec 1 thru 42 
11-5-2001  13-82 
11-5-2001  13-171 
11-5-2001  2-312 
12-11-2001  2-362,2-363 
12-18-2001  12-216 
12-18-2001  13-82 
12-18-2001  1-13 
12-18-2001  3-17 
2-12-2002  13-82 
2-12-2002  Charter sec 13 
2-12-2002  13-172 
3-5-2002  13-82 
3-5-2002  1-13 
4-23-2002  18-71 
4-23-2002  13-83.1 
5-14-2002  13-82 
6-4-2002  13-82 
6-4-2002  7-48 
9-3-2002  13-145 
9-3-2002  13-83.1 
11-4-2002  13-56 
1-14-2003  6-67, 6-153 
2-11-2003  13-171 
2-18-2003  7-46 
3-4-2003  13-47 
5-13-2003  20-21 
5-27-2003  18-70 
6-3-2003  6-51 
6-17-2003  16-41 thru 16-47 
6-17-2003  12.1-1 
8-5-2003  18-72 
8-5-2003  7-46 
8-5-2003  4-41, 4-41.1, 4-41.2, 4-41.3 
8-5-2003  19-7, 19-19 
9-9-2003  13-82 
10-7-2003  13-145 
11-18-2003  13-171 
12-29-2003  13-82 
2-17-2004  13-89 
2-17-2004  2-104 
2-17-2004  13-82 
3-9-2004  1-10.1 
6-1-2004  12-1 
6-29-2004  15-10, 15-21, 15-22 
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6-29-2004  16-48 thru 16-51 
6-29-2004  2-10, 2-163 
7-20-2004  13-47 
7-20-2004  13-171 
8-10-2004  13-203 
8-31-2004  13-171 
9-21-2004  13-202 
9-21-2004  8-28 
11-9-2004  12-1 
2-22-2005  Charter sec 13 
4-5-2005  16-17 thru 16-19 
4-12-2005  13-82 
5-10-2005  13-82 
5-10-2005  13-125 
5-10-2005  13-82 
6-14-2005  Appendix A 24 
6-19-2005  19-6, 19-51 thru 19-57 
7-12-2005  13-82 
8-9-2005  13-171 
8-16-2005  2-275 thru 279 
8-16-2005  13-82 
9-20-2005  13-82 
9-20-2005  12-198 
10-25-2005  13-82.2 
10-25-2005  13-82 
10-25-2005  13-90 
10-25-2005  13-125 
11-22-2005  13-82.1 
12-6-2005  22-8 
12-13-2005  13-171 
3-7-2006  13-82 
3-7-2006  13-83.1 
3-7-2006  13-85 
3-28-2006  22-9 
4-11-2006  7-46 
6-13-2006  13-82 
6-13-2006  19-19 
6-13-2006  13-82 
6-27-2006  19-19 
6-27-2006  22-4 
6-27-2006  12-3 
10-3-2006  6-167 to 6-176 
11-14-2006  13-82 
11-14-2006  13-171 
11-14-2006  13-22 



 City of Taunton Revised Ordinances 

2010 Printing 1/5/2010                               Code Comparative Table  Page XXIX 
 

2-20-2007  22-10 
6-26-2007  22-8 
7-17-2007  13-82 
7-17-2007  2-106 
7-17-2007  13-77 
7-17-2007  12.1-1 
7-17-2007  19-7 
9-25-2007  13-125 
2-19-2008  13-82 
2-19-2008  2-364 
4-29-2008  13-82 
5-20-2008  19-19 
6-17-2008  13-128 
7-1-2008  2-133 
7-1-2008  4-19 
7-1-2008  13-82 
10-28-2008  13-128,13-145 
12-9-2008  13-171 
12-9-2008  13-171 
12-9-2008  19-60 thru 19-67 
12-22-2008  12.1-1 thru 12.1-40  
2-10-2009  13-90 
2-10-2009  13-82 
3-3-2009  12-102 
3-3-2009  12-251 
6-2-2009  16-1 
6-16-2009  9-104 
6-16-2009  22-8 
7-14-2009  12-98 
7-14-2009  3-17 
7-14-2009  12-81 
7-14-2009  2-167 
8-4-2009  4-41 thru 4.41-3 
9-1-2009  2-331 
9-1-2009  13-82 
9-1-2009  13-82 
11-10-2009  13-172 
11-10-2009  13-171 
11-17-2009  13-82 
11-17-2009  4-43 
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A Article Section 
Agencies.  See Departments and Other Agencies of the City   
ACTS   
       Exceptance of I 24 
      When Act to take effect I 25 
B   
Biennial Elections   
     Generally I I 
Bonds   
     Which officers to sign I 18 
Bridges   
      Tables of Acts pertaining to II 3 
C   
Charter   
   Acts, Acceptance of I 24 
   When Act to take effect I 25 
   Enumeration of provisions I 1 et seq 
   Ordinances, when to take effect I 22 
   Proviso I 20 
   Repealer I 20 
   Table of acts pertaining to II 1 
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   Appointment I 17 
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    Election I 19 
Council: see Municipal Council   
Councilors   
    Election I 4 
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  Table of acts pertaining to II 3 
Department of Public Works   
     Generally I 19.1 
Departments and Other Agencies of the City   
    Certain offices abolished I 8 
Department of public works. See that title   
E   
Elections   
    Annual City Elections Laws governing I 7 
    Biennial elections I 1 
    Caucus I 5 
    City Treasurer, election of I 19 
    Councilors I 4 
    Mayor I 4 
    Petition for nomination, form of I 6 
    Preliminary election ballots, names of candidates to be printed on Proviso,      
form of petition for nominations 

I 6 

    Preliminary election or caucus I 5 
    School committee I 4 
Employees; see Officers and Employees   
F   
Finance   
    Municipal Council orders appropriating money to be published; exception I 11 
    Notes and bonds, which officers to sign    I 18 
Fisheries In Taunton River and the Nemasket River   
    Tables of Acts pertaining to II 2 
G   
General laws   
Table of general laws which have been accepted II 7 
M   
Mayor    
    Committees, mayor to be member of I 15 
    Election I 4 
    Powers I 17 
    Salary I 13 
Municipal Council   
   Clerk I 10 
    Councilors   
    Elections I 4 
    Salary I 13 
   Mayor to member of certain committees I 15 
   Meetings first January after election I 9 
   Members to not be eligible for certain other offices I 14 
   Members to be sworn  I 9 
   Orders appropriating money published; exceptions I 11 
   Powers of nomination exercised I 19 
   President  I 10 
   Public meetings I 10 
   Quorum I 10 
    Regular meetings of council I 16 
    Rule and orders; see appendix A   
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    Rules for conducting meetings I 15 
    Special meetings I 16 
    Vacancies in office I 21 
    Voting I 10 
    When offices may be declared vacant I 9 
Municipal Year Generally I 2 
O   
Officers and Employees   
    Bonds; which officers to sign I 18 
    Certain offices abolished I 8 
    City Solictor. See that title   
    City Treasurer. See that title   
    Notes and bonds, which officers to sign I 18 
    Officers to be chosen I 3 
Ordinances  when to take effect I 22 
P   
Petitions; elections; petitions for nomination, form of … I 6 
Public Works, see Department of Public Works   
R   
Related acts and Acceptances   
    Generally II 1 et seq 
    Miscellaneous subjects, table of acts related to .. II 6 
Rivers, table of acts pertaining to II 3 
S   
School Committee   
    Election I 4 
    Quorum I 23 
    Site and plans for school buildings approved by school committee I 23 
    Vacancies in office I 21 
Schools, elections, school committee I 4 
Sewers and sewer loans, table of acts pertaining to II 4 
Solicitor. See City Solicitor   
Statutes, table of statutes which have been accepted II 7 
T   
Treasurer. See city treasurer   
W   
Water and Water Loans, table of acts relative to II 5 
Y   
Year, municipal year I 2 
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Code Index 
 
 Section 

A  
Abatements 16-41 thru 16-47 
ACCIDENTS  
    Traffic; accident report to be submitted by driver of vehicle 
involved 

13-18 

    Annual accident report 13-19 
    Workmen’s compensation agent; representative 2-57 
  
ADVERTISING  
    City owned property, sale of 2-14 
    Indiscriminate distribution prohibited 14-2 
    Sidewalk cafes, restrictions 12-248 et seq 
    Trees and poles nailing signs, placards prohibited 14-1 
    Use of streets for advertising purposes 13-16 
  
AGENCIES see Departments and other agencies of the City  
  
AGING  see Council on aging  
  
AGREEMENTS see contracts and agreements  
  
AIDS  
    City policy regarding AIDS  
  
ALARM SYSTEMS  
    Sprinkler and fire alarm inspection, commercial, industrial 
business, fees re 

7-46 

    Reinspection of 7-46 
    Malfunction 7-47 
    Police alarm malfunctions 18-70 
  
ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGES  
    Department of human services 2-224 et seq 
     Drinking in public restricted 14-16 
    Sidewalk cafes sale and consumption in 12-247 
  
AMERICANS WITH DISABILITIES ACT COORDINATOR (see 
also individuals with disabilities) 

 

    Duties and responsibilities 2-58 
    Position created 2-58 
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    Stipend  2-58 
  
ANIMALS AND FOWL  
    Animal control officer 2-59 
    Animal shelter advisory committee  2-60 
    Dogs confinement, restraint or muzzling 3-21 
    Dogs defecation or urination 3-19 
    Female dogs in heat, confining 3-22 
    Fines and penalties  3-20 
    Kennels 3-24 
    Leashing  3-18 
    Licensing 3-17 
    Nighttime repetitive barking 3-23 
    Vicious, regulation of running at large prohibited; impoundment 
or slaying; reclamation or disposal; penalty for violation, etc 

3-22 

  
  
ANNEXATION  ordinances saved from repeal, other provisions 
not included herein.  See the preliminary pages and the adopting 
ordinances of this code 

 

  
ANTIQUES  see junk, old metal, antiques, and secondhand articles  
  
APPOINTMENTS  
     AIDS task force 2-15 
    Affordable Housing Trust  6-167 
    Americans with disabilities act coordinator  2-58 
    Animal control officer 2-59 
    Animal shelter advisory committee 2-60 
     Assistant building inspector 4-19 
    Assistant collector 6-154 
    Assistant city clerk 2-2 
    Assistant city solicitor 2-88 
    Assistant clerk of committees 2-71 
    Automation office manager 2-56 
    Board of assessors 21-18, 21-19 
    Board of health 9-20 
    Budget Director 2-106 
    Building commissioner 2-131,4-19 
    Building inspector 4-19 
    Cable television advisory committee 2-262 
    Cemetery commission 15-20 
    City auditor 6-39 
   City engineer 2-98 
    City solicitor 2-84 
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    City treasurer/ collector 6-67 
    Clerk of committees 2-67 
    Commission on the affairs of the handicapped 2-279 
    Community development citizens advisory committee 16-22 
    Constables  18-4 
    Development impact review board 2-331 
    Director of parks and recreation 15-43 
    Director of personnel administration 2-10 
    Director of Planning and Conservation 16-48 
    Division of vehicular maintenance 2-11 
    Economic development partnership committee 16-25 
    Emergency management advisory council 5-3 
    Fire chief 7-20 
    Fire department 7-19 
    Golf course commission 2-322 et seq 
    Historic district commission 10-1 
    Human Resouces Director 2-10 
    Human services 2-224, 2-227 
    Industrial Development Commission 16-26 
    Inspector of plumbing 4-76, 4-78 
    Inspector of Weights and Measures 2-151 
    Inspector of wires 17-1 
    Labor services director 2-163 
    Library board of trustees 11-1 
    Mapping Commission 2-328 
    Nursing home 9-100, 9-100.1 
    Office of community development 16-17 et seq 
    Office of economic development 16-17 et seq 
    Park and recreation commission 15-41 et seq 
    Parking clerk 2-154 
    Parking Commission 2-304 
    Police  18-45 et seq 
    Registrar of voters 2-164 
     Sealer of weights and measures 2-151 
    Secretary to board of license commissioners 2-12 
    Superintendent of public buildings 2-131 
    Supervisor of streets 20-40 
    TEMA director 5-2 
    Workmen’s compensation agent 2-57 
  
APPROPRIATIONS  ordinances saved from repeal, other 
provisions not included herein.  See the preliminary pages and the 
adopting ordinance of this code 

 

  
ARMED  FORCES  
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  sick leave; armed forces not to lose accumulated sick leave during 
service 

2-178 

  
ASSEMBLIES  
    Dispersing from public places 14-18(b) 
    Disturbing the peace 14-18(a) 
   Penalty  14-18(c) 
  
ASSESSMENTS ordinances saved from repeal, other provisions 
not included herein.  See the preliminary pages and the adopting 
ordinance of this code 

 

Assessing of Betterments 21-33 
  
ASSOCIATIONS  
   Persons defined to include 1-2 
  
ATHLETIC GAMES  
    Children admission to 14-4 
  
AUDITOR see city auditor  
  
AUTOMATION  
   Automation office manager 2-56 
   Mapping commission 2-328 
  
B  
BALL GAMES  
    Ball games in street prohibited 20-13 
  
BANNERS  
    Streets and sidewalks; permit required to carry banners 20-8 
  
BARRICADES  
    Streets and sidewalks; entering barricaded portion of streets 20-23 
  
BATHING  
    Generally  14-3 
  
Betterments 21-33 
  
BEVERAGES see alcoholic beverages  
  
BIDS AND BIDDING  
    Contracts for collection of trash and refuse 8-1 
    City owned property sale of 2-14 
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    Contracts and purchasing; bidding 6-91 et seq 
    Finance; see also that title  
  
BILLBOARDS  see signs and billboards  
  
BILLIARD ROOMS, POOL ROOMS AND BOWLING ALLEYS  
     License fees 12-17 
     Penalty for failure to obtain 12-18 
    Required 12-17 
     Term  12-17 
  
BOARDS, COMMITTEES, COMMISSIONS  see departments and 
other agencies of the city 

 

  
BOATS AND BOATING  
    Power boats 14-13 
  
BODIES OF WATER  
    Frozen surfaces of operation of motor vehicles on restricted 13-59 
  
BODIES POLITIC  
    Persons defined to include 1-2 
  
BONDS ordinances saved from repeal, other provisions not 
included herein.  See the preliminary pages and the adopting 
ordinance of this code 

 

    Chief of police, bonds 18-2 
    City auditor; bonds 6-39 
    Poles, wires and conduits 17-1 et seq 
    Public buildings superintendent; bond required 2-131 
    Supervisor of streets; bond 20-40 
    Weights and Measures 2-153 
  
BOWLING ALLEYS see; billiard rooms, poolrooms and bowling 
alleys 

 

  
BROWN TAIL MOTH  
    Suppression of by director of parks and recreation 15-43(c)(7) 
  
BUDGET ordinances saved from repeal, other provisions not 
included herein.  See the preliminary pages and the adopting 
ordinance of this code 

 

    Budget Director 2-106 
    Capital Improvement Budget Ordinance 2-340 et seq 
    Finance; bills and accounts, annual budget 6-117 
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    Financial accountability, records disclosure 6-51 
    Water Enterprise 2-356 et seq 
  
BUILDING CODE  
    Building permit fee schedule 4-41 
    Electrical Inspections 4-3, 4-41.1 
    Mechanical Inspection 4-41.2 
    Penalty for work done without permit  4-42 
    Plumbing and gas fees 4-41.3 
    State building code 4-38 
  
BUILDINGS  
    Applications for construction, excavation, drainage and similar 
activities conditions of approval 

4-5 

    Assistant building inspector 4-19 et seq 
        Duties  4-20 
        Election 4-19 
        Term 4-19 
        Removal 4-19 
    Building Commissioner 4-19 et seq 
        Duties  4-20 
        Election 4-19 
        Term 4-19 
        Removal 4-19 
        Reports 4-21 
    Building Inspector 4-19 et seq 
        Duties 4-20 
        Election 4-19 
        Term 4-19 
       Removal 4-19 
    Demolition  4-58 etseq 
    Demolition delay 10-27 et seq 
    Fire inspections authority to order buildings demolished 7-28 
    Fire department examination of buildings 7-31 
    Hazardous waste facilities 4-4 
    House numbering 4-1 
    Moving buildings through streets 4-2 
    Public buildings; see that title 2-131 et seq 
    Plumbing; see also that title  
  
BURIALS  see cemeteries  
  
BUSES  
    General parking prohibitions 13-73 et seq 
    Receipt and discharge of passengers 13-87.1 
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     Terminals designated 13-87 
     Traffic; bus stops 13-88 
  
C  
CABLE TELEVISION ADVISIORY COMMISSION  
    Compensation 2-264 
    Establishment; term of office, appointment, vacancy 2-262 
    Powers and duties 2-263 
  
CEMETERIES  
     Cemetery department and commission established, terms of 
office, appointment, vacancy 

15-20 

    Control of separate 15-47 
    Custody of 15-21 
    Disturbing monuments 15-26 
    Monies, investment of city sums and perpetual care funds, 
application of income 

15-25 

    Perpetual  care 15-24 
    Perpetual care investment of funds 15-25 
    Public cemeteries  deeds to lots in 15-23 
    Superintendent of duties 15-22 
    Superintendent, election of 15-21 
    Superintendent, records required 15-22 
  
CHILDREN  
    Athletic event, admission to 14-4 
  
CITY  
   Defined  1-2 
  
CITY AUDITOR  
    Annual report  6-46 
    Appointment  6-39 
    Assistant  6-40 
    Bills, drawing warrant for 6-43 
    Bills, errors and informalities in 6-44 
    Bond  6-39 
    City indebtedness records of 6-47 
    Debt or interest, warrants for payment 6-48 
    Duties generally, examination of accounts by city officers 6-41 
    Expenditures and balances, notices and statements of 6-45 
    Financial accountability, records disclosure 6-51 
    Payrolls, errors and informalities in 6-44 
    Payrolls, submission of warrant to treasurer for 6-42 
    Salary increases, reporting 6-50 



 City of Taunton Revised Ordinances 

2010 Printing 1/5/2010                           Index  Page XL 
 

    Term 6-39 
    Vacancy  6-39 
  
CITY CLERK  
    Assistant city clerk 2-2 
    Fee schedule 2-167 
  
CITY ENGINEER  
    Annual report 2-103 
    Appointment 2-98 
    Assessors, assistance to 2-104 
    Assistants  2-99 
    Drains and common sewers, preparation of plans for 2-105 
    Filling vacancies 2-98 
    Records  2-102 
    Streets, sewers etc, custody of plans and notes relating to 2-101 
    Surveys  2-100 
    Terms  2-98 
  
CITY SOLICITOR  
    Appointment  2-84 
    Assistance of other legal counsel; approval of mayor 2-90 
    Assistant city solicitors, appointment, qualifications, duties, 
designation 

2-88 

    Claims 2-87, 2-134 
   Confidential legal assistant, employment, compensation, duties 2-92 
    Deliverance of papers, records etc to successor 2-89 
   Duties generally 2-86 
    Filling vacancies 2-84 
    Qualifications 2-85 
    Reports, annual 2-89 
    Term  2-84 
    Travel expenses 2-91 
  
CITY TREASURER/ COLLECTOR  
    Appointment  6-67 
   Certain payments prohibited/ authorized 6-69 
    Duties  6-68 
    Expense funds, replenishment of fund 6-74 
    Money received, daily report to city auditor 6-72 
    Notice to be given to city auditor of certain payments, statements 
of principal or interest due 

6-70 

    Payrolls, payment of 6-71 
    Term  6-67 
    Offices to transfer money  6-73 
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    Vacancies  6-67 
  
CLAIMS  see city solicitor, duties re  
  
CLERK  see city clerk  
  
CLERK OF COMMITTEES  
    Annual municipal council budget preparation 2-69 
    Appointment  2-67 
    Assistant clerk of committees 2-71 
    Duties  2-68 
    Temporary clerk  2-72 
    Term  2-67 
    Vacancies, filling 2-67 
  
Closing Hours for commercial establishments 12-2 
  
CODE OF ORDINANCES  
    Catchline of sections 1-4 
    Cited  1-1 
    City seal  1-11 
    Designated  1-11 
    Execution of deeds General penalty for violation 1-5 
    Ordinances, effective date 1-10 
    Ordinances, mayor presentation to 1-9 
    Ordinances, printing 1-8 
    Ordinances, publication 1-6 
    Ordinances,  recordation 1-7 
    Rules of construction 1-2 
    Severability 1-3 
    Wards  1-13 
    21D non-criminal Disposition penalties 1-5.1 
  
COMMISSION ON HUMAN RELATIONS see department of 
human services 

 

  
COMMISSION ON FINANCE AND SALARIES 6-112 et seq 
    Accounts, examination, duties generally 6-22 
    Composition  6-21 
    Department heads and assistant department heads, review and 
evaluation of 

6-23 

    Finance; see that title  
  
COMMITTEE ON INDIVIDUALS WITH DISABILITIES see 
handicapped persons 
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COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC PROPERTY  
    City building, permitting use of 2-39 
    City property, sale of 2-40 
    Duties  2-37 
     Records  2-38 
    Schedule of property 2-38 
    Property rented or leased by city 2-41 
  
COMMUNITY PLANNING see planning and development  
  
CONDUCT, DISORDERLY  see disturbing the peace  
  
CONDUITS  see poles, wires, and conduits  
  
CONSERVATION COMMISSION  
    Conservation Ordinance 16-30 et seq 
  
CONTRACTS AND AGREEMENTS ordinances saved from 
repeal, other provisions not included herein.  See the preliminary 
pages and the adopting ordinance of this code 

 

    Collective bargaining 2-187 
    Contracts and purchases 6-91 et seq 
    Project Labor Agreements 2-312 
    See also finance  
  
CORPORATIONS  
    Persons defined to include 1-2 
  
COUNCIL see municipal council  
  
D  
DAY CARE CENTERS  
    Fire department, quarterly inspection fees 7-46 
  
DEEDS  
    Public cemeteries, deeds to lots in 15-22 
    Execution of deeds 1-12 
  
DEFENSE  see civil defense  
  
DEMOLITION  
    Extermination required prior to demolition 4-58 
    Permits to demolish buildings required, date of completion to be 
estimated on application 

4-59 
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DEPARTMENT OF HUMAN SERVICES  
    Board, establishment, composition, compensation, terms, chair 2-224 
    Board, meetings 2-225 
    Board, vacancy 2-226 
    Director, appointment, term, duties and qualifications 2-227 
  
DEPARTMENTS AND OTHER AGENCIES OF CITY  
   AIDS task force 2-15 
    Board of assessors (taxation see also) 21-18 et seq 
    Board of health (see also health and sanitation)          9-20 et seq 
    Board of license commissioners (see also licenses and permits) 2-12 
    Cable television advisory commission 2-262 
    Cemetery department and commission (see also cemeteries) 15-20 et seq 
    Commission on individuals with disabilities ( see also handicap) 2-278 et seq 
    Committee on finance and salaries (see also committee on 
finance and salaries) 

6-21 et seq 

    Committee on public property ( see also committee on public 
property) 

2-37 et seq 

   Community development partnership committee 16-24 et seq 
    Development impact review board 2-330 et seq 
    Earth removal board 14-36 et seq 
    Economic development partnership committee 16-25 
    Emergency management advisory council 5-3 
    Employment task force 2-10 
    Fire department (see also that title) 7-17 et seq 
    Golf course commission ( see that title)  
    Hiring policy for public works projects (see public works) 2-305 et seq 
    Historic districts and commission ( see that title) 10-1 et seq 
    Human Resources 2-10 
     Human services 2-224 et seq 
    Library board of trustees (also see that title) 11-1  
    Manufactured home park eviction and discontinuance board 12.1-32 
    Office of community development 16-17 et seq 
    Office of economic development 16-17 et seq 
    Park and recreation department and commission (see also that 
title) 

15-10, 15-41 et seq 

    Parking Commission 2-304 
    Planning and development (see that title) 16-48 
    Police department  (see also that title) 18-45 et seq 
    Public works department 4-5 
    Taunton emergency management agency 5-1 et seq 
   Vehicular maintenance division of DPW (see also that title) 2-11 
   Water board, duties of clerk 22-6 
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DEVELOPMENT see planning and development  
  
DEVELOPMENT IMPACT REVIEW BOARD  
    Composition 2-331 
    Established, duties 2-330 
    Role of board 2-332 
  
DISEASES  
    City policy regarding AIDS 2-15 
  
DISTRICTS  
     Historic district 10-1 et seq 
  
DISTURBING THE PEACE  
    Dispersing from public places 14-18(b) 
    Disturbances generally 14-18(a) 
    Penalty  14-18(c) 
  
DOGS (see animals and fowl)  
  
DRAINS (see sewers and drains)  
  
DRUGS  
    Department of human services (see also that title) 2-224 et seq 
  
E  
EARTH MATERIALS REMOVAL   
    Applicability  14-35 
    Earth removal board 14-36 
    Intent  14-34 
    Other provisions 14-38 
    Permitting procedures 14-37 
  
ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT PARTNERSHIP COMMMITTEE  
    Establishment; powers 16-25 
  
ELECTIONS (see appointments)  
  
ELECTRICITY  
   Electrical inspections, fee schedule 4-3, 4-41.1 
   Poles, wires, conduits (see also that title) 17-1 et seq 
  
EMERGENCIES  
    Snow emergency regulations 13-218 et seq 
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    Taunton emergency management agency  
        Advisory council 5-3 
        Commonwealth, reference to for definitions 5-6 
        Director   5-2 
        Established  5-1 
         Political activity 5-4 
        Term effective 5-5 
  
EMPLOYEES see other officers and employees   
  
ENCLOSURES see fences, walls, hedges, and other enclosures  
  
ENGINEER see city engineer  
  
EXCAVATIONS  
    Applications, conditions for approval 4-5 
     Poles, wires and conduits (see also that title) 17-31 et seq 
     Streets and sidewalks, excavations and obstructions (see also 
that title) 

20-67 et seq 

  
EXPLOSIVES AND BLASTING AGENTS  
   Air rifles, air guns, BB guns, pellet guns 12-251 
    Black powder, gunpowder permit, inspections 7-46 
    Blasting permits 7-46 
    Fireworks permit 7-46 
    Rocket permit 7-46 
  
F  
FENCES, WALLS, HEDGES, AND OTHER ENCLOSURES  
     Pools, fence required 14-12 
     Streets and sidewalks, permit required to erect fences 20-3 
  
FINANCE  
    Accounts. See below  
   Affordable Housing Trust Fund  6-167 
    Betterments 21-33 
    Bids.  See below  
    Bills and accounts  
         Annual budget, temporary borrowing before passage of 6-117 
         Bills, departmental approval of 6-115 
         Committee on finance and salaries, warrants for payment 6-112 
         Committee to act only on bills duly approved 6-113 
         Departmental approval of bills  6-115 
         Departmental approval of payrolls 6-114 
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         Mayor and auditor, warrants to be signed by 6-116 
         Payrolls, departmental approval of 6-114 
         Warrants to be signed by mayor and auditor 6-116 
   Bills; see below  
    Budget Director 2-106 
    Capital improvement Budget Ordinance 2-340 et seq 
    City auditor (see also that title) 6-39 et seq 
    City clerk to furnish treasurer and auditor copies of orders 
affecting finances  

6-3 

    City treasurer (see also that title) 6-67 et seq 
    Claims accidents and injuries investigation of 6-136 
    Committee on finance and salaries  
         Authorized to settle small claims 6-135 
         Investigation of claims against city 6-134 
    Collection of bills  
          Assistant collector 6-154 
          Bills to be mailed by city treasurer/ collector, notification of 
unpaid bills to                                        committee on finance and 
salaries 

6-155 

     Collector of taxes to be city treasurer/ collector 6-153 
     Committee on finance and salaries (see also that title)  
     Contracts and purchases  
           Awards of contracts 6-93 
           Bid forms 6-94 
            Copies of contracts to be furnished city clerk and contracts 
to be public records 

6-95 

            Sealed bids required on purchases in excess of 6-91 
            Standard form of specification for bids 6-92 
    Financial Accountability, Records disclosure 6-51 
    Fines;  see violations  
    Fiscal year 6-1 
    Notes or bonds to be signed by city treasurer and mayor and 
shown to city auditor upon cancellation 

6-2 

    Parks and recreation, investment of city sums and perpetual care 
funds 

15-25 

    Purchases; see above  
    Tax increment financing;  see that title  
    Wages, assignment prohibited without consent 6-4 
    Water Enterprise  2-356 et seq 
  
FIRE DEPARTMENT  
    Alarm system malfunctions 7-47 
    Alarm telephone devices 7-31.2 
     Captains 7-23 
    Clerk, assignment of members of the department 7-26 
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    Committee on fires and wires, department under supervision of 7-17 
    Compensation for working out of grade 7-42 
    Composition 7-18 
   Detail Invoices 7-48 
    Deputy chiefs 7-22 
    Examination of buildings 7-31 
    Fees for inspections, permits etc 7-46 
    Fire chief  
        Appointment  7-20 
        Authority to order buildings demolished 7-28 
        Duties  7-28 
        Generally  7-20 
        Property damage, protection of 7-28 
        Rules and regulations, officers to make written report to chief 7-36 
        Senior officer in absence of chief 7-21 
        Vacancy  7-20 
    Fire protection and prevention (see also that title)  
    Inspections generally 7-29 
    Library of certain literature 7-45 
    Lieutenants 7-24 
    Maintenance of buildings 2-139 
    Mechanics  7-25 
    Members   
         Appointment 7-19 
         Suspension generally 7-34 
    Members of department to wear badges, restrictions as to fire 
lanes 

7-32 

    Neighboring cities or towns, aid to 7-38 
     Oil burners and combustible fluids inspection of 7-30 
     Paid holidays 7-41 
    Parades companies to not leave city without permission  7-37 
    Reports  7-29 
    Reports and orders to be filed, record of members and files, copy 
fee 

7-35 

    Sick leave 7-43 
    Smoke detectors 7-31.1 
    Training officer 7-27 
    Uniform allowance 7-44 
    Workweek  7-40 
  
FIRE LANES  
    Penalty for violations 13-82.1 (b) 
    Prohibition of parking 13-82.1(a) 
  
FIRE PREVENTION AND PROTECTION  
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    Alarm malfunction 7-47 
    Alarm telephone devices 7-31.2 
    City landfill site, permit to start fire 8-21 
    Detail Invoices 7-48 
    Fire department (see that title)  
    Flammables, storage of 12-56 et seq 
    Police, duties at fires 18-3 
    Smoke detectors, inspection of 7-31.1 
  
FIREARMS AND WEAPONS  
   Air Rifles, Air guns, BB Guns, Pellet Guns 12-251 
    Schools, certain objects on school property 14-23 
  
FIRES  
    Burning permit fee 7-46 
    Fire reports fee 7-46 
    Fire warnings fee 7-46 
  
FIREWORKS  
    Fireworks permit 7-46 
    Rockets permit 7-46 
  
FIRMS  
    Persons defined to include 1-2 
  
FISCAL YEAR  
     Generally  6-1 
  
FLAMMABLES, STORAGE OF  
    Flammable permit 7-46 
    License fee 12-56 
    License fee for certificate of use and occupancy 12-57 
    License required 12-56 
  
FORECOLSURES  
Foreclosures, tax title properties 2-104.1 
Maintenance of vacant and foreclosing properties 9-104 
  
FOWL see animals and fowl  
  
FRANCHISES ordinances saved from repeal, other provisions not 
included herein. See the preliminary pages and the adopting 
ordinance of this code 

 

  
FROZEN SURFACES  
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   Of ponds, lakes, rivers, brooks, streams, other bodies of water, 
operation of motor vehicles restricted 

13-59 

  
FUNERALS  
    Identification of processions 13-14 
    Operation of vehicles in 13-15 
  
G  
GAMBLING  
    Certain video or mechanical gaming devices prohibited 14-19 
    Prohibited  14-6 
  
GAMES  
    Ball games in streets prohibited 20-13 
  
GARBAGE, TRASH AND REFUSE  
    City landfill site  
       Department of public works committee, jurisdiction of 8-20 
        Hours of operation 8-23 
       Permit to start fire 8-21 
        Superintendent of streets, powers and duties 8-22 
       Use generally 8-19 
    Collection rules and regulations 8-3 
    Contracts for collection 8-1 
     Environmentally preferable procurement 2-334 et seq 
    Facilities for the treatment, storage or disposal of restricted  14-22 
    Hazardous waste facilities 14-21 
    Illegal dumping, penalty for same 8-27 
   Litter and weeds, private properties 8-28 
    Noxious refuse, transportation regulated 8-2 
    Traffic, special parking prohibitions, garbage trucks 13-79 
  
GAS  
    Gas piping and gas appliances, inspectors 4-78 
  
GAS MASKS  
    Fire department, gas masks and first aid kits to be provided 7-27 
  
GOLF COURSE COMMISSION  
    Appointment  2-324 
    Authorized actions of council 2-327(b) 
    Commission officers 2-326(c) 
    Duty to keep council informed 2-326(b) 
    Established 2-322 
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    Filling of positions 2-323 
    Golf course management and operation 2-325 
    Meetings 2-326(a) 
    Nominations  2-323 
    Number of commissioners 2-322 
    Role of commission 2-327(a) 
  
GYPSY MOTH  
    Suppression of  by director of parks and recreation 15-43(c)(7) 
  
H  
HANDICAPPED see individuals with disabilities  
  
HAWKERS AND PEDDLERS  
     License  12-77 
         Board of health, certificate prerequisite to issuance 12-76 
         By whom issued 12-75 
         Exceptions  12-74 
         Fee 12-75 
         Inspection  12-77 
         Required 12-74 
         Restrictions on issuance 12-75 
         Revocation  12-75 
         Revocation for use of unsealed weighing devices 12-76 
         To be signed 12-77 
    Newsracks permit required 12-79 
    Selling goods, license required 12-78 
    Soliciting money, license required 12-78 
  
HAZARDOUS WASTE  
     Facilities 4-4 
     Prohibited facilities 14-21 
  
HEALTH AND SANITATION  
    AIDS policy 2-15 
    Board of health  
         Appointment of agents 9-21 
         Composition  9-20 
           Filling vacancies 9-20 
          Members, removal 9-20 
          Term of office 9-20 
    Department of human services (see that title also) 2-224 et seq 
   Litter and weeds, private properties 8-28 
   Maintenance of vacant and foreclosing properties 9-104 
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    Milk, to be pasteurized only once 9-57 
    Executive director 9-40 
    Milk, sale regulated 9-56 
    Public health nurse 9-42 
    Police chief; agent of board of health 18-25 
    Sanitary/ housing/ enforcement inspector  
          Offices created, duties 9-38 
          Specific duties 9-39 
    Taunton nursing home (see also that title) 9-99 et seq 
  
HEDGES see fences walls, hedges and other enclosures  
  
HISTORIC DISTRICTS AND COMMISSION  
    Demoltion delay 10-27 et seq 
     Historic district  
          Building permits 10-26 
          Established   10-20 
    Historic district commission 10-21 
        Duties and powers 10-22 
        Limitations of powers 10-23 
    Procedures 10-24 
     Purposes 10-19 
    Subdivision plans 10-26 
    Title 10-18 
    Historic commission 10-1 
  
HOLIDAYS  
    Fire department, paid holidays 7-41 
    Police department, paid holidays 18-53 
  
HOSPITALS  
    Fire department quarterly inspection fees 7-46 
    Traffic, parking, standing and stopping prohibitions 13-73 
  
HOTELS AND MOTELS  
    Fire department function area inspection fees 7-46 
    Fire department quarterly inspection fees 7-46 
    Traffic, parking, standing and stopping prohibitions 13-73 
  
Hours of Operation, Commercial Establishments 12-2 
  
HOUSING  
   Affordable Housing Trust fund 6-167 
   Foreclosures, Tax title property 2-104.1 
   Maintenance of vacant and foreclosing properties 9-104 
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    Manufactured home park 12.1-1 et seq 
    Manufactured home park, evictions from and discontinuance 12.1-31 et seq 
    Manufactured homes and manufactured home parks (see that 
title) 

 

    Taunton housing authority (see that title)  
  
HUMAN SERVICES  
    Department of human services (see also that title) 2-224 et seq 
  
HYDRANTS  
    Water, injury to hydrants prohibited 22-5 
  
I  
ICE (see snow and ice)  
  
IMPROVEMENTS  (ordinances saved from repeal, other 
provisions not included herein. See the preliminary pages and the 
adopting ordinance of this code) 

 

  
INCINERATORS  
    Facilities for the treatment, storage or disposal of solid waste, 
sewage etc restricted 

14-22 

  
INDECENCY AND OBSCENITY  
    Indecent figures and markings prohibited 14-9 
    Inland waters or shores thereof, indecent language, acts, etc 
while on 

14-10 

  
INDIVIDUALS  
    Persons defined to include 1-2 
  
INDIVIDUALS WITH DISABILITIES  
    Americans with disabilities act coordinator (see that title)  
    Commission on individuals with disabilities 2-275 et seq 
       Definition of handicap person 2-277 
       Established 2-275 
       Function and purpose  2-276 
       Members, appointment and terms of office  2-279 
       Responsibilities  2-278 
Compliance on Public Works Projects 2-362 
Compliance for sidewalk Obstructions 2-363 
    Property rented or leased by city 2-41 
   Reserved parking spaces for designated 13-90 
    Reserved parking spaces for generally 13-89.1 
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INDUSTRIAL DEVELOPMENT COMMISSION 16-26 
  
INSURANCE  
     Bridge etc permit insurance prerequisite to issuance 20-97 
  
J  
JUKEBOXES  
    License Required 12-37 
    Fee 12-39 
    To whom issued 12-38 
JUNK, OLD METAL, ANTIQUES AND SECONDHAND 
ARTICLES 

 

     Books and shops to be open for inspection/ alteration of records 
in books 

12-103 

    Hours of operation regulated 12-104 
    City clerk to sign record book; fee 12-98 
    Dealers or shop keepers; required for 12-95 
    Junk collectors, required for restrictions on issuance 12-96 
    Required when no vehicle used 12-97 
     Revocation; notice of revocation 12-100 
    Term  12-99 
    Minors, purchases prohibited from and penalty for violations 12-105 
    Period of time purchases to be held/ penalty for violations 12-105 
    Provisions of article to be incorporated in license 12-106 
    Record book required/ penalty for violation 12-102 
    Signs required on shops 12-101 
     Vehicles transporting to be covered 12-107 
K  
    kennels 3-20 
  
L  
LABOR RELATIONS OFFICE  
     Establishment, appointment, duties and term; appointment of 
principal clerk 

2-163 

    Personnel  2-10 
LANDFILLS  
    City landfill site 8-19 et seq 
    Garbage, refuse and trash. See also that title  
LIBRARY  
    Fire department; library of certain literature 7-45 
    Management vested in board of trustees  
        Annual report 11-4 
        Composition  11-1 
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        Powers  11-2 
        Regulations, power to make 11-3 
         Term of board 11-1 
         Vacancies 11-1 
     Source of funds 11-5 
LICENSES AND PERMITS  
    Antiques license 12-95 et seq 
    Junk, old metal, antiques and secondhand articles.  See that title  
    Billiard room; license 12-17 et seq 
    Billiard rooms, poolrooms and bowling alleys,  see that title  
    Board of license commissioners secretary; created, salary, duties 2-12 
    Bowling alleys; license 12-17 et seq 
    Billiard rooms, poolrooms and bowling alleys,  see that title  
     Building demolition; permits to demolish buildings required 4-59 
    City landfill site; permit to start fire 8-21 
    Dances  12-199, 12-200 
    Denial 12-1 
    Earth materials removal; permitting procedures 14-37 
     Flammables, storage of;  license 12-56 et seq 
    Flammable storage  see also that title  
     Hawkers and peddlers.   See also that title 12-74 ets eq 
    Jukeboxes; license 12-37 et seq 
     Jukeboxes; see also that title  
    Junk; license 12-95 et seq 
    Junk, old metal, antiques and secondhand articles.  See that title  
     Mobile home parks, discontinuance permit 12.1-38 
     Old metal; license 12-95 et seq 
    Junk, old metal, antiques and secondhand articles.  See that title  
    Parade, etc, permits 20-90 et seq 
    Streets and sidewalks; see also that title  
     Pawnbrokers; license 12-158 et seq 
     Pawnbrokers, see also that title  
     Poles, wires and conduits, permit required to carry electricity 17-11 
    Poles, wires and conduits , Street excavations, permit 17-30 et seq 
     Poolrooms; license 12-17 et seq 
    Billiards rooms, poolrooms, and bowling alleys see also that title  
    Public service vehicles; license 12-179 et seq 
    Public service vehicles   see also that title  
    Raves   12-200, 12-201 
    Revocation   12-1 
    Second hand articles; license 12-95 et seq 
    Junk, old metal, antiques and secondhand articles.  See that title  
    Secondhand motor vehicles; sale of; license 12-215; 12-216 
    Sidewalk cafes 12-240 et seq 
    Side walk cafes,  see also that title  
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    Skating rinks 12-201 
    Streets and sidewalks; excavations and obstructions  
         Permit for digging up or obstructing generally 20-67 et seq 
         Streets and sidewalks.  See also that title  
    Suspension  12-1 
    Temporary fixed location vendor 12-81 
    Theatrical exhibitions 12-199, 12-200 
    Transient vendor 12-80 
LITTERING  
    Litter and weeds on private properties 8-28 
     Prohibited; exceptions; fine 14-7 
LOCAL IMPROVEMENTS  
    Ordinances saved form repeal, other provisions not included 
herein see the    preliminary pages and the adopting ordinance of 
this code 

 

LOITERING  
    Prohibited  14-8 
M  
MAPS  
    Board of assessors, property map 21-28 
    Mapping commission 2-328 
  
MAYOR  
    Finance. See also that title  
    Bills and accounts; warrants to be signed by mayor 6-116 
    Notes and bonds, mayor to sign 6-2 
    Office of community development 16-17 et seq 
    Office of economic development 16-17 et seq 
    Ordinances, presentation to the mayor 1-9 
  
MEASURES see weights and measures  
  
MILK  
    Generally  9-56 et seq 
    Health and sanitation (see that title)  
  
MINORS  
     Athletic events, admission to 14-4 
    Billiard rooms, poolrooms and bowling alleys, minors prohibited 12-19 
    Junk, old metals, antiques and secondhand articles; minors, 
purchases from prohibited 

 

        Penalty for violations 12-105 
    Pawnbrokers transactions with minors prohibited 12-162 
MISSLES, THROWING   see throwing missiles  
Manuafactured HOMES AND Manufactured HOME PARKS  
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     Evictions from and discontinuances of manufactured home park 
accommodations 

 

     Administrative procedure act, incorporation of 12.1-34 
     Conference of jurisdiction 12.1-35 
     Defenses to summary process for possession 12.1-37 
     Definitions  12.1-31 
     Discontinuance permits 12.1-38 
     Evictions   12.1-36 
     Exemption from civil service 12.1-39 
     Registration  12.1-33 
     Review board 12.1-32 
     Task force 12.1-1 
     Violation and penalties 12.1-40 
MONIES  
     Cemeteries; investment of city sums and perpetual care funds; 
application of income 

15-25 

        Ordinances saved form repeal, other provisions not included 
herein see the    preliminary pages and the adopting ordinance of 
this code 

 

MONTH  
     Defined  1-2 
MOTHS  
    Suppression of gypsy and brown tail moth by director of parks 
and recreation; right of entry 

15-43(c)(7) 

MOTOR VEHICLES  
   Buses 13-87 et seq 
    Buses. See also that title  
    City vehicles, POW/MIA decals on, use of 2-13 
    Junk etc, vehicles transporting or hauling to be covered 12-107 
    Motor bikes, scooters, powerboards etc 13-203 
    Markings on city vehicles 2-8 
    Public service vehicles 12-179 et seq 
    Public service vehicles (see also that title)  
    Restriction, use of city vehicles 2-9 
    Sale of secondhand motor vehicles 12-215 et seq 
    Secondhand motor vehicles, sale or.  See also that title  
    Tank truck inspection fee 7-46 
    Traffic  13-1 et seq 
    Traffic see also that title  
MUNICIPAL COUNCIL  
     Clerk of committees 2-67 et seq 
    Clerk of committees. See that title  
    Committee on public property 2-37 et seq 
    Committee on public property, see also that title  
    Defined  1-2 
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     Hearings, before  
     Postponement of 2-26 
    Poles, wires, and conduits; grant of location 17-4 
    Rules and orders (appendix A)  
         Note: section citations refer to sections contained within 
Appendix A 

 

         All members to vote unless excused 15 
         Appointment of committee 28 
        Appointments, petitions for confirmation and notice 26 
         Bills, approval of  31 
         Chairman of committee meetings 29 
         Chairman protem 2 
         City clerk to present past ordinances to mayor 36 
         Clerk, duties generally 9 
         Clerk, pro tem 9 
        Clerk to call meetings to order in absence of mayor and 
president 

9 

         Council meetings, committee not to sit during 33 
         Declaration of votes 2 
         How questions and motions decided 4 
         Interrupting speakers 14, 18 
         Introduction of ordinances, referral to committee and city 
solicitor 

37 

         Members not to be named in debate 17 
         Members not to leave place 24 
         Members to confine themselves to debate and avoid 
personalities 

13 

         Members to rise to be recognized 13 
         Motions permitted during debate, previous question 7 
         No member to speak more than once 19 
         Order of business 25 
         Order of questions  5 
         Order of speaking when two members rise at the same time 11 
         Orders, form of 34 
         Ordinances, form of 34 
         Papers, limitation on reading 22 
         Passage of ordinances, stages of, not to be amended after 
enrolled 

38 

         Points of order 2 
         President 2 
         Presiding officer in absence of president 3 
         Questions of order 12 
         Reading of records 2 
         Reconstruction  16 
         Records required on committee, committees to act only in 30 
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concert 
         Regular meeting 1 
         Seats of council, changing seats 23 
         Special meetings 1 
         Standing committee 27 
        Suspension of rules 8 
         Two readings required on certain ordinances 35 
         Voting by roll call 10 
         Voting prohibited when member interested 15 
         When committees required to report 32 
        When motions to be reduced to writing 20 
         When questions may be divided 21 
         Withdrawal of motions when permitted 6 
    Sidewalks, determination by council      20-142 
MUNICIPAL SERVICES  
    Automation. See also that title  
N  
NEWSRACKS  
    Permit required for 12-79 
NOISE  
    Disturbances generally; dispersing from public places; penalty 14-18 
    Traffic; quiet zones 13-8 
NUCLEAR RADIATION  
     Hazardous waste facilities 4-4 
NURSING HOMES  
    Fire department quarterly inspection fees 7-46 
    Taunton Nursing Home 9-99 et seq 
    Taunton Nursing home, see also that title  
O  
OATH  
   Defined  1-2 
OBSCENITY  
    See indecency and obscenity  
OFFENSES  
        Ordinances saved form repeal, other provisions not included 
herein see the    preliminary pages and the adopting ordinance of 
this code 

 

OFFICERS AND EMPLOYEES  
    Americans with disabilities act coordinator 2-58 
    Animal control officer 2-59 
    Assistant building inspector 4-19 et seq 
    Buildings, see also that title  
    Assistant city clerk 2-2 
    Automation/ office manager 2-56 
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    Automation, see also that title  
    Automobiles owned by the city  
         Maintenance  2-11 
         Marking of 2-8 
         Restrictions on use 2-9 
    Board of health personnel 9-20 et seq 
        Health and sanitation.  See that title  
    Budget Director 2-106 
    Chief of police 18-2 et seq 
         Police. See also that title  
     City auditor 6-39 et seq 
         City auditor.  See also that title  
     City clerk.  See that title  
     City engineer 2-98 et seq 
     City engineer. See also that title  
     City solicitor 2-84 et seq 
         City solicitor, see also that title  
     City treasurer/ collector. See that title  
     Clerical assistance authorized 2-3 
     Clerk of committees 2-67 et seq 
         Clerk of committees, see also that title  
     Commissioner of public works  
          Approval of construction, excavation, drainage and similar 
activities 

4-5 

          Notify of street openings 19-5 
     Conservation Agent 16-48 et seq 
     Constables 18-4 
    Director of parks and recreation 15-43 
         Parks and recreation, see also that title  
   Director of Planning and Conservation 16-48 
     Emergency management, director 5-2 
     Fire chief 7-20 et seq 
     Fire department, see also that title  
          Captains 7-23 
          Deputy chiefs 7-22 
          Lieutenants  7-24 
          Mechanic  7-25 
     Hiring policy for public works projects 2-305 et seq 
          Public works, see also that title  
    Human Resources 2-10 
     Inspector of weights and measures 2-151 et seq 
          Weights  and measures, see also that title  
     Intra-city and state travel allowances 2-4 
     Labor services director 2-163 
     Legal assistant of city solicitor 2-92 
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    Mayors office of community development 16-17 et seq 
     Mayors office of economic development 16-17 et seq 
      Ordinances saved from repeal, other provisions not included 
herein see the    preliminary pages and the adopting ordinance of 
this code 

 

     Out of state travel allowances  
          Amounts for meals and lodging, method of payment 2-4 
         Amount for transportation 2-4 
         Request for use 2-4 
     Park and recreation department and commission  
          Employees and officials of 15-10, 15-41 et seq 
          Parks and recreation , see also that title  
     Parking Commission 15-10 
     Parking clerk 2-154 et seq 
          Parking clerk, see also that title  
     Personnel regulations 2-170 et seq 
          Personnel, see also that title  
     Plumbing inspectors 4-76 et seq 
          Plumbing, see also that title  
     Public buildings superintendent 2-131 et seq 
          Public buildings, see also that title  
     Public works projects, hiring policy for 2-305 et seq 
          Public works, see that title  
     Sanitary /housing / code enforcement inspector 9-38 et seq 
          Health and sanitation, see also that title  
     School traffic supervisors 18-6 
     Superintendent of public buildings 2-131 et seq 
          Public buildings, see also that title  
     Supervisor of sewers 19-2 
     Supervisor of streets 20-40 et seq 
         Streets and sidewalks, see also that title  
     Supervisor of vehicular maintenance 2-11 
         Public works, see also that title  
     Water superintendent 22-1 
          Assistant chief operator 22-3 
     Weights and measures, inspector 2-151 et seq 
          Weights and measures, see also that title  
    Workmen’s compensation agent, representative 2-57 
OIL BURNERS  
    Fire department inspections, permits and services performed by 7-46 
OLD METAL  
    See junk, old ,metal, antiques and secondhand articles  
ORDINANCES  
    See code of ordinances  
OWNER  
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    Defined  1-2 
P  
PARADES  
    Fire department, companies not to leave city without permission 7-37 
    Parade etc permits 20-90 et seq 
       Streets and sidewalks, see that title  
PARKING  
    Handicapped persons, see individuals with disabilities  
    Parking Commission 2-304 
    Parking, stopping and standing, traffic regulations, see traffic  
PARKING CLERK  
    Appointment  2-154 
    Duties, powers 2-155 
PARKS AND RECREATION 15-10 
   Cemetery monuments, disturbing 15-26 
    Commission, see within this title, park and recreation department 
and commission   

 

    Control of cemeteries, separate 15-47 
    Control of school playgrounds 15-46 
    Golf course commission 2-322 et seq 
        Golf course commission, see that title  
    Park and recreation department and commission 15-10 
        Commission established, term of office, vacancy 15-41 
         Commission powers, duties, control of parks and playgrounds 15-42 
         Director of parks and recreation, appointment, term 
qualifications, duties 

15-43 

        Division heads, appointment, term, qualification, removal 15-44 
        Mechanical equipment repairman 15-48 
    Suppression of gypsy and brown tail moth, right of entry 15-43(c)(7) 
    Trespassing on parks and playgrounds 14-19 
PARTNERSHIPS  
    Persons defined to include 1-2 
PASTEURIZATION  
    Milk to be pasteurized only once 9-57 
PAWNBROKERS  
    Furnishing information to licensing authorities 12-159 
    Interest rate restrictions 12-161 
    License   
         Application  12-158 
         Required  12-158 
    Memorandum of loan to be given 12-160 
    Minors, transactions with prohibited 12-162 
    Penalties for violations 12-159 
    Record book to be kept 12-159 
PEDDLERS  
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    See hawkers and peddlers  
PEDESTRIANS  
   Generally  13-194 et seq 
    Traffic, see also that title  
PEEPING TOMS  
    Generally  14-11 
PENALTIES  
      Ordinances saved from repeal, other provisions not included 
herein see the    preliminary pages and the adopting ordinance of 
this code 

 

PERMITS  
    See licenses and permits  
PERPETUAL CARE  
    Generally  15-24 
     Cemeteries see also that title  
PERSON  
    Defined  1-2 
PERSONNEL 2-10 
    Collective bargaining, adoption of state law re 2-187 
    Disabilities incurred as a result of employment, restricted duty 
capacity for such employees 

2-184 

    Exempt and executive Staff Compensation 2-180.1 
    Longevity pay 2-185 
    Officers and employees, see that title  
    Personnel director 2-10 
    Personnel policy 2-180 
    Pre-employment physical, requirements for 2-171 
    Restricting action of city officers and employees 2-182 
    Safety rules and policies 2-186 
    Salaries to be paid weekly 2-170 
    Sick leave  
         Armed forces members not to lose accumulated sick leave 
during service 

2-178 

         Generally  2-174 
          Records  2-176 
    Temporary personnel 2-181 
    Travel allowance and expenses 2-172 
    Vacations generally 2-173 
    Workmens compensation 2-57 
PETITIONS  
    Petition for sidewalks 20-141 
PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT  
    Community development citizen advisory committee  
        Appointment, term 16-23 
        Duties 16-24 
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       Establishment, powers 16-22 
     Development Impact Review Board 2-330 et seq 
         Development impact review board. See also that title  
    Economic development partnership committee  
        Established, powers 16-25 
    Expedited Permitting 16-1 
     Office of community and economic development  
         Appointment, term 16-17 
         Compensation and other benefits 16-19 
         Duties, qualifications 16-18 
         Established  16-17 
         Staff  16-20 
    Planning and Conservation Department 16-48 
  
    Taunton development commission 16-26 
PLAYGROUNDS  
    School playgrounds, control of 15-46 
PLUMBING  
    Inspectors   
         Appointment  4-76 
         Gas piping and gas appliances, inspector of 4-78 
        Inspections, work to be left uncovered and approved 4-77 
POLES, WIRES AND CONDUITS  
   ADA Compliance 2-362, 2-363 
    Advertising, poles, nailing signs, placards prohibited 14-1 
    Employees of public utilities to have certificates or badges, 
display of 

17-12 

    Erection of poles 17-7 
    Fire department, committee on fires and wires 7-17 
    Increase in number of wires or cables after grant  17-5 
    Inspector of wires 17-1 
    Erection of poles to be under the supervision of 17-7 
    Leaving pieces and loose ends of wire on streets prohibited 17-13 
    Location plans to accompany petition for permission to locate 17-2 
    Municipal council, grant of location by 17-4 
    Name of owner to be attached to poles 17-9 
    Permit required to connect electricity 17-11 
    Poles and conduits, reservation of right by city to use 17-10 
    Public hearing on petition for location 17-3 
    Street excavations  
       Bond conditions 17-30 
       Bond required 17-30 
       Permit revocation and alteration 7-31 
    Where poles to be set 17-6 
    Wires, installation 17-8 
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          Protection  17-8 
POLICE DEPARTMENT  
     Alarm system malfunction 18-70 
     Appointment  18-45 
    Auxiliary police force, powers and duties 18-5 
    Chief of police  
        Absence or death, officer in charge 18-46 
        Agent of the Board of Health 18-25 
    Chief 18,2, 18-3, 18-23 

et seq 
         Bond  18-2 
         Collector of taxes, chief to assist 18-26 
         Duties 18-23 
         Records required, reports 18-27 
        Rules and regulations for department 18-28 
         Supervision of delivery of messages and papers 2-1 
    Clerk 18-45 
    Composition  18-45 
    Constables   18-4 
    Court time pay  18-57 
    Detail Invoices 18-71 
     Delivery of message and paper, chief of police to supervise 2-1 
     Duties  
         Accounting for fees by captains and lieutenants 18-49 
         Captains and lieutenants 18-47 
         Desk duties 18-48 
     Education increments and reimbursement 18-59 
     Fires, duties of police at 18-3 
     Holidays paid 18-53 
     Longevity pay 18-54 
     Oath of office 18-2 
     Overtime pay 18-56 
     Police to aid other cities 18-1 
     Rank  18-45 
     Reserve force 18-45 
     Retirement or termination, vacation pay upon 18-52.1 
     Responsibility  18-45 
     Schedule of working hours 18-51 
     School traffic supervisors 18-6 
     Sick leave 18-61 
     Suspension, generally, hearings records   18-50 
     Temporary service our of rank pay 18-58 
     Tows 18-72 
     Uniform allowance 18-60 
     Vacation pay upon retirement or termination  18-52.1 



 City of Taunton Revised Ordinances 

2010 Printing 1/5/2010                           Index  Page LXV 
 

    Vacations, to be exempt from duty 18-52 
     Wage differential 18-55 
POLITICAL ACTIVITY  
    TEMA director not to participate in 5-4 
POOLROOMS  
     See billiard rooms, poolrooms and bowling alleys  
POOLS  
    Approved fence required for certain artificial pools 14-12 
POW/MIA  
     Decals on city vehicles, use of 2-13  
PROPANE  
   Propane permit fee 7-46 
PROPERTY  
    Board of assessors 21-18 et seq 
         Taxation see also that title  
    City property  
          Conveyance, approval of 2-40 
          Sale of 2-14 
          Rented or leased property 2-41 
    Committee on public property 2-37 et seq 
        Committee on public property, see also that title  
    Trespass 14-11  
         Trespass, see also that title  
PUBLIC BUILDINGS  
     Superintendent   
          Air conditioning technician 2-132 
          Annual report 2-134 
          Bond required 2-131 
          City hall, care and custody of 2-136 
          Contracts, not to be interested in 2-133 
          Duties 2-133 
          Election  2-131 
          Expenses, payment of 2-138 
          Fire department plumbing and heating facilities, care of 2-139 
          Heating technician 2-132 
         Purchases  2-137 
         Records required 2-134 
         Removal  2-131 
          Repairs not to be made on city buildings except by 
superintendent, exceptions 

2-135 

          Reports required 2-134 
          Term  2-131 
          Vacancy 2-131 
          Ventilation technician 2-132 
PUBLIC PLACES  
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     Dispersing from 14-18(b) 
     Disturbances in generally 14-18(a) 
     Penalty 14-18(c) 
PUBLIC PROPERTY  
    Committee on public property 2-37 et seq 
         Committee on public property, see also that title  
PUBLIC SERVICE VEHICLES  
    Definition  12-179 
    License   
         Application  12-182 
         By whom issued  12-182 
         Fee  12-180 
         Liability insurance policy prerequisite to issuance 12-183 
         Metal license plates to be furnished 12-180 
         Required  12-180 
         Term 12-182 
    Ordinances saved from repeal, other provisions not included 
herein. See the preliminary pages and the adopting ordinance of this 
code 

 

    Rate schedule to be posted in vehicle 12-198 
    Rates regulated 12-197 
    Refusal to pay fare 12-196 
    Restriction on number of taxis at each  stand 12-193 
    Stands   
         Abandonment of licensed stands 12-184 
         Authorized 12-184 
         Bus stands 12-187 
         Designation  12-184 
         Licenses  12-184 
         Limitation on number of stand licenses to be issued 12-184 
         Taxi stand fee 12-185 
         Taxi stand licenses not to be sold or transferred   12-186 
         Taxis to park only in licensed stands 12-188 
     Subletting taxi stands prohibited 12-192 
     Taxicab drivers  
         Photographs and fingerprints required 12-189 
         Picture to be posted in cab 12-189 
         Uniform cap with badge required 12-189 
         Taxis to bear illuminated designation of owner 12-194 
         Vehicles to be kept clean and sanitary 12-195 
PUBLIC WORKS  
    ADA Compliance for Public Works Projects 2-362, 2-363 
    Commissioner of public works  
         Approval of construction, excavation, drainage and similar 
activities 

4-5 
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         Functions 19-2 et seq 
         Sewers and drains, see also that title  
    Department of public works  
         Approval of construction, excavation, drainage and similar 
activities 

4-5 

         Committee on  19-1 
         Division of vehicular maintenance established within, 
appointment of vehicular maintenance supervisor, duties 

2-11 

    Hiring policy for public works projects 2-305 
         Agencies, compliance 2-311 
         Compliance  2-308 
         Definitions  2-305 
         Enforcement  2-306 
         Fines  2-310 
         Liaison committee 2-309 
         Policy  2-306 
         Sanctions  2-308 
PUBLICATIONS  
    Ordinances, publication 1-6 
PURCHASING  
    Contracts and purchases 6-91 et seq 
    Environmentally preferable procurement 2-334 et seq 
         Finance, see also that title  
Q  
  
  
R  
RECREATION  
     See parks and recreation  
REFUSE  
   See garbage, trash, and refuse  
   Litter and weeds, private properties 8-28 
ROOMINGHOUSES  
    Fire department quarterly inspection fees 7-46 

S 
 

SAFETY  
    Rules and policies 2-186 
     Traffic, safety zones, driving through 13-52 
SANITATION  
      See health and sanitation  
SCHOOLS  
     City policy regarding AIDS  2-15 
      Public health nurse  9-42 
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      Park commissioners; control of school playgrounds    15-43 
      School traffic supervisor    18-6 
      Traffic; school zones    13-9 
          Parking on high school property 13-11 
          Speed on high school property 13-10 
           Chamberlain and Friedman Schools  13-23 
      Trespassing on school property    14-17 
      Weapons etc, certain physical objects on school property    14-23 
SEAL  
     City seal 1-11 
SECONDHAND ARTICLES  
    See junk, old ,metal, antiques and secondhand articles  
SECONDHAND MOTOR VEHICLES, SALE OF  
    Fees for recording of uniform commercial code documents, 
enumerated 

12-228 

    License   
         Application for renewal 12-215 
         Fees  12-216 
SEWERS AND DRAINS  
     Applications for drainage, conditions of approval 4-5 
     Assessments  19-11 
    Backwater Valves 19-7 
     Catch basins 19-10 
     Commissioner of public works, notification of street openings 19-5 
     Common sewers, procedure at hearings for laying,   
            Measurement for damage 19-3 
    Connection to sanitary sewer line, responsibility; charges 19-7 
    Emergency work; authorization charge 19-15 
    Facilities for the treatment, storage or disposal of sewage 
restricted 

14-22 

    Hearing procedures 19-3 
    Inflow/ Infiltration 19-50 
    Inspection rights, authorization for 19-18 
    Jurisdiction over property of the city housing authority 19-20 
    Licensed installers, defined, application fee, approval 19-14 
    Main drains and common sewers  
         Committee on public works to have charge of  
         Hearing on laying common sewers; notices 19-1 
         Interferences by other utility lines regulated 19-9 
    Main drains, connection with 19-6 
    Owner’s responsibility re-connection to sanitary sewer line 19-7 
    Private drains or sewers, regulations of 19-4 
    Private drains, specification for grade, approval of material 19-7.1 
    Rates 19-19 
    Regulation of use of public sewers 19-21 
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    Repair work, limit of responsibility 19-16 
    Septic waste disposal, limitations on dumping; evidence of 
prepayment required; charges; violation and penalty 

19-13 

   Sewer Bank 19-60 
    Sewer caps, available location 19-17 
    Sewer Connections 19-19 
    Sewer user charges; late penalty 19-19 
    Steam exhausts, connection of regulated 19-8 
    Supervisor of streets 19-2 
SICK LEAVE  
    Personnel, sick leave 2-174 et seq 
        Personnel, see also that title  
     Police department; sick leave 18-61 
SIDEWALK CAFES  
    Advertising restrictions 12-248 
    Alcoholic beverages, sale and consumption of 12-247 
    Licenses   
        Application requirements 12-242 
        Denial, suspension or revocation grounds 12-244 
        Fee  12-242        
        Issuance  12-243 
        Renewal  12-245 
        Required  12-241 
    Notice of violation  
        Failure to comply 12-249 
    Operating regulations 12-246 
    Penalties for offenses 12-250 
    Rules, regulations and specifications, promulgation authorized 12-240 
SIDEWALKS  
    See streets and sidewalks  
SIGNS AND BILLBOARDS  
    Junk, old metal, antiques and secondhand article signs required 
on shops 

12-101 

    Streets and sidewalks; permit required for projecting signs 20-5 
SMOKE  
    Smoke detector inspection fee 7-46 
        Re-inspection fee per unit 7-46 
        State law re fire department duties 7-31.1 
SNOW AND ICE  
     Streets and sidewalks, removal of snow and ice 20-20 et seq 
     Streets and sidewalks, see also that title  
SNOW ENERGENCY REGULATIONS  
    Generally 13-218 et seq 
     Traffic, see also that title  
SOLICITOR  
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      See city solicitor  
SPEED REGULATIONS  
      Traffic; speed zones designated 13-56 
       Chamberlain and Friedman Schools 13-23 
SPORTS  
  
STREETS AND SIDEWALKS  
      ADA Compliance 2-362, 2-363 
      Advertising devices, permit required for; fee 20-5 
     Ball games in streets prohibited 20-13 
          Coasting  20-13 
        Barricaded portion of streets, entering prohibited 20-23 
        Basements, entrances to 20-12 
        Booths, licenses required to maintain 20-4 
        Betterments 21-33 
        Cellars, entrances to 20-12 
        City landfill site; superintendent of streets, powers and duties 8-22 
        Clocks, permit required for, fee 20-5 
        Curbstones, permit required to erect 20-3 
        Curb cuts 20-3.1 
        Defined  1-2 
        Department of public works, traffic division set up within  
               Composition  20-1 
        Disturbances in or on generally, dispersing from; penalty 14-18 
        driveways 20-3.1 
        Driving on sidewalks 20-14 
        Excavations and obstructions  
             Indemnification of city 20-72 
             Permit for digging up or obstructing generally  
                Bond required 20-69 
                Emergencies  20-67 
                Required 20-67 
                Restrictions on issuance 20-68 
                Revocation  20-70 
                Terms  20-71 
             Traffic control officers  
                 Barricades and walks 20-73 
        Fences, permit required to erect 20-3 
        Gates or doors not to swing open into street 20-7 
        Impure water not to run into streets 20-17 
        Laying out streets  
            Opening private ways regulated 20-124 
             Permanent markers 20-121 
            Petition of voters 20-117 
            Public hearing and viewing of premises, determination 20-119 
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            Public hearings for laying out of streets and ways  
                Notice to specify time and place 20-118 
            Report and plan to be filed  20-120 
             Street book to be kept 20-122 
            Width of streets 20-123 
        Licenses or permits, issuance etc 20-2 
        Marquees; permit required for; fee 20-5 
        Moving buildings through streets 4-2 
        Obstructions streets prohibited, impoundment 20-15 
        Obstructions, see within this title, excavations and obstructions  
        Ordinances saved from repeal, other provisions not included 
herein.  See the preliminary pages and the adopting ordinances of 
this code 

 

        Parade etc permits  
            Appeals  20-99 
            Application   
                Accompanying documents 20-93 
                Contents  20-93 
                Generally   20-92 
            Conditions   20-96 
            Denial  20-95 
            Grant  20-95 
            Grant or denial, review by council 20-98 
            Insurance and bond prerequisite to issuance  20-97 
            Issuance for commercial uses prohibited 20-91 
            Required  20-90 
            Revocation  20-100 
            Standards for issuance 20-94 
            Terms  20-96 
        Placards, banners, permit required to carry 20-8 
        Poles, wires and conduits, leaving pieces and loose ends of 
wires on streets 

17-13 

             Street excavations 17-30 et seq 
        Poles, wires and conduits.  See also that title  
        Posts, permit required to erect 20-3 
        Projecting signs, permit required for; fee 20-5 
        Roofs, discharge of water from  20-18 
        Sidewalks   
            Construction, report of expenses, determination of 
assessments, records 

20-143 

            Council, determination by, view of premises, assessments 20-142 
            Notice to abutters 20-141 
            Petition for sidewalks 20-141 
            Public hearing required 20-141 
        Snow and ice removal required  
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            Penalty 20-20 
            Removed snow not to be placed on streets 20-21 
            Roofs, removal from 20-22 
        Stands, license required to maintain 20-4 
        Street signs, injuring 20-16 
        Streets less than forty feet in width, parking prohibitions on 13-92 
            Parking, stopping and standing.  See traffic  
        Supervisor of streets  
            Annual inventory 20-44 
            Bond 20-40 
            Closing unsafe street 20-48 
            Defects, records  20-47 
            Duties  20-41 
            Election  20-40 
            Layouts and alterations, estimates of 20-45 
            Limitation on interest 20-40 
            Notice of permanent improvements to be given 20-46 
            Oath of office 20-40 
            Openings in streets 20-49 
            Overseer of work construction 20-42 
            Powers  20-41 
            Private ways, closing 20-48 
            Record of accounts, annual report 20-43 
        Tents, license required to maintain   20-4 
      Washing windows from sidewalks 20-19 
SUBDIVISIONS  
     Historic districts; subdivision plans 10-25 
SUBSTANCE ABUSE COMMISSION  
     See department of human services  
SUNDAYS  
  
SWIMMING  
        Generally  14-3 
T  
TANKS  
      Installations; removal; registration; fees for inspections, permits 
etc 

7-46 

      Tank truck inspection 7-46 
TASK FORCE ON UNEMPLOYMENT  
      Composition; number and appointment of members 2-10(b) 
      Establishment  2-10(a) 
      Goals and objectives 2-10(a) 
TAUNTON EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT AGENCY  
      See emergencies  
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TAUNTON HOUSING AUTHORITY  
        Property of and jurisdiction over sewers and drains 19-20 
        Property of and jurisdiction over waterworks 22-7 
TAUNTON NURSING HOME  
        Administrator  
            Appointment, term of office 9-100.1 
        Directors   
             Appointments and terms 9-100 
             Meetings of 9-101 
            Terms of office 9-100.1 
        Maintenance 9-99 
        Provision  9-99 
        Receiving and caring of persons at fixed rate 9-103 
        Records  9-102 
TAXATION  
        Board of assessors  
            Abatements   
            Statements and reports 21-31 
            Appointment  21-18 
        Apportionment of betterments 21-32 
        Assessment lists and warrants, statement to be furnished city 
auditor 

21-30 

        Betterments  21-33 
        Chairman and secretary, election of, quorum 21-19 
        Chairman, duties 21-21 
       Foreclosures, Tax title properties 2-104.1 
        Index of persons assessed 21-29 
        Meetings  21-20 
        Oath of office 21-18 
        Office hours 21-23 
        Organization  21-18 
        Personal property, appraisal of 21-25 
        Personal property records, examination of  21-27 
        Powers and duties 21-18 
        Property, examination of 21-24 
        Property map  21-28 
        Real estate transfer records, examination of 21-26 
        Secretary, duties 21-22 
       Tax Status Form 4-43, 12-1 
    Licenses and permits, revocation, suspension or denial 12-1 
     Tax increment financing 6-156 et seq 
       Ordinances saved from repeal, other provisions not included 
herein.  See the preliminary pages and the adopting ordinance of 
this code 

 

        When due and payable 21-1 
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TAXICABS  
     Public service vehicles, licenses 12-189 et seq 
     Public service vehicles.  See also that title  
     Special parking prohibitions, taxi stands and taxis 13-76 
TELEVISION  
     Cable television advisory committee 2-262 et seq 
      Cable television advisory committee, see also that title  
TENANTS  
     Defined  1-2 
THEATRES  
     Fire department quarterly inspection fees 7-46 
THROWING MISSLES  
     Disturbances generally; dispersing from public places; penalty 14-18 
TRAFFIC  
        Accident report to be submitted by driver of vehicle involved 13-18 
        Alleys, parking, stopping, and standing prohibitions 13-73 
        Annual accident report 13-19 
        Authority to direct traffic 13-2 
        Authority to temporarily prohibit parking, alter flow of traffic 13-7 
        Backing or U-turns prohibited on certain streets 13-46 
        Buses and bus terminals,  see also buses  
            Parking, stopping or standing prohibitions 13-73 
        Churches,  Parking, stopping or standing prohibitions 13-73 
        Closed, newly paved, streets, driving on 13-50 
        Closing streets temporarily 13-6 
        Construction zones 13-74.1 
        Crosswalks, parking, stopping or standing prohibitions 13-73 
        Definitions  13-1 
        Deliveries  13-13 
        Divider strips. Driving to right of 13-39 
       Driving on sidewalks 13-54 
        Driveways parking stopping and standing prohibitions 13-73 
        Enforcement of chapter 13-2 
        Exemption from applicability 13-3 
        Fire hydrants, parking, stopping or standing prohibitions 13-73 
        Fire lanes  
            Penalty for violations 13-82.1(b) 
            Prohibition of parking 13-82.1(a) 
        Fire stations, parking, stopping, or standing prohibitions 13-73 
        Following too closely 13-42, 13-43 
        Free flow of, interfering with disturbances generally 14-18 
        Frozen surfaces of ponds, lakes, rivers, brooks, streams etc, 
operation of motor vehicle on restricted 

13-59 

        Funeral processions, identification of 13-14 
             Operation of motor vehicles in 13-15 
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        Handicapped parking generally 13-89.1, 13-90 
        Horns, use of 13-49 
        Hospitals, parking, stopping and standing prohibitions 13-73 
        Hotels, parking, stopping and standing prohibitions 13-73 
        Intersections   
            Entering without sufficient space on opposite side 13-45 
            Parking, stopping, or standing prohibitions 13-73 
        Items to be included in annual report 13-21 
        Left turns prohibited at designated streets 13-47 
        Load limits on certain streets  
             Five tons 13-54 
             Two and one half tons 13-53 
        Markings. See within this title: signs, signals and markings  
        Motor vehicles, parking, stopping, and standing prohibitions 13-73 
        Moving vehicles, clinging to 13-12 
        Obstruction of traffic 13-44 
           Disturbances generally; dispersing from public places; 
penalty 

14-18 

        One way exit 13-41 
        One way street 13-40 
        Owner of vehicles, responsibility for violations 13-4 
        Parking clerk 2-154 et seq 
        Parking meters  
            Coins, deposit required 13-109 
            Definitions  13-107 
            Off-street  
                 Disposition of proceeds 13-147 
                 Fees  13-145 
                 Illegal parking 13-146 
                 Off-street parking areas designated 13-143 
                 Parking Commission    2-304 
                 Parking limitations 13-144 
                 Use of funds 13-148 
            On-street  
                Collection and disposition of funds and receipts 13-130 
                Commercial vehicles, exemption for 13-129 
                 Designated zones  
                      Fifteen minute metered zones 13-125(1) 
                      One hour zones  13-125(3) 
                      Thirty minute zones 13-125(2) 
                      Two hour zones 13-125(4) 
                Fees 13-128 
                General regulations; hours of operation 13-124 
                Installation and location of meters, meters to be used 13-126 
                Parking meter spaces, designation and authority of city to 13-127 
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exempt portions of zones 
                Use of funds 13-131 
           Overtime parking prohibited 13-110 
           Tampering with meters prohibited, use of slugs prohibited 13-111 
           Vehicles to be parked wholly within space  13-108 
        Parking, stopping and standing.  See also herein: parking 
meters 

 

            Angle parking 13-86 
            Bus stops 13-86 
            Bus terminal 13-87 
            Fifteen minute parking 13-83.1 
            Fire lanes 13-82.1 
           General parking prohibitions 13-73 
        Handicapped persons, reserved parking for 13-89.1, 13-90, 13-

93 
        One hour parking 13-84 
        One half hour parking 13-83 
        Prohibited parking places 13-82 
        Special parking prohibitions  
            Bus stops and buses 13-75 
            Construction zones 13-74.1 
            Garbage trucks 13-79 
            Near safety zones 13-74 
            One-way streets 13-78 
            Service zones 13-77 
            Streets less than forty feet in width, parking on 13-92 
            Taunton high school grounds, parking on 13-91 
            Taxi stands and taxis 13-76 
            Trucks loading and unloading, license for loading, penalty 
for violation 

13-81 

            Tow away zone regulations 13-89 
            Two hour parking 13-85 
            Vehicles for sale 13-80 
        Parking violations, penalties for 13-22 
        Pedestrians   
            Crosswalks, operation of vehicles at 13-200 
            Duty of drivers toward pedestrians 13-199 
            Interfering with free flow of pedestrian traffic, disturbances 
generally  

14-18 

            Manner of crossing roadway  
                 Actuation or push button, use of 13-196 
                 Generally 13-194 
                 Where controlled by traffic signals 13-195 
            Pedestrian control signal, actuation of, entrance into 
crosswalk without intention to cross roadway 

13-197 
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            Penalties 13-201 
            Use of roadway by 13-198 
        Police stations, parking, stopping and standing prohibitions 13-73 
        Public buildings, parking, stopping and standing prohibitions 13-73 
        Quiet zones 13-8 
        Records required, report to registrar of motor vehicles 13-20 
        Roadways, parking, stopping and standing prohibitions 13-73 
        Safety zones, driving through 13-52 
        School zones 13-9 
        Schools, parking, stopping and standing prohibitions 13-73 
        Sidewalks   
            Driving on 13-51 
            Parking, stopping and standing prohibitions 13-73 
      Signs, signals and markings  
              Bus stops, designation of 13-176 

Color and arrow indications of traffic control signals, 
meanings and requirements 

13-173 

              Generally 13-165 
Intersections where grades are separated, where traffic 
islands or ramps exist 

13-174 

               Isolated stop signs  
     Designation of intersections 13-171 
      Generally  13-170 
Obedience  13-167 
One way streets, when provisions to take effect 13-169 
Provisions effective only when signs erected 13-168 
Service zone, designation of 13-176 
Signs and signals, interference with prohibited 13-175 
Taxi stands, designation of 13-176 
Unauthorized signs, signals 13-177 
Yield signs, obedience to 13-172 

        Slow moving vehicles on narrow streets, following 13-43 
       Snow emergency regulations  

Definitions 13-218 
Emergency declarations, announcement of 13-221 
Operators to remove stalled vehicles 13-225 
Parking prohibition  
    Announcement of public parking areas 13-223 
    Generally 13-222 
    Termination  13-224 
Penalties  13-22 
Placement of signs along streets etc during removal of snow 13-219 
Tagging, impoundment of vehicles 13-226 
Temporary provisions to take precedence 13-220 
Vehicles parked of left in violation, evidence with respect to 13-227 
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     Speed zones designated  
Authorizations  13-56(a) 
Penalty for violation 13-56(c) 
Speed limits established 13-56(b) 

    Standing. See within this title; parking stopping and standing  
    Streets and sidewalks; traffic control officers, barricades and 
walks 

20-73 

     Streets and sidewalks; traffic division set up within department 
of public works 

20-1 

     Taunton high school property, grounds  
              Speed on 13-10 
             Parking on 13-11 
     Temporary regulations 13-5 
     Theatre, parking stopping and standing prohibitions 13-73 
     Through streets 13-48 
     Turning movements  

Left turn lanes 13-57 
Right turn lanes 13-58 

    Use of streets for advertising purposes  
License for operation of advertising vehicle 13-17 
Parking for display of advertising signs prohibited 13-16 

TRANSIENT VENDORS  
    License requirements 12-80 
TRASH  
    See garbage, trash and refuse  
TRAVEL REIMBURSEMENT  
    Travel allowances     2-4 
    Travel expenses 2-91 
    Travel allowances and expenses 2-172 
  
TREASURER/ COLLECTOR  
     See city treasurer/ collector  
TRESPASS  
        Parks and playgrounds 14-18, 14-20 
        School property, trespassing on 14-17 
        Trespass, peeping toms 14-11 
U  
UNEMPLOYMENT see task force on unemployment  
UNIFORM COMMERCIAL CODE FILINGS 12-228 
V  
VACATIONS  
    Exceptions as to collective bargaining 2-173 
    Generally  2-173 
    Police department, chief exempt from duty during vacation 18-52 
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    Police department, vacation by back 18-53 
  
VEGETATION  
    Advertising , trees and placards, nailing placing signs prohibited 14-1 
  
VEHICLES see motor vehicles  
  
VIDEO  
    Certain video or mechanical gaming devices prohibited 14-19 
VIOLATIONS  
    Animal fines 3-20 
    Building fines 4-42 
    General penalty 1-5 
    Non-criminal disposition (21D) 1-5.1 
    Penalties  13-228 
    Violations  13-60 
W  
WALLS see fences, walls, hedges and other enclosures  
  
WARDS  
    Generally  1-13 
  
WASTES  
    Hazardous waste facilities prohibited 14-21 
  
WATER  
    Assistant chief operator 22-3 
   Clerk of water board 22-6 
    Equipment, reservoirs, hydrants, injury to prohibited, taking 
water 

22-5 

    Initial water service connections, charges 22-8 
    Jurisdiction over property of city housing authority 22-7 
    Reduction meters 22-10 
    Reservoir, injury to equipment; unauthorized trespass 22-2 
    Service initial connection charges 22-8 
    Superintendent  22-1 
   Water charges, late fees; shut off, turn on fees 22-4, 22-8 
    Water Enterprise 2-356 et seq 
  
WEAPONS see firearms and weapons  
  
WEIGHTS AND MEASURES  
     Sealer of weights and measures 2-153 
    Deputy sealer of weights and measures 2-151 
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    Duties 2-151 
    Fee schedule 2-153.1 
    Hours  2-151 
     Office created 2-151 
     Records required 2-152 
  
Wetlands 16-30 et seq 
  
WIRES see poles, wires and conduits  
  
WORKMEN’S COMPENSATION  
    Agent, representative established 2-57 
  
X  
  
  
Y  
YEAR  
    Fiscal year 6-1 
  
Z  
ZONING   ordinances saved from repeal, other provisions not 
included herein.  See the preliminary pages and the adopting 
ordinance of this code 
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